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11, United States Code, and for other
purposes.

SENATE RESOLUTION 251—DESIG-
NATING MARCH 25, 2000, AS
“GREEK INDEPENDENCE DAY: A
NATIONAL DAY OF CELEBRA-
TION OF GREEK AND AMERICAN
DEMOCRACY”’

Mr. SPECTER (for himself, Mr.
TORRICELLI, Mr. ABRAHAM, Mr. BIDEN,
Mr. DEWINE, Mr. DoDD, Mr. HARKIN,
Mr. KENNEDY, Mr. KOHL, Ms. MIKULSKI,
Mr. ROBB, Mr. ROTH, Mr. THOMAS, Mr.
WARNER, Ms. LANDRIEU, Mr. MOYNIHAN,
Mr. SARBANES, Mr. LAUTENBERG, Mr.
EDWARDS, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. FITZ-
GERALD, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. DURBIN, Mr.
ROCKEFELLER, Mr. SMITH of Oregon,
Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr. STEVENS, Mr. SCHU-
MER, Mr. REED, Mr. LEVIN, and Mr.
ENZzI) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary:

S.RES. 251

Whereas the ancient Greeks developed the
concept of democracy, in which the supreme
power to govern was invested in the people;

Whereas the Founding Fathers of the
United States of America drew heavily upon
the political experience and philosophy of
ancient Greece in forming our representative
democracy;

Whereas the founders of the modern Greek
state modeled their government after that of
the United States in an effort to best imitate
their ancient democracy;

Whereas Greece is one of the only 3 nations
in the world, beyond the former British Em-
pire, that has been allied with the United
States in every major international conflict
this century;

Whereas the heroism displayed in the his-
toric World War II Battle of Crete epito-
mized Greece’s sacrifice for freedom and de-
mocracy as it presented the Axis land war
with its first major setback and set off a
chain of events which significantly affected
the outcome of World War II;

Whereas President Clinton, during his visit
to Greece on November 20, 1999, referred to
modern day Greece as ‘‘a beacon of democ-
racy, a regional leader for stability, pros-
perity and freedom, helping to complete the
democratic revolution that ancient Greece
began;”’

Whereas these and other ideals have forged
a close bond between our 2 nations and their
peoples;

Whereas March 25, 2000, marks the 179th
anniversary of the beginning of the revolu-
tion which freed the Greek people from the
Ottoman Empire; and

Whereas it is proper and desirable to cele-
brate with the Greek people and to reaffirm
the democratic principles from which our 2
great nations were born: Now, therefore, be
it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates March 25, 2000, as ‘‘Greek
Independence Day: A National Day of Cele-
bration of Greek and American Democracy’’;
and

(2) requests the President to issue a procla-
mation calling upon the people of the United
States to observe the day with appropriate
ceremonies and activities.

Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, today 1
am pleased to submit a resolution
along with 25 of my colleagues to des-
ignate March 25, 2000, as ‘‘Greek Inde-
pendence Day: A Celebration of Greek
and American Democracy.”
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One hundred and seventy-nine years
ago, the Greeks began the revolution
that would free them from the Otto-
man Empire and return Greece to its
democratic heritage. It was, of course,
the ancient Greeks who developed the
concept of democracy in which the su-
preme power to govern was vested in
the people. Our Founding Fathers drew
heavily upon the political and philo-
sophical experience of ancient Greece
in forming our representative democ-
racy. Thomas Jefferson proclaimed
that, ‘“to the ancient Greeks * * * we
are all indebted for the light which led
ourselves out of Gothic darkness.” It is
fitting, then, that we should recognize
the anniversary of the beginning of
their efforts to return to that demo-
cratic tradition.

The democratic form of government
is only one of the most obvious of the
many benefits we have gained from the
Greek people. The ancient Greeks con-
tributed a great deal to the modern
world, particularly to the TUnited
States of America, in the areas of art,
philosophy, science and law. Today,
Greek-Americans continue to enrich
our culture and make valuable con-
tributions to American society, busi-
ness, and government.

It is my hope that strong support for
this resolution in the Senate will serve
as a clear goodwill gesture to the peo-
ple of Greece with whom we have en-
joyed such a close bond throughout his-
tory. Similar resolutions have been
signed into law each of the past several
years, with overwhelming support in
both the House of Representatives and
the Senate. Accordingly, I urge my
Senate colleagues to join me in sup-
porting this important resolution.

Mr. TORRICELLI. Mr. President, I
rise today in support of the resolution
submitted by Senator SPECTER desig-
nating March 25, 2000 as Greek Inde-
pendence Day. The Greek-American
community has made significant con-
tributions to the United States. It is in
honor of those achievements that we
recognize Greek Independence Day.

The ancient Greeks conceived the
very notion of democracy when they
placed the power to govern in the
hands of the people. Our founding fa-
thers relied on the political and philo-
sophical experiences of ancient Greece
to create the government we have
today. As a result, America’s close re-
lationship with Greece is long and his-
toric. I believe that James Monroe best
expressed America’s feelings toward
Greece when he said, ‘“The mention of
Greece fills the mind with the most ex-
alted sentiments and arouses in our
bosoms the best feeling of which our
nature is susceptible.”

As Greece fought for its independence
in the 1820s, the American Revolution
became a driving ideal. In fact, Greek
intellectuals translated our own Dec-
laration of Independence to use as their
statement of freedom. By the end of
World War II, Greece was one of our
most important allies in the region as
it fought to stem the Communist tide
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across KEurope. In 1953, President
Dwight D. Eisenhower appropriately
noted this effort when he said, ‘. ..
Greece asked no favor except the op-
portunity to stand for the rights which
it believed, and it gave to the world an
example of battle, a battle that thrilled
the hearts of all free men and free
women everywhere.”’

Today, we know that Greece is one of
only three nations in the world which
has allied itself with the United States
in every major international conflict
this century. Through immaigration, we
have grown even closer. During the
early 1900s, one out of every four Greek
males between the ages of 15 and 45
emigrated to the United States. Greek-
Americans have the highest median
educational attainment among all
American ethnic nationalities, and
they are now a successful and integral
part of this country.

The relationship between Greece and
America is a unique one which has sur-
vived the test of war and the looming
threat of Communism. We owe a great
deal to Greece, and to its people who
have chosen to make America their
home. Greek civilization touches our
lives as Americans and enhances the
cultural existence of this great nation.
I hope my colleagues will join me in
expressing our gratitude to Greece and
all Greek-Americans for the role they
have played in building this country.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 252—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
SENATE THAT REBIYA KADEER,
HER FAMILY MEMBER AND BUSI-
NESS ASSOCIATE, SHOULD BE
RELEASED BY THE PEOPLE’S
REPUBLIC OF CHINA

Mr. WELLSTONE submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred
to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions:

S. RES. 252

Whereas members of the Uighur minority
population in Xinjiang, China, are subject to
ongoing repression and violations of their
internationally recognized rights of free ex-
pression, association, and belief;

Whereas on August 11, 1999, the Govern-
ment of the People’s Republic of China arbi-
trarily detained Rebiya Kadeer, a prominent
and respected Uighur businesswoman well-
known in the United States;

Whereas from 1993 to 1998, Ms. Kadeer was
an elected member of the Provincial People’s
Political Consultative Conference in
Xinjiang;

Whereas in 1995, Ms. Kadeer was a delegate
to the United Nations Fourth World Con-
ference on Women in Beijing;

Whereas the police have detained Ms.
Kadeer previously and kept her under close
surveillance, threatening her because of the
alleged separatist activities of her husband,
who came to the United States in 1996 and
was granted political asylum after pub-
lishing articles critical of the Chinese Gov-
ernment;

Whereas on September 2, 1999, Chinese au-
thorities formally charged Ms. Kadeer with
“illegally offering state secrets across the
border”’, and she is currently detained in
Urumaqi, the capital of Xinjiang;

Whereas Ms. Kadeer’s son,
Abdyirim, and her secretary,

Ablikim
Kahriman
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Abdukirim, were also arbitrarily detained by
Chinese security forces in August 1999 in
Urumqi, without any justification or evi-
dence of their involvement in criminal ac-
tivities of any kind; and

Whereas on November 20, 1999, Ablikim
Abdyirim was sent for 2 years to the Wulabai
Reeducation Through Labor School, without
charge or judicial review, in clear violation
of international human rights standards, and
Kahriman Abdukirim received a 3-year sen-
tence in the same facility: Now, therefore, be
it

Resolved, that the President should express
to the representatives of the Government of
the People’s Republic of China the sense of
the Senate that Ms. Kadeer, her family mem-
bers and business associate, should be imme-
diately and unconditionally released.

Mr. WELLSTONE. Mr. President,
China’s terrible treatment of ethnic
minority Uighurs, a Muslim commu-
nity in the northwestern province of
Xinjiang, has not received the same
level of international attention as that
of the Tibetans. The Uighurs are also
subject to ongoing repression and vio-
lations of their internationally recog-
nized rights of free expression, associa-
tion and belief. The Chinese govern-
ment is cracking down on a separatist
movement in Xinjiang as part of its
overall strategy of maintaining ‘‘sta-
bility> at all costs. According to
human rights organizations such as
Amnesty International and Human
Rights Watch, over the past year China
has used draconian measures including
public sentencing rallies, long prison
terms, and—alarmingly—a rising num-
ber of executions of suspected
“‘splittists.”

In an apparent attempt to stop the
flow of information overseas about this
crackdown, Chinese security officials
arbitrarily detained a prominent
Uighur businesswoman, Ms. Rebiya
Kadeer, this past August in Urumai,
the capital of Xinjiang. Her husband is
a U.S. resident who broadcasts on
Radio Free Asia and the Voice of
America, championing the cause of his
people.

For years, Ms. Kadeer has been
praised by the Chinese government for
her efforts to promote development in
Xinjiang, including a project helping
Uighur women develop their own busi-
nesses. She has also been praised in the
Wall Street Journal for her business
savvy. She owns a department store in
Urumaqi as well as a profitable trading
company.

But now she has been put out of busi-
ness, is being held in prison awaiting
trial, charged last September with ‘il-
legally offering state secrets across the
border.”” Even worse, her son and her
secretary were also detained and have
already been sent to a labor camp. If
Ms. Kadeer is convicted, she could be
sent to prison for many years.

Ms. Kadeer’s case demonstrates that
even business people in China are not
safe from the arbitrary use of state
power. As China tries to become a
member of the World Trade Organiza-
tion, this reality is crucial to bear in
mind—both for Chinese and foreign in-
vestors.
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I urge my colleagues to call on the
President to seek the immediate, un-
conditional release of Ms. Kadeer, her
son, and secretary. Today I offer a
sense of the Senate resolution urging
their release, and hope it can be consid-
ered quickly and adopted unanimously
by this body.

———

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be author-
ized to meet at 9:30 a.m. on Wednesday,
February 2, 2000, in open session, to re-
ceive testimony on the situation in
Bosnia and Kosovo.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
Committee on Finance be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on February 2, 2000 at 10:00 a.m. to hear
testimony regarding the status of In-
ternal Revenue Service Reform.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR,

AND PENSIONS

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions, Subcommittee on Public
Health, be authorized to meet for a
hearing on ‘“Gene Therapy: Promoting
Patient Safety” during the session of
the Senate on Wednesday, February 2,
2000, at 9:30 a.m.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President I ask
unanimous consent that the Select
Committee on Intelligence be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Wednesday, February 2, 2000
at 10:00 a.m. To hold an open hearing
on intelligence matters.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President I ask
unanimous consent that the Select
Committee on Intelligence be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Wednesday, February 2, 2000
at 2:00 p.m. To hold an closed hearing
on intelligence matters.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

HONORING JIM ATKINSON

e Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, I rise
today to honor a true Montana hero—
Jim Atkinson. His death, after a long
battle with leukemia last December,
was a great loss to me personally and
to the State of Montana.
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You know, we always talk about how
important education is. Especially here
in Congress, we talk about how chil-
dren are the future and that we need to
invest in that future, and that’s true.
But Jim Atkinson did more than just
talk about education; he lived it. He
was on the front lines every day, as a
principal at Charlo Elementary and
later as the vice president of the Mon-
tana Association of Elementary and
Middle School Principals.

As an Administrator in the Montana
school system, Jim was instrumental
in the effort to modernize our State’s
schools. He realized quickly how im-
portant technology would be to stu-
dents, and set up a computer lab for
the Charlo school. Without people like
Jim all our talk about education
wouldn’t amount to anything. His fore-
sight and dedication to education in
Montana made him a true hero. But
there was more to Jim than just his
job.

Originally a native of Abington, PA,
it was the outdoors and the land that
brought Jim to Montana. He was an ac-
complished mountain climber and fly
fisherman. Montana’s rugged peaks and
blue ribbon trout streams had a hold
on Jim’s soul. And Jim was a true fam-
ily man. He is survived by his wife,
Luan, and his two sons, Sam and
Tyson.

Mr. President, Jim was a young man.
He was only forty-eight at the time of
his death. He spent his life serving his
community, educating children, rais-
ing his family and enjoying the land of
our majestic State. Many men would
be lucky to accomplish this much in a
hundred years. I expect Jim’s legacy
will last much longer than that.e

———

RECOGNITION OF MATTHEW E.
SCHLIMME

e Mr. ASHCROFT. Mr. President,
across America, buildings are named
for great Americans and fallen heroes
so that the living might memorialize
the legacy of those who have died.
Petty Officer 3rd Class Matthew E.
Schlimme was just such an American.
He was an extraordinary hero in serv-
ice to his nation and fellow man.

Raised on a farm in Southeast Mis-
souri, Matthew knew the value of hard
work, the necessity for respect and
consideration of others, and the need
to overcome obstacles. One such obsta-
cle he had from an early age was a fear
of the water. Not only did Matthew
join the U.S. Coast Guard to overcome
his fear, but in doing so he served his
country and saved a life.

On February 12, 1997, Officer
Schlimme and two other Coast Guards-
men were thrown overboard in 24-foot
seas while attempting to rescue a sail-
boat. Before going overboard,
Schlimme was able to buckle in Sea-
man Apprentice Benjamin Wingo. Mr.
Wingo was the sole survivor. Officer
Schlimme lost his life, but gained the
thanks of a nation.

Mr. Schlimme’s parents, Larry and
Haroletta Schlimme, of Burfordville,
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