
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S2435 April 7, 2000 
fairness and respect. Decorum and ci-
vility were not ideals but practiced 
standards. 

Biff initiated a monthly forum for 
lawyers because he saw that solo prac-
titioners and young attorneys from 
small firms were not getting the men-
toring they needed, and also, as he 
said, that ‘‘[t]here was a need for peo-
ple to be nice to each other.’’ That ef-
fort to promote professionalism and 
ethics—one lawyer described it as a 
‘‘blue-collar Inn of Court’’—is now 
called the Judge Bifferato Superior 
Court Trial Practice Forum. And for 
his leadership in that undertaking and 
in countless others, formal and infor-
mal, Biff received the inaugural Distin-
guished Mentoring Award from the 
Delaware State Bar Association. 

As Resident Judge for New Castle 
County, Biff also made it his mission 
to ensure that the courthouse staff was 
appreciated as it should be. His empha-
sis was never on hierarchy but always 
on the common effort, never on the 
power or prestige of his office but on 
the contribution of each person who 
helped make the justice system work. 
It was the Court’s staff Biff talked 
about most at his retirement recep-
tion, concluding simply, ‘‘I love them 
all.’’ 

‘‘Love’’ is a word heard often in rela-
tion to Vincent A. Bifferato. It was 
striking how often it was used at his 
retirement. Alongside words more ex-
pected at such occasions, like respect 
and esteem, ‘‘love’’ for Judge Biff was 
expressed by almost every speaker, in-
cluding the Governor, the Mayor and 
the President Judge of the Court. No 
amount of ability, no standard of pro-
fessionalism earns that kind of affec-
tion; it is, rather, a response to this 
man’s grace of spirit, to the warmth 
and sincerity he brings to relation-
ships, to the openness of his heart. 

That heart was on generous loan to 
the Superior Court and to the people of 
Delaware, but it belongs, first and al-
ways, to Biff’s family—to his wife, 
Marie, to his children and grand-
children, to his sister and to his moth-
er, who was there, sitting in the front 
row, 37 years after that first swearing- 
in ceremony. She had always been 
proud of him, she said, long before any 
of his public accomplishments and con-
tributions, because he was always ‘‘a 
nice, young boy.’’ 

Biff remarked at his send-off that it 
was ‘‘a hell of a tribute for just doing 
your job.’’ But it was, of course, much 
more a tribute to who he is, a ‘‘nice, 
young boy’’ who made the most of his 
opportunities and then sought relent-
lessly to open opportunity for others; a 
leader who not only recognizes but 
genuinely feels his common humanity 
with those in need of help; a man who 
fulfilled and enriched his father’s 
dream—for his family and for all of us. 

Biff will have a successor but never a 
replacement. As he begins to write the 
next chapter of his life, he has our im-
measurable thanks and, indeed, our 
love.∑ 

QUINCY MINE HOIST ASSOCIATION 
HONORS MR. BURTON H. BOYUM 

∑ Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. President, I rise 
today to recognize Mr. Burton H. 
Boyum, who on April 13, 2000, is being 
honored by the Board of Directors of 
the Quincy Mine Hoist Association. Mr. 
Boyum is being recognized for his 
many contributions to the history and 
preservation of the iron and copper 
mining heritage in Michigan’s Upper 
Peninsula. 

Mr. Boyum was born in Minnesota in 
1919. In 1941, he came to the Upper Pe-
ninsula, and from that time until his 
retirement in 1984, he served Cleveland 
Cliffs International as a Mining Engi-
neer. Mr. Boyum is considered the fore-
most expert on the geology, min-
eralogy, and mining heritage of the 
Upper Peninsula. He has published two 
books and two historical videos on the 
subject, and has also provided many 
fortunate citizens with free tours of 
the area. 

In his time there, Mr. Boyum has 
been an active member of many groups 
that help to preserve not only the his-
tory, but also the pure natural beauty, 
of Michigan’s Upper Peninsula. What is 
important to note, I believe, is not 
only Mr. Boyum’s involvement in these 
organizations, but his leadership with-
in them. In 1957, he served as Chairman 
of the U.P. Section of the American In-
stitute of Mining Engineers, and 
worked to preserve the World’s largest 
steam hoist. He is the only serving 
member of the Board of the Quincy 
Mine Hoist Association who took part 
in its foundation in 1961, and thus has 
played a pivotal role in making the As-
sociation the premier preserved mine 
site in the State of Michigan. He 
hosted the first Michigan State Histor-
ical Society Annual Meeting in Mar-
quette. He organized the first Mar-
quette County Historical Society coun-
ty-wide conference. He led the charge 
in forming the Michigan Iron Industry 
Museum; the Marquette Range Iron 
Mining Heritage Theme Park; the Na-
tional Ski Hall of Fame, located in 
Ishpeming, Michigan; and the Great 
Lakes Olympic Training Center, lo-
cated in Marquette, Michigan. And in 
1996, under President Boyum’s leader-
ship, the Quincy Mine Hoist Associa-
tion built the first Cog Railroad in the 
Midwest. 

In 1998, due to his incredible efforts 
for the organization, Mr. Boyum was 
named the Quincy Mine Hoist Associa-
tion’s first Chairman of the Board. He 
was also recognized in perpetuity by 
his peers, who created the Burton H. 
Boyum Award in his honor. On behalf 
of the entire Senate, I extend a much 
deserved thank you to Mr. Boyum for 
all of his incredible work.∑ 

f 

KELLOGG-HUBBARD LIBRARY 

∑ Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, Montpe-
lier, Vermont is a very special city. It 
is our state’s capital, but it is also one 
with a great sense of community. Much 

of that community pride comes from 
the Kellogg-Hubbard Library. 

The happiest memories of my child-
hood in Montpelier revolve around my 
family and the Children’s Library in 
the Kellogg-Hubbard Library. 

I ask that an article I wrote for our 
local newspaper, The Times Argus, 
about the Kellogg-Hubbard Library, its 
children’s wing and its former librar-
ian, Mrs. Holbrook, be printed in the 
RECORD. 

[From the Times Argus, June 13, 1996] 
MONTPELIER BOY REALIZES MISS HOLBROOK 

WAS RIGHT 
(By Patrick Leahy) 

The 100th anniversary of the Kellogg-Hub-
bard Library triggers memories for all of us 
who have lived in Montpelier. And they are 
great memories. 

While I was growing up, Montpelier did not 
have television. We children did not have the 
advantage of cable TV with 10 channels giv-
ing us the opportunity to buy things we 
didn’t need and would never use or another 
10 offering blessings or redemptions for an 
adequate contribution. 

Deprived as we were, we made do with the 
Lone Ranger and Inner Sanctum on the radio 
and Saturday’s serials at the Strand Theater 
on Main Street. For a few minutes on Satur-
day afternoon, we could watch Hopalong Cas-
sidy, Tarzan, Flash Gordon, Jungle Jim or 
Batman face death-defying predicaments 
that would guarantee you would be back the 
next Saturday, 14 cents in hand, to see how 
they survived (and I recall they always did). 

Having exhausted radio, Saturday mati-
nees, the latest comic books (I had a favor-
ite) and childhood games and chores, we were 
left to our own imagination. 

That was the best part. 
We were a generation who let the genies of 

our imagination out of the bottle by reading. 
Then, as now, reading was one of my greatest 
pleasures. 

My parents had owned the Waterbury 
Record Weekly newspaper and then started 
the Leahy Press in Montpelier, which they 
ran until selling it at their retirement. The 
Leahy family was at home with the printed 
word and I learned to read early in life. 

At 5 years old I went down the stairs of the 
Kellogg-Hubbard Children’s Library, and the 
years that followed provided some of the 
most important experiences of my life. 

In the ’40s and ’50s, the Kellogg-Hubbard 
was blessed with a white-haired children’s li-
brarian named Miss Holbrook. Her vocation 
in life had to be to help children read and to 
make reading enjoyable. She succeeded more 
than even she might have dreamed. 

She had the key to unlocking our imagina-
tion. 

With my parents’ encouragement, the Kel-
logg-Hubbard was a regular stop every after-
noon as I left school. On any day I had two 
or three books checked out. My sister Mary, 
brother John and I read constantly. 

In my years as U.S. senator, it seems I 
never traveled so far or experienced so much 
as I did as a child in Montpelier with daily 
visits to the library. With Miss Holbrook’s 
encouragement I had read most of Dickens 
and Robert Louis Stevenson in the early part 
of grade school. 

To this day, I remember sitting in our 
home at 136 State St. reading Treasure Is-
land on a Saturday afternoon filled with 
summer storms. I knew I heard the tap, tap, 
tap of the blind man’s stick coming down 
State Street and I remember the great relief 
of seeing my mother and father returning 
from visiting my grandparents in South 
Ryegate. 
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Miss Holbrook was right. A good and an ac-

tive imagination creates its own reality. 
In my profession, I read computer mes-

sages, briefing papers, constituent letters, 
legislation and briefings, the Congressional 
Record—and an occasional book for pleas-
ure—in all, the equivalent of a full-length 
book each day. 

Interesting as all this is, and owing much 
of my life to those earlier experiences at the 
library, the truest reading pleasure was 
then. I worry that so many children today 
miss what our libraries offer. 

During the past few years I have had many 
of my photographs published. DC Comics and 
Warner Brothers have also asked me to write 
for Batman or do voice-overs on their TV se-
ries. In each case, I have asked them to send 
my payment to the Kellogg-Hubbard Library 
to buy books for the Children’s Library. 

It is my way of saying: ‘‘Thank you, Miss 
Holbrook.’’∑ 

f 

RECOGNITION OF YMCA HEALTHY 
KIDS DAY 

∑ Mr. GRAMS. Mr. President, I rise 
today to recognize the YMCA organiza-
tion and Ys across America as they cel-
ebrate Healthy Kids Day this April 8. 

Every year on Healthy Kids Day, Ys 
focus their attention on children as 
they organize and provide an oppor-
tunity for the whole family to spend 
time together while improving their 
health. Last year, more than 1,200 
YMCAs participated in Healthy Kids 
Day events. In Minnesota, some 100 Ys 
have developed their own activities for 
this year’s Healthy Kids Day to serve 
their local needs. From cookouts to 
mentoring programs, this Saturday is 
for the children’s benefit as well as 
their families. 

Of course, the good work of the na-
tion’s YMCAs extends beyond Healthy 
Kids Day and into every day of the 
year. YMCAs promote healthy living 
habits and provide Americans of all 
ages with the tools to develop good 
character, empathizing respect and re-
sponsibility. Ys are for people of all 
faiths, races, abilities, and incomes. No 
one is turned away for inability to pay, 
as YMCA is the largest not-for-profit 
community service organization in 
America. The strength of America’s 
YMCAs is in the people they bring to-
gether. 

More than half of YMCA members 
are under the age of 18. Ys involve 
more than 8 million children in pro-
grams to help them build lasting habits 
of good health, including regular exer-
cise, healthy eating and avoidance of 
substance abuse. YMCA volunteers and 
staff act as role models for these chil-
dren to expose them to all facets of 
life. Local Ys allow kids to have a 
place to call their own, and the pro-
grams they take part in allow them to 
develop a community with their peers. 

Instead of taking a cookie-cutter ap-
proach to community service, YMCAs 
adjust their programs to fit the needs 
of their local communities. Whether 
through day camps, the Black Achiev-
ers Program, swimming lessons, family 
literacy programs, job training, transi-
tional housing, or any number of other 

important efforts, the nation’s YMCAs 
are reaching out to our communities 
and offering individualized service. 

Not merely an American institution, 
YMCAs stretch around the globe, serv-
ing more than 30 million people in 120 
countries and helping to foster strong 
kids, families and communities world- 
wide. 

Mr. President, this April 8 will build 
on that impressive record of service. I 
commend those involved in this year’s 
celebration of YMCA Healthy Kids Day 
for their tireless efforts and wish con-
tinued success to every YMCA for mak-
ing a difference in not only a child’s 
life, but the lives of people of all ages.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO NATIVE HAWAIIAN 
MASTER ARTIST ROCKY 
KA’IOLIOKAHIHIKOLO’EHU JEN-
SEN 

∑ Mr. AKAKA. Mr. President, I rise to 
pay tribute to a Native Hawaiian 
Master Artist Rocky Ka’ioliokahihi-
kolo’Ehu Jensen. Ka’ioliokahihi-
kolo’Ehu, ‘‘The black-hawk-striving- 
towards-the-source-child-of-the-Ehu,’’ 
is the descendant of High Chief 
Iwikauikau; Hawaiian warrior chiefs 
from the islands of Hawai’i 
(Keli’iwaiho’ikeone); Kaua’i 
(Kahihikolo); Moloka’i (Keka’ alauniu); 
and O’ahu (Ka’io); and Kahuna 
(Shaman) from Ko’olaupoko, O’ahu 
(Mamaki) and Manoa, O’ahu (Papanu’ 
umealani). Rocky is one of Hawai’i’s 
brightest local talents who has dedi-
cated his life to the perpetuation of Ha-
waiian culture through his powerful ar-
tistry. He is recognized by our State 
Foundation on Culture and the Arts as 
a master sculptor and is talented in 
other media as well. 

Born in Honolulu on April 8, 1944, 
Rocky Jensen absorbed cultural tradi-
tions from his grandparents with whom 
he spent his summers. His artistic tal-
ents were recognized at an early age 
when he won his first art scholarship 
from the Honolulu Academy of Arts at 
the age of nine. He was educated in Ha-
wai’i and the mainland where he grad-
uated from junior college. This tal-
ented artist continued his post-sec-
ondary education in Hawai’i and was 
tutored by renown artists. He has in 
turn lectured, conducted seminars, ad-
vised and served as a consultant on Ha-
waiian issues, and written magazine 
and newspaper articles on Hawaiian 
history and art. He continues to do so. 

Rocky Jensen has held numerous ex-
hibitions in leading museums of the 
world, including several first such as 
the organizing Hale Naua III, the first 
native art society and the first contem-
porary native Hawaiian are exhibit at 
Honolulu Hale as well as the Bishop 
Museum. He has been recognized in 
American Artists of Renown: 1981–1982, 
Crafts of America (1987–1989), and the 
California Art Review: 1990. 

Rocky Jensen’s better known works 
include his 1970 illustration of ‘‘twenty 
men’’ for ‘‘Men of Ancient Hawai’i,’’ in 
which he set a precedent for proper his-

torical attire and artifacts. To this 
day, this illustration stands as testi-
mony to meticulous research and ar-
tistry. More recently, Rocky has been 
acclaimed for Na Lehua Helele’i, a me-
morial which honors pre-contact Ha-
waiian warriors. Lehua greets visitors 
at the entrance of the U.S. Army Mu-
seum of Hawaii at Fort DeRussy, the 
most visited Army Museum. 

Na Lehua Helele’i, ‘‘the scattered 
lehua blossoms,’’ an ancient Hawaiian 
phrase that equates the red petals with 
the blood of fallen warriors, is one of 
his major works and perhaps his most 
heroic, sculptured with great force and 
expression. Lehua, a memorial to pre- 
contact Hawaiian warriors, consists of 
five eight-foot-tall images of Ku, the 
god of war, carved out of native ohi’a 
logs and ensconced in a semi-circle 
fronting the museum. Each image is 
similar but depicts the different faces 
of Ku, his benign, healing qualities as 
well as warlike aspects. Na Lehua 
Helele’i was a twenty-year labor of love 
and commitment at great personal sac-
rifice. Since its unveiling a year ago, 
some have proclaimed it to be one of 
the best works in the state. 

Mr. President, I salute the talent and 
generosity of Native Hawaiian Master 
Artist Rocky Ka’ioliokahihikolo’ Ehu 
Jensen. To Lucia, wife and partner, 
mahalo from the bottom of my heart 
for sharing Rocky with us. And, taking 
advantage of a fortuitous and joyful co-
incidence, happy birthday, Rocky, and 
many, many more years of outstanding 
artistry. I also want to take this oppor-
tunity to wish you and Lucia every 
success as you launch Makaku or 
‘‘inner Eye,’’ your studio/school.∑ 

f 

THE 85TH ANNIVERSARY OF MON-
ROE COUNTY AMERICAN RED 
CROSS 

∑ Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. President, I rise 
today to recognize the 85th Anniver-
sary of the Monroe County Chapter of 
the American Red Cross. Since April 
30, 1915, this chapter has faithfully 
served the citizens of Monroe County, 
Michigan, providing aid and comfort in 
times when it is needed most. 

The Monroe County Chapter was 
founded by several prominent citizens 
of the community, many of whom were 
members of the National American Red 
Cross. During that first year, the 
founders conducted a membership 
drive, recruited an anti-tuberculosis 
visiting nurse, provided funds to aid 
the starving in Mexico and began a Red 
Cross Christmas Stamp campaign. 
These activities were just the begin-
ning of an 85-year tradition of services 
that have carried the generosity of 
Monroe County’s residents to people in 
need in all parts of the world. 

In addition to its emergency disaster 
relief efforts to residents countywide, 
the Monroe County Chapter has dem-
onstrated remarkable adaptability, en-
abling it to continue to meet both 
changing local and global needs. Since 
the inception of the chapter’s annual 
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