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through 2005 and revising the budg-
etary levels for fiscal year 2000.
AMENDMENT NO. 2940

At the request of Mr. ASHCROFT, the
name of the Senator from Delaware
(Mr. BIDEN) was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 2940 intended to be pro-
posed to S. Con. Res. 101, an original
concurrent resolution setting forth the
congressional budget for the United
States Government for fiscal years 2001
through 2005 and revising the budg-
etary levels for fiscal year 2000.

AMENDMENT NO. 2944

At the request of Mr. L.. CHAFEE, the
names of the Senator from California
(Mrs. FEINSTEIN), and the Senator from
Wisconsin (Mr. KOHL) were added as co-
sponsors of amendment No. 2944 in-
tended to be proposed to S. Con. Res.
101, an original concurrent resolution
setting forth the congressional budget
for the United States Government for
fiscal years 2001 through 2005 and revis-
ing the budgetary levels for fiscal year
2000.

At the request of Mr. WARNER, his
name was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 2944 intended to be pro-
posed to S. Con. Res. 101, an original
concurrent resolution setting forth the
congressional budget for the United
States Government for fiscal years 2001
through 2005 and revising the budg-
etary levels for fiscal year 2000.

At the request of Mr. STEVENS, his
name was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 2944 intended to be pro-
posed to S. Con. Res. 101, an original
concurrent resolution setting forth the
congressional budget for the United
States Government for fiscal years 2001
through 2005 and revising the budg-
etary levels for fiscal year 2000.

AMENDMENT NO. 2947

At the request of Mr. SANTORUM, the
names of the Senator from Idaho (Mr.
CRAIG), and the Senator from Wash-
ington (Mr. GORTON) were added as co-
sponsors of amendment No. 2947 in-
tended to be proposed to S. Con. Res.
101, an original concurrent resolution
setting forth the congressional budget
for the United States Government for
fiscal years 2001 through 2005 and revis-
ing the budgetary levels for fiscal year
2000.

AMENDMENT NO. 2951

At the request of Mr. KENNEDY, the
names of the Senator from Hawaii (Mr.
AKAKA), the Senator from Maryland
(Ms. MIKULSKI), the Senator from
Vermont (Mr. LEAHY), the Senator
from Minnesota (Mr. WELLSTONE), the
Senator from Rhode Island (Mr. REED),
and the Senator from Illinois (Mr. DUR-
BIN) were added as cosponsors of
amendment No. 2951 intended to be pro-
posed to S. Con. Res. 101, an original
concurrent resolution setting forth the
congressional budget for the United
States Government for fiscal years 2001
through 2005 and revising the budg-
etary levels for fiscal year 2000.

AMENDMENT NO. 2954

At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, his

name was added as a cosponsor of
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amendment No. 2954 intended to be pro-
posed to S. Con. Res. 101, an original
concurrent resolution setting forth the
congressional budget for the United
States Government for fiscal years 2001
through 2005 and revising the budg-
etary levels for fiscal year 2000.

At the request of Mrs. BOXER, her
name was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 2954 intended to be pro-
posed to S. Con. Res. 101, an original
concurrent resolution setting forth the
congressional budget for the United
States Government for fiscal years 2001
through 2005 and revising the budg-
etary levels for fiscal year 2000.

At the request of Mr. LAUTENBERG,
his name was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 2954 intended to be pro-
posed to S. Con. Res. 101, an original
concurrent resolution setting forth the
congressional budget for the United
States Government for fiscal years 2001
through 2005 and revising the budg-
etary levels for fiscal year 2000.

At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, her
name was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 2954 intended to be pro-
posed to S. Con. Res. 101, an original
concurrent resolution setting forth the
congressional budget for the TUnited
States Government for fiscal years 2001
through 2005 and revising the budg-
etary levels for fiscal year 2000.

At the request of Mr. LEAHY, his
name was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 2954 intended to be pro-
posed to S. Con. Res. 101, an original
concurrent resolution setting forth the
congressional budget for the United
States Government for fiscal years 2001
through 2005 and revising the budg-
etary levels for fiscal year 2000.

At the request of Mr. KENNEDY, his
name was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 2954 intended to be pro-
posed to S. Con. Res. 101, an original
concurrent resolution setting forth the
congressional budget for the United
States Government for fiscal years 2001
through 2005 and revising the budg-
etary levels for fiscal year 2000.

At the request of Mr. REED, his name
was added as a cosponsor of amend-
ment No. 2954 intended to be proposed
to S. Con. Res. 101, an original concur-
rent resolution setting forth the con-
gressional budget for the United States
Government for fiscal years 2001
through 2005 and revising the budg-
etary levels for fiscal year 2000.

AMENDMENT NO. 2958

At the request of Mr. FITZGERALD,
the name of the Senator from Ohio
(Mr. VOINOVICH) was added as a cospon-
sor of amendment No. 2958 intended to
be proposed to S. Con. Res. 101, an
original concurrent resolution setting
forth the congressional budget for the
United States Government for fiscal
years 2001 through 2005 and revising the
budgetary levels for fiscal year 2000.

AMENDMENT NO. 2961

At the request of Mr. FITZGERALD,
the names of the Senator from Georgia
(Mr. COVERDELL), the Senator from
Oklahoma (Mr. NICKLES), the Senator
from New Hampshire (Mr. GREGG), the
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Senator from Ohio (Mr. VOINOVICH), the
Senator from New Hampshire (Mr.
SMITH), the Senator from Wyoming
(Mr. ENzI), the Senator from Arizona
(Mr. KYL), the Senator from Michigan
(Mr. ABRAHAM), the Senator from Flor-
ida (Mr. MACK), the Senator from
Texas (Mr. GRAMM), the Senator from
Idaho (Mr. CrRAPO), and the Senator
from Pennsylvania (Mr. SANTORUM)
were added as cosponsors of amend-
ment No. 2961 intended to be proposed
to S. Con. Res. 101, an original concur-
rent resolution setting forth the con-
gressional budget for the United States
Government for fiscal years 2001
through 2005 and revising the budg-
etary levels for fiscal year 2000.

———————

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION ON
THE BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR
2001

GRAHAM (AND OTHERS)
AMENDMENT NO. 2966

(Ordered to lie on the table.)

Mr. GRAHAM (for himself, Mr. LIE-
BERMAN, Mr. BAYH, Mrs. LANDRIEU,
Mrs. LINCOLN, Mr. BREAUX, Mr. ROBB,
and Mr. EDWARDS) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
them to the concurrent resolution (S.
Con. Res. 101) setting forth the con-
gressional budget for the United States
Government for fiscal years 2001
through 2005 and revising the budg-
etary levels for fiscal year 2000; as fol-
lows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . RESERVE FUND FOR ADDITIONAL ESEA
FUNDING IN THE SENATE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—In the Senate, upon re-
porting of a bill, the offering of an amend-
ment thereto, or the submission of a con-
ference report thereon that allows local edu-
cational agencies to use appropriated funds
to carry out activities under a reauthorized
Elementary and Secondary Education Act
that complies with subsection (b), the Chair-
man of the Committee on the Budget of the
Senate may increase the functional totals
and outlay aggregates and allocations—

(1) for fiscal year 2001 by not more than
$3,000,000,000; and

(2) for the period of fiscal years 2001
through 2005 by not more than $15,000,000,000.

(b) CONDITION.—Legislation complies with
this subsection if it provides—

(1) increased accountability;

(2) encouragement of State educational
agencies (SEAs) and local educational agen-
cies (LEAs) to establish high student per-
formance standards;

(3) a concentration of resources around
central education goals, including compen-
satory education for disadvantaged children
and youth, teacher quality and professional
development, innovative education strate-
gies, programs for limited English pro-
ficiency students, student safety, and edu-
cational technology; and

(4) an allocation of funds that targets the
most impoverished areas and schools most
likely to be in distress.

GRAHAM AMENDMENT NO. 2967
(Ordered to lie on the table.)
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Mr. GRAHAM submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him
to the concurrent resolution, S. Con.
Res. 101, supra; as follows:

On page 4, line 8, increase the amount by
$42,000,000,000.

On page 4, line 17, decrease the amount by
$42,000,000,000

On page 5, line 1, increase the amount by
$42,000,000,000.

On page 5, line 11, increase the amount by
$42,000,000,000.

On page 6, line 10, decrease the amount by
$43,033,000,000.

On page 22, line 23, increase the amount by
$42,000,000,000.

On page 22, line 24, increase the amount by
$42,000,000,000.

On page 29, line 4, decrease the amount by
$42,000,000,000.

INHOFE (AND OTHERS)
AMENDMENT NO. 2968

(Ordered to lie on the table.)

Mr. INHOFE (for himself, Mr. SES-
SIONS, and Mr. COCHRAN) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
them to the concurrent resolution, S.
Con. Res. 101, supra; as follows:

At the end of title III, insert the following:
SEC. .SENSE OF THE SENATE.

(a) FINDINGS.—The Senate finds that—

(1) local educational agencies are obligated
to provide a free public education to all chil-
dren even though Federal activity may de-
prive the local educational agencies of the
ability to collect sufficient property or sales
taxes to support the education of the chil-
dren;

(2) the Impact Aid program is designed to
compensate local educational agencies for
the substantial and continuing financial bur-
den resulting from tax revenue lost as a re-
sult of Federal activities;

(3) the Impact Aid program has not been
fully funded since 1980 and this shortfall has
caused local educational agencies to forego
needed infrastructure repairs, delay the pur-
chase of educational materials, delay the
purchase of properly equipped buses for dis-
abled children, and delay other pressing
needs; and

(4) both Congress and the Administration
have committed to making education a top
priority.

(b) SENSE OF THE SENSE.—It is the sense of
the Senate that the levels in this resolution
assume that the Impact Aid Program strive
to reach the goal that Section 8003(b) of the
program is funded at 64% in fiscal year 2001
appropriation cycle; 76% in fiscal year 2002
appropriation cycle; 88% in fiscal year 2003
appropriation cycle; and 100% in fiscal year
2004 appropriation cycle.

DORGAN AMENDMENT NO. 2969

(Ordered to lie on the table.)

Mr. DORGAN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him
to the concurrent resolution, S. Con.
Res. 101, supra; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. = . SENSE OF THE SENATE REGARDING
PAYMENTS TO RURAL PROVIDERS
UNDER THE MEDICARE PROGRAM.

(a) FINDINGS.—The Senate makes the fol-
lowing findings:

(1) Nearly 1 in 4 medicare beneficiaries live
in rural areas.

(2) Rural medicare beneficiaries pay into
the medicare program under title XVIII of
the Social Security Act at the same rate as
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their urban counterparts, but they receive
fewer benefits.

(3) Currently, 50 percent (2,525 hospitals) of
the Nation’s 5,070 hospitals have fewer than
100 beds, and 56 percent of the Nation’s hos-
pitals are located in rural areas.

(4) For some rural hospitals, medicare pay-
ments account for as much as 87 percent of
the total revenues of the hospital.

(5) A 1999 study of the impact of Balanced
Budget Act of 1997 (in this section referred to
as the “BBA”) on hospital profit margins
found that hospitals with less than 100 beds,
which are predominately rural hospitals, are
financially hardest hit by the BBA.

(6) Left unchecked, the BBA would cause
the profit margins of these predominantly
rural hospitals to decrease from positive 4.2
percent in fiscal year 1998 to negative 5.6 per-
cent in fiscal year 2002, a drop of 233 percent.

(7) On average, reimbursement for items
and services under the medicare program
provided in rural areas is substantially lower
than in urban areas, and this inequity can-
not be explained by current differences in
the costs associated with providing items
and services in rural and urban areas.

(8) Currently, increasing numbers of rural
communities face critical losses of local
health professionals through retirement or
the emigration of these professionals to larg-
er communities offering opportunities for
better income.

(9) Similarly, a lack of opportunity occurs
for each Medicare+Choice organization that
offers a Medicare+Choice plan in a rural
county because the annual Medicare+Choice
capitation rate for a beneficiary enrolled in
such a plan is less than % of the rate paid to
such an organization under the medicare
program on behalf of a beneficiary enrolled
in a Medicare+Choice plan in an urban coun-
ty.

(10) Congress took a step forward in con-
fronting and addressing the funding crisis for
medicare beneficiaries requiring hospital
care, home health care, skilled nursing care,
and other basic care in rural communities
through the Medicare, Medicaid, and SCHIP
Balanced Budget Refinement Act of 1999.

(b) SENSE OF THE SENATE.—It is the sense
of the Senate that the assumptions under-
lying the functional totals in this concurrent
resolution on the budget assume that, during
deliberations on structural reforms to the
medicare program under title XVIII of the
Social Security Act—

(1) Congress should ensure the viability of
all health services to medicare beneficiaries
residing in rural communities, including in-
patient hospital care, outpatient care,
skilled nursing facility and therapy services,
home health care, and services provided
under a Medicare+Choice plan; and

(2) the President and Congress should ad-
dress the continuing inequities between pay-
ments under the medicare program to pro-
viders for items and services furnished to
medicare beneficiaries residing in urban
communities versus payments for such items
and services furnished to medicare bene-
ficiaries residing in rural communities, as
such inequities result in a chronic shortage
of providers of care for rural beneficiaries,
who pay into the medicare program at the
same rate as beneficiaries in urban areas.

DORGAN (AND ROBB) AMENDMENT
NO. 2970

(Ordered to lie on the table.)

Mr. DORGAN (for himself and Mr.
ROBB) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by them to the
concurrent resolution, S. Con. Res. 101,
supra; as follows:

At the appropriate place,
lowing:

add the fol-
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. SENSE OF CONGRESS REGARDING THE
NEED FOR ADDITIONAL FEDERAL
FUNDING AND TAX INCENTIVES FOR
EMPOWERMENT ZONES AND ENTER-
PRISE COMMUNITIES AUTHORIZED
AND DESIGNATED PURSUANT TO
1997 AND 1998 LAWS.

(a) FINDINGS.—The Senate finds that—

(1) providing Federal tax incentives and
other incentives to distressed communities
across the Nation to help them rebuild and
grow was one of the important goals of the
Taxpayer Relief Act of 1997 and the Omnibus
Consolidated and Emergency Supplemental
Appropriations Act, 1999;

(2) to help reach that goal, the Taxpayer
Relief Act of 1997 authorized 20 additional
empowerment zones, 15 urban and 5 rural,
followed by 20 new rural enterprise commu-
nities authorized in 1998;

(3) the 1997 law authorizing this second
round of empowerment zones (EZs) was also
significant and important because it broad-
ened empowerment zone eligibility, for the
first time, to Indian tribes and rural regions
suffering from massive out-migration;

(4) many of our urban and rural commu-
nities are not sharing in the benefits of the
prolonged economic expansion now enjoyed
by many other parts of our country;

(5) a total of more than 250 economically
distressed urban and rural communities com-
peted for the 20 new empowerment zones and
20 new rural enterprise communities, and
those areas designated as zones and commu-
nities should be provided with the Federal
incentives and encouragement they need to
attract new businesses, and the jobs they
provide, in order to stimulate economic
growth and improvement;

(6) unfortunately, those areas that are des-
ignated EZs or ECs under the 1997 and 1998
laws or rural economic area partnerships
(REAPs) by the Department of Agriculture,
are not given the full advantage of Social
Services Block Grant funds, tax credits, and
some other Federal incentives that Congress
provided to the first round of empowerment
zones and enterprise communities authorized
pursuant to 1993 budget legislation;

(7) Congress should act swiftly to provide
such designated areas an equal share of tax
incentives, grant benefits, and other Federal
support at aggregate levels of at least that
provided by Congress to distressed urban and
rural empowerment zones and enterprise
communities pursuant to the 1993 omnibus
budget reconciliation bill; and

(8) a fully funded second round of EZs and
ECs is estimated to create and retain about
90,000 jobs and stimulate $10,000,000,000 in pri-
vate and public investments over the next
decade.

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that the levels in this resolution
assume that—

(1) if Congress and the President agree to a
substantial tax relief measure, such measure
should include full funding for the second
round of empowerment zones and enterprise
communities authorized in 1997 and 1998 as
well as those areas currently designated
rural economic area partnerships (REAPSs)
by the Department of Agriculture; and

(2) all such designated distressed areas,
rural and urban, should equally share at
least the same aggregate level of funding,
tax incentives, and other Federal support
that Congress provided to urban and rural
empowerment zones and enterprise commu-
nities authorized by the 1993 omnibus budget
reconciliation bill.

DORGAN AMENDMENT NO. 2971

(Ordered to lie on the table.)
Mr. DORGAN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him

SEC.
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to the concurrent resolution, S. Con.
Res. 101, supra; as follows:

At the end of title III, insert the following:

SEC. . SENSE OF THE SENATE REGARDING
THE ENFORCEMENT OF TRADE
AGREEMENTS.

(a) FINDINGS.—The Senate makes the fol-
lowing findings:

(1) The United States Trade Representa-
tive’s 2000 National Trade Estimate Report
on Foreign Trade Barriers documents numer-
ous foreign barriers to United States exports
that are not consistent with international
trade rules and which are actionable under
United States trade law and the World Trade
Organization.

(2) Foreign barriers that impede United
States exports contribute substantially to
the United States merchandise trade deficit
which has been expanding at an alarming
rate, and which soared to $347,000,000,000 in
1999.

(3) Huge chronic trade imbalances are not
in the national interest of the United States,
and cannot be sustained indefinitely without
harming the economic prosperity of the
United States.

(4) United States lives and communities
are being injured by a flood of foreign goods
coming across United States borders. Many
goods are being dumped unfairly below their
true value.

(5) It is important to United States work-
ers, farmers, ranchers, and businesses that
the United States have sufficient tools and
resources to enforce the commitments made
by its trading partners.

(6) The United States merchandise trade
deficit with the People’s Republic of China
surged to nearly $70,000,000,000 in 1999, and
the burden on those who enforce our trade
agreements will increase enormously under
the proposed United States-China World
Trade Organization accession agreement.

(b) SENSE OF THE SENATE.—It is the sense
of the Senate that the levels in this resolu-
tion assume that—

(1) Congress should fully fund the trade en-
forcement initiative contained in the budget
submitted by the President for fiscal year
2001 pursuant to section 1105 of title 31,
United States Code, so the United States can
begin to dedicate sufficient manpower and
resources to matters and transactions deal-
ing with trade monitoring and enforcement,
and negotiation of trade agreements that
benefit United States producers, businesses,
and communities;

(2) the President and the executive branch
of the Government should aggressively en-
force United States trade agreements with
the full range of United States trade laws,
including sections 310, 201, and 301 of the
Trade Act of 1974, and United States anti-
dumping laws; and

(3) the President and executive branch of
the Government should give high priority to
reducing the United States trade deficit.

DORGAN (AND WELLSTONE)
AMENDMENT NO. 2972

(Ordered to lie on the table.)

Mr. DORGAN (for himself and Mr.
WELLSTONE) submitted an amendment
intended to be proposed by them to the
concurrent resolution, S. Con. Res. 101,
supra; as follows:

On page 48, strike lines 1 through 15 and in-
sert the following:

SEC. 212. SENSE OF THE SENATE REGARDING BU-
REAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS SCHOOL
CONSTRUCTION TRUST FUND.

It is the sense of the Senate that the levels
in this resolution assume that Congress
should enact legislation this year that con-
tains the following provision:
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“SEC. . SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION TRUST FUND.

‘“(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be
cited as the ‘School Construction Trust Fund
Act of 2000°.

“(b) ESTABLISHMENT OF TRUST FUND.—
There is established in the Treasury of the
United States a trust fund, to be known as
the School Construction Trust Fund (in this
section referred to as the ‘Trust Fund’). The
Trust Fund shall be administered by the Sec-
retary of the Treasury.

‘“(c) DEepOSITS.—Funds made available
under section 7(a)(3) of the Federal Reserve
Act (12 U.S.C. 289(3)), as added by this sec-
tion, shall be deposited in the Trust Fund in
accordance with that section.

‘(d) EXPENDITURE OF TRUST FUNDS.—The
Secretary of the Treasury shall make the
amount in the Trust Fund available to the
Bureau of Indian Affairs, annually, to re-
main available until expended, for the con-
struction, expansion, improvement, or repair
of Bureau funded schools (as defined in sec-
tion 1146 of the Education Amendments of
1978 (25 U.S.C. 2026)).

‘‘(e) SOURCE OF FUNDS.—Section 7(a) of the
Federal Reserve Act (12 U.S.C. 289) is amend-
ed by adding at the end the following:

‘““(3) TRANSFER OF FUNDS TO SCHOOL CON-
STRUCTION TRUST FUND.—From any amount
in the surplus fund of any Federal reserve
bank, there shall be transferred to the
School Construction Trust Fund established
under the School Construction Trust Fund
Act of 2000—

‘““‘(A) a total of $300,000,000 in fiscal year
2001; and

““4(B) a total of $200,000,000 in each of fiscal
years 2002 through 2005.”’.

GRAMM AMENDMENT NO. 2973

Mr. GRAMM proposed an amendment
to the concurrent resolution, S. Con.
Res. 101, supra; as follows:

FEDERAL REVENUE TOTALS

On page 4, line 3, decrease the amount by
$0.

On page 4,
$1.

On page 4,
$1.

On page 4,
$1.

On page 4,
$1.

On page 4, line 8, decrease the amount by
$1.
FEDERAL REVENUE CHANGES

On page 4, line 12, increase the amount by

line 4, decrease the amount by

line 5, decrease the amount by

line 6, decrease the amount by

line 7, decrease the amount by

$Obn page 4, line 13, increase the amount by
$lbn page 4, line 14, increase the amount by
$lbn page 4, line 15, increase the amount by
$1‘On page 4, line 16, increase the amount by
$lbn page 4, line 17, increase the amount by
illls;.w BUDGET AUTHORITY

On page 4, line 21, increase the amount by
$0

$1
$1

On page 4, line 22, increase the amount by
On page 4, line 23, increase the amount by

bn page 4, line 24, increase the amount by
$1‘On page 4, line 25, increase the amount by
$lbn page 5, line 1, increase the
itDGET OUTLAYS

On page 5, line 6,

$0.

amount by

increase the amount by
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On page 5, line 7, increase the amount by
$1bn page 5, line 8, increase the amount by
$lbn page 5, line 9, increase the amount by
$lbn page 5, line 10, increase the amount by
$lbn page 5, line 11, increase the amount by
ilE.]T INTEREST BUDGET AUTHORITY

On page 26, line 3, increase the amount by
$Obn page 26, line 7, increase the amount by
$lbn page 26, line 11, increase the amount by
$lbn page 26, line 15, increase the amount by
$lbn page 26, line 19, increase the amount by
$lbn page 26, line 23, increase the amount by
illéT INTEREST OUTLAYS

On page 26, line 4, increase the amount by
$Obn page 26, line 8, increase the amount by
$lbn page 26, line 12, increase the amount by
$lbn page 26, line 16, increase the amount by
$lbn page 26, line 20, increase the amount by
$lbn page 26, line 24, increase the amount by
3lgi"tBLIC DEBT

On page 5, line 22, increase the amount by
$Obn page b, line 23, increase the amount by
$lbn page 5, line 24, increase the amount by
$lbn page 5, line 25, increase the amount by
$lbn page 6, line 1, increase the amount by
$lbn page 6, line 2, increase the
:Ii]iéBT HELD BY THE PUBLIC

On page 6, line 5, increase

amount by

the amount by
$0.
On page 6, line 6, increase the amount by
$1.
On page 6, line 7, increase the amount by
$1.

On page 6, line 8, increase the amount by
$1.
On page 6, line 9, increase the amount by
$1.
On page 6, line 10, increase the amount by
$1.

TAX CUT

On page 29, line 3, increase the amount by
$1.
On page 29, line 4, increase the amount by
$1.

DEFICIT INCREASE

On page b, line 14, increase the amount by
$0.

On page 5, line 15, increase the amount by
$1.
On page 5, line 16, increase the amount by
$1.
On page 5, line 17, increase the amount by
$1.
On page b, line 18, increase the amount by
$1.

On page 5, line 19, increase the amount by

$1;

and insert the following:

SEC. . SENSE OF THE SENATE ON THE INTER-
NAL COMBUSTION ENGINE.

It is the sense of the Senate that the levels
in this resolution assume that the Senate
will not, on behalf of Vice President Al Gore,
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increase gasoline and diesel fuel taxes by
$1.50 per gallon effective July 1, 2000, and by
an additional $1.50 per gallon effective fiscal
year 2005, as part of ‘‘a coordinated global
program to accomplish the strategic goal of
completely eliminating the internal combus-
tion engine over, say, a twenty-five year pe-
riod” since ‘‘their cumulative impact on the
global environment is posing a mortal threat
to the security of every nation that is more
deadly than that of any military enemy we
are ever again likely to confront.”’

BIDEN (AND OTHERS) AMENDMENT
NO. 2974

(Ordered to lie on the table.)

Mr. BIDEN (for himself, Mr. HATCH,
and Mr. CLELAND) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by them
to the concurrent resolution, S. Con.
Res. 101, supra; as follows:

At the end of title III, insert the following:

SEC. = . SENSE OF THE SENATE REGARDING
SUPPORT FOR FEDERAL, STATE,
AND LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT
AND FOR THE VIOLENT CRIME RE-
DUCTION TRUST FUND.
(a) FINDINGS.—The Senate finds the fol-
lowing:

(1) Our Federal, State, and local law en-
forcement officers provide essential services
that preserve and protect our freedom and
safety, and with the support of Federal as-
sistance such as the Local Law Enforcement
Block Grant program, the Juvenile Account-
ability Incentive Block Grant Program, the
COPS Program, and the Byrne Grant pro-
gram, State and local law enforcement offi-
cers have succeeded in reducing the national
scourge of violent crime, illustrated by a
violent crime rate that has dropped in each
of the years since the fund was established.

(2) Assistance, such as the Violent Offender
Incarceration/Truth in Sentencing Incentive
Grants, provided to State corrections sys-
tems to encourage truth in sentencing laws
for violent offenders has resulted in longer
time served by violent criminals and safer
streets for law abiding people across the Na-
tion.

(3) Through a comprehensive effort by
State and local law enforcement to attack
violence against women, in concert with the
efforts of dedicated volunteers and profes-
sionals who provide victim services, shelter,
counseling, and advocacy to battered women
and their children, important strides have
been made against the national scourge of
violence against women.

(4) Despite recent gains, the violent crime
rate remains high by historical standards.

(5) Federal efforts to investigate and pros-
ecute international terrorism and complex
interstate and international crime are vital
aspects of a national anticrime strategy, and
should be maintained.

(6) The recent gains by Federal, State, and
local law enforcement in the fight against
violent crime and violence against women
are fragile, and continued financial commit-
ment from the Federal Government for fund-
ing and financial assistance is required to
sustain and build upon these gains.

(7) The Violent Crime Reduction Trust
Fund, enacted as a part of the Violent Crime
Control and Law Enforcement Act of 1994,
funds the Violent Crime Control and Law
Enforcement Act of 1994, the Violence
Against Women Act of 1994, and the
Antiterrorism and Effective Death Penalty
Act of 1996, without adding to the Federal
budget deficit.

(b) SENSE OF THE SENATE.—It is the sense
of the Senate that the levels in this resolu-
tion assume that the Federal Government’s
commitment to fund Federal law enforce-
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ment programs and programs to assist State
and local efforts to combat violent crime,
such as the Local Law enforcement Block
Grant Program, the Juvenile Accountability
Incentive Block Grant Program, the Violent
Offender Incarceration/Truth in Sentencing
Incentive Grants program, the Violence
Against Women Act, the COPS Program, and
the Byrne Grant program, shall be main-
tained, and that funding for the Violent
Crime Reduction Trust Fund shall continue
to at least fiscal year 2005.

BIDEN (AND OTHERS) AMENDMENT
NO. 2975

(Ordered to lie on the table.)

Mr. BIDEN (for himself, Mr. HARKIN,
Mr. ROBB, Mr. SCHUMER, and Mr.
CLELAND) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by them to the
concurrent resolution, S. Con. Res. 101,
supra; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . SENSE OF THE SENATE REGARDING
THE COPS PROGRAM.

(a) FINDINGS.—The Senate makes the fol-
lowing findings:

(1) State and local law enforcement offi-
cers provide essential services that preserve
and protect our freedom and safety and, with
the support of the Community Oriented Po-
licing Service program (referred to in this
section as the ““COPS program’), State and
local law enforcement officers have suc-
ceeded in reducing the national scourge of
violent crime.

(2) As a result of the assistance provided
under the COPS program, our Nation’s crime
rate has reached its lowest level in more
than a generation.

(3) As a result of the COPS program, State
and local law enforcement agencies have re-
ceived funds for more than 103,000 officers
and more than 60,000 of those officers are on
the beat, fighting crime, and improving the
quality of life in our neighborhoods and
schools.

(4) The COPS program has assisted in ad-
vancing community policing nationwide.
Today, 87 percent of the Nation is served by
a law enforcement agency that conducts
community policing.

(5) All major national law enforcement and
government organizations including the
International Association of Chiefs of Police,
the International Brotherhood of Police Offi-
cers, the Fraternal Order of Police, the Na-
tional Sheriffs’ Association, the National
Troopers Coalition, the International Union
of Police Associations, the Federal Law En-
forcement Officers Association, the National
Association of Police Organizations, the Na-
tional Organization of Black Law Enforce-
ment Executives, the Police Executive Re-
search Forum, the Police Foundation, the
Major Cities Chiefs, the United States Con-
ference of Mayors, and the County Execu-
tives of America support the continuation
and full funding of the COPS program
through fiscal year 2005.

(6) The implementation of community po-
licing as a law enforcement strategy is an
important factor in the recent reduction of
crime in our streets and communities. The
national crime rate has fallen for an unprec-
edented 7% years. The COPS program and
the crime fighting strategies developed by
the initiative have demonstrated the Na-
tion’s commitment to help reduce the crime
rate to levels unseen for the past 25 years.

(7) Despite recent gains, crime is still too
high in the United States. A violent crime is
committed every 21 seconds, a woman raped
every 6 minutes, and a person murdered
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every 31 minutes in the United States. We
must continue to fight this battle against
crime and violence and reinvest in the gains
made by the COPS program.

(8) The COPS program has been at the fore-
front of addressing violence in our schools.
During the past year, the COPS program has
funded over 2,200 school resource officers and
estimates that an additional 1,500 officers
will be funded by the end of fiscal year 2000.

(9) More than $31,000,000 has been awarded
to law enforcement agencies and school dis-
tricts through the School Based Partnership
and School Based Partnership 1999 grant pro-
grams. These funds have assisted agencies in
fostering problem-solving partnerships with
local communities and schools to address the
catastrophic youth violence and delinquency
crisis that has plagued our Nation.

(10) Communities throughout the United
States desperately need the expertise and as-
sistance that the COPS program provides
through grants as well as training and tech-
nical assistance.

(11) The COPS program has experienced
much success during the past 6 years, but
our Nation still has a struggle ahead. The
crime rate is down, but it is still too high.
We must strengthen our commitment to pub-
lic safety and continue the support that the
COPS program provides to the law enforce-
ment community.

(b) SENSE OF THE SENATE.—It is the sense
of the Senate that the levels in this resolu-
tion assume the commitment of the Federal
Government to continue funding the COPS
program, and that funding for the COPS pro-
gram should continue at least through fiscal
year 2005.

BAYH (AND OTHERS) AMENDMENT
NO. 2976

(Ordered to lie on the table.)

Mr. BAYH (for himself, Mr. DOMENICI,
Mr. BINGAMAN, Mr. BREAUX, Mr.
EDWARDS, Mr. SESSIONS, Mr. GRAHAM,
Mr. CLELAND, Ms. LANDRIEU, Mr. JOHN-
SON, Mr. LIEBERMAN, Mr. LUGAR, and
Mr. ABRAHAM) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by them
to the concurrent resolution, S. Con.
Res. 101, supra; as follows:

At the end of title III, insert the following:
SEC. . SENSE OF THE SENATE REGARDING

THE PROMOTION OF RESPONSIBLE
FATHERHOOD.

(a) FINDINGS.—The Senate finds that—

(1) 40 percent of children who live in house-
holds without a father have not seen their
father in at least 1 year and 50 percent of
such children have never visited their fa-
ther’s home;

(2) approximately 50 percent of all children
born in the United States spend at least %2 of
their childhood in a family without a father
figure;

(3) nearly 20 percent of children in grades 6
through 12 report that they have not had a
meaningful conversation with even 1 parent
in over a month;

(4) 3 out of 4 adolescents report that ‘‘they
do not have adults in their lives that model
positive behaviors’’;

(5) many of the United States’ leading ex-
perts on family and child development agree
that it is in the best interest of both children
and the United States to encourage more
two-parent, father-involved families to form
and endure;

(6) it is important to promote responsible
fatherhood and encourage loving and healthy
relationships between parents and their chil-
dren in order to increase the chance that
children will have two caring parents to help
them grow up healthy and secure and not
to—
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(A) denigrate the standing or parenting ef-
forts of single mothers, whose efforts are he-
roic;

(B) lessen the protection of children from
abusive parents;

(C) cause women to remain in or enter into
abusive relationships; or

(D) compromise the health or safety of a
custodial parent;

(7) children who live apart from their bio-
logical father are, in comparison to other
children—

(A) 5 times more likely to live in poverty;

(B) more likely to bring weapons and drugs
into the classroom;

(C) twice as likely to commit crime;

(D) twice as likely to drop out of school;

(E) twice as likely to be abused;

(F) more likely to commit suicide;

(G) more than twice as likely to abuse al-
cohol or drugs; and

(H) more likely to become pregnant as
teenagers;

(8) the Federal Government spends billions
of dollars to address these social ills and
very little to address the causes of such so-
cial ills;

(9) violent criminals are overwhelmingly
males who grew up without fathers and the
best predictor of crime in a community is
the percentage of absent father households;

(10) compared with Great Britain, Canada,
Australia, Germany, and Italy, the United
States has the highest percentage of single
parent households with dependent children;

(11) the number of children living with
only a mother increased from just over
5,000,000 in 1960, to 17,000,000 in 1999, and be-
tween 1981 and 1991 the percentage of chil-
dren living with only 1 parent increased from
19 percent to 25 percent;

(12) between 20 percent and 30 percent of
families in poverty are headed by women
who have suffered domestic violence during
the past year and between 40 percent and 60
percent of women with children who receive
welfare were abused at some time in their
life;

(13) responsible fatherhood should always
recognize and promote values of nonviolence;

(14) child support is an important means by
which a parent can take financial responsi-
bility for a child and emotional support is an
important means by which a parent can take
social responsibility for a child; and

(15) because children learn by example,
community programs that help mold young
men into positive role models for their chil-
dren need to be encouraged.

(b) SENSE OF THE SENATE.—It is the sense
of the Senate that the levels in this resolu-
tion assume that the legislation imple-
menting this concurrent resolution on the
budget should include provisions that—

(1) encourage the Senate to take action to
address the issue of fatherlessness by holding
hearings and considering legislation on the
Senate floor before June 18, 2000, Father’s
Day;

(2) encourage States in, not restrict them
from, the implementation of programs that
provide support for responsible fatherhood,
strengthen fragile families, and promote
married two-parent families; and

(3) implement programs that encourage
media campaigns by States and community
organizations that are targeted to promote
responsible fatherhood, strengthen fragile
families, and promote the maintenance of
married two-parent families.

LANDRIEU AMENDMENTS NOS.

2977-2979
(Ordered to lie on the table.)
Ms. LANDRIEU submitted three

amendments intended to be proposed
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by her to the concurrent resolution, S.
Con. Res. 101, supra; as follows:
AMENDMENT NoO. 2977

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . SENSE OF THE SENATE REGARDING
SPENDING FOR PROGRAMS RELAT-
ING TO CHILDREN.

(a) FINDINGS.—The Senate finds that—

(1) only 50 percent of the children in the
United States who are eligible for assistance
under the Head Start Act (42 U.S.C. 9831 et
seq.) receive the assistance;

(2)(A) only 10 percent of the children from
families eligible for Federal child care as-
sistance receive the assistance; and

(B) no State serves all of the families eligi-
ble for Federal child care assistance, as de-
termined under Federal guidelines;

(3) only 49 percent of children who live in
poverty, and who are eligible for food stamp
assistance under the Food Stamp Act of 1977
(7T U.S.C. 2011 et seq.), receive the food
stamps; and

(4) only 41 children out of every 100 chil-
dren who live in poverty in the United States
received assistance in 1998 under part A of
title IV of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C.
601), relating to temporary assistance for
needy families, the lowest percent of such
children receiving assistance under that part
for any year since 1970.

(b) SENSE OF THE SENATE.—It is the sense
of the Senate that the budgetary levels in
this resolution assume that—

(1) the needs of the children in the United
States are of paramount importance to the
Nation’s future; and

(2) programs that provide assistance for
children, including assistance described in
subsection (a), should be funded at their cur-
rently authorized levels.

AMENDMENT NoO. 2978

At the end of title III, add the following:

SEC. . SENSE OF THE SENATE REGARDING
MULTIYEAR PROCUREMENTS
UNDER MAJOR DEFENSE ACQUISI-
TION PROGRAMS.

It is the sense of Congress that the levels
in this resolution assume that—

(1) the Secretary of Defense should study
the utility of shifting to a multiyear pro-
curement system for procurements under
major defense acquisition programs;

(2) the Secretary of Defense should identify
a major defense acquisition program and
carry out a pilot project for multiyear pro-
curement under that program; and

(3) the results of the pilot project should be
used to determine the advisability of shifting
to multiyear procurements for all major de-
fense acquisition programs.

AMENDMENT NoO. 2979

At the end of title III, add the following:

SEC. @ . SENSE OF CONGRESS REGARDING
FUNDING FOR THE PARTICIPATION
OF MEMBERS OF THE UNIFORMED
SERVICES IN THE THRIFT SAVINGS
PLAN.

It is the sense of Congress that the levels
of funding for the defense category in this
resolution—

(1) assume that members of the Armed
Forces are to be authorized to participate in
the Thrift Savings Plan; and

(2) provide the $980,000,000 necessary to off-
set the reduced tax revenue resulting from
that participation through fiscal year 2009.

CLELAND (AND OTHERS)
AMENDMENT NO. 2980
(Ordered to lie on the table.)
Mr. CLELAND (for himself, Mr. MI-
KULSKI, Mr. COVERDELL, Mr. KENNEDY,
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Mr. BINGMAN, Mrs. MURRAY, and Mr.
DURBIN) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by them to the
concurrent reslution, S. Con. Res. 101,
supra; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-

lowing:

SEC. . SENSE OF THE SENATE CONCERNING
THE CENTERS FOR DISEASE CON-
TROL AND PREVENTION.

(a) FINDINGS.—The Senate finds that—

(1) as the Nation’s prevention agency, the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
leads the public health response to bioter-
rorist attacks, infectious diseases, food-
borne pathogen outbreaks, and other public
health threats against our citizens;

(2) the Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention’s environmental health laboratory is
responsible for providing critical laboratory
response to potential chemical weapon ter-
rorist attacks as well as responding to emer-
gencies involving large-scale exposures to
toxic chemicals;

(3) research on the smallpox virus, which
may be used as a bioterrorist agent, is con-
suming one-half of the Biosafety Level 4
‘““Hot Lab’ space leaving little room for re-
search on other deadly pathogens;

(4) the Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention is constantly engaged in multiple
overlapping epidemic investigations, such as
the West Nile-like virus in the eastern
United States, the Nipah virus in Malaysia,
and the Ebola virus in Africa, which require
the majority of the current infectious dis-
ease fighting capacity of the Centers; and

(5) the Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention is facing a potential national secu-
rity and public health crisis because of its
current antiquated and dilapidated infra-
structure.

(b) SENSE OF THE SENATE.—It is the sense
of the Senate that the level in this resolu-
tion assume that—

(1) the critical role of the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention in detecting and
preventing mnational security-related and
other threats to public health emphasizes
the need for Congress to increase the current
construction funding level to $175,000,000; and

(2) without adequate and safe buildings and
laboratories, the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention can not recruit or retain
needed scientists, ensure the safety of em-
ployees and citizens, or be sure of its ability
to fulfill its goals and mission.

CLELAND (AND OTHERS)
AMENDMENT NO. 2981

(Ordered to lie on the table.)

Mr. CLELAND (for himself, Ms. MI-
KULSKI, and Mr. AKAKA) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
them to the concurrent resolution, S.
Con. Res. 101, supra; as follows:

At the end of title III, add the following:
SEC. . SENSE OF THE SENATE FOR THE ES-

TABLISHMENT OF A LONG-TERM
HEALTH CARE INSURANCE PRO-
GRAM FOR FEDERAL EMPLOYEES,
POSTAL WORKERS, MEMBERS OF
THE FOREIGN SERVICE, UNIFORMED
SERVICES AND RESERVE.

(a) FINDINGS.—The Senate finds that—

(1) almost 6,000,000 Americans aged 65 years
or older currently need long-term health
care;

(2) the cost of nursing home care now ex-
ceeds $40,000 per year in many parts of the
Nation, and home health visits for nursing
care or physical therapy cost $100 per visit;

(3) 41 percent of women in caregiver roles
quit their jobs or take family medical leave
to care for a frail older parent or parent-in-
law;
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(4) many Americans mistakenly believe
that Medicare and their regular health insur-
ance cover long-term health care and assist-
ive living needs; and

(5) by providing a Federal employer-based
long-term health care program to Federal
employees, postal workers, members of the
Foreign Service, uniformed services, Reserve
and National Guard, retirees of applicable
agencies, and the spouses, parents, and par-
ents-in-law of such employees, members, and
retirees, millions of Americans will have the
opportunity to buy long-term health care in-
surance.

(b) SENSE OF THE SENATE.—It is the sense
of the Senate that the levels in this resolu-
tion assume that, during the 2d session of
the 106th Congress, it is imperative to enact
legislation to establish a Federal employer-
based long-term health care program to ad-
dress the long-term health care and assistive
care needs of an aging America.

FEINSTEIN AMENDMENT NO. 2982

(Ordered to lie on the table.)

Mrs. FEINSTEIN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
her to the concurrent resolution, S.
Con. Res. 101, supra; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:
SEC.

SENSE OF SENATE ON ENVIRON-
MENTAL RESTORATION AT MILI-
TARY INSTALLATIONS APPROVED
FOR CLOSURE UNDER THE BASE
CLOSURE LAWS.

(a) FINDINGS.—The Senate makes the fol-
lowing findings:

(1) The Department of Defense has a re-
sponsibility to ensure the timely and safe
completion of environmental restoration at
military installations approved for closure
under the base closure laws.

(2) The goal of the environmental restora-
tion process under the base closure laws is to
facilitate economic reuse and development of
the property at military installations ap-
proved for closure under such laws by the
communities in the vicinity of such installa-
tions.

(3) The Department of Defense has identi-
fied 2,742 sites at military installations ap-
proved for closure under the base closure
laws that require additional environmental
restoration.

(4) The Department of Defense has spent
$3,680,000,000 for environmental restoration
at military installations approved for clo-
sure under the base closure laws.

(56) The Department of Defense estimates
that an additional $3,100,000,000 will be nec-
essary to complete environmental restora-
tion at such installations.

(6) In fiscal year 2000, Congress appro-
priated only $346,400,000 for environmental
restoration at military installations ap-
proved for closure under the base closure
laws, an amount equal to half the amount
appropriated for fiscal year 1999 for environ-
mental restoration at such installations.

(b) SENSE OF SENATE.—It is the sense of the
Senate that the levels in this resolution as-
sume that Congress should provide not less
than $700,000,000 for fiscal year 2001 for envi-
ronmental restoration at military installa-
tions approved for closure under the base
closure laws.

HUTCHISON (AND OTHERS)
AMENDMENT NO. 2983

(Ordered to lie on the table.)

Mrs. HUTCHISON (for herself, Mr.
SMITH of New Hampshire, Mr. BREAUX,
and Mr. COCHRAN) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by them
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to the concurrent resolution, S. Con.
Res. 191, supra; as follows:

At the end of title III, add the following:

SEC. . SENSE OF THE SENATE REGARDING
MARGINAL WELL TAX CREDITS.

(a) FINDINGS.—The Senate finds the fol-
lowing:

(1) The United States now imports over 55
percent of its daily oil consumption from
overseas.

(2) This level of foreign dependence rep-
resents a significant economic and strategic
threat to the United States and contributes
to the power of the Organization of Petro-
leum Exporting Countries (OPEC) and to the
volatility of world oil prices and supply.

(3) The production of oil from marginal
wells in the United States, those that
produce less than 15 barrels of oil per day
and an average of less than 3 barrels of oil
per day, accounts for about 20 percent of the
Nation’s domestic, on-shore production, or
about the same amount of oil the United
States imports from Saudi Arabia.

(4) During the 1997 to 1999 oil price crash,
when the price of oil fell below $10 a barrel,
an estimated 150,000 marginal oil and gas
wells were capped or permanently plugged
because the largely small, independent pro-
ducers who own these wells lost money on
their operation and could no longer afford to
keep the wells open.

(5) This loss of marginal well production
caused a loss of between 300,000 and 400,000
barrels of daily United States oil production
and significant natural gas production,
caused an estimated 65,000 American jobs to
be lost, and severely impacted numerous
American communities in oil producing re-
gions of the country.

(6) Despite the relatively high price of oil
today, independent producers are still unable
to re-activate these marginal wells because
of the high cost of doing so and the lack of
assurance that they will not again lose
money if the price of oil again falls below
the break-even range of $14 to $17 per barrel.

(7) Repeated ‘‘boom-and-bust’” cycles like
this have contributed to the continued de-
cline of the ability of the United States to
supply its own energy needs and to the re-
sulting growing dependence on foreign oil.

(8) Supporting marginal well production
during periods of low o0il prices through
counter-cyclical tax code policies makes
sound economic sense and is a part of the
long-term solution to the Nation’s growing
reliance on foreign oil and rapidly growing
need for natural gas.

(9) Support for marginal well production
does not raise significant environmental or
public land use concerns since such support
targets o0il and gas production primarily
where it already takes place.

(10) Supporting a marginal well tax credit
like that proposed in S. 2265, the Marginal
Well Preservation Act, represents a rel-
atively low-cost way to support this key
component of the Nation’s domestic energy
production and will help to preserve Amer-
ican jobs, schools, and communities.

(b) SENSE OF THE SENATE.—It is the sense
of the Senate that the levels in this resolu-
tion assume that Congress provide for tax in-
centives to support the production of oil and
natural gas from ‘‘marginal” wells that
produce less than 15 barrels of oil per day
(and a corresponding level of natural gas) by
enacting a tax credit for a maximum of $3
per barrel for the first 3 barrels of daily pro-
duction from an existing marginal oil well,
to be fully effective when the price of oil
reaches $14 per barrel (with a corresponding
level and trigger for any existing marginal
natural gas well).
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JEFFORDS (AND OTHERS)
AMENDMENT NO. 2984

(Ordered to lie on the table.)

Mr. JEFFORDS (for himself, Mr.
DoDpD, Mr. STEVENS, Mr. KENNEDY, Ms.
COLLINS, Mr. FEINGOLD, Mr. L.. CHAFEE,
Mr. HARKIN, Mr. LEAHY, Mr. KOHL, Ms.
MIKULSKI, and Ms. SNOWE) submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by them to the concurrent resolution,
S. Con. Res. 101, supra; as follows:

On page 4, line 4, decrease the amount by
$2,000,000,000.

On page 4,
$4,000,000,000.

On page 4,
$6,000,000,000.

On page 4,
$8,000,000,000.

On page 4, line 8, decrease
$11,000,000,000.

On page 4, line 13, increase the amount by
$2,000,000,000.

On page 4, line 14, increase the amount by
$4,000,000,000.

On page 4, line 15, increase the amount by
$6,000,000,000.

On page 4, line 16, increase the amount by
$8,000,000,000.

On page 4, line 17, increase the amount by
$11,000,000,000.

On page 4, line 22, increase the amount by
$2,000,000,000.

On page 4, line 23, increase the amount by
$4,000,000,000.

On page 4, line 24, increase the amount by
$6,000,000,000.

On page 4,
$8,000,000,000.

On page 5, line 1, increase
$11,000,000,000.

On page 5, line 7, increase
$2,000,000,000.

On page 5,
$4,000,000,000.

On page 5,
$6,000,000,000.

On page 5, line 10, increase the amount by
$8,000,000,000.

On page 5, line 11, increase the amount by
$11,000,000,000.

On page 18, line 7, increase the amount by
$2,000,000,000.

On page 18, line 8, increase the amount by
$2,000,000,000.

On page 18, line 11, increase the amount by
$4,000,000,000.

On page 18, line 12, increase the amount by
$4,000,000,000.

On page 18, line 15, increase the amount by
$6,000,000,000.

On page 18, line 16, increase the amount by
$6,000,000,000.

On page 18, line 19, increase the amount by
$8,000,000,000.

On page 18, line 20, increase the amount by
$8,000,000,000.

On page 18, line 23, increase the amount by
$11,000,000,000.

On page 18, line 24, increase the amount by
$11,000,000,000.

On page 29, line 3, decrease the amount by
$2,000,000,000.

On page 29, line 4, decrease the amount by
$31,000,000,000.

line 5, decrease the amount by

line 6, decrease the amount by

line 7, decrease the amount by

the amount by

line 25, increase the amount by

the amount by

the amount by

line 8, increase the amount by

line 9, increase the amount by

REID (AND DURBIN) AMENDMENT
NO. 2985

Mr. REID (for himself, and Mr. DUR-
BIN) proposed an amendment to the
concurrent resolution, S. Con. Res. 101,
supra; as follows:

At the end of the amendment add the fol-
lowing:
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Notwithstanding any other provisions of
this resolution the following numbers shall
apply:

FEDERAL REVENUE TOTALS

On page 4, line 3, decrease the amount by
$0.
On page 4, line 4,
$4,843,000,000.

On page 4, line 5,
$35,146,000,000.

On page 4, line 6,
$65,248,000,000.

On page 4, line 7,
$99,450,000,000.

On page 4, line 8,
$128,552,000,000.
FEDERAL REVENUE CHANGES

On page 4, line 12, increase the amount by

decrease the amount by
decrease the amount by
decrease the amount by
decrease the amount by

decrease the amount by

$0.
On page 4, line 13, increase the amount by
$4,843,000,000.

On page 4, line 14, increase the amount by
$35,146,000,000.

On page 4, line 15, increase the amount by
$65,248,000,000.

On page 4, line 16, increase the amount by
$99,450,000,000.

On page 4, line 17, increase the amount by
$128,552,000,000.
NEW BUDGET AUTHORITY

On page 4, line 21, increase the amount by
$0.
On page 4, line 22, increase the amount by
$136,000,000.

On page 4, line 23, increase the amount by
$1,280,000,000.

On page 4, line 24, increase the amount by
$4,186,000,000.

On page 4, line 25, increase the amount by
$8,785,000,000.

On page 5, line 1, increase the amount by
$15,334,000,000.
BUDGET OUTLAYS

On page 5, line 6, increase the
$0.

On page b,
$136,000,000.

On page 5,
$1,280,000,000.

On page 5,
$4,186,000,000.

On page 5, line 10, increase the amount by
$8.,785,000,000.

On page 5, line 11, increase the amount by
$15,334,000,000.
NET INTEREST BUDGET AUTHORITY

On page 26, line 3, increase the amount by

amount by
line 7, increase the amount by
line 8, increase the amount by

line 9, increase the amount by

$0.
On page 26, line 7, increase the amount by
$136,000,000.

On page 26, line 11, increase the amount by
$1,280,000,000.

On page 26, line 15, increase the amount by
$4,186,000,000.

On page 26, line 19, increase the amount by
$8,785,000,000.

On page 26, line 23, increase the amount by
$15,334,000,000.
NET INTEREST OUTLAYS

On page 26, line 4, increase the amount by
$0.
On page 26, line 8, increase the amount by
$136,000,000.

On page 26, line 12, increase the amount by
$1,280,000,000.

On page 26, line 16, increase the amount by
$4,186,000,000.

On page 26, line 20, increase the amount by
$8,785,000,000.

On page 26, line 24, increase the amount by
$15,334,000,000.
PUBLIC DEBT

On page b, line 22, increase the amount by
$0.
On page 5, line 23, increase the amount by
$4,979,000,000.
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On page 5, line 24, increase the amount by
$36,426,000,000.

On page 5, line 25, increase the amount by
$69,434,000,000.

On page 6, line 1, increase
$108,235,000,000.

On page 6, line 2, increase the amount by
$143,886,000,000.
DEBT HELD BY THE PUBLIC

On page 6, line 5, increase the amount by

the amount by

$0.
On page 6, line 6,
$4,979,000,000.

On page 6, line 7,
$36,426,000,000.

On page 6, line 8,
$69,434,000,000.

On page 6, line 9,
$108,235,000,000.

On page 6, line 10, increase the amount by
$143,886,000,000.
TAX CUT

On page 29, line 3, increase the amount by
$4,843,000,000.

On page 29, line 4, increase the amount by
$333,239,000,000.
DEFICIT INCREASE

On page 5, line 14, increase the amount by
$0.

On page 5, line 15, increase the amount by
$4,979,000,000.

On page 5, line 16, increase the amount by
$36,426,000,000.

On page 5, line 17, increase the amount by
$89,434,000,000.

On page 5, line 18, increase the amount by
$108,235,000,000.

On page 5, line 19, increase the amount by
$143,886,000,000

increase the amount by
increase the amount by
increase the amount by

increase the amount by

WARNER (AND STEVENS)
AMENDMENT NO. 2986

(Ordered to lie on the table.)

Mr. WARNER (for himself and Mr.
STEVENS) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by them to the
concurrent resolution, S. Con. Res. 101,
supra; as follows:

On page 4, line 22, strike ‘‘$1,471,817,000,000"’
and insert ‘‘$1,475,817,000,000"’.

On page 5, line 7, strike ‘‘$1,447,795,000,000"’
and insert ‘“$1,499,395,000,000"’.

On page b, line 15, strike ‘$53,863,000,000"’
and insert ‘‘$52,263,000,000".

On page 43, line 10, strike ‘“$306,819,000,000"’
and insert ‘‘$310,919,000,000"".

FEINSTEIN AMENDMENT NO. 2987

(Ordered to lie on the table.)

Mrs. FEINSTEIN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
her to the concurrent resolution, S.
Con. Res. 101, supra; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:
SEC. SENSE OF SENATE ON ENVIRON-
MENTAL RESTORATION AT MILI-
TARY INSTALLATIONS APPROVED
FOR CLOSURE UNDER THE BASE
CLOSURE LAWS.

(a) FINDINGS.—The Senate makes the fol-
lowing findings:

(1) The Department of Defense has a re-
sponsibility to ensure the timely and safe
completion of environmental restoration at
military installations approved for closure
under the base closure laws.

(2) The goal of the environmental restora-
tion process under the base closure laws is to
facilitate economic reuse and development of
the property at military installations ap-
proved for closure under such laws by the
communities in the vicinity of such installa-
tions.
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(3) The Department of Defense has identi-
fied 2,742 sites at military installations ap-
proved for closure under the base closure
laws that require additional environmental
restoration.

(4) The Department of Defense has spent
$3,680,000,000 for environmental restoration
at military installations approved for clo-
sure under the base closure laws.

(56) The Department of Defense estimates
that an additional $3,100,000,000 will be nec-
essary to complete environmental restora-
tion at such installations.

(6) In fiscal year 2000, Congress appro-
priated only $346,400,000 for environmental
restoration at military installations ap-
proved for closure under the base closure
laws, an amount equal to half the amount
appropriated for fiscal year 1999 for environ-
mental restoration at such installations.

(b) SENSE OF SENATE.—It is the sense of the
Senate that the levels in this resolution as-
sume that Congress should provide not less
than $700,000,000 for fiscal year 2001 for envi-
ronmental restoration at military installa-
tions approved for closure under the base
closure laws.

McCAIN (AND OTHERS)
AMENDMENT NO. 2988

Mr. McCAIN (for himself, Mr. ROBB,
and Mr. KERRY) proposed an amend-
ment to the concurrent resolution, S.
Con. Res. 101, supra; as follows:

On page 9, line 2, increase the amount by
$2,500,000.

On page 9,
$2,500,000.

On page 9,
$10,000,000.

On page 9,
$10,000,000.

On page 9, line 10, increase the amount by
$6,000,000.

On page 9, line 11, increase the amount by
$6,000,000.

On page 9, line 14, increase the amount by
$4,200,000.

On page 9, line 15, increase the amount by
$4,200,000.

On page 9, line 18, increase the amount by
$2,800,000.

On page 9, line 19, increase the amount by
$2,800,000.

On page 9, line 22, increase the amount by
$2,000,000.

On page 9, line 23, increase the amount by
$2,000,000.

On page 4, line 21, increase the amount by
$2,500,000.

On page 4, line 22, increase the amount by
$10,000,000.

On page 4, line 23, increase the amount by
$6,000,000.

On page 4, line 24, increase the amount by
$4,200,000.

On page 4, line 25, increase the amount by
$2,800,000.

On page 5,
$2,000,000.

On page 5,
$2,500,000.

On page 5,
$10,000,000.

On page 5,
$6,000,000.

On page 5,
$4,200,000.

On page 5, line 10, increase the amount by
$2,800,000.

On page 5, line 11, increase the amount by
$2,000,000.

On page 5, line 14, increase the amount by
$2,500,000.

On page 5, line 15, increase the amount by
$10,000,000.

line 3, increase the amount by

line 6, increase the amount by

line 7, increase the amount by

line 1, increase the amount by

line 6, increase the amount by

line 7, increase the amount by

line 8, increase the amount by

line 9, increase the amount by
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On page b5, line 16, increase the amount by
$6,000,000.

On page 5, line 17, increase the amount by
$4,200,000.

On page 5, line 18, increase the amount by
$2,800,000.

On page 5, line 19, increase the amount by
$2,000,000.

COLLINS (AND DODD) AMENDMENT
NO. 2989

(Ordered to lie on the table.)

Ms. COLLINS (for herself and Mr.
DopD) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by them to the
concurrent resolution, S. Con. Res. 101,
supra; as follows:

At the end of title III, add the following:
SEC. 3 . SENSE OF THE SENATE ON DISTRIBU-

TION OF EXCESS FEDERAL GASO-
LINE TAX REVENUES.

(a) FINDINGS.—The Senate finds that—

(1) on May 22, 1998—

(A) the Senate overwhelmingly approved
the conference committee report on H.R.
2400, the Transportation Equity Act for the
21st Century, in a 88-5 roll call vote; and

(B) the House of Representatives approved
the conference committee report on that bill
in a 297-86 recorded vote;

(2) on June 9, 1998, the President signed
that bill into law, thereby enacting Public
Law 105-178;

(3) the Transportation Equity Act for the
21st Century (112 Stat. 107) is a comprehen-
sive reauthorization of Federal highway and
mass transit programs, authorizing approxi-
mately $216,000,000,000 in Federal transpor-
tation spending for fiscal years 1998 through
2003;

(4) the revenue aligned budget authority
provision in section 110 of title 23, United
States Code (as added by section 1105 of that
Act (112 Stat. 130)) specifies that any excess
Federal gasoline tax revenues shall be pro-
vided to the States in accordance with the
formulas established by that Act and the
amendments made by that Act; and

(5) the President’s fiscal year 2001 budget
request contains a proposal to distribute ap-
proximately $1,300,000,000 in excess Federal
gasoline tax revenues in a manner that—

(A) is not consistent with section 110 of
title 23, United States Code; and

(B) would deprive States of needed reve-
nues.

(b) SENSE OF THE SENATE.—It is the sense
of the Senate that the levels in this resolu-
tion, and any legislation enacted pursuant to
this resolution, assume that the proposal in
the President’s fiscal year 2001 budget re-
quest to change the manner in which any ex-
cess Federal gasoline tax revenues are dis-
tributed to the States will not be imple-
mented, but rather that those excess reve-
nues will be distributed to the States in ac-
cordance with section 110 of title 23, United
States Code.

COLLINS (AND OTHERS)
AMENDMENT NO. 2990

(Ordered to lie on the table.)

Ms. COLLINS (for herself, Mr. KEN-
NEDY, Mr. SPECTER, Mr. JEFFORDS, Mr.
LEAHY, Mr. HARKIN, Mr. BREAUX, Mr.
GRAHAM, and Mr. WYDEN) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
them to the concurrent resolution, S.
Con. Res. 101, supra; as follows:

At the appropriate place in title III, insert
the following:

SEC. 3 . SENSE OF THE SENATE ON HUNGER
RELIEF.

(a) FINDINGS.—The Senate finds that—
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(1) a broad range of current studies by the
General Accounting Office, the Department
of Agriculture, numerous State agencies,
churches and synagogues and other direct
service providers, the United States Con-
ference of Mayors, academics, and founda-
tions consistently document unacceptably
high rates of hunger and food insecurity
within the United States;

(2) in spite of record economic expansion,
hunger continues;

(3) 1,200 religious, civic, social service, and
community-based organizations that are ac-
tive in every State in the United States on
the local, State, and national levels have
urged Congress to respond to existing needs
with hunger relief legislation;

(4) bipartisan coalitions have formed in
both the Senate and the House of the 106th
Congress to support the Hunger Relief Act,
introduced in both the House and Senate (S.
1805 and H.R. 3192), and to affirm that Con-
gress did not intend for working families and
children to face hunger and food insecurity;
and

(5) ensuring access to adequate nutrition is
necessary as a means of protecting the pub-
lic and private investments made throughout
the United States in educating our children,
improving health care, and maintaining a
productive workforce.

(b) SENSE OF THE SENATE.—It is the sense
of the Senate that the levels in this resolu-
tion, and any legislation enacted pursuant to
this resolution, assume that—

(1) hunger relief is an urgent national pri-
ority that should be addressed in the levels
and legislation; and

(2) Congress should enact legislation this
year to enable low-income children and
working families to have better access to—

(A) the food stamp program established
under the Food Stamp Act of 1977 (7 U.S.C.
2011 et seq.), including households that own a
vehicle that would not disqualify the house-
holds for assistance in their State under the
State program funded under part A of title
IV of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 601
et seq.); and

(B) the emergency food assistance program
established under the Emergency Food As-
sistance Act of 1983 (7 U.S.C. 7501 et seq.).

COLLINS (AND OTHERS)
AMENDMENT NO. 2991

(Ordered to lie on the table.)

Ms. COLLINS (for herself, Mr. BOND,
Mr. REED, Mr. JEFFORDS, Mr.
SANTORUM, Mr. ABRAHAM, Mr. DEWINE,
Mr. BaucuUs, Mrs. Hutchison, Ms. MI-
KULSKI, Ms. SNOWE, Mr. BINGAMAN, and
Mr. HELMS) submitted an amendment
intended to be proposed by them to the
concurrent resolution, S. Con. Res. 101,
supra; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . SENSE OF THE SENATE REGARDING
PAYMENTS TO HOME HEALTH AGEN-
CIES.

(a) FINDINGS.—The Senate makes the fol-
lowing findings:

(1) America’s home health agencies provide
invaluable services that have enabled a
growing number of our most frail and vulner-
able beneficiaries under the medicare pro-
gram under title XVIII of the Social Secu-
rity Act to avoid hospitals and nursing
homes and to remain in the comfort and se-
curity of their own homes.

(2) A sharp rise in home health spending
under the medicare program from 1989 to 1996
prompted Congress and the President, as
part of the Balanced Budget Act of 1997 (in
this section referred to as the ‘“BBA’), to

April 6, 2000

initiate changes intended to slow this
growth.

(3) The cuts in home health spending under
the medicare program made by the BBA have
been deeper and have affected more home
health agencies than Congress intended.

(4) From fiscal year 1997 to fiscal year 1999,
medicare home health spending dropped by
almost 50 percent, from $17,800,000,000 to
$9,700,000,000, surpassing the savings goals set
by Congress for home health services under
the BBA by a large margin.

(56) The dramatic payment cuts made by
the BBA, coupled with overly burdensome
new regulatory requirements, have—

(A) placed home health agencies in finan-
cial peril; and

(B) restricted the ability of these agencies
to deliver much-needed care to medicare
beneficiaries, particularly to those bene-
ficiaries that are chronically ill and have
complex care needs.

(6) Over 2,500 agencies (about V4 of all home
health agencies nationwide) have either
closed or stopped serving medicare bene-
ficiaries.

(7) According to a study by the Lewin
Group conducted for the American Hospital
Association, the spending cutbacks resulting
from the enactment of the BBA have re-
sulted in a 30.5 percent reduction in hospital-
based home health services.

(8) An additional 15 percent reduction in
payments to home health agencies under the
medicare program is scheduled to go into ef-
fect on October 1, 2001.

(9) Implementation of an additional 15 per-
cent reduction—

(A) would ring the death knell for low-cost,
efficient home health agencies currently
struggling to remain in business, thus reduc-
ing the access of medicare beneficiaries to
critical home health services; and

(B) is unnecessary because we have already
surpassed the savings targets set forth under
the BBA.

(b) SENSE OF THE SENATE.—It is the sense
of the Senate that the assumptions under-
lying the functional totals in this concurrent
resolution on the budget assume that—

(1) the 15 percent reduction in payments to
home health agencies under the medicare
program under title XVIII of the Social Se-
curity Act should not go into effect, as
scheduled, on October 1, 2001; and

(2) Congress and the President should work
to provide sustainable payments to home
health agencies under such program.

COLLINS (AND SCHUMER)
AMENDMENT NO. 2992

(Ordered to lie on the table.)

Ms. COLLINS (for herself and Mr.
SCHUMER) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by them to the
concurrent resolution, S. Con. Res. 101,
supra; as follows:

At the end of title III, add the following:
SEC. 3 . USE OF THE STRATEGIC PETROLEUM

RESERVE.

(a) FINDINGS.—The Senate finds that—

(1) as Congress found in section 151(a) of
the Energy Policy and Conservation Act (42
U.S.C. 6231(a)), the storage of substantial
quantities of petroleum products will dimin-
ish the vulnerability of the United States to
the effects of a severe energy supply inter-
ruption and provide limited protection from
the short-term consequences of interruptions
in supplies of petroleum products;

(2) the Secretary of Energy has authority
under existing law to fill the Strategic Pe-
troleum Reserve through time exchanges
(‘“‘swaps’’) by releasing oil from the Strategic
Petroleum Reserve in times of supply short-
age in exchange for the infusion of more oil
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into the Strategic Petroleum Reserve at a
later date;

(3) the Organization of Petroleum Export-
ing Countries (‘“OPEC’’) has created a world-
wide supply shortage by choking off petro-
leum production by anticompetitive means;
and

(4) at its meetings beginning on March 27,
2000, OPEC failed to increase petroleum pro-
duction to a level sufficient to rebuild de-
pleted inventories.

(b) SENSE OF THE SENATE CONCERNING USE
OF THE STRATEGIC PETROLEUM RESERVE.—It
is the sense of the Senate that the levels in
this resolution assume that—

(1) if the President determines that the
supply of crude oil has been significantly di-
minished due to anticompetitive manipula-
tion by foreign countries and a release of oil
from the Strategic Petroleum Reserve under
swapping arrangements would not jeopardize
national security, the Secretary of Energy
should, as soon as is practicable, use the au-
thority under existing law to release oil from
the Strategic Petroleum Reserve in an eco-
nomically feasible way by means of swapping
arrangements providing for future increases
in Strategic Petroleum Reserve reserves;

(2) the Secretary of Energy should imple-
ment swapping arrangements at times when
prices of fuel increase because of significant
reductions in the production of crude oil and
market conditions are favorable for swaps;
and

(3) the President should immediately com-
mission an interagency panel—

(A) to develop market data to increase the
transparency of petroleum markets; and

(B) to determine—

(i) what quantities should be held in the
Strategic Petroleum Reserve;

(ii) the appropriate uses of the Strategic
Petroleum Reserve; and

(iii) whether the authority to release oil
from the Strategic Petroleum Reserve
should be modified to better address oil cri-
sis like the one the U.S. faced during the
winter of 1999 and 2000.

SPECTER AMENDMENTS NOS. 2993-
2994

(Ordered to lie on the table.)

Mr. SPECTER submitted two amend-
ments intended to be proposed by him
to the concurrent resolution, S. Con.
Res. 101, supra; as follows:

AMENDMENT NoO. 2993

On page 27, line 7, decrease the amount by
$2,600,000,000.

On page 27, line 8, decrease the amount by
$2,600,000,000.

On page 42, line 5, increase the amount by
$2,600,000,000.

On page 43, line 14, increase the amount by
$2,600,000,000.

AMENDMENT NoO. 2994

On page 4, line 22, increase the amount by
$1,600,000,000.

On page 5, line 7, increase the amount by
$1,600,000,000.

On page 5, line 15, increase the amount by
$1,600,000,000.

On page 19, line 7, increase the amount by
$1,600,000,000.

On page 19, line 8, increase the amount by
$1,600,000,000.

On page 27, line 7, decrease the amount by
$1,600,000,000.

On page 27, line 8, decrease the amount by
$1,600,000,000.

On page 42, line 5, increase the amount by
$1,600,000,000.

On page 42, line 6, increase the amount by
$1,600,000,000.
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On page 43, line 14, increase the amount by
$1,600,000,000.

On page 43, line 15, increase the amount by
$1,600,000,000.

ASHCROFT (AND OTHERS)
AMENDMENT NO. 2995

(Ordered to lie on the table.)

Mr. ASHCROFT (for himself, Mr.
BAucus, Mr. CRAIG, and Mr. DORGAN)
submitted an amendment intended to
be proposed by them to the concurrent
resolution, S. Con. Res. 101, supra; as
follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. .SENSE OF THE SENATE CONCERNING THE
ENFORCEMENT OF TRADE AGREE-
MENTS MADE BY THE PEOPLE’S RE-
PUBLIC OF CHINA

(a) FINDINGS.—The Senate finds that—

(1) the budget resolution assumes enforce-
ment of United States trade and tariff laws,
and the successful negotiation of bilateral
and multilateral trade agreements between
the United States and other governments;

(2) Congress may soon consider legislation
that grants permanent normal trade rela-
tions (PNTR) status for China in light of the
fact that China is seeking accession to the
World Trade Organization (WTO);

(3) individual Senators may have differing
views on the specific concessions made in the
bilateral U.S.-China agreement, but it is
agreed that the United States must have
adequate means to enforce the agreement;

(4) farmers, ranchers, workers, and busi-
nesses in the United States should receive
the benefits promised to them in U.S. trade
agreements;

(5) there 1is substantial dissatisfaction
across America’s heartland with the United
States’ inability to enforce some trade com-
mitments on agriculture—specifically, the
European Union has a long history of trying
to block bananas, U.S. beef, and other farm
products;

(6) China has a history of not readily com-
plying with past trade agreements; and,

(7) the U.S. Congress (which must make
the ultimate decision about U.S.-China trade
relations) needs to demonstrate to the Amer-
ican people that trade agreements are en-
forceable, not only in agriculture, but also in
manufactured goods, services, intellectual
property, wood products, textiles and other
sectors.

(b) SENSE OF THE SENATE.—It is the sense
of the Senate that the assumptions under-
lying the functional totals in this resolution
assume that—

(1) Congress will take into account the
concerns of those in the agricultural commu-
nity and other industry sectors as it pro-
ceeds with consideration of permanent nor-
mal trade relations (PNTR) status for China;

(2) the President will demonstrate that the
United States retains sufficient leverage to
enforce the WTO commitments made by
China in November 1999; and,

(3) the President will devote adequate re-
sources to monitoring and enforcing Chinese
compliance with the agreements made in
connection with China’s accession to the
WTO.

BINGAMAN AMENDMENT NO. 2996

(Ordered to lie on the table.)

Mr. BINGAMAN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the concurrent resolution, S.
Con. Res. 101, supra; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:
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. SENSE OF SENATE REGARDING EN-
HANCEMENT OF CAPACITY OF VET-
ERANS BENEFITS ADMINISTRATION
TO PROCESS BENEFITS CLAIMS.

(a) FINDINGS.—The Senate makes the fol-
lowing findings:

(1) Veterans benefits serve to recognize
service to the Nation, and also serve to miti-
gate economic disadvantages imposed by
sacrifices made while serving.

(2) The Nation has 3,300,000 veterans or
families that share approximately
$18,500,000,000 in veterans pension and dis-
ability benefits annually through the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs.

(3) Benefits have been promised to the Na-
tion’s veterans, and those promises must be
honored.

(4) To remain effective, veterans benefits
programs must be updated to reflect changes
in hardships encountered during military
service as well as changes in the economic
and social circumstances of the Nation.

(6) The accurate and reliable assessment of
service-connected disabilities has become an
increasingly complex process, particularly
with regard to evaluating the incidence and
effects of Agent Orange, Persian Gulf Syn-
drome, and Post Traumatic Stress Disorders.

(6) The veterans benefits appeal process
often involves repeated remands requiring
additional processing that can occur over an
extended length of time.

(7) Veterans benefits claims processing is
undergoing a major technological transition
from manual to electronic data filing and
processing.

(8) The number of full-time equivalent
(FTE) employees assigned to process vet-
erans benefits claims has decreased signifi-
cantly from 13,249 in 1995 to 11,254 in 1998.

(9) The pending workload for veterans ben-
efits claims has increased dramatically dur-
ing the same period from 378,366 cases in 1995
to 445,012 cases in 1998.

(10) Nationwide, veterans must wait an av-
erage of 159 days for their benefits claims to
be resolved, and the National Performance
Review has a goal of handling such claims in
an average of 92 days.

(b) SENSE OF THE SENATE.—It is the sense
of the Senate that, in order to ensure the ef-
ficient and timely processing of claims for
veterans benefits by the Veterans Benefits
Administration, the amounts made available
to the Department of Veterans Affairs for
fiscal year 2001 should be increased over
amounts made available to the Department
for fiscal year 2000—

(1) by $139,000,000, in order to permit the
hiring by the Veterans Benefits Administra-
tion of an additional 287 full-time equivalent
employees to perform duties relating to
claims processing; and

(2) by $2,500,000, in order to implement the
Systematic Technical Accuracy Review
(STAR) Program to ensure the accuracy of
work performed at Veterans Benefits Admin-
istration field stations.

SEC.

BINGAMAN (AND OTHERS)
AMENDMENT NO. 2997

(Ordered to lie on the table.)

Mr. BINGAMAN (for himself, Mr.
DopD, Mr. KENNEDY, Mr. HARKIN, and
Mr. FEINGOLD) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by them
to the concurrent resolution, S. Con.
Res. 101, supra; as follows:

On page 4, line 4, increase the amount by
$360,000,000.

On page 4,
$5,680,000,000.

On page 4,
$6,960,000,000.

On page 4,
$7,100,000,000.

line 5, increase the amount by
line 6, increase the amount by

line 7, increase the amount by



S2364

On page 4, line 8, increase the amount by
$7,100,000,000.

On page 4, line 13, increase the amount by
$360,000,000.

On page 4, line 14, increase the amount by
$5,680,000,000.

On page 4, line 15, increase the amount by
$6,960,000,000.

On page 4, line 16, increase the amount by
$7,100,000,000.

On page 4, line 17, increase the amount by
$7,100,000,000.

On page 4, line 22, increase the amount by
$7,100,000,000.

On page 4, line 23, increase the amount by
$7,100,000,000.

On page 4, line 24, increase the amount by
$7,100,000,000.

On page 4, line 25, increase the amount by
$7,100,000,000.

On page 5,
$7,100,000,000.

On page 5,
$360,000,000.

On page 5,
$5,680,000,000.

On page 5,
$6,960,000,000.

On page 5, line 10, increase the amount by
$7,100,000,000.

On page 5, line 11, increase the amount by
$7,100,000,000.

On page 18, line 7, increase the amount by
$7,100,000,000.

On page 18, line 8, increase the amount by
$360,000,000.

On page 18, line 11, increase the amount by
$7,100,000,000.

On page 18, line 12, increase the amount by
$5,680,000,000.

On page 18, line 15, increase the amount by
$7,100,000,000.

On page 18, line 16, increase the amount by
$6,960,000,000.

On page 18, line 19, increase the amount by
$7,100,000,000.

On page 18, line 20, increase the amount by
$7,100,000,000.

On page 18, line 23, increase the amount by
$7,100,000,000.

On page 18, line 24, increase the amount by
$7,100,000,000.

On page 29, line 3, decrease the amount by
$360,000,000.

On page 29, line 4, decrease the amount by
$27,200,000,000.

line 1, increase the amount by
line 7, increase the amount by
line 8, increase the amount by

line 9, increase the amount by

BINGAMAN (AND OTHERS)
AMENDMENT NO. 2998

(Ordered to lie on the table.)

Mr. BINGAMAN (for himself, Mr.
BAuUcuUS, Mr. JOHNSON, and Mr. FEIN-
GOLD) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by them to the
concurrent resolution, S. Con. Res. 101,
supra; as follows:

On page 4, line 4,
$5,000,000.

On page 4,
$18,500,000.

On page 4,
$43,000,000.

On page 4,
$50,000,000.

On page 4,
$50,000,000.

On page 4, line 13, increase the amount by
$5,000,000.

On page 4, line 14, increase the amount by
$18,500,000.

On page 4, line 15, increase the amount by
$43,000,000.

On page 4, line 16, increase the amount by
$50,000,000.

On page 4, line 17, increase the amount by
$50,000,000.

increase the amount by

line 5, increase the amount by

line 6, increase the amount by

line 7, increase the amount by

line 8, increase the amount by
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On page 4, line 22, increase the amount by
$50,000,000.

On page 4, line 23, increase the amount by
$50,000,000.

On page 4, line 24, increase the amount by
$50,000,000.

On page 4, line 25, increase the amount by
$50,000,000.

On page 5,
$50,000,000.

On page 5,
$5,000,000.

On page 5,
$18,500,000.

On page 5,
$43,000,000.

On page 5, line 10, increase the amount by
$50,000,000.

On page 5, line 11, increase the amount by
$50,000,000.

On page 18, line 7, increase the amount by
$50,000,000.

On page 18, line 8, increase the amount by
$5,000,000.

On page 18, line 11, increase the amount by
$50,000,000.

On page 18, line 12, increase the amount by
$18,500,000.

On page 18, line 15, increase the amount by
$50,000,000.

On page 18, line 16, increase the amount by
$43,000,000.

On page 18, line 19, increase the amount by
$50,000,000.

On page 18, line 20, increase the amount by
$50,000,000.

On page 18, line 23, increase the amount by
$50,000,000.

On page 18, line 24, increase the amount by
$50,000,000.

On page 29, line 3, decrease the amount by
$5,000,000.

On page 29, line 4, decrease the amount by
$166,500,000.

line 1, increase the amount by

line 7, increase the amount by

line 8, increase the amount by

line 9, increase the amount by

BURNS (AND OTHERS)
AMENDMENT NO. 2999

(Ordered to lie on the table.)

Mr. BURNS (for himself, Mr. FRIST,
Mr. GRAMS, Mr. HELMS, Mr. ENZI, Mr.
CRAIG, Mr. ABRAHAM, and Mr. GRASS-
LEY) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by them to the
concurrent resolution, S. Con. Res. 101,
supra; as follows:

At the end of title III, insert the following:
SEC. . SENSE OF THE SENATE REGARDING THE

REPEAL OF THE MODIFICATION OF
INSTALLMENT METHOD.

(a) FINDINGS.—The Senate finds that—

(1) on December 17, 1999, President Clinton
signed into law the Ticket to Work and Work
Incentives Improvement Act of 1999, which
contained a provision that prohibits accrual
method taxpayers from using the install-
ment method when they sell an asset;

(2) the new law is having, and will continue
to have, a dramatic negative impact on
small business owners; and

(3) According to the National Federation of
Independent Businesses, roughly 260,000 busi-
nesses a year are likely to be affected.

(b) SENSE OF THE SENATE.—It is the sense
of the Senate that the levels in this resolu-
tion and legislation enacted pursuant to this
resolution assume that—

(1) the Senate should consider modifying or
repealing section 536(a) of the Ticket to
Work and Work Incentives Improvement Act
of 1999 (relating to the repeal of the install-
ment method for accrual method taxpayers)
to ensure that the provision does not deny
the ability of small businesses to use the in-
stallment method with respect to sales and
other dispositions occurring on or after the
date of enactment of such Act.
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TORRICELLI (AND ASHCROFT)
AMENDMENT NO. 3000

(Ordered to lie on the table.)

Mr. TORRICELLI (for himself and
Mr. ASHCROFT) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by them
to the concurrent resolution, S. Con.
Res. 101, supra; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing new section:

SEC. .SENSE OF THE SENATE ON AID FOR INDE-
PENDENT TRUCK DRIVERS.

(a) FINDINGS.—The Senate finds that—

(1) The price of diesel fuel in the United
States is exorbitantly high, topping $2 per
gallon in February, 2000;

(2) there are more than 250,000 independent
truck drivers operating in the United States;

(3) independent truck drivers averaged less
than $250 to fill their fuel tanks a year ago,
but are paying an average of over $500 now;

(4) high diesel fuel prices are extremely
harmful to independent truck drivers, who
pay for their own fuel;

(5) many independent truck drivers are
forced to dip into family savings to pay for
fuel, and some are being forced out of busi-
ness, because they can’t fill their tanks;

(6) the United States is reliant upon these
independent truck drivers to deliver goods to
the marketplace.

(7) independent truckers who are forced to
park their rigs are unable to deliver goods to
marketplace;

(8) high prices are forcing independent
truck drivers off the road, and have the po-
tential to harm our economy, not to men-
tion, cripple the trucking industry, which is
responsible for the transportation of com-
modities across the country;

(9) despite OPEC’s recent announcement
that it would raise oil production by 1.7 mil-
lion barrels per day, which may stabilize
prices by the end of the year, independent
truck drivers have felt the effects of high
diesel fuel prices for months, and stabilizing
prices will not allow them to recover lost in-
come;

(10) providing direct cash grants to inde-
pendent truck drivers will prevent further
damage to the trucking industry, and ensure
the continued transportation of goods to the
marketplace.

(b) SENSE OF THE SENATE.—It is the sense
of the Senate that the levels in this resolu-
tion assume that significant funds will be
made available to the Small Business Ad-
ministration (SBA) in order to enable the
SBA to meet the needs of independent truck
drivers through emergency loans and grant
programs.

On page 4,
$52,000,000.

On page
$63,000,000.

On page 4,
$74,000,000.

On page
$35,000,000.

On page 4,
$18,000,000.

On page 4, line 13, increase the amount by
$52,000,000.

On page 4, line 14, increase the amount by
$63,000,000.

On page 4, line 15, increase the amount by
$74,000,000.

On page 4, line 16, increase the amount by
$35,000,000.

On page 4, line 17, increase the amount by
$18,000,000.

On page 4, line 22, increase the amount by
$250,000,000.

On page 5,
$52,000,000.

On page 5,
$63,000,000.

line 4, increase the amount by

4, line 5, increase the amount by

line 6, increase the amount by

4, line 7, increase the amount by

line 8, increase the amount by

line 7, increase the amount by

line 8, increase the amount by
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On page 5, line 9, increase the amount by
$74,000,000.

On page 5, line 10, increase the amount by
$35,000,000.

On page 5, line 11 increase the amount by
$18,000,000.

On page 17, line 6, increase the amount by
$250,000,000.

On page 17, line 7, increase the amount by
$52,000,000.

On page 17, line 11, increase the amount by
$63,000,000.

On page 17, line 15, increase the amount by
$74,000,000.

On page 17, line 19, increase the amount by
$35,000,000.

On page 17, line 23, increase the amount by
$18,000,000.

On page 29, line 3, decrease the amount by
$52,000,000.

On page 29, line 4, decrease the amount by
$242,000,000.

MURRAY (AND OTHERS)
AMENDMENT NO. 3002

(Ordered to lie on the table.)

Mrs. MURRAY (for herself, Mr. DOR-
GAN, Mr. JEFFORDS, Mr. LEVIN, Mr.
CONRAD, Mr. BURNS, Mr. MOYNIHAN, and
Mr. SCHUMER) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by them
to the concurrent resolution, S. Con.
Res. 101, supra; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert:

The Senate finds that the number of
trucks and planes bringing commercial
goods across the Northern Border has in-
creased by 25% between 1998 and 1999. No new
Custom Inspector positions have been au-
thorized for the Northern Border since 1996
and only 26 percent of Immigration Inspec-
tors are on the Northern Border;

The Senate finds that our Northern Border
(excluding Alaska) extends almost 4,000
miles. But last year, this border only had
about 300 agents—about one agent for every
thirteen miles of border. In comparison, the
Southwest Border is 2,000 miles and had 8,000
agents—four agents for every mile;

The Senate finds that many ports on the
Northern Border can barely cover core oper-
ations and regular shifts without resorting
to significant amounts of overtime for all in-
spectors. Many additional enforcement ef-
forts aimed at specific anti-drug initiatives
and outbound programs have been aban-
doned;

The Senate finds that border agents in
Washington state apprehended a potentially
dangerous terrorist entering the country
from Canada this past December with bomb
making equipment and explosive materials
that could have caused enormous devasta-
tion;

The Senate finds that this incident led to
a heightened state of alert on the Northern
Border throughout the 1999/2000 holiday sea-
son requiring the redeployment of over 700
inspectors from other areas of the country;
and

The Senate finds that the lack of adequate
frontline Customs Inspectors and Immigra-
tion and Naturalization personnel at our
ports of entry greatly increases the risk of
terrorist products, illicit drugs and other
dangerous contraband coming into our coun-
try and hinders legitimate trade.

1. It is the sense of the Senate that the
functional totals in this resolution assume
that the Senate should provide additional
funding to increase U.S. Customs Service
and U.S. Immigration and Naturalization
Service personnel at the Northern Border.

STEVENS (AND OTHERS)
AMENDMENT NO. 3003

(Ordered to lie on the table.)
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Mr. STEVENS (for himself, Mr. KEN-
NEDY, Mr. JEFFORDS, Mr. LAUTENBERG,
Mr. BOND, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. COCHRAN,
Mr. KERRY, Mr. DopD, Mr. L.. CHAFEE,
Mr. REED, Mr. WARNER, Mr. DURBIN,
and Mr. SMITH of Oregon) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
them to the concurrent resolution, S.
Con. Res 101, supra; as follows:

At the end of title II, insert the following:
SEC. . RESERVE FUND FOR EARLY LEARNING

AND PARENT SUPPORT PROGRAMS.

(a) ADJUSTMENT.—When the Committee on
Education and Workforce of the House of
Representatives or the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions of
the Senate reports a bill, an amendment is
offered in the House of Representatives or
the Senate, or a conference report is filed
that improves opportunities at the local
level or early learning, brain development,
and school readiness for young children from
birth to age 6 and offers support programs
for such families, particularly those with
special needs such as mental health issues
and behavorial disorders, the relevant chair-
man of the Committee on the Budget may
increase the allocation aggregates, func-
tions, totals, and other budgetary totals in
the resolution by the amount of budget au-
thority (and the outlays resulting thereform)
provided by the legislation for such purpose
in accordance with subsection (b) if the leg-
islation does not cause an on-budget deficit.

(b) LIMITATIONS.—The adjustments to the
aggregates and totals pursuant to subsection
(a) shall not exceed $8,500,000,000 on budget
authority (and the outlays resulting
thereform) for the period fiscal year 2001 and
2005.

KENNEDY AMENDMENTS NOS. 3004-

3005
(Ordered to lie on the table.)
Mr. KENNEDY submitted two

amendments, intended to be proposed

by him to the concurrent resolution, S.

Con. Res 101, supra; as follows:
AMENDMENT NoO. 3004

At the appropriate place, insert:

SEC. . RESERVE FUND FOR MEDICARE AND
MEDICAID.

(a) IN GENERAL.—In the Senate, aggre-
gates, allocations functional totals, and
other budgetary levels and limits may be re-
vised in an amount up to $20 billion for fiscal
years 2001 through 20 for legislation to assure
adequate payments to community hospitals,
teaching hospitals, nursing homes, health
centers, home health agencies and others
who provide quality health care services to
Medicare and Medicaid beneficiaries, pro-
vided that the enactment of that legislation
will not cause an on-budget deficit for—

(1) fiscal year 2001; or

(2) the period of fiscal years 2001 through
2005.

(b) REVISED LEVELS.—Upon the consider-
ation of legislation pursuant to subsection
(a), the Chairman of the Committee on the
Budget of the Senate may file with the Sen-
ate appropriately revised allocations under
section 302(a) of the Congressional Budget
Act of 1974 and revised functional levels and
aggregates to carry out this section. These
revised allocations, functional levels, and ag-
gregations shall be considered for the pur-
poses of the Congressional Budget Act of 1974
as allocations, functional levels, and aggre-
gates contained in this resolution.

AMENDMENT No. 3005

On page 4, line 4, increase the amount by
$5,500,000,000.
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On page 4, line 5, increase the amount by
$4,500,000,000.

On page 4, line 6, increase the
$4,000,000,000.

On page 4, line 7, increase the
$3,000,000,000.

On page 4, line 8, increase the
$3,000,000,000.

On page 4, line 13, increase the amount by
$5,500,000,000.

On Page 4, line 14, increase the amount by
$4,500,000,000.

On page 4, line 15, increase the amount by
$4,000,000,000.

On page 4, line 16, increase the amount by
$3,000,000,000.

On page 4, line 17, increase the amount by
$3,000,000,000.

On page 4, line 22, increase the amount by
$5,500,000,000.

On page 4, line 23, increase the amount by
$4,500,000,000.

On page 4, line 24, increase the amount by
$4,000,000,000.

On page 4, line 25, increase the amount by
$3,000,000,000.

On page 5, line 1, increase the
$3,000,000,000.

On page 5, line 7, increase the
$5,500,000,000.

On page 5, line 8, increase the
$4,500,000,000.

On page 5, line 9, increase the amount by
$4,000,000,000.

On page 5, line 10, increase the amount by
$3,000,000,000.

On page 5, line 11, increase the amount by
$3,000,000,000.

On page 20, line 7, increase the amount by
$5,500,000,000.

On page 20, line 8, increase the amount by
$5,500,000,000.

On page 20, line 11, increase the amount by
$4,500,000,000.

On page 20, line 12, increase the amount by
$4,500,000,000.

On page 20, line 15, increase the amount by
$4,000,000,000.

On page 20, line 16, increase the amount by
$4,000,000,000.

On page 20, line 19, increase the amount by
$3,000,000,000.

On page 20, line 20, increase the amount by
$3,000,000,000.

On page 20, line 23, increase the amount by

amount by
amount by

amount by

amount by
amount by

amount by

$ .
On page 20, line 24, increase the amount by
$ .
On page 29, line 3, decrease the amount by

On page 29, line 4, decrease the amount by

CLELAND (AND OTHERS)
AMENDMENT NO. 3006

(Ordered to lie on the table.)

Mr. CLELAND (for himself, Mr. ENZI,
Mr. HOLLINGS, and Mr. GRAHAM) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be
proposed by them to the concurrent
resolution, S. Con. Res. 101, supra; as
follows:

At the end of title III, add the following:
SEC. . SENSE OF THE SENATE TO SUPPORT

THE INTEGRITY OF STATE TAX LAWS
AND A LEVEL PLAYING FIELD FOR
BUSINESSES.

(a) FINDINGS.—The Senate finds that—

(1) the Constitution reserves for the States
the right to collect and impose taxes;

(2) 45 States and the District of Columbia
collect over 40 percent of overall revenue
from sales taxes to fund vital public services,
such as education, social services, emer-
gency services, infrastructure development,
and local healthcare;
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(3) Internet sales are estimated to grow
into the hundreds of billions of dollars in the
next few years;

(4) businesses who choose not to go on-line
should not be at a competitive tax disadvan-
tage to on-line businesses; and

(5) the Advisory Commission on Electronic
Commerce was unable to reach an agreement
by the statutorily required minimum of two-
thirds of the Commissioners for valid rec-
ommendations and findings on the treatment
of retail sales transactions conducted over
the Internet.

(b) SENSE OF THE SENATE.—It is the Sense
of the Senate that the levels in this resolu-
tion assume that the Federal Government
respects the sovereignty of States to deter-
mine their taxes and tax structures, includ-
ing the taxation of goods and services sold
by all businesses and the establishment of a
level playing field between traditional
“brick-and-mortar’ retailers and new Inter-
net ‘“‘e-tailers.”

KYL AMENDMENT NO. 3007

(Ordered to lie on the table.)

Mr. KYL submitted an amendment
intended to be proposed by him to the
concurrent resolution, S. Con. Res. 101,
supra; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:
SEC. . SENSE OF THE SENATE REGARDING

FREEDOM OF HEALTH CARE CHOICE

FOR MEDICARE BENEFICIARIES.

(a) FINDINGS.—The Senate makes the fol-
lowing findings:

(1) Beneficiaries under the medicare pro-
gram under title XVIII of the Social Secu-
rity Act do not have the same right to obtain
health care from the provider of their choice
as do Members of Congress and virtually all
other Americans.

(2) As a result of the 2-year opt-out provi-
sion of the Balanced Budget Act of 1997,
medicare beneficiaries must decide between
the right to choose their own doctor and the
right to protect their medical records.

(3) Legislation protecting health care
choice is timely for the following 2 reasons:

(A) In the Health Care Financing Adminis-
tration’s January 1998 ‘‘Carriers Program
Memorandum’, the agency carves out a cir-
cumstance under which a physician or prac-
titioner who has not opted-out of medicare
for 2 years may not file a claim where ‘‘the
beneficiary, for reasons of his or her own, de-
clines to authorize the physician or practi-
tioner to submit a claim or to furnish con-
fidential medical information to the medi-
care program that is needed to submit a
proper claim.”’.

(B) In the July 20, 1999, testimony on its
current medicare report to Congress, the
Comptroller General of the United States,
David Walker, concluded that the Health
Care Financing Administration lacks the
ability to properly guard medicare bene-
ficiaries’ medical records, ‘‘continues to
have vulnerabilities in its information man-
agement systems’’, and ‘‘lacks the ability to
readily provide beneficiaries with an ac-
counting of disclosures or misuse in viola-
tion of the Privacy Act of 1974.”.

(b) SENSE OF THE SENATE.—It is the sense
of the Senate that the assumptions under-
lying the functional totals in this concurrent
resolution on the budget assume that Con-
gress and the President should enact legisla-
tion that—

(1) codifies the Health Care Financing Ad-
ministration’s directive to provide bene-
ficiaries under the medicare program under
title XVIII of the Social Security Act perma-
nent and unambiguous choice of their treat-
ments, doctors, and reimbursement arrange-
ments;
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(2) goes beyond the Health Care Financing
Administration’s directive by specifying
that, in order to prevent abuses, such an ar-
rangement can only be entered into ‘‘if the
beneficiary and the physician or practitioner
enter into a written contract that includes a
statement of the beneficiary’s desire to with-
hold such authorization.”’;

(3) provides this protection for medicare
beneficiaries now, whether or not the Health
Care Financing Administration is able to im-
plement the recommendations of the General
Accounting Office, and also whether or not
Congress enacts comprehensive medical
records reform legislation;

(4) provides that medicare beneficiaries
have the right to see the physician or health
care provider of their choice, and not be lim-
ited in such right by the imposition of unrea-
sonable conditions on providers who are will-
ing to provide medicare beneficiaries with
this choice; and

(5) ensures medicare beneficiaries the right
of health care choice.

KYL (AND KERREY) AMENDMENT
NO. 3008

(Ordered to lie on the table.)

Mr. KYL (for himself and Mr.
KERREY) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by them to the
concurrent resolution, S. Con. Res. 101,
supra; as follows:

At the end of title III, add the following:
SEC. . SENSE OF THE SENATE REGARDING ES-

TATE TAXES.

(a) FINDINGS.—The Senate finds that—

(1) the Internal Revenue Code allows a tax-
payer to defer the recognition of capital
gains earned from the involuntary conver-
sion of property relating to theft, destruc-
tion, seizure, requisition, or condemnation,
so that no tax is imposed until the property
is sold;

(2) gains earned on property that is trans-
ferred by virtue of the owner’s death are not
eligible for such deferral as allowed for prop-
erty that is involuntarily converted, and the
entire value of the property is subject in-
stead to an estate tax rate as high as 55 per-
cent; and

(3) in order to prepare for and pay the es-
tate tax, numerous small businesses must
liquidate all or part of their assets, while
others are drained of the capital they need to
invest in the research and development, new
equipment, and new workers that would oth-
erwise keep them competitive in the market-
place.

(b) SENSE OF THE SENATE.—It is the sense
of the Senate that the levels in this resolu-
tion assume that—

(1) Congress should pass legislation pro-
viding estate tax relief, and should consider
replacing the Federal estate tax with a tax
on the gain attributable to inherited assets
due when those assets are sold;

(2) that the tax basis in such property used
to determine tax liability should be the dece-
dent’s basis; and

(3) that a limited step-up in basis should be
preserved for small estates so that they are
not subject to a new tax burden as a result
of these changes.

STEVENS (AND OTHERS)
AMENDMENT NO. 3009

Mr. STEVENS (for himself, Mr.
INOUYE, and Mr. COCHRAN) proposed an
amendment to the concurrent resolu-
tion, S. Con. Res. 101, supra; as follows:

On page 45, line 7 strike °$14,200,000,000"’
and all that follows through page 47, line 25
and insert in lieu thereof:
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¢‘$23,000,000,000.
‘(c) SUNSET.—This section shall expire ef-
fective October 1, 2002.”

COVERDELL AMENDMENT NO. 3010

Mr. COVERDELL proposed an
amendment to amendment No. 2965
proposed by Mr. ROBB to the concur-
rent resolution, S. Con. Res. 101, supra;
as follows:

On page 4,
$1.

On page 4,
$1.

On page 4,
$1.

On page 4,
$1.

On page 4,
$1.

On page 4, line 13, increase the amount by
$1.

On page 4, line 14, increase the amount by
$1.

On page 4, line 15, increase the amount by
$1.

On page 4, line 16, increase the amount by
$1.

On page 4, line 17, increase the amount by
$1.

On page 4, line 22, increase the amount by
$1.

On page 4, line 23, increase the amount by
$1.

On page 4, line 24, increase the amount by
$1.

On page 4, line 25, increase the amount by
$1.

On page 5,
$1.

On page 5,
$1.

On page 5,
$1.

On page 5,
$1.

On page 5, line 10, increase the amount by
$1.

On page 5, line 11, increase the amount by
$1.

On page 18, line 7, increase the amount by
$1.

On page 18, line 8, increase the amount by

line 4, increase the amount by

line 5, increase the amount by

line 6, increase the amount by

line 7, increase the amount by

line 8, increase the amount by

line 1, increase the amount by

line 7, increase the amount by

line 8, increase the amount by

line 9, increase the amount by

$1.
On page 18, line 11, increase the amount by
$1.
On page 18, line 12, increase the amount by
$1.
On page 18, line 15, increase the amount by
$1.

On page 18, line 16, increase the amount by
$1.

On page 18, line 19, increase the amount by
$1.
On page 18, line 20, increase the amount by
$1.
On page 18, line 23, increase the amount by
$1.
On page 18, line 24, increase the amount by
$1.

On page 29, line 3, decrease the amount by
$1.
On page 29, line 4, decrease the amount by
$1.
On page 29, after line 5, insert the fol-
lowing:

In lieu of the language proposed to be in-
serted, insert the following:

SEC. . (a) The Senate finds that on March
2, 2000, the Senate passed S. 1134, by a vote of
61-37, the Affordable Education Act of 2000,
which—

(a) authorizes up to 2.5 billion dollars a
year in new bond authority to allow public-
private partnerships to build new schools;
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(2) allows small school districts to build
more schools by providing them greater
flexibility in dealing with complex IRS regu-
lations;

(3) allows 14,000,000 families or 20,000,000
children to benefit from Education Savings
Accounts, which would generate
$12,000,000,000 in new resources for kinder-
garten through college education;

(4) allows 1,000,000 college students in State
pre-paid tuition plans to receive tax relief to
make college more affordable;

(5) allows 1,000,000 workers studying part-
time to receive education assistance through
their employers;

(6) guarantees that every college student
and recent college graduate in America will
receive a tax break on the interest on their
student loans;

(7) gives all of our Nation’s elementary and
secondary school teachers needed tax relief
for their professional development expenses;

(8) gives America’s teachers needed tax re-
lief by providing them a deduction for their
out-of-pocket classroom expenses;

(9) allows America’s classrooms to benefit
from new technology by encouraging the
charitable donation of computers to the
classroom;

(b) Therefore, it is the Sense of the Senate
that this budget resolution assumes that
Congress should pass, and the President
should sign significant education tax relief
legislation for America’s teachers and stu-
dents.

GORTON (AND JEFFORDS)
AMENDMENT NO. 3011

(Ordered to lie on the table.)

Mr. GORTON (for himself and Mr.
JEFFORDS) submitted an amendment
intended to be proposed by them to the
concurrent resolution, S. Con. Res. 101,
supra; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . SENSE OF THE SENATE CONCERNING
THE PRICE OF PRESCRIPTION
DRUGS IN THE UNITED STATES.

(a) FINDINGS.—The Senate makes the fol-
lowing findings:

(1) Today, two-thirds of senior citizens in
the United States have access to prescription
drugs through health insurance coverage.

(2) However, it is difficult for many Ameri-
cans, including senior citizens, to afford the
prescription drugs that they need to stay
healthy.

(3) Many senior citizens in the United
States leave the country and go to Canada or
Mexico to buy prescription drugs that are de-
veloped, manufactured, and approved in the
United States in order to buy such drugs at
lower prices than such drugs are sold for in
the United States.

(4) According to the General Accounting
Office, a consumer in the United States pays
on average Y3 more for a prescription drug
than a consumer pays for the same drug in
another country.

(6) The United States has made a strong
commitment to supporting the research and
development of new drugs through taxpayer-
supported funding of the National Institutes
of Health, through the research and develop-
ment tax credit, and through other means.

(6) The development of new drugs is impor-
tant because the use of such drugs enables
people to live longer and lead healthier,
more productive lives.

(7) Citizens of other countries should pay a
portion of the research and development
costs for new drugs, or their fair share of
such costs, rather than just reap the benefits
of such drugs.
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(b) SENSE OF THE SENATE.—It is the sense
of the Senate that the budgetary levels in
this resolution assume that the cost dis-
parity between identical prescription drugs
sold in the United States, Canada, and Mex-
ico should be reduced or eliminated.

SANTORUM (AND OTHERS)
AMENDMENT NO. 3012

(Ordered to lie on the table.)

Mr. SANTORUM (for himself, Mr.
ALLARD, and Mr. CRAIG) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
them to the concurrent resolution, S.
Con. Res. 101, supra; as follows:

At the end of title III, insert the following:
SEC. . SENSE OF THE SENATE ON DEBT RE-

DUCTION BY SENATE OFFICES.

It is the sense of the Senate that the levels
in this resolution assume that—

(1) any amount appropriated for Senators’
official personnel and office expenses for a
fiscal year shall only be available for that
fiscal year; and

(2) any amounts remaining after all pay-
ments are made for the expenses described in
paragraph (1) shall be deposited in the Treas-
ury to reduce the Federal debt held by the
public.

REED (AND OTHERS) AMENDMENT

NO. 3013
Mr. REID (for Mr. REED for himself,
Mr. DASCHLE, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr.

LEAHY, Mr. LAUTENBERG, Mr. SCHUMER,
Mr. DURBIN, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. KOHL,
Mr. TORRICELLI, Mr. LEVIN, Mrs.
BOXER, Mr. ROBB, Mr. KENNEDY, Mr.
BIDEN, Mr. BYRD, Mr. KERRY, Mr. REID,
Mr. INOUYE, Mr. BRYAN, Mr. HARKIN,
Mr. WYDEN, Ms. MIKULSKI, and Mr. L.
CHAFEE) proposed an amendment to
amendment No. 2965 proposed by Mr.
ROBB to the concurrent resolution, S.
Con. Res. 101, supra; as follows:

At the end of the amendment add the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . SENSE OF THE SENATE REGARDING

THE NEED TO REDUCE GUN VIO-
LENCE IN AMERICA.

(a) FINDINGS.—The Senate finds the fol-
lowing:

(1) On average, 12 children die from gun
fire everyday in America.

(2) On May 20, 1999, the Senate passed the
Violent and Repeat Offender Accountability
and Rehabilitation Act, by a vote of 73 to 25,
in part, to stem gun-related violence in the
United States.

(b) SENSE OF THE SENATE.—It is the sense
of the Senate that the levels in function 750
of this resolution assume that Congress
should—

(1) pass the conference report to accom-
pany H.R. 1501, the Violent and Repeat Juve-
nile Offender Accountability and Rehabilita-
tion Act, including Senate-passed provisions,
with the purpose of limiting access to fire-
arms by juveniles, convicted felons, and
other persons prohibited by law from pur-
chasing or possessing firearms; and

(2) consider H.R. 1501 not later than April
20, 2000.

BAUCUS AMENDMENT NO. 3014

(Ordered to lie on the table.)

Mr. BAUCUS submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him
to the concurrent resolution, S. Con.
Res. 101, supra; as follows:

At the end of title III, add the following:
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. SENSE OF THE SENATE CONCERNING
FUNDING FOR WILDFIRE MANAGE-
MENT BY THE SECRETARY OF THE
INTERIOR.

(a) FINDINGS.—The Senate finds that—

(1) fire prevention in the western States is
of imminent concern;

(2) more and more houses are being built
on the forest interface throughout the West;

(3) more houses in those areas increase the
risk of danger to lives and property from cat-
astrophic disasters such as wildfires;

(4) local fire departments often rely on vol-
unteers, but in many places fire departments
do not exist, leaving communities dependent
on Federal funding;

(5) the Federal Government should do its
share in preventing losses of life and prop-
erty as a result of rampant wildfires;

(6) snow pack has been below normal
throughout the West increasing the chances
of widespread fires;

(7) some experts point to the existence of a
6-year fire cycle that States should be pre-
pared for; and

(8) in 1988, devastating fires raged through-
out the West, and 2000 has the potential to be
just as devastating.

(b) SENSE OF THE SENATE.—It is the sense
of the Senate that the functional totals un-
derlying this resolution assume that the
wildlife management program delivered by
the Department of the Interior should be
funded above the levels in this resolution for
fiscal year 2001 to ensure protection of lives
and property to individuals residing in forest
interface areas.

SEC. 3

GREGG (AND OTHERS)
AMENDMENT NO. 3015

(Ordered to lie on the table.)

Mr. GREGG (for himself, Ms. COL-
LINS, and Mr. VOINOVICH) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
them to the concurrent resolution, S.
Con. Res. 101, supra; as follows:

At the end of title III, insert the following:
SEC. . SENSE OF THE SENATE CONCERNING

FUNDING FOR THE INDIVIDUALS
WITH DISABILITIES EDUCATION
ACT.

(a) FINDINGS.—The Senate makes the fol-
lowing findings:

(1) In 1975, the Federal Government made a
commitment in the Individuals with Disabil-
ities Education Act (20 U.S.C. 1411 et seq.)
(referred to in this resolution as the ‘“‘Act”)
to pay 40 percent of the programs described
in part B of such Act.

(2) The Act guarantees that all children
with disabilities receive a free and appro-
priate public education.

(3) In 1997, 1998, and 1999, Congress in-
creased funding for such programs by 113 per-
cent, but was unable to affect such increases
without the help or support of the Adminis-
tration.

(4) Despite such increases in funding, Fed-
eral funding for such programs is still far
short of the nearly $15,000,000,000 required to
receive the originally promised funding.

(5) The Federal Government currently pays
only 12.6 percent of such funding for the pro-
grams, which represents a great disparity
from the 40 percent that was originally
promised under the Act.

(6) Honoring the obligation to fund such
programs at the originally promised level
will allow State and local governments,
some of which spend up to 19 percent of the
State or local budget on special education
costs, to have more flexibility to spend the
local resources to meet the unique edu-
cational needs of all students in the locality.

(b) SENSE OF THE SENATE.—It is the sense
of the Senate that the budgetary levels in
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this resolution assume that Congress; first
priority should be to fully fund the programs
described under part B of the Individuals
with Disabilities Education Act (20 U.S.C.
1411 et seq.) at the originally promised level
of 40% before Federal funds are appropriated
for new education programs.

CONRAD AMENDMENT NO. 3016

(Ordered to lie on the table.)

Mr. CONRAD submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him
to the concurrent resolution, S. Con.
Res. 101, supra; as follows:

At the end of title III, insert the following:
SEC. . SAVE SOCIAL SECURITY AND MEDI-

CARE LOCKBOX.

(a) DEFINITION.—In this section, the term
““Social Security and Medicare lockbox’ in-
cludes—

(1) the amount of the Social Security sur-
plus (as defined in section 311(b)(1) of the
Congressional Budget Act of 1974), with re-
spect to any fiscal year; and

(2) the amount of the ‘“Medicare surplus re-
serve’ defined as a minimum of one-third of
the on-budget surplus as estimated by the
Congressional Budget Office for each of the 3
applicable time periods, which are—

(A) the budget year;

(B) the budget year plus the subsequent 4
years; and

(C) the budget year plus the subsequent 9
years.

(b) BUDGET RESOLUTION POINT OF ORDER.—
It shall not be in order in the Senate to con-
sider any concurrent resolution on the budg-
et (or amendment, motion, or conference re-
port on the resolution) that would decrease
the on-budget surplus below the levels of the
Medicare surplus reserve, except for legisla-
tion that reforms the Medicare program and
provides coverage for prescription drugs.

(c) SUBSEQUENT LEGISLATION POINT OF
ORDER.—It shall not be in order in the Sen-
ate to consider any bill, joint resolution,
amendment, motion, or conference report
that together with associated interest costs
would decrease the on-budget surplus below
the level of the Medicare surplus reserve, ex-
cept for legislation that reforms the Medi-
care program and provides coverage for pre-
scription drugs.

(d) SOCIAL SECURITY OFF-BUDGET POINT OF
ORDER.—It shall not be in order in the House
of Representatives or the Senate to consider
a concurrent resolution on the budget (or
any amendment thereto or conference report
thereon) or any bill, joint resolution, amend-
ment, motion, or conference report that
would violate section 13301 of the Budget En-
forcement Act of 1990.

(e) STRENGTHENING  SOCIAL  SECURITY
PoOINTS OF ORDER.—It shall not be in order in
the Senate to consider a concurrent resolu-
tion on the budget (or any amendment there-
to or conference report thereon) or any bill,
joint resolution, amendment, motion, or con-
ference report that would—

(1) decrease Social Security surpluses in
any year covered by this resolution below
the levels established in this resolution; or

(2) amend section 301(i) or 311(a)(3) of the
Congressional Budget Act of 1974 to allow
Social Security surpluses to be decreased
below the levels established in this resolu-
tion.

(f) SUPERMAJORITY WAIVER.—

(1) WAIVER.—This section may be waived or
suspended only by the affirmative vote of
three-fifths of the Members, duly chosen and
sworn.

(2) APPEALS.—An affirmative vote of three-
fifths of the Members, duly chosen and
sworn, shall be required to sustain an appeal
of the ruling of the Chair on a point of order
raised pursuant to this section.
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(g) SENATE PAY-As-YOoU-GO RULE EX-
TENDED THROUGH 2010.—Section 207(g) of H.
Con. Res. 68 (the Concurrent Resolution on
the Budget for fiscal year 2000) is amended
by striking ‘2002’ and inserting ¢‘2010°°.

On page 4, line 4, increase the amount by
$2,026,000,000.

On page 4, line 5, increase the amount by
$0.
On page 4, line 6,
$5,067,000,000.

On page 4,
$7,230,000,000.

On page 4,
$6,620,000,000.

On page 4, line 13, increase the amount by
$2,026,000,000.

On page 4, line 14, increase the amount by

increase the amount by

line 7, increase the amount by

line 8, increase the amount by

$0.
On page 4, line 15, increase the amount by
$5,067,000,000.

On page 4, line 16, increase the amount by
$7,230,000,000.

On page 4, line 17, increase the amount by
$6,620,000,000.

On page 5, line 15, increase the amount by
$2,026,000,000.

On page 5, line 16, increase the amount by
$0.

On page 5, line 17, increase the amount by
$5,067,000,000.

On page 5, line 18, increase the amount by
$7,230,000,000.

On page 5, line 19, increase the amount by
$6,620,000,000.

On page 5, line 23, decrease the amount by
$2,026,000,000.

On page 5, line 24, decrease the amount by
$0.
On page 5, line 25, decrease the amount by
$5,067,000,000.

On page 6,
$7,230,000,000.

On page 6,
$6,620,000,000.

On page 6,
$2,026,000,000.

On page 6,
$0.

On page 6,
$5,067,000,000.

On page 6,
$7,230,000,000.

On page 6, line 10, decrease the amount by
$6,620,000,000.

On page 29, line 3, decrease the amount by
$2,026,000,000.

On page 29, line 4, decrease the amount by
$20,943,000,000.

line 1, decrease the amount by

line 2, decrease the amount by

line 6, decrease the amount by

line 7, decrease the amount by

line 8, decrease the amount by

line 9, decrease the amount by

BREAUX (AND OTHERS)
AMENDMENT NO. 3017

(Ordered to lie on the table.)

Mr. BREAUX (for himself, Ms.
SNOWE, and Mr. ROBB) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
them to the concurrent resolution, S.
Con. Res. 101, supra; as follows:

At the end of title II, insert the following:
SEC. . POINT OF ORDER AGAINST CONSIDER-

ATION OF OMNIBUS APPROPRIA-
TIONS CONFERENCE REPORTS IF
NOT AVAILABLE FOR 2 DAYS.

It shall not be in order in the Senate to
consider a conference report on an Omnibus
Appropriations bill (an appropriations bill
containing 2 or more of the 13 regular appro-
priations Acts) unless that conference report
has been available at least 2 days prior to
consideration.

BOND (AND OTHERS) AMENDMENT
NO. 3018

(Ordered to lie on the table.)
Mr. BOND (for himself, Mr. HOL-
LINGS, Mr. HUTCHINSON, Mr. DEWINE,
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Mr. STEVENS, Mr. BREAUX, Mrs. MUR-
RAY, Mr. JOHNSON, Mr. FEINGOLD, Mrs.
LINCOLN, Mr. WELLSTONE, Mr. DODD,
Mr. INOUYE, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. KEN-
NEDY, Mr. EDWARDS, Mr. LUGAR, Mr.
CLELAND, Mr. BINGAMAN, Mr. BAUCUS,
Mr. KoHL, and Ms. COLLINS) submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by them to the concurrent resolution,
S. Con. Res. 101, supra; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . SENSE OF THE SENATE CONCERNING
UNINSURED AND LOW-INCOME INDI-
VIDUALS IN MEDICALLY UNDER-
SERVED COMMUNITIES.

(a) FINDINGS.—The Senate finds that—

(1) the uninsured population in the United
States continues to grow at over 100,000 indi-
viduals per month, and is estimated to reach
over 53,000,000 people by 2007;

(2) the growth in the uninsured population
continues despite public and private efforts
to increase health insurance coverage;

(3) nearly 80 percent of the uninsured popu-
lation are members of working families who
cannot afford health insurance or cannot ac-
cess employer-provided health insurance
plans;

(4) minority populations, rural residents,
and single-parent families represent a dis-
proportionate number of the uninsured popu-
lation;

(5) the problem of health care access for
the uninsured population is compounded in
many urban and rural communities by a lack
of providers who are available to serve both
insured and uninsured populations;

(6) community, migrant, homeless, and
public housing health centers have proven
uniquely qualified to address the lack of ade-
quate health care services for uninsured pop-
ulations, serving over 4,500,000 uninsured pa-
tients in 1999, including over 1,000,000 new
uninsured patients who have sought care
from such centers in the last 3 years;

(7) health centers care for nearly 7,000,000
minorities, nearly 600,000 farmworkers, and
more than 500,000 homeless individuals each
year;

(8) health centers provide cost-effective
comprehensive primary and preventive care
to uninsured individuals for less than $1.00
per day, or $350 annually, and help to reduce
the inappropriate use of costly emergency
rooms and inpatient hospital care;

(9) current resources only allow health cen-
ters to serve 10 percent of the Nation’s
44,000,000 uninsured individuals;

(10) past investments to increase health
center access have resulted in better health,
an improved quality of life for all Ameri-
cans, and a reduction in national health care
expenditures; and

(11) Congress can act now to increase ac-
cess to health care services for uninsured
and low-income people together with or in
advance of health care coverage proposals by
expanding the availability of services at
community, migrant, homeless, and public
housing health centers.

(b) SENSE OF THE SENATE.—It is the sense
of the Senate that the functional totals un-
derlying this resolution on the budget as-
sume that—

(1) appropriations for consolidated health
centers under section 330 of the Public
Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 254b) should be
increased by 100 percent over the next 5 fis-
cal years in order to double the number of
individuals who receive health care services
at community, migrant, homeless, and pub-
lic housing health centers; and

(2) appropriations for consolidated health
centers should be increased by $150,000,000 in
fiscal year 2001 over the amount appro-
priated for such centers in fiscal year 2000.
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GREGG (AND KERREY)
AMENDMENT NO. 3019

(Ordered to lie on the table.)

Mr. GREGG (for himself and Mr.
KERREY) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by them to the
concurrent resolution, S. Con. Res. 101,
supra; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:
SEC. . SENSE OF THE SENATE ON PUBLIC

EDUCATION ON THE SOCIAL SECU-

RITY PROGRAM.

(a) FINDINGS.—The Senate makes the fol-
lowing findings:

(1) Today and in the future, Social Secu-
rity is the foundation of retirement income
for most Americans. Preserving and pro-
tecting Social Security for the long-term is
a vital national priority and essential for the
retirement security of today’s working
Americans, current and future retirees, and
their families.

(2) Under current assumptions, Social Se-
curity would enter into cash-flow deficits in
2015. Under those same assumptions, the So-
cial Security Trust Funds have sufficient fi-
nancing to pay full current-law benefits
through 2037. According to separate analyses
by the Congressional Budget Office (CBO)
and the Office of Management and Budget
(OMB), the existence of positive balances in
the Federal Old-Age and Survivors Insurance
Trust Fund and the Federal Disability Insur-
ance Trust Fund in periods of program cash
deficits would in and of itself have no direct
effect upon the Federal Government’s ability
to pay benefits, with the result that levels of
either benefits, tax revenues, or Federal bor-
rowing would need to be changed in order to
finance benefit payments, carrying impor-
tant consequences for beneficiaries and
wage-earners alike.

(3) There appears to be a lack of confidence
about the future of Social Security among
the general public. Congress and the Social
Security Administration should work to-
gether to restore confidence in the Social Se-
curity system. For example, although Amer-
icans of all ages indicate in polls that they
strongly support Social Security, many
younger Americans believe that they will re-
ceive either no benefits or sharply reduced
benefits at retirement, although Social Se-
curity would have sufficient annual revenues
to pay on average (under current assump-
tions) 72 percent of benefits even after re-
serves of the Federal Old-Age and Survivors
Insurance Trust Fund and the Federal Dis-
ability Insurance Trust Fund are exhausted
in 2037.

(4) Proper understanding both of how So-
cial Security is financed and the challenges
facing the Social Security program, as well
as the impact of Social Security on the Fed-
eral Budget and on the economy, is essential
to proper evaluation by the American people
and Congress of the options to achieve long-
term program sustainability.

(6) Many statistics currently used to ex-
plain Social Security finances are highly
technical and not accessible to the average
American, such as actuarial balance as a per-
cent of payroll. Simpler measures could pro-
vide a clearer picture of Social Security’s fu-
ture finances and of the options for improv-
ing those finances.

(6) As the Nation enters the 21st Century,
the United States is experiencing unprece-
dented changes in business, employment, and
the economy; in demographics and in
science. Such changes should be considered
in understanding the issues facing Social Se-
curity.

(b) SENSE OF THE SENATE.—It is the sense
of the Senate that the levels in this resolu-
tion on the budget assume the following:
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(1) PUBLIC EDUCATION.—Education of the
general public regarding Social Security
needs to be improved. Toward that end, the
Social Security Administration should ex-
amine all material that is distributed in
print or online for public review, including
the Summary of the Annual Report of the
Board of Trustees of the Federal Old-Age and
Survivors Insurance Trust Fund and the Fed-
eral Disability Insurance Trust Fund and so-
cial security account statements, to ensure
that Americans can clearly understand how
Social Security works and the challenges
facing Social Security.

(2) ECONOMIC AND BUDGET ESTIMATES.—Pub-
lic and congressional understanding of the
relationship between Social Security, the
economic well-being of seniors, the Federal
Budget, and the economy is essential to pro-
tecting and preserving Social Security for
the long term. Toward that end, the Senate
commends the Congressional Budget Office
(CBO) for its investment in providing long-
term estimates, and expresses the desire for
periodic reports from the CBO regarding So-
cial Security payments and revenues, includ-
ing implicit general revenue commitments,
the economic well-being of seniors, national
savings, and other important economic out-
comes.

(3) IMPROVEMENTS TO THE REPORTS OF THE
BOARD OF TRUSTEES.—The Board of Trustees
of the Federal Old-Age and Survivors Insur-
ance Trust Fund and the Federal Disability
Insurance Trust Fund should carefully con-
tinue to consider recent recommendations by
the 1999 Technical Panel on Assumptions and
Methods of the Social Security Advisory
Board and recommendations of other such
groups regarding additional information that
should be presented to the public.

DOMENICI (AND OTHERS)
AMENDMENT NO. 3020

(Ordered to lie on the table.)

Mr. DOMENICI (for himself, Mr.
CLELAND, and Mr. DoODD) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
them to the concurrent resolution, S.
Con. Res. 101, supra; as follows:

At the end of title III, insert the following:
SEC. . SENSE OF THE SENATE.

(a) FINDINGS.—The Senate finds that—

(1) the tragic acts of school violence in Ar-
kansas, Colorado, Georgia, Kentucky, Michi-
gan, and other areas across the Nation have
prompted a national dialogue on how best to
ensure the safety and security of our Na-
tion’s children;

(2) an increasing number of parents, teach-
ers, and community and business leaders
across the Nation believe that schools must
reinforce efforts to foster good character in
children;

(3) 23 States have enacted character edu-
cation legislation and others are considering
such legislation;

(4) strengthening students’ sense of com-
munity in school has lasting effects on stu-
dents’ overall development, including im-
proving conduct in school and reducing vio-
lent behavior outside of school;

(5) the more character education is incul-
cated in the teaching of academics, the more
teachers and other adults in a school apply
core values like caring, citizenship, fairness,
respect, responsibility, and trustworthiness
to their relationships among themselves and
with their students; and

(6) providing children the opportunity to
reflect and act on core values increases their
awareness of the impact of their actions,
with positive results reported in many
schools that offer character education, such
as antisocial behavior being reduced, attend-
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ance improving, attentiveness in class going
up, substance abuse declining, schools be-
coming safer places, and even academics im-
proving.

(b) SENSE OF THE SENATE.—It is the sense
of the Senate that the levels in this resolu-
tion assume that Congress should—

(1) allocate sufficient resources for char-
acter educations programs in schools; and

(2) take all other appropriate steps to en-
courage and support character education, in-
cluding continued support of National Char-
acter Counts Week.

GRASSLEY (AND OTHERS)
AMENDMENT NO. 3021

(Ordered to lie on the table.)

Mr. GRASSLEY (for himself, Mr.
HATCH, Mr. ABRAHAM, Mr. DEWINE, and
Mr. COVERDELL) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by them
to the concurrent resolution, S. Con.
Res. 101, supra; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert:

SEC. . SENSE OF THE SENATE ON COUNTER-
NARCOTICS FUNDING.

(a) FINDINGS.—The Senate finds that—

(1) The drug crisis facing the United States
is a top national security threat.

(2) The spread of illicit drugs through
United States borders cannot be halted with-
out an effective drug interdiction strategy.

(3) Effective drug interdiction efforts have
been shown to limit the availability of illicit
narcotics, drive up the street price, support
demand reduction efforts, and decrease over-
all drug trafficking and use.

(4) The armed conflict and resulting law-
lessness in Colombia present a clear and
present danger to the security of the front
line states, to law enforcement efforts in-
tended to impede the flow of cocaine and
heroin, and, therefore, to the well-being of
the people of the United States.

(5) The conflict in Colombia is creating in-
stability along its borders with neighboring
countries, Ecuador, Panama, Peru, and Ven-
ezuela, several of which have deployed forces
to their border with Colombia.

(6) Coca production has increased 28 per-
cent in Colombia since 1998, and already 75
percent of the world’s cocaine and 75 percent
of the heroin seized in the northeast United
States is of Colombian origin.

(7) The percentage change in drug use since
1992, among graduating high school students
who used drugs in the past 12 months, has
substantially increased—marijuana use is up
80 percent, cocaine use is up 80 percent, and
heroin use is up 100 percent.

(8) The U.S. Customs Service and the U.S.
coast Guard are critical front line agencies
in stopping the flow of illegal drugs into the
United States.

(9) The Department of Defense is a lead
agency for the detection and monitoring of
aerial and maritime transit of illegal drug
into the United States.

(10) The Department of State, through
INL, is a lead agency in protecting the
United States from the foreign drug and
crime threat.

(b) SENSE OF THE SENATE.—It is the sense
of the Senate, the functional totals included
in this resolution assume the following:

(1) All counter-narcotics agencies will be
given the highest priority for fully funding
their counter-narcotics mission.

(2) That front line drug fighting agencies
are dedicating more resources for inter-
national efforts to continue restoring a bal-
anced drug control strategy.

(3) Congress should re-authorize the mod-
ernization of the U.S. Customs service and
ensure it has adequate resources and author-
ity not only to facilitate the movement of
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internationally traded goods but to ensure it
can aggressively pursue its law enforcement
activities to stop the flow of drugs into the
United States.

(4) Congress should adequately fund U.S.
Coast Guard and ensure that it has adequate
resources to aggressively pursue its mari-
time law enforcement activities.

(5) By pursuing a balanced effort which re-
quires investment in three key areas: de-
mand reduction (such as education and
treatment); domestic law enforcement; and
international supply reduction. Congress be-
lieves we can reduce the number of children
who are exposed to and addicted to illegal
drugs.

(6) Congress should adequately fund the
Department of Defense to ensure it has suffi-
cient personnel, equipment, and facilities to
support drug interdiction efforts and other
counter-drug activities.

(7) Congress should adequately fund the
Department of State to ensure that INL has
the resources necessary to aggressively and
effectively pursue protection of U.S. borders.

HATCH (AND OTHERS)
AMENDMENT NO. 3022

(Ordered to lie on the table.)

Mr. HATCH (for himself, Mr. GRASS-
LEY, and Mr. HELMS) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
them to the concurrent resolution, S.
Con. Res. 101, supra; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . SENSE OF THE SENATE REGARDING COM-
BATING DRUG TRAFFICKING OVER
THE INTERNET.

(a) FINDINGS.—The Senate finds that—

(1) Millions of Americans use the Internet
daily for educational and informational pur-
poses. It contains a vast universe of products
and services and offers legitimate business
owners and consumers a private venue to
conduct transactions.

(2) The Internet is also being utilized by
criminals and drug dealers to conduct illegal
sales in violation of federal drug laws.

(3) 21 U.S.C. 863 makes it a crime to sell or
offer for sale drug paraphernalia. Yet, on the
Internet, anyone can purchase illegal drug
paraphernalia from one of the numerous pro-
drug sites. Web sites also advertise for sale
marijuana and poppy seeds in violation of
federal law.

(4) The Drug Enforcement Administration
is the lead federal agency charged with in-
vestigating domestic drug trafficking. In
order to combat and prevent drug dealers
from using the Internet to conduct their ille-
gal operations, it is imperative that Con-
gress provide sufficient funding to the Drug
Enforcement Administration for inves-
tigating these illegal activities.

(b) SENSE OF THE SENATE.—It is the sense
of the Senate that the levels in the resolu-
tion assume that—

(1) the Drug Enforcement Administration
requires a program enhancement of $5 mil-
lion in FY 2001 to combat, prevent, and deter
the illegal use of electronic communications,
including the Internet, to violate federal
drug laws; and

(2) the Drug Enforcement Administration
will study the extent to which these viola-
tions are occurring and report the findings of
such study to the Committees on the Judici-
ary of the Senate and House of Representa-
tives.

HATCH (AND OTHERS)
AMENDMENT NO. 3023
(Ordered to lie on the table.)
Mr. HATCH (for himself, Mr. GRASS-
LEY, Mr. HUTCHINSON, Mr. HELMS, Mr.
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INHOFE, Mr. FRIST, Mr. SMITH of Or-
egon, Mr. BOND, and Mr. THOMAS) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be
proposed by them to the concurrent
resolution, S. Con. Res. 101, supra; as
follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. SENSE OF THE SENATE REGARDING PRO-
VIDING ADEQUATE FUNDING FOR
METHAMPHETAMINE LABORATORY
CLEANUP.

(a) FINDINGS:—The Senate finds that—

(1) The number of methamphetamine lab-
oratory seizures the Drug Enforcement Ad-
ministration (DEA) participates in annually
has increased drastically since 1994. In 1994,
the DEA participated in the seizures of only
306 clandestine laboratories, 86% of which
were methamphetamine laboratories. Last
year, a total of 6,326 methamphetamine and
amphetamine laboratories were seized in the
United States, and the DEA participated in
1,948 of those seizures. The DEA and State
and local law enforcement agencies spend
millions of dollars every year cleaning up
the pollutants and toxins created and left be-
hind by operators of these laboratories.

Methamphetamine manufacturing poses
serious dangers to human life and the envi-
ronment. The chemicals and substances used
in the methamphetamine manufacturing
process are unstable, volatile, and highly
combustible. The smallest amounts of these
chemicals, when mixed improperly, can
cause explosions and fires, and the fact that
most of these laboratories are situated in
residences, motels, trailers, and vans makes
the problem even more dangerous. Addition-
ally, for every one pound of methamphet-
amine that is produced, over five pounds of
toxic waste is produced and left behind.

(3) The DEA has been assisting State and
local law enforcement agencies in cleaning
up methamphetamine laboratory sites. State
and local agencies lack the financial ability,
equipment, and training to cleanup these
toxic sites, and thus, they rely predomi-
nantly, if not entirely, on the DEA to clean-
up methamphetamine laboratories.

(4) By March 2000, the DEA has exhausted
the funds set aside in its FY 2000 budget for
State and local methamphetamine labora-
tory cleanup. The DEA projects that meth-
amphetamine laboratory seizures will con-
tinue to rise in FY 2001.

(5) It is imperative that Congress provide
sufficient funding to the DEA for meth-
amphetamine laboratory cleanup.

(b) SENSE OF THE SENATE.—It is the sense
of the Senate that the levels in the resolu-
tion assume that—

(1) the Drug Enforcement Administration
requires a program enhancement of $21 mil-
lion in FY 2001 to assist State and local law
enforcement agencies in cleaning up toxic
waste sites created by illegal operators of
methamphetamine laboratories; and

(2) the funding for methamphetamine lab-
oratories cleanup should supplement and not
supplant funding for other law enforcement
activities of the Drug Enforcement Adminis-
tration.

COVERDELL (AND LINCOLN)
AMENDMENT NO. 3024

(Ordered to lie on the table.)

Mr. COVERDELL (for himself and
Mrs. LINCOLN) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by them
to the concurrent resolution, S. Con.
Res. 101, supra; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:
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. SENSE OF THE SENATE CONCERNING
AGING FLOOD CONTROL STRUC-
TURES.

(a) FINDINGS.—The Senate finds that—

(1) since 1948, communities and the Natural
Resources Conservation Service of the De-
partment of Agriculture have constructed
over 10,400 flood control structures in 47
States, at an estimated infrastructure in-
vestment of $14,000,000,000;

(2) many of those structures are now reach-
ing the end of their design life; and

(3) unless those aging structures are reha-
bilitated, the structures may—

(A) pose significant threats to human
health, public safety, property, and the envi-
ronment; and

(B) pose risks of potential hardship to the
communities in the vicinities of the struc-
tures, including through potential loss of
flood control, community water supplies,
ability to conserve natural resources, and
economic benefits, that were brought about
as a result of those flood control structures.

(b) SENSE OF THE SENATE.—It is the sense
of the Senate that the levels in this resolu-
tion, assume that the Federal Government
will offer technical assistance and cost-
shared financial assistance to communities
to ensure that the flood control structures
constructed by the communities and the
Natural Resources Conservation Service of
the Department of Agriculture are rehabili-
tated and continue to serve the protective
purposes for which they were constructed.

SEC.

SMITH (AND OTHERS)
AMENDMENT NO. 3025

(Ordered to lie on the table.)

Mr. SMITH of Oregon (for himself,
Mr. CONRAD, Mr. DOMENICI, Mr. CRAIG,
Mr. CrAPO, and Mr. BINGAMAN) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be
proposed by them to the concurrent
resolution, S. Con. Res. 101, supra; as
follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . SENSE OF SENATE REGARDING RENT-
AL RATES FOR RIGHTS-OF-WAY FOR
FIBER OPTIC CABLES ON FEDERAL
LAND.

It is the sense of the Senate that the levels
in this resolution assume that the Bureau of
Land Management will continue to apply the
existing linear rent schedule (in section
2803.1-2(c) of title 43, Code of Federal Regula-
tions) for each fiber optic cable that is sub-
ject to rent, regardless of the number of opti-
cal fibers contained in the cable.

BREAUX (AND OTHERS)
AMENDMENT NO. 3026

(Ordered to lie on the table.)

Mr. BREAUX (for himself, Ms.
SNOWE, and Mr. ROBB) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
them to the concurrent resolution, S.
Con. Res. 101, supra; as follows:

At the end of title II, insert the following:
SEC. . POINT OF ORDER AGAINST CONSIDER-

ATION OF OMNIBUS APPROPRIA-
TIONS CONFERENCE REPORTS IF
NOT AVAILABLE FOR 2 DAYS.

It shall not be in order in the Senate to
consider a conference report on an Omnibus
Appropriations bill (an appropriations bill
containing 2 or more of the 13 regular appro-
priations Acts) unless that conference report
has been available at least 2 days prior to
consideration.

SMITH AMENDMENTS NOS. 3027-3028
(Ordered to lie on the table.)
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Mr. SMITH of New Hampshire sub-
mitted two amendments intended to be
proposed by him to the concurrent res-
olution, S. Con. Res. 101, supra; as fol-
lows:

AMENDMENT No. 3027

At the end of title III, insert the following:

SEC. . SENSE OF THE SENATE REGARDING A
PERMANENT MORATORIUM ON THE
IMPOSITION OF TAXES ON THE
INTERNET.

It is the sense of the Senate that the levels
in this resolution and legislation enacted
pursuant to this resolution assume that
there should be a permanent moratorium on
the imposition of taxes on the Internet.

AMENDMENT NoO. 3028

At the end of title III, insert the following:

SEC. . SENSE OF THE SENATE REGARDING THE
CENSUS.

It is the sense of the Senate that the levels
in this resolution and legislation enacted
pursuant to this resolution assume that no
American will be prosecuted, fined or in any-
way harassed by the Federal government or
its agents for failure to respond to any cen-
sus questions which refer to an individual’s
race, national origin, living conditions, per-
sonal habits or mental and/or physical condi-
tion.

HATCH AMENDMENT NO. 3029

(Ordered to lie on the table.)

Mr. HATCH submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him
to the concurrent resolution, S. Con.
Res. 101, supra; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-

lowing:

SEC. . SENSE OF THE SENATE REGARDING EN-
FORCEMENT OF FEDERAL FIRE-
ARMS LAWS.

(a) FINDINGS.—The Senate makes the fol-
lowing findings:

(1) The Clinton Administration has failed
to adequately enforce Federal firearms laws.
Between 1992 and 1998, Triggerlock gun pros-
ecutions—prosecutions of defendants who
use a firearm in the commission of a felony—
dropped nearly 50 percent, from 7,045 to ap-
proximately 3,800.

(2) The decline in Federal firearms pros-
ecutions was not due to a lack of adequate
resources. During the period when Federal
firearms prosecutions decreased nearly 50
percent, the overall budget of the Depart-
ment of Justice increased 54 percent.

(3) It is a Federal crime to possess a fire-
arm on school grounds under section 922(q) of
title 18, United States Code. The Clinton De-
partment of Justice prosecuted only 8 cases
under this provision of law during 1998, even
though more than 6,000 students brought
firearms to school that year. The Clinton
Administration prosecuted only 5 such cases
during 1997.

(4) It is a Federal crime to transfer a fire-
arm to a juvenile under section 922(x) of title
18, United States Code. The Clinton Depart-
ment of Justice prosecuted only 6 cases
under this provision of law during 1998 and
only 5 during 1997.

(5) It is a Federal crime to transfer or pos-
sess a semiautomatic assault weapon under
section 922(v) of title 18, United States Code.
The Clinton Department of Justice pros-
ecuted only 4 cases under this provision of
law during 1998 and only 4 during 1997.

(6) It is a Federal crime for any person
“who has been adjudicated as a mental defec-
tive or who has been committed to a mental
institution” to possess or purchase a firearm
under section 922(g) of title 18, United States
Code. Despite this Federal law, mental
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health adjudications are not placed on the
national instant criminal background sys-
tem established under section 103(b) of the
Brady Handgun Violence Prevention Act (18
U.S.C. 922 note).

(7) It is a Federal crime for any person
knowingly to make any false statement in
the attempted purchase of a firearm under
section 922(a)(6) of title 18, United States
Code. It is also a Federal crime for convicted
felons to possess or purchase a firearm under
section 922(g) of title 18, United States Code.

(8) More than 500,000 convicted felons and
other prohibited purchasers have been pre-
vented from buying firearms from licensed
dealers since the Brady Handgun Violence
Prevention Act was enacted. When these fel-
ons attempted to purchase a firearm, they
violated section 922(a)(6) of title 18, United
States Code, by making a false statement
under oath that they were not disqualified
from purchasing a firearm. Nonetheless, of
the more than 500,000 violations, only ap-
proximately 200 of the felons have been re-
ferred to the Department of Justice for pros-
ecution.

(9) Notwithstanding this poor record of en-
forcement, the Clinton Administration con-
tinues to push for new Federal firearms laws
instead of enforcing existing Federal fire-
arms laws.

(b) SENSE OF THE SENATE.—It is the sense
of the Senate that the assumptions under-
lying the functional totals in this concurrent
resolution on the budget assume that Fed-
eral funds will be used for an effective law
enforcement strategy requiring a commit-
ment to enforcing existing Federal firearms
laws by—

(1) designating not less than 1 Assistant
United States Attorney in each district to
prosecute Federal firearms violations and
thereby expand Project Exile nationally;

(2) hiring additional Bureau of Alcohol, To-
bacco, and Firearms agents and Assistant
United States Attorneys to investigate and
prosecute Federal firearms violations;

(3) upgrading the national instant criminal
background system established under section
103(b) of the Brady Handgun Violence Pre-
vention Act (18 U.S.C. 922 note) by encour-
aging States to place mental health adju-
dications on that system and by improving
the overall speed and efficiency of that sys-
tem; and

(4) providing incentive grants to States to
encourage States to impose mandatory min-
imum sentences for firearm offenses based
on section 924(c) of title 18, United States
Code, and to prosecute those offenses in
State court.

SMITH (AND OTHERS)
AMENDMENT NO. 3030

(Ordered to lie on the table.)

Mr. SMITH of Oregon (for himself,
Mr. CONRAD, Mr. DOMENICI, Mr. CRAIG,
Mr. CRAPO, and Mr. BINGAMAN) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be
proposed by them to the concurrent
resolution, S. Con. Res. 101, supra; as
follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . SENSE OF SENATE REGARDING RENT-
AL RATES FOR RIGHTS-OF-WAY FOR
FIBER OPTIC CABLES ON FEDERAL
LAND.

It is the sense of the Senate that the levels
in this resolution assume that the Bureau of
Land Management will continue to apply the
existing linear rent schedule (in section
2803.1-2(c) of title 43, Code of Federal Regula-
tions) for each fiber optic cable that is sub-
ject to rent, regardless of the number of opti-
cal fibers contained in the cable.
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SMITH (AND OTHERS)
AMENDMENT NO. 3031

(Ordered to lie on the table.)

Mr. SMITH of New Hampshire (for
himself, Mr. ALLARD, and Mr. DOMEN-
ICI) submitted an amendment intended
to be proposed by them to the concur-
rent resolution, S. Con. Res. 101, supra;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:
SEC. . SENSE OF THE SENATE ON MEDICARE

PRESCRIPTION DRUGS.

It is the sense of the Senate that the levels
in this budget resolution assume that among
its reform options, Congress should explore a
medicare prescription drug proposal that—

(1) is voluntary;

(2) increases accessl for all medicare bene-
ficiaries;

(3) is designed to provide meaningful pro-
tection and bargaining power for medicare
beneficiaries in obtaining prescription drugs;

(4) is affordable for all medicare bene-
ficiaries and for the medicare program;

(5) is administered using private sector en-
tities and competitive purchasing tech-
niques;

(6) is consistent with broader medicare re-
form;

(7) preserves and protects the financial in-
tegrity of the medicare trust funds;

(8) does not increase medicare beneficiary
premiums; and

(9) provides a prescription drug benefit as
soon as possible.

ASHCROFT (AND OTHERS)
AMENDMENT NO. 3032

(Ordered to lie on the table.)

Mr. ASHCROFT (for himself, Mr.
BROWNBACK, Mr. VOINOVICH, and Mr.
GRAMS) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by them to the
concurrent resolution, S. Con. Res. 101,
supra; as follows:

At the end of title II, insert the following:
SEC. 211. PROTECTION OF MEDICARE SUR-

PLUSES.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds that—

(1) the fiscal year 2001 budget submitted by
the President, instead of protecting Medi-
care, reduces payments to Medicare pro-
viders by $53 billion over 10 years;

(2) the fiscal year 2001 budget submitted by
the President calls for an increase in spend-
ing for fiscal year 2001 of $58 billion and
would increase taxes collected next year by
$12 billion;

(3) the fiscal year 2001 budget submitted by
the President continues to use the Medicare,
Part A surplus to mask the President’s pro-
posed increases in spending; and

(4) in contrast to the President’s budget,
this budget resolution protects Medicare, re-
jects the President’s Medicare cuts and pro-
vides $40 billion for prescription drug cov-
erage for needy seniors.

(b) MEDICARE SURPLUSES OFF-BUDGET.—The
net surplus of any trust fund for part A of
Medicare shall not be counted as a net sur-
plus for purposes of the congressional budg-
et.

(c) POINTS OF ORDER TO PROTECT MEDICARE
SURPLUSES.—

(1) CONCURRENT RESOLUTIONS ON THE BUDG-
ET.—It shall not be in order in the House of
Representatives or the Senate to consider
any concurrent resolution on the budget, or
conference report thereon or amendment
thereto, that would set forth an on-budget
deficit for any fiscal year.

(2) SUBSEQUENT LEGISLATION.—It shall not
be in order in the House of Representatives
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or the Senate to consider any bill, joint reso-
lution, amendment, motion, or conference
report if—

(A) the enactment of that bill or resolution
as reported;

(B) the adoption and enactment of that
amendment; or

(C) the enactment of that bill or resolution
in the form recommended in that conference
report; would cause or increase an on-budget
deficit for any fiscal year.

(3) DEFINTIION.—For purposes of this sec-
tion, the term ‘‘on-budget deficit’’, when ap-
plied to a fiscal year, means the deficit in
the budget as set forth in the most recently
agreed to concurrent resolution on the budg-
et pursuant to section 301(a)(3) of the Con-
gressional Budget Act of 1974 for that fiscal
year.

(d) MEDICARE LOOK-BACK SEQUESTER.—If in
any fiscal year, the Medicare, Part A surplus
has been used to finance general operations
of the Federal government, an amount equal
to the amount used shall be sequestered for
available discretionary spending for the fol-
lowing fiscal year for purposes of any con-
current resolution on the budget.

(e) SUPER MAJORITY REQUIREMENT.—This
section may be waived or suspended in the
Senate only by the affirmative vote of three-
fifths of the Members, duly chosen and
sworn. An affirmative vote of three-fifths of
the Members of the Senate, duly chosen and
sworn, shall be required in the Senate to sus-
tain an appeal of the ruling of the Chair on
a point of order raised under this section.

GRASSLEY AMENDMENT NO. 3033

(Ordered to lie on the table.)

Mr. GRASSLEY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the concurrent resolution, S.
Con. Res. 101, supra; as follows:

At the end of title III, insert the following:
SEC. . SENSE OF THE SENATE REGARDING

THE DEVELOPMENT OF AN AGENDA
FOR A NEW ROUND OF MULTILAT-
ERAL TRADE NEGOTIATIONS.

(a) FINDINGS.—The Senate makes the fol-
lowing findings:

(1) The 8 rounds of multilateral trade nego-
tiations since 1947 have resulted in the re-
duction or elimination of thousands of tariff
and nontariff trade barriers, increasing the
prosperity of the United States, and comple-
menting and promoting many areas of eco-
nomic activity in the United States.

(2) Trade accounts for one-fourth of the
Gross Domestic Product of the TUnited
States.

(3) The economic activity generated by
United States trade and investment contrib-
utes substantially to Federal revenues.

(4) The failure of the Seattle Ministerial
Conference to launch a new round of multi-
lateral trade negotiations will slow further
trade liberalization.

(56) The slowdown in trade liberalization
will result in the United States economy
generating lower levels of economic activity
and thus less Federal revenues.

(6) The process of trade liberalization in
the World Trade Organization will not go
forward without strong and consistent
United States leadership.

(b) SENSE OF THE SENATE.—It is the sense
of the Senate that the levels in this resolu-
tion assume that the President and other ap-
propriate officials in the executive branch of
the Government should, without delay, seek
to resume negotiations on developing an
agenda for a new round of multilateral trade
negotiations in the World Trade Organiza-
tion.
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GRASSLEY (AND GRAHAM)
AMENDMENT NO. 3034

(Ordered to lie on the table.)

Mr. GRASSLEY (for himself and Mr.
GRAHAM) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by them to the
concurrent resolution, S. Con. Res. 101,
supra; as follows:

At the end of title III, add the following:
SEC. = . SENSE OF THE SENATE REGARDING

LONG-TERM CARE TAX RELIEF.

(a) FINDINGS.—The Senate finds the fol-
lowing:

(1) In 2020, one of six Americans will be age
65 or older, for a total of 20,000,000 more sen-
ior citizens than there are now.

(2) By 2040, the number of Americans aged
85 and older, the group most likely to require
long-term care, will more than triple to over
12,000,000.

(3) The Nation’s current arrangements for
providing and paying for long-term care to
the Nation’s senior citizens are inadequate
in the face of the looming burdens that will
be placed upon such arrangements by the in-
evitable growth in the population of senior
citizens.

(4) Millions of older Americans who need
long-term care are able to maintain a degree
of independence and avoid institutionaliza-
tion by relying on family caregivers, typi-
cally wives and daughters, for assistance.
Caregivers often sacrifice their own wages,
benefits, or even jobs in order to provide care
to loved ones.

(5) Even modest financial assistance would
help offset long-term care costs and augment
access to additional long-term care services.

(6) If an older individual requires long-
term care in a nursing facility, the cost of
that care, an average of more than $46,000 a
year and rising, is out of the reach of most
households. Such expenses can wipe out a
lifetime of savings before a spouse, parent, or
grandparent becomes eligible for long-term
care assistance through medicaid.

(7) Stronger tax incentives for the pur-
chase of private long-term care insurance
coverage, coupled with strong consumer pro-
tection standards, would help individuals
and families protect themselves against the
financial risk of long-term care and give con-
sumers much better long-term care choices.

(b) SENSE OF THE SENATE.—It is the sense
of the Senate that the levels in this resolu-
tion assume that Congress should enact Fed-
eral tax relief for those with current long-
term care needs and for those seeking to pro-
tect themselves with comprehensive private
long-term care insurance coverage, includ-
ing—

(1) a $3,000 long-term care Federal income
tax credit for individuals with current long-
term care needs or for their caregivers; and

(2) the allowance of full Federal income
tax deductibility for long-term care insur-
ance premiums and the allowance of long-
term care coverage under employee benefits
‘‘cafeteria plans” and flexible spending ar-
rangements in order to encourage the pur-
chase of private long-term care insurance
issued under strong consumer protection
standards.

GRASSLEY (AND OTHERS)
AMENDMENT NO. 3035

(Ordered to lie on the table.)

Mr. GRASSLEY ((for himself, Ms.
LANDRIEU, Mr. DEWINE, and Mr.
ROCKFELLER) submitted an amendment
intended to be proposed by them to the
concurrent resolution, S. Con. Res. 101,
supra; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:
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. SENSE OF THE SENATE REGARDING AC-
COUNTABILITY WITHIN OUR NA-
TION’S CHILD WELFARE SYSTEM.

(a) FINDINGS.—The Senate makes the fol-
lowing findings:

(1) According to the Department of Health
and Human Services, more than 547,000 chil-
dren currently reside in foster care, up from
270,000 in 1985.

(2) Approximately 20,000 adolescents leave
the Nation’s foster care system each year be-
cause they are no longer eligible to receive
assistance as a ward of the State and are ex-
pected to support themselves.

(3) According to the Department of Health
and Human Services, there were 117,000 chil-
dren waiting for adoption as of March 31,
1999.

(4) Of those waiting children, the median
time each child had been in continuous fos-
ter care was 38 months.

(5) Of those waiting children, the median
age at time of the child’s removal from home
was 3.2 years and the median age of those
children on March 31, 1999, was 7.7 years.
Based upon those statistics, the median child
waited 4.5 years for permanency.

(6) According to the House Ways and
Means Committee Green Book for 1998, the
incidence of all children in the United States
who are in foster care has increased from 3.9
per 1,000 in 1962 to an estimated 6.9 per 1,000
in 1996.

(7) According to the Department of Health
and Human Services, the Federal Govern-
ment will make $4,400,000,000 in foster care
payments in fiscal year 2000 to cover the
Federal share of providing for children in
foster care. Conservatively estimated, the
State share of providing foster care services
for fiscal year 2000 will cost over
$8,800,000,000. In fiscal year 1990, the Federal
Government share equaled only $1,500,000,000.

(8) In addition to financial savings to the
United States Treasury and State treasuries,
finding permanent and loving homes for chil-
dren and youth contributes to the emotional,
mental, and physical well-being of the child
and therefore benefits the child, the family,
and society.

(9) The Adoption and Safe Families Act of
1997 establishes that safety, permanency, and
well-being are paramount when planning for
children in foster care.

(10) Under the Adoption and Safe Families
Act of 1997, States are required to make rea-
sonable efforts to locate permanent families
for all children, including older children and
teens, for whom reunification with their bio-
logical families is not in the best interests of
the children.

(b) SENSE OF THE SENATE.—It is the sense
of the Senate that the functional totals un-
derlying this resolution on the budget as-
sume that—

(1) the Senate should reaffirm its commit-
ment, as stated in the Adoption and Safe
Families Act of 1997, to improving outcomes
and seeking permanency for our Nation’s
most vulnerable children and youth;

(2) the Senate, when considering legisla-
tion impacting the child welfare system,
should maintain vigilance in seeking ac-
countability measures that benefit children
and youth in foster care; and

(3) the Secretary of Health and Human
Services should use all the resources at the
Secretary’s disposal to ensure the shortest
possible stay in foster care for each child.

SEC.

BOXER (AND OTHERS)
AMENDMENT NO. 3036

(Ordered to lie on the table.)

Mrs. BOXER (for herself, Mr. SCHU-
MER, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. LAUTENBERG,
and Mr. TORRICELLI) submitted an
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amendment intended to be proposed by
them to the concurrent resolution, S.
Con. Res. 101, supra; as follows:

At the end of title III, insert the following:

SEC. . SENSE OF THE SENATE REGARDING
PREFERENCE IN FIREARMS PRO-
CUREMENT.

(a) FINDINGS.—The Senate finds that—

(1) On March 17, 2000, Smith & Wesson en-
tered into an agreement with the Adminis-
tration in which the company consented to
make changes in the way it manufactures
and distributes firearms.

(2) Among other things, Smith & Wesson
agreed to—

(A) provide child safety devices with all
handguns immediately and to have internal
locks on all handguns within 2 years;

(B) design all handguns with a second, hid-
den serial number;

(C) subject handguns to a safety perform-
ance test;

(D) do business only with those dealers
who engage in responsible and safe sales and
distribution practices, including—

(i) refusing to participate in a gun show
unless that gun show conducts criminal
background checks on all gun sales;

(ii) refusing to traffic in semiautomatic as-
sault weapons and high-capacity ammuni-
tion clips; and

(iii) requiring individuals who purchase
firearms to take a certified firearms safety
course or pass a safety exam;

(E) stop doing business with dealers and
distributors who sell a disproportionate
number of guns that are used in crimes; and

(F) devote 2 percent of its revenues to the
development of ‘“‘smart’” guns and to incor-
porate that technology on all new models
within 3 years.

(3) These steps represent a set of reason-
able, commonsense measures to keep guns
out of the hands of criminals and children,
and are important steps to help close the
loopholes in and enhance enforcement of ex-
isting federal law.

(b) SENSE OF THE SENATE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—It is the sense of the Sen-
ate that the levels in this resolution assume
that law enforcement agencies that purchase
firearms give preference to those firearm
manufacturers that agree to—

(A) manufacture handguns that meet ap-
propriate safety design standards;

(B) sell only to authorized dealers and dis-
tributors who engage in responsible and safe
sales and distribution practices;

(C) not market guns in any way that is in-
tended to appeal to juveniles or criminals;
and

(D) terminate or suspend sales to author-
ized dealers and distributors who have a dis-
proportionate number of guns used in crimes
traced to them within 3 years of sale.

(2) EXCEPTIONS.—It is the sense of the Sen-
ate that the levels in this resolution assume
that preference in the purchase of firearms
by law enforcement agencies will not be
given if—

(A) a preference would in any way jeop-
ardize the safety of law enforcement officers;

(B) a preference would in any way hinder
law enforcement operations; or

(C) firearms necessary for law enforcement
operations are not obtainable from preferred
manufacturers.

REED (AND OTHERS) AMENDMENT
NO. 3037

(Ordered to lie on the table.)

Mr. REED (for himself, Mr. BINGA-
MAN, Mr. JEFFORDS, Mr. LAUTENBERG,
Mr. DURBIN, Mr. L. CHAFFEE, Mr.
WYDEN, Mr. WELLSTONE, Mr. HARKIN,
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Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. GRAHAM, and Mr.
DopD) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by them to the
concurrent resolution, S. Con. Res. 101,
supra; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . REGULATION OF TOBACCO PRODUCTS.

(a) FINDINGS.—The Senate makes the fol-
lowing findings:

(1) Cigarette smoking and tobacco use is
the single most preventable cause of death
and disability in the United States.

(2) Cigarette smoking and tobacco use
cause approximately 400,000 deaths each year
in the United States.

(3) Health care costs associated with treat-
ing tobacco-related diseases are
$80,000,000,000 per year, and almost half of
such costs are paid for by taxpayer-financed
government health care programs.

(4) In spite of the well established dangers
of cigarette smoking and tobacco use, there
is no Federal agency that has authority to
regulate the manufacture, sale, distribution,
and use of tobacco products.

(5) Major tobacco companies spend over
$5,600,000,000 each year ($15,000,000 each day)
to promote the use of tobacco products.

(6) Ninety percent of adult smokers first
started smoking before the age of 18.

(7) Each day 3,000 children become regular
smokers and %5 of such children will die of
diseases associated with the use of tobacco
products.

(8) The Food and Drug Administration reg-
ulates the manufacture, sale, distribution,
and use of nicotine-containing products used
as substitutes for cigarette smoking and to-
bacco use and should be granted the author-
ity to regulate tobacco products.

(9) Congress should restrict youth access to
tobacco products and ensure that tobacco
products meet minimum safety standards.

(b) SENSE OF THE SENATE.—It is the sense
of the Senate that the budgetary levels in
this resolution assume that—

(1) the Food and Drug Administration is
the most qualified Federal agency to regu-
late tobacco products; and

(2) Congress should enact legislation in the
year 2000 that grants the Food and Drug Ad-
ministration the authority to regulate to-
bacco products.

BUNNING (AND McCONNELL)
AMENDMNT NO. 3038

(Ordered to lie on the table.)

Mr. BUNNING (for himself and Mr.
MCCONNELL) submitted an amendment
intended to be proposed by them to the
concurrent resolution, S. Con. Res. 101,
supra; as follows:

At the end of title III, add the following:
SEC. 3 . SENSE OF THE SENATE CONCERNING

USE OF THE ABANDONED MINE REC-
LAMATION FUND.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds that—

(1) in 1977, Congress passed the Surface
Mine and Reclamation Act of 1977 (30 U.S.C.
1201 et seq.), and set Federal standards for
environmental protection at surface coal
mining operations, while establishing an
Abandoned Mine Reclamation Fund to pay
for reclamation of abandoned coal mines;

(2) the Abandoned Mine Reclamation Fund
is funded by levies on coal production and
currently has an unappropriated balance of
approximately $1,200,000,000;

(3) spending from the Abandoned Mine Rec-
lamation Fund is limited by the curbs on an-
nual discretionary funding;

(4) the Environmental Protection Agency
has stated that the most pressing environ-
mental problem in Appalachia is the acid
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drainage in water runoff caused by aban-
doned and unreclaimed mine sites;

(5) abandoned mines constitute an environ-
mental and safety hazard for residents of Ap-
palachia and other mining areas;

(6) Congress has estimated the cost of
abandoned mine reclamation to be as high as
$33,000,000,000;

(7) Congress has also seen fit to dedicate
interest from money invested in the Aban-
doned Mine Reclamation Fund to help ensure
the availability of health care benefits to re-
tired miners and their families; and

(8) because of upheaval and difficulties in
the coal mining industry, many retired min-
ers and their families would not, without the
Abandoned Mine Reclamation Fund, receive
the benefits that the miners have been con-
tractually promised from their employers.

(b) SENSE OF THE SENATE.—It is the sense
of the Senate that the budget levels in this
resolution assume that Congress will enact
legislation to spend the money in the Aban-
doned Mine Reclamation Fund to—

(1) reclaim abandoned coal mine sites as
soon as possible; and

(2) take whatever steps are necessary to
ensure that the health care needs of retired
coal miners and their families are met.

SMITH (AND OTHERS)
AMENDMENT NO. 3039

(Ordered to lie on the table.)

Mr. SMITH of New Hampshire (for
himself, Mr. MACK, and Mr. GRAHAM)
submitted an amendment intended to
be proposed by them to the concurrent
resolution, S. Con. Res. 101, supra; as
follows:

At the appropriate place,
lowing:

“It is the sense of the Senate that the lev-
els in this budget resolution assume that
Congress should pass a bill granting perma-
nent resident alien status to Elian Gonzalez,
Juan Miguel Gonzalez, Nelsy Carmenate,
Jianny Gonzalez, Mariela Gonzalez, Raquel
Rodriguez, and Juan Gonzalez.”.

add the fol-

HUTCHISON (AND OTHERS)
AMENDMENT NO. 3040

(Ordered to lie on the table.)

Mrs. HUTCHISON (for herself, Mr.
ABRAHAM, Mr. TORRICELLI, Mr. LUGAR,
and Mr. HELMS) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by them
to the concurrent resolution, S. Con.
Res. 101, supra; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . SENSE OF THE SENATE REGARDING
THE REVISION OF THE PAYMENT UP-
DATE FOR PPS HOSPITALS UNDER
THE MEDICARE PROGRAM.

(a) FINDINGS.—The Senate makes the fol-
lowing findings:

(1) According to the Medicare Payment Ad-
visory Commission (MedPAC), the overall fi-
nancial performance of hospitals has dropped
to the lowest point in decades.

(2) Total hospital margins, a measure of fi-
nancial strength, dropped from 6.3 percent in
1997, to 4.3 percent in 1998, to 2.7 percent in
1999.

(3) Confidence by lenders regarding the fi-
nancial strength of hospitals is on the de-
cline, which not only inhibits hospitals from
keeping pace with improvements in health
care delivery and technology, but forces
many institutions to reduce important serv-
ices to the community.

(4) Downgrades in bond ratings for hos-
pitals were the most ever in 1999, outpacing
upgrades by 5 to 1.
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(5) The costs of providing services to medi-
care beneficiaries by hospitals rose by a
total of more than 8 percent during fiscal
years 1998 through 2000, while inflation pay-
ment updates under the medicare program
totaled only 1.6 percent during such years.

(6) The rise in costs of providing services to
medicare beneficiaries by hospitals is due
primarily to labor shortages, technology im-
provements, and pharmaceutical improve-
ments, as well as burdensome and excessive
regulatory mandates imposed by the Health
Care Financing Administration.

(7) According to the Congressional Budget
Office, the provisions of the Balanced Budget
Act of 1997 will result in savings of
$227,000,000,000 to the medicare program,
which exceeds by more than $100,000,000,000
the amount of savings to such program by
reason of such provisions that was estimated
at the time of the enactment of such Act .

(b) SENSE OF THE SENATE.—It is the sense
of the Senate that the assumptions under-
lying the functional totals in this concurrent
resolution on the budget assume that Con-
gress and the President should enact legisla-
tion that eliminates the scheduled reduc-
tions in the update factor under section
1886(b)(3)(B)(i) of the Social Security Act (42
U.S.C. 139%ww(b)(3)(B)(i)) that is used in
making payments to prospective payment
system hospitals under part A of the medi-
care program.

LIEBERMAN (AND OTHERS)
AMENDMENT NO. 3041

(Ordered to lie on the table.)

Mr. LIEBERMAN (for himself, Mr.
ABRAHAM, Mr. SANTORUM, Mr. BAYH,
Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. JOHNSON, Ms. LAN-
DRIEU, Mr. KERREY, and Mr. ROBB) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be
proposed by them to the concurrent
resolution, S. Con. Res. 101, supra; as
follows:

At the end of title III, insert the following:
SEC. . SENSE OF THE SENATE REGARDING

ASSET-BUILDING FOR THE WORKING
POOR.

(a) FINDINGS.—The Senate finds that—

(1) 33 percent of all American households
and 60 percent of African American house-
holds have either no financial assets or nega-
tive financial assets;

(2) 46.9 percent of children in America live
in households with no financial assets, in-
cluding 40 percent of Caucasian children and
75 percent of African American children;

(3) in order to provide low-income families
with more tools for empowerment, incen-
tives, including individual development ac-
counts, are demonstrating success at empow-
ering low-income workers;

(5) middle and upper income Americans
currently benefit from tax incentives for
building assets; and

(6) the Federal Government should utilize
the Federal tax code to provide low-income
Americans with incentives to work and build
assets in order to escape poverty perma-
nently.

(b) SENSE OF THE SENATE.—It is the sense
of the Senate that the levels in this resolu-
tion and legislation enacted pursuant to this
resolution assume that Congress should mod-
ify the Federal tax law to include individual
development account provisions in order to
encourage low-income workers and their
families to save for buying a first home,
starting a business, obtaining an education,
or taking other measures to prepare for the
future.

KOHL (AND OTHERS) AMENDMENT
NO. 3042

(Ordered to lie on the table.)
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Mr. KOHL (for himself, Mr. DORGAN,
Mr. BINGAMAN, Mr. FEINGOLD, Mr.
GRASSLEY, Mr. JOHNSON, Mr. KERRY,
Mr. SMITH of Oregon, Mr. HARKIN, Mr.
CONRAD, Mrs. LINCOLN, Mr. WELLSTONE,
and Mr. ROCKEFELLER) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
them to the concurrent resolution, S.
Con. Res. 101, supra; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. = . SENSE OF THE SENATE REGARDING
MEDICARE EQUITY.

(a) FINDINGS.—The Senate makes the fol-
lowing findings:

(1) All medicare beneficiaries deserve ac-
cess to high quality health care, regardless
of where they live.

(2) The promise of the Medicare+Choice
program, including options for benefits such
as prescription drugs, eyeglasses, and hear-
ing aids, should be available and affordable
for all medicare beneficiaries, including
beneficiaries living in rural areas.

(3) Current reimbursement policy for the
traditional medicare fee-for-service program
results in different medicare payments de-
pending upon where beneficiaries live, par-
ticularly affecting beneficiaries and health
care providers in rural areas.

(4) The Balanced Budget Act of 1997 in-
cluded provisions to expand choices for medi-
care beneficiaries through the
Medicare+Choice program, but lack of fund-
ing has prevented the full implementation of
the improvement to payment rates.

(5) Congress took a step forward in con-
fronting and addressing the funding crisis for
medicare beneficiaries needing hospital care,
home health care, skilled nursing care, and
other basic care in rural communities
through the Medicare, Medicaid, and SCHIP
Balanced Budget Refinement Act of 1999.

(b) SENSE OF THE SENATE.—It is the sense
of the Senate that the assumptions under-
lying the functional totals in this concurrent
resolution on the budget assume that—

(1) Congress should ensure the viability of
health care services to all medicare bene-
ficiaries, regardless of where they live; and

(2) the President and Congress should ad-
dress regional and rural inequities in medi-
care payments to providers of services for
medicare beneficiaries.

GRAMS (AND SANTORUM)
AMENDMENTS NOS. 3043-3044

(Ordered to lie on the table.)

Mr. GRAMS (for himself and Mr.
SANTORUM) submitted two amendments
intended to be proposed by them to the
concurrent resolution, S. Con. Res. 101,
supra; as follows:

AMENDMENT NoO. 3043

At the appropriate place in the resolution,
insert the following new section:

SECTION. . SENSE OF THE SENATE TO GUAR-
ANTEE AMERICANS FULL SOCIAL SE-
CURITY BENEFITS.

SENSE OF THE SENATE.—It is the sense of
the Senate that the federal government
should guarantee a legal right of all eligible
Americans to receive Social Security bene-
fits under title II of the Social Security Act
in full with an accurate annual cost-of-living
adjustment.

AMENDMENT No. 3044
At the appropriate place in the resolution,

insert the following new section:
SECTION. . SENSE OF THE SENATE TO GUAR-
ANTEE AMERICANS FULL SOCIAL SE-

CURITY BENEFITS.

SENSE OF THE SENATE.—It is the sense of
the Senate that the levels in this budget res-
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olution assume that the federal government
should guarantee a legal right of all eligible
Americans who are entitled to receive Social
Security benefits under title II of the Social
Security Act to receive those benefits in full
with an accurate annual cost-of-living ad-
justment.

MURRAY AMENDMENT NO. 3045

(Ordered to lie on the table.)

Mrs. MURRAY submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by her to
the concurrent resolution, S. Con. Res.
101, supra; as follows:

On page 34, line 21, after ‘‘specialty crops’’,
insert the following: ¢, which may include
modifications to market development and
access programs’’.

BINGAMAN AMENDMENT NO. 3046

(Ordered to lie on the table.)

Mr. BINGAMAN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the concurrent resolution, S.
Con. Res. 101, supra; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:
SEC. . SENSE OF SENATE REGARDING EN-

HANCEMENT OF CAPACITY OF VET-

ERANS BENEFITS ADMINISTRATION

TO PROCESS BENEFITS CLAIMS.

(a) FINDINGS.—The Senate makes the fol-
lowing findings:

(1) Veterans benefits serve to recognize
service to the Nation, and also serve to miti-
gate economic disadvantages imposed by
sacrifices made while serving.

(2) The Nation has 3,300,000 veterans or
families that share approximately
$18,500,000,000 in veterans pension and dis-
ability benefits annually through the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs.

(3) Benefits have been promised to the Na-
tion’s veterans, and those promises must be
honored.

(4) To remain effective, veterans benefits
programs must be updated to reflect changes
in hardships encountered during military
service as well as changes in the economic
and social circumstances of the Nation.

(6) The accurate and reliable assessment of
service-connected disabilities has become an
increasingly complex process, particularly
with regard to evaluating the incidence and
effects of Agent Orange, Persian Gulf Syn-
drome, and Post Traumatic Stress Disorders.

(6) The veterans benefits appeal process
often involves repeated remands requiring
additional processing that can occur over an
extended length of time.

(7) Veterans benefits claims processing is
undergoing a major technological transition
from manual to electronic data filing and
processing.

(8) The number of full-time equivalent
(FTE) employees assigned to process vet-
erans benefits claims has decreased signifi-
cantly from 13,249 in 1995 to 11,254 in 1998.

(9) The pending workload for veterans ben-
efits claims has increased dramatically dur-
ing the same period from 378,366 cases in 1995
to 445,012 cases in 1998.

(10) Nationwide, veterans must wait an av-
erage of 159 days for their benefits claims to
be resolved, and the National Performance
Review has a goal of handling such claims in
an average of 92 days.

(b) SENSE OF THE SENATE.—It is the sense
of the Senate that, in order to ensure the ef-
ficient and timely processing of claims for
veterans benefits by the Veterans Benefits
Administration, the amounts made available
to the Department of Veterans Affairs for
fiscal year 2001 should be increased over
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amounts made available to the Department
for fiscal year 2000—

(1) by $139,000,000, in order to permit the
hiring by the Veterans Benefits Administra-
tion of an additional full-time equivalent
employees to perform duties relating to
claims processing.

MURKOWSKI AMENDMENT NO. 3047

(Ordered to lie on the table.)

Mr. MURKOWSKI submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the concurrent resolution, S.
Con. Res. 101, supra; as follows:

At the appropriate place insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. .SENSE OF SENATE ON REDUCING AMER-
ICAN DEPENDENCE ON IMPORTED
OIL.

(a) FINDINGS.—The Senate finds that:

(1) The United States’ imports of crude oil
have risen from 43 percent of domestic con-
sumption in 1992 to 56 percent in 2000.

(2) Since 1992, United States crude oil pro-
duction has declined by 17 percent, while
U.S. crude oil consumption has increased 14
percent.

(3) The President has determined, pursuant
to Section 232 of the Trade Expansion Act,
that reliance on imports of crude oil threat-
en to impair the national security;

(4) The Department of Energy predicts that
U.S. dependence on foreign sources of oil will
rise to 65 percent of domestic consumption
by 2015;

(5) The United Nations maintains extensive
economic sanctions on Iraq for that nation’s
refusal to comply with inspection programs
to ensure that Iraq is not producing weapons
of mass destruction;

(6) The United States has spent more than
$10 billion since the end of the Gulf War to
ensure that the government of Iraq does not
engage in aggregate actions within and out-
side of its borders;

(7) The United States currently has 8,500
sailors, 5,700 airmen and 2,300 soldiers in the
Middle East with the sole purpose of pre-
venting aggressive actions by the govern-
ment of Iraq;

(8) The fastest growing single source of
crude oil imports into the United States is
Irag—imports having risen from 300,000 bar-
rels a day in 1998 to 700,000 barrels a day
today;

(9) Continued reliance on Iraq for imported
crude oil is in direct conflict with the na-
tional interests of the United States and
poses a threat to the national security;

(10) Continued reliance on Iraq for im-
ported crude oil has undermined U.S. foreign
policy objectives and forced the United
States to sponsor a resolution in the United
Nations allowing Iraq to purchase equipment
and spare parts for its oil industry.

(11) The only sure means to reduce such
threats to national security is to limit the
dependence of the United States on foreign
sources of crude oil.

It is the Sense of the Senate that the level
in this budget resolution assumes that:

(1) The United States should develop a na-
tional energy strategy whose primary goal is
to reduce the dependence of the United
States on imports of crude oil, especially
crude oil imported from Iraq;

(2) To reduce dependence on imports of
crude oil, the United States government
should:

(A) encourage exploration and develop-
ment of all domestic sources of energy;

(B) encourage the development of alter-
native energy technologies;

(C) encourage energy conservation meas-
ures.
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DEWINE (AND OTHERS)
AMENDMENT NO. 3048

(Ordered to lie on the table.)

Mr. DEWINE (for himself, Mr.
ASHCROFT, Mr. ABRAHAM, Mr.
SANTORUM, Mr. GRAMS, Mr. COVERDELL,
Mr. GRASSLEY, and Mr. HATCH) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be
proposed by them to the concurrent
resolution, S. Con. Res. 101, supra; as
follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC.  .SENSE OF THE SENATE REGARDING RE-
SOURCES TO REDUCE YOUTH DRUG
USE.

(a) FINDINGS.—The Senate finds that—

(1) from 1985 to 1992, the Federal Govern-
ment’s drug control budget was balanced
among education, treatment, law enforce-
ment, and international supply reduction ac-
tivities and this resulted in a 13 percent re-
duction in overall drug use from 1988 to 1991;

(2) between 1993 and 1998, the Federal in-
vestment in reducing the flow of drugs out-
side the borders of the United States de-
clined both in real dollars and as a propor-
tion of the Federal drug control budget, even
though the Federal Government is the only
United States entity that can seize and de-
stroy drugs outside the borders of the United
States;

(3) since 1992, overall drug use among teens
aged 12 to 17 rose by 70 percent;

(4) cocaine production from Colombia rose
from 230 metric tons in 1995 to 520 metric
tons in 1999;

(5) cocaine use among 10th graders in-
creased 133 percent from 1992 to 1999;

(6) crack use among 10th graders increased
167 percent from 1992 to 1999;

(7) heroin use among 12th graders increased
67 percent from 1992 to 1999;

(8) despite the increase in youth drug use,
the Department of Education cut more than
$5,700,000 of the Federal investment in
school-based antidrug prevention and edu-
cation programs, placing our investment in
these programs in fiscal year 2000 below the
amounts provided for fiscal year 1999; and

(9) effectively reducing youth drug use re-
quires a balanced and comprehensive Federal
investment in eradication, interdiction, edu-
cation, treatment, and law enforcement pro-
grams.

(b) SENSE OF THE SENATE.—It is the sense
of the Senate that the assumptions under-
lying the functional totals in this concurrent
resolution on the budget assume that—

(1) funding for Federal drug control activi-
ties should be at a higher priority than that
proposed in the President’s budget request
for fiscal year 2001; and

(2) investments in Federal drug control ac-
tivities should include—

(A) the programs and activities authorized
in the Western Hemisphere Drug Elimination
Act;

(B) programs and activities to secure the
United States borders from illegal drug
smuggling;

(C) the programs and activities authorized
in the proposed Drug-Free Century Act (S. 5
as introduced in the Senate on January 19,
1999);

(D) programs and activities to eliminate
methamphetamine laboratories in the
United States;

(E) the programs and activities authorized
in the proposed reauthorization of the Safe
and Drug-Free Schools and Communities
Program; and

(F) the programs and activities authorized
in the proposed Youth Drug and Mental
Health Services Act (S. 976 as passed in the
Senate on November 4, 1999).
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DEWINE (AND OTHERS)
AMENDMENT NO. 3049

(Ordered to lie on the table.)

Mr. DEWINE (for himself, Mr. ABRA-
HAM, Mr. BREAUX, Mr. COVERDELL, Mr.
FEINGOLD, Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr. GRAHAM,
Mr. KOHL, Ms. LANDRIEU, and Mr. MUR-
KOWSKI) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by them to the
concurrent resolution, S. Con. Res. 101,
supra; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . FISCAL YEAR 2001 FUNDING FOR THE
UNITED STATES COAST GUARD.

(a) FINDINGS.—The Senate makes the fol-
lowing findings:

(1) The United States Coast Guard in 1999
saved approximately 3,800 lives in providing
the essential service of maritime safety.

(2) The United States Coast Guard in 1999
prevented 111,689 pounds of cocaine and 28,872
pounds of marijuana from entering the
United States in providing the essential
service of maritime security.

(3) The United States Coast Guard in 1999
boarded more than 14,000 fishing vessels to
check for compliance with safety and envi-
ronmental laws in providing the essential
service of the protection of natural re-
sources.

(4) The United States Coast Guard in 1999
ensured the safe passage of nearly 1,000,000
commercial vessel transits through con-
gested harbors with vessel traffic services in
providing the essential service of maritime
mobility.

(5) The United States Coast Guard in 1999
sent international training teams to help
more than 50 countries develop their mari-
time services in providing the essential serv-
ice national defense.

(6) Each year, the United States Coast
Guard ensures the safe passage of more than
200,000,000 tons of cargo cross the Great
Lakes including iron ore, coal, and lime-
stone. Shipping on the Great Lakes faces a
unique challenge because the shipping sea-
son begins and ends in ice anywhere from 3
to 15 feet thick. The ice-breaking vessel
MACKINAW has allowed commerce to con-
tinue under these conditions. However, the
productive life of the MACKINAW is nearing
an end. The Coast Guard has committed to
keeping the vessel in service until 2006 when
a replacement vessel is projected to be in
service, but to meet that deadline, funds
must be provided for the Coast Guard in fis-
cal year 2001 to provide for the procurement
of a multipurpose-design heavy icebreaker.

(7) Without adequate funding, the United
States Coast Guard would have to radically
reduce the level of service it provides to the
American public.

(b) ADJUSTMENT IN BUDGET LEVELS.—

(1) INCREASE IN FUNDING FOR TRANSPOR-
TATION.—Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of this resolution, the amounts specified
in section 103(8) of this resolution for budget
authority and outlays for Transportation
(budget function 400) for fiscal year 2001 shall
be increased as follows:

(A) The amount of budget authority for
that fiscal year, by $700,000,000.

(B) The amount of outlays for that fiscal
year, by $700,000,000.

(2) OFFSETTING DECREASE IN FUNDING FOR
GENERAL GOVERNMENT.—Notwithstanding
any other provision of this resolution, the
amounts specified in section 103(17) of this
resolution for budget authority and outlays
for Allowances (budget function 920) for fis-
cal year 2001 shall be decreased as follows:

(A) The amount of budget authority for
that fiscal year, by $700,000,000.
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(B) The amount of outlays for that fiscal
year, by $700,000,000.

(c) SENSE OF THE SENATE.—It is the sense
of the Senate that—

(1) the provisions of this resolution, as
modified by subsection (b), should provide
additional budget authority and outlay au-
thority for the United States Coast Guard
for fiscal year 2001 such that the amount of
such authority in fiscal year 2001 exceeds the
amount of such authority for fiscal year 2000
by $700,000,000; and

(2) any level of such authority in fiscal
year 2001 below the level described in para-
graph (1) would require the Coast Guard to—

(A) close numerous stations and utilize re-
maining assets only for emergency situa-
tions;

(B) reduce the number of personnel of an
already streamlined workforce;

(C) curtail its capacity to carry out emer-
gency search and rescue; and

(D) reduce operations in a manner that
would have a detrimental impact on the sus-
tainability of wvaluable fish stocks in the
North Atlantic and Pacific Northwest and its
capacity to stem the flow of illicit drugs and
illegal immigration into the United States.

DEWINE (AND OTHERS)
AMENDMENT NO. 3050

(Ordered to lie on the table.)

Mr. DEWINE (for himself, Mr.
McCAIN, Mr. ALLARD, Mr. CLELAND,
Mrs. HUTCHISON, and Mr. KENNEDY) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be
proposed by them to the concurrent
resolution, S. Con. Res. 101, supra; as
follows:

SEC. . TROOPS TO TEACHERS PROGRAM.

(a) FINDINGS.—The Senate finds that—

(1) the Troops-to-Teachers program was
created in 1994 to assist former military per-
sonnel who served in programs that were
being downsized, to enable the personnel to
enter public education as teachers;

(2) since 1994, 3,670 service members have
made the transition from the military to
classrooms;

(3) the program has been successful in
bringing dedicated, mature, and experienced
individuals into the classroom;

(4) when school administrators were asked
to rate Troops-to-Teachers program partici-
pants who were teaching in their schools, the
administrators said that 26 percent were
among the best teachers in their schools, 28
percent were well above average, and 17 per-
cent were above average;

(5) a 1999 study, ‘‘Alternative Teacher Cer-
tification” by C. Emily Feistritzer reported
that—

(A) Troops-to-Teachers program partici-
pants have qualities needed in today’s teach-
ers; and

(B) for example—

(i) 30 percent of the participants are mi-
norities, compared to 10 percent of all teach-
ers;

(ii) 30 percent of the participants are
teaching mathematics, compared to 13 per-
cent of all teachers;

(iii) 25 percent of the participants teach in
urban schools; and

(iv) 90 percent of the participants are male,
compared to 26 percent of all teachers;

(6) the Troops-to-Teachers program is
clearly a teacher recruitment program that
should be funded through the Department of
Education but is most effectively adminis-
tered by the Department of Defense;

(7) title XVII of the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for fiscal year 2000 author-
izes appropriations for the Troops-to-Teach-
ers program only through September 30,2000,
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and transfers the Troops-to-Teachers pro-
gram to the Department of Education;

(8) without clear indication that the pro-
gram will be continued, Troops-to-Teachers
program employees may begin to pursue
other employment before the September 30,
2000 date and the loss of critical employees
could be detrimental to the program; and

(9) without authorization to continue fund-
ing beyond September 30, 2000, the Troops-to-
Teachers program will discontinue oper-
ations.

(b) SENSE OF THE SENATE.—It is the sense
of the Senate that the budgetary levels in
this resolution assume that—

(1) the Troops to Teachers program has
been highly successful in recruiting qualified
teachers for the Nation’s classrooms;

(2) before October 1, 2000 Congress will pass
legislation that—

(A) extends the authorization of appropria-
tions for the program;

(B) provides funding for the program
through the Department of Education; and

(C) notwithstanding the National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2000, pro-
vides for the administration of the program
by the Defense Activity for Non-Traditional
Education Support of the Department of De-
fense, through a transfer of funds to the De-
fense Activity; and

(3) Congress will authorize and appropriate
$30,000,000 for fiscal year 2001 to continue and
expand that successful program through the
Department of Education.

ENZI AMENDMENT NO. 30561

(Ordered to lie on the table.)

Mr. ENZI submitted an amendment
intended to be proposed by him to the
concurrent resolution, S. Con. Res. 101,
supra; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert:

SEC. SENSE OF THE SENATE REGARDING
FUNDING FOR THE OCCUPATIONAL
SAFETY AND HEALTH ADMINISTRA-
TION.

(a) FINDINGS.—The Senate finds that—

(1) The President has requested an increase
of $44.4 million for the budget of the Occupa-
tional Safety and Health Administration
(OSHA).

(2) This requested increase is over half the
amount of the increases received by OSHA
over the last four years combined.

(3) OSHA’s budget materials demonstrate
that OSHA intends to dedicate by far the
largest portion of its fiscal year 2001 budget
to enforcement activities. Statistics indicate
that there is no connection between these
enforcement activities and a decrease in
workplace injuries and illnesses.

(4) Helping employers comply with the Oc-
cupational Safety and Health Act by pro-
viding assistance to prevent accidents and
illnesses before they occur is more likely to
decrease injuries and illnesses than after-
the-fact punishment.

(b) SENSE OF THE SENATE.—It is the sense
of the Senate that the levels in this resolu-
tion assume that before any budget increase
for OSHA is granted, OSHA must dem-
onstrate how these increases will result in a
reduction in workplace injuries and illnesses
and why such a large portion of its budget
should be directed at enforcement activities
rather than compliance assistance.

EDWARDS AMENDMENT NO. 3052

(Ordered to lie on the table.)

Mr. EDWARDS submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him
to the concurrent resolution, S. Con.
Res. 101, supra; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:
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. SENSE OF THE SENATE ON MAKING

EDUCATION A NATIONAL PRIORITY.

(a) FINDINGS.—The Senate makes the fol-
lowing findings:

(1) Investment in education will establish
that the Congress is dedicated to preparing
our schools and our students for the 2lst
Century.

(2) Investment in education will be a sig-
nificant down payment on the future of our
children and the future of our Nation.

(3) The need for investment in education
has never been greater.

(4) Overcrowded and crumbling schools are
damaging students’ safety and ability to
learn. Student enrollment is higher than
ever and is expected to continue increasing.
Many students are crammed into buildings
and trailers with leaking roofs and crum-
bling walls.

() Nearly % of the Nation’s schools are
more than 30 years old and are ill-equipped
to handle modern enrollment and techno-
logical needs.

(6) School construction and modernization
are necessary to improve learning condi-
tions, end overcrowding, and make smaller
classes possible.

(7) The lack of qualified teachers limits
student achievement by bloating student/
teacher ratios and keeping students from re-
ceiving the closer attention that makes
learning more efficient and the classroom
more orderly.

(8) Rising costs of a college education are
prohibiting deserving students from seeking
degrees that will enable them to advance in
a rapidly changing world. These rising costs
impact not only the students, but the grow-
ing economy that requires well-educated and
well-trained individuals.

(9) The purchasing power of Federal Pell
Grants under subpart 1 of part A of title IV
of the Higher Education Act of 1965 is declin-
ing rapidly, further eroding the ability of
young adults to seek the education that will
benefit them, their families, and the Nation.

(10) Underfunding of Federal TRIO pro-
grams under chapter 1 of subpart 2 of part A
of title IV of the Higher Education Act of
1965 that provide outreach and support serv-
ices to high school, college, and university
students is causing a severe crisis in the
ability of these programs to meet the needs
of thousands of students.

(11) Dedicating 10 percent of the non-Social
Security budget surplus to investment in
education still leaves 90 percent of that sur-
plus for use to pay down the debt, shore up
the social security and medicare programs,
or pay for tax cuts.

(b) SENSE OF THE SENATE.—It is the sense
of the Senate that the levels in this concur-
rent resolution assume that Function 500
(education) spending shall, at a minimum, be
held constant for inflation, and that 10 per-
cent of any non-Social Security budget sur-
plus shall be dedicated to education initia-
tives and school construction in addition to
that spending level.

SEC.

ENZI (AND JEFFORDS)
AMENDMENT NO. 3053

(Ordered to lie on the table.)

Mr. ENZI (for himself and Mr. JEF-
FORDS) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by them to the
concurrent resolution, S. Con. Res., 101,
supra; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert:

SEC. 316 . SENSE OF THE SENATE ON FUNDING
EXISTING, EFFECTIVE PUBLIC
HEALTH PROGRAMS BEFORE CRE-
ATING NEW PROGRAMS.

(a) FINDINGS.—The Senate finds that—
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(1) The establishment of new categorical
funding programs has led to cuts in the Pre-
ventive Health and Health Services Block
Grant to states for broad, public health mis-
sions;

(2) Preventive Health and Health Services
Block Grant dollars fill gaps in the other-
wise-categorical funding states and localities
receive, funding such major public health
threats as cardiovascular disease, injuries,
emergency medical services and poor diet,
for which there is often no other source of
funding;

(3) In 1981, Congress consolidated a number
of programs; including certain public health
programs, into block grants for the purpose
of best advancing the health, economics and
well-being of communities across the coun-
try;

(4) The Preventive Health and Health Serv-
ices Block Grant can be used for programs
for screening, outreach, health education
and laboratory services;

(5) The Preventive Health and Health Serv-
ices Block Grant gives states the flexibility
to determine how funding available for this
purpose can best be used to meet each state’s
preventive health priorities;

(6) The establishment of new public health
programs that compete for funding with the
Preventive Health and Health Services Block
Grant could result in the elimination of ef-
fective, localized public health programs in
every state.

(b) SENSE OF THE SENATE.—It is the sense
of the Senate that the levels of this resolu-
tion and legislation enacted pursuant to this
resolution assume that there shall be fund-
ing at the fiscal year 1999 level or higher for
the Preventive Health and Health Services
Block Grant, prior to the funding of new
public health programs.

ENZI (AND BOND) AMENDMENT NO.
3054

(Ordered to lie on the table.)

Mr. ENZI (for himself and Mr. BOND)
submitted an amendment intended to
be proposed by them to the concurrent
resolution, S. Con. Res. 101, supra as
follows:

At the appropriate place, insert:

SEC. . SENSE OF THE SENATE ON PREVENTING
ENFORCEMENT OF THE OCCUPA-
TIONAL SAFETY AND HEALTH ACT IN
HOME OFFICES.

(a) FINDINGS.— The Senate finds that—

(1)Giving employees the ability to work
from home offices and telecommute helps
employees balance the many demands of
work and family, helps employers use an im-
portant tool to recruit and retain valuable
employees and helps society by reducing
highway congestion, pollution and accidents;

(2) The Occupational Safety and Health
Administration (OSHA) earlier this year
jeopardized telecommuting by indicating
that it would extend its jurisdiction into
home offices;

(3) OSHA has since stated in a compliance
directive that it will not inspect home of-
fices and will not issue fines or penalties
based on telecommuting;

(4) In order to encourage telecommuting,
OSHA should not be permitted to interfere
with telecommuting arrangements between
employers and employees.

(b) SENSE OF THE SENATE.—It is the sense
of the Senate that the levels in this resolu-
tion assume that Congress should ensure
that OSHA does not inspect home offices or
issue fines or penalties related to telecom-
muting.

LAUTENBERG AMENDMENT NO.

3055

(Ordered to lie on the table.)
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Mr. LAUTENBERG submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the concurrent resolution, S.
Con. Res. 101, supra; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert:

(a) FINDINGS.—The Senate finds that—

(1) in P.L. 105-134 the Congress declared
that ‘“‘intercity rail passenger service is an
essential component of a national inter-
modal passenger transportation system’’;

(2) the Congress and the President, through
enactment of this legislation, have effec-
tively agreed that Congress will provide ade-
quate funding to permit Amtrak to achieve
the goal of operating self-sufficiency.

(3) Capital investment is critical to reduc-
ing operating costs and increasing the qual-
ity of Amtrak service;

(4) Investment in passenger rail creates
jobs directly in the construction, engineer-
ing, manufacturing, and service industries,
and indirectly in the local economies where
increased commerce takes place because of
the existence of improved transportation op-
tions;

(5) Underutilized rail infrastructure and
high tech advances in train equipment and
communications systems offer us the oppor-
tunity to vrevitalize our communities
through investment in passenger rail and its
resulting downtown redevelopment, job cre-
ation, mobility improvements, and air qual-
ity improvements.

(6) Existing rail corridors can provide the
critical transportation right-of-way through
clogged areas. In fact, investing in the capac-
ity of our rail system could free up our high-
ways and airports to better fulfill their po-
tential roles.

(7) As congestion increases and air quality
worsens, the quality of life in both urban and
suburban communities suffers. Rail provides
a solution for transporting people AND im-
proving air quality.

(b) SENSE OF THE SENATE.—It is the sense
of the Senate that the assumptions under-
lying the functional totals in this budget
resolution assume capital funding for the de-
velopment of high-speed rail corridors must
be funded either through the appropriations
process or through the leveraging of private
investment through tax incentives. As stated
by the DOT Inspector General, and unani-
mously by the Nation’s Governors, the devel-
opment of high-speed rail corridors is an es-
sential component of a balanced transpor-
tation system and an economically smart
and environmentally friendly way to help
ease the increasing levels of traffic conges-
tion on our roads and aviation delays at our
airports.

GREGG (AND OTHERS)
AMENDMENT NO. 3056

(Ordered to lie on the table.)

Mr. GREGG (for himself, Mr. VOINO-
VICH, and Mr. JEFFORDS) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
them to the concurrent resolution, S.
Con. Res. 101, supra; as follows:

In lieu of the matter to be proposed, insert
the following:

SEC. . SENSE OF THE SENATE CONCERNING
FUNDING FOR THE INDIVIDUALS
WITH DISABILITIES EDUCATION
ACT.

(a) FINDINGS.—The Senate makes the fol-
lowing findings:

(1) In 1975, the Federal Government made a
commitment in the Individuals with Disabil-
ities Education Act (20 U.S.C. 1411 et seq.)
(referred to in this resolution as the ‘“‘Act’)
to pay 40 percent of the programs described
in part B of such Act.

(2) The Act guarantees that all children
with disabilities receive a free and appro-
priate public education.
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(3) In 1997, 1998, and 1999, Congress in-
creased funding for such programs by 113 per-
cent, but was unable to affect such increases
without the help or support of the Adminis-
tration.

(4) Despite such increases in funding, Fed-
eral funding for such programs is still far
short of the nearly $15,000,000,000 required to
receive the originally promised funding.

(5) The Federal Government currently pays
only 12.6 percent of such funding for the pro-
grams, which represents a great disparity
from the 40 percent that was originally
promised under the Act.

(6) Honoring the obligation to fund such
programs at the originally promised level
will allow State and local governments,
some of which spend up to 19 percent of the
State or local budget on special education
costs, to have more flexibility to spend the
local resources to meet the unique edu-
cational needs of all students in the locality.

(b) SENSE OF THE SENATE.—It is the sense
of the Senate that the budgetary levels in
this resolution assume that Congress’ first
priority should be to fully fund the programs
described under part B of the Individuals
with Disabilities Education Act (20 U.S.C.
1411 et seq.) at the originally promised level
of 40% before Federal funds are appropriated
for new education programs.

SANTORUM AMENDMENTS NOS.

3057-3061
(Ordered to lie on the table.)
Mr. SANTORUM submitted five

amendments intended to be proposed
by him to the concurrent resolution, S.
Con. Res. 101, supra; as follows:

AMENDMENT No. 3057

At the end of title III, insert the following:

SEC. . SENSE OF THE SENATE ON DEBT RE-
DUCTION BY SENATE OFFICES.

It is the sense of the Senate that the levels
in this resolution assume that—

(1) any amount appropriated for Senators’
official personnel and office expenses for a
fiscal year shall only be available for that
fiscal year; and

(2) any amounts remaining after all pay-
ments are made for the expenses described in
paragraph (1) shall be deposited in the Treas-
ury to reduce the Federal debt held by the
public.

AMENDMENT NoO. 3058

On page 23, line 7, strike ¢47,568,000,000".
and insert ‘‘48,068,000,000°".

On page 23, line 8, strike ¢47,141,000,000".
and insert ‘‘47,641,000,000".

On page 27, line 7, strike ‘‘—59,931,000,000"".
and insert *‘—60,431,000,000".

On page 27, line 8, strike ‘‘—48,031,000,000".
and insert *‘—48,531,000,000".

At the appropriate place insert the fol-
lowing:

““(A) It is the sense of the Senate that the
provisions in this resolution assume that if
CBO determines there is an on-budget sur-
plus for FY 2001, $500 million of that surplus
will be restored to the programs cut in this
amendment.

“(B) It is the sense of the Senate that the
assumptions underlying this budget resolu-
tion assume that none of these offsets will
come from defense or veterans, and to the
extent possible should come from adminis-
trative functions.”

AMENDMENT NoO. 3059
At the end of title III, insert the following:
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SEC. . SENSE OF THE SENATE CONCERNING
FUNDING FOR THE INDIVIDUALS
WITH DISABILITIES EDUCATION
ACT.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress makes the fol-
lowing findings:

(1) All children deserve a quality edu-
cation, including children with disabilities.

(2) The Individuals with Disabilities Edu-
cation Act (20 U.S.C. 1400 et seq.) provides
that the Federal Government and State and
local governments are to share in the ex-
pense of educating children with disabilities
and commits the Federal Government to pro-
vide funds to assist with the excess expenses
of educating children with disabilities.

(3) While Congress committed to con-
tribute up to 40 percent of the average per
pupil expenditure of educating children with
disabilities, the Federal Government has
failed to meet this commitment to assist
States and localities.

(4) To date, the Federal Government has
never contributed more than 12.8 percent of
the national average per pupil expenditure to
assist with the excess expenses of educating
children with disabilities under the Individ-
uals with Disabilities Education Act.

(5) Failing to meet the Federal Govern-
ment’s commitment to assist with the excess
expense of educating a child with a disability
contradicts the goal of ensuring that chil-
dren with disabilities receive a quality edu-
cation.

(b) SENSE OF THE SENATE.—It is the sense
of the Senate that the budgetary levels in
this resolution assume that Congress should
more than double the funding provided for
programs under part B of the Individuals
with Disabilities Education Act (20 U.S.C.
1411 et seq.) to more closely fulfill the com-
mitment to provided 40 percent funding for
such programs under such Act.

AMENDMENT NoO. 3060

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . SENSE OF CONGRESS ON THE VALUE
OF CHARITABLE CHOICE AND SUP-
PORT FOR EXPANSION OF CHARI-
TABLE CHOICE TO OTHER FEDER-
ALLY FUNDED PROGRAMS.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds that—

(1) charitable choice encourages public of-
ficials to obtain services from nongovern-
mental community-based organizations, and
community-based solutions are critical to
successful efforts to fight poverty and de-
pendency;

(2) charitable choice protects the rights of
recipients to receive services without reli-
gious coercion by requiring that the recipi-
ents have the option to choose to receive the
services through an alternative provider,
rather than a religious provider;

(3) charitable choice prevents discrimina-
tion against religious providers by requiring
the government not to discriminate against
churches, synagogues, and other faith-based
nonprofit organizations when awarding con-
tracts or deciding which groups can accept
vouchers to provide services; and

(4) charitable choice provisions have em-
powered faith-based and other charitable or-
ganizations to compete for contracts or par-
ticipate in voucher programs on an equal
basis with other private providers whenever
a State uses nongovernmental providers, im-
proving the effectiveness of welfare-to-work
and other federally funded initiatives in
those States that have actively implemented
those provisions.

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress, that the budgetary levels in this
resolution assume that—

(1) the charitable choice provisions, such
as section 104 of the Personal Responsibility
and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act of
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1996 (42 U.S.C. 604a) and section 679 of the
Community Services Block Grant Act (42
U.S.C. 9920), which currently apply to certain
federally funded programs, should be ex-
panded to apply to other federally funded
programs;

(2) the expansion of those provisions will
encourage innovation and to enable the Na-
tion to profit more fully from the many ef-
fective faith-based programs that are trans-
forming lives and restoring neighborhoods
and communities around the Nation.

AMENDMENT No. 3061

At the end of title III, add the following:

SEC. . SENSE OF THE SENATE REGARDING IN-
CREASING ACCESS TO HEALTH IN-
SURANCE.

(a) FINDINGS.—The Senate finds that—

(1) 44,400,000 Americans are currently with-
out health insurance—an increase of more
than 5,000,000 since 1993—and this number is
expected to increase to nearly 60,000,000 peo-
ple in the next 10 years;

(2) the cost of health insurance continues
to rise, a key factor in the increasing num-
ber of uninsured;

(3) more than half of these uninsured
Americans are the working poor or near
poor;

(4) the uninsured are much more likely not
to receive needed medical care and much
more likely to mneed hospitalization for
avoidable conditions and to rely on emer-
gency room care, trends which significantly
contribute to the rising costs of uncompen-
sated care by health care providers and the
costs of health care delivery in general; and

(5) there is a consensus that working
Americans and their families will suffer from
reduced access to health insurance.

(b) SENSE OF THE SENATE.—It is the sense
of the Senate that the levels in this resolu-
tion assume that increasing access to afford-
able health care coverage for all Americans,
in a manner which maximizes individual
choice and control of health care dollars,
should be a legislative priority of Congress.

SANTORUM (AND OTHERS)
AMENDMENT NO. 3062

(Ordered to lie on the table.)

Mr. SANTORUM (for himself, Mr.
LEAHY, Mr. DEWINE) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
them to the concurrent resolution, S.
Con. Res. 101, supra; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing new section:

SEC. . SENSE OF THE SENATE THAT THE 106TH
CONGRESS, 2ND SESSION SHOULD
REAUTHORIZE FUNDS FOR THE
FARMLAND PROTECTION PROGRAM.

(a) FINDINGS.—The Senate makes the fol-
lowing findings—

(1) The Farmland Protection Program has
provided cost-sharing for nineteen states and
dozens of localities to protect over 127,000
acres on 460 farms since 1996;

(2) For every federal dollar that is used to
protect farmland, an additional three dollars
is leveraged by states, localities, and non-
governmental organizations;

(3) The Farmland Protection Program is a
completely voluntary program in which the
federal government does not acquire the land
or the easement;

(4) Funds from the original authorization
for the Farmland Protection Program were
expended at the end of Fiscal Year 1998, and
no funds were appropriated in Fiscal Year
1999 and Fiscal Year 2000;

(5) Demand for Farmland Protection Pro-
gram funding has outstripped available dol-
lars by 600%;

(6) Through the Farmland Protection Pro-
gram, new interest has been generated in
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communities across the country to help save
valuable farmland;

(7) In 1999 alone, the issue of how to protect
farmland was considered on twenty-five bal-
lot initiatives;

(8) The United States is losing 3.2 million
acres of our best farmland each year which is
double the rate of the previous five years;

(9) These lands produce three-quarters of
the fruits and vegetables, and over half of
the dairy in the United States;

(10) The President’s Budget for Fiscal Year
2001 includes $65 million to protect prime
farmland through the Farmland Protection
Program;

(b) SENSE OF THE SENATE.—It is the sense
of the Senate that the functional totals con-
tained in this resolution assume that the
Farmland Protection Program will be reau-
thorized in the 106th Congress, 2nd Session at
a level consistent with the President’s budg-
et request.

ABRAHAM (AND OTHERS)
AMENDMENT NO. 3063

(Ordered to lie on the table.)

Mr. ABRAHAM (for himself, Mr.
DOMENICI, Mr. ASHCROFT, Mr.
SANTORUM, Mr. GRAMS, Mr. CRAIG, Mr.
COVERDELL, and Mr. CRAPO) submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by them to the concurrent resolution,
S. Con. Res. 101, supra; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

“SEC. . PROTECTION OF THE SOCIAL SECURITY
SURPLUSES.

(a) The Senate finds that—

(1) Congress balanced the budget excluding
the surpluses generated by the Social Secu-
rity trust funds in 1999, and should do so in
2000 and every future fiscal year;

(2) reducing the federal debt held by the
public is a top national priority, strongly
supported on a bipartisan basis, as evidenced
by Federal Reserve Chairman Alan Green-
span’s comments that debt reduction ‘is a
very important element in sustaining eco-
nomic growth’’;

(3) according to even the most profligate
spending projection by the Congressional
Budget Office, balancing the budget exclud-
ing the surpluses generated by the Social Se-
curity trust funds will totally eliminate the
net debt held by the public by 2010;

(4) the Senate adopted a Sense of the Sen-
ate amendment to last year’s budget resolu-
tion by a vote of 99-0 that called for a legis-
lative mandate that the Social Security sur-
pluses only be used for the payment of Social
Security benefits, Social Security reform or
to reduce the federal debt held by the public,
and that a Senate super-majority Point of
Order lie against any bill, resolution, amend-
ment, motion or conference report that
would use Social Security surpluses on any-
thing other than the payment of Social Se-
curity benefits, Social Security reform or
the reduction of the federal debt held by the
public;

(5) the House adopted on a vote of 416-12,
H.R. 1259, a bill to provide a legislative lock-
box to protect the Social Security surpluses;

(6) the Senate has failed to hold a vote on
passage of any Social Security lock box leg-
islation having failed five times to overcome
filibusters against both Senate and the
House of Representatives’ legislative pro-
posals; and

(7) the Senate Committee on the Budget
unanimously adopted an amendment to this
Concurrent Resolution that provided a per-
manent Senate super-majority Point of
Order against any budget resolution that
would produce an on-budget deficit.
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(b) It is the Sense of the Senate that the
functional totals in this concurrent resolu-
tion on the budget assume that during this
session of Congress the Senate shall pass leg-
islation which—

(1) reaffirms the provisions of section 13301
of the Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of
1990 that provides that the receipts and dis-
bursements of the Social Security trust
funds shall not be counted for the purposes
of the budget submitted by the President,
the congressional budget, or the Balanced
Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act
of 1985, and provides for a Point of Order
within the Senate against any concurrent
resolution on the budget, an amendment
thereto, or a conference report thereon that
violates that section;

(2) mandates that the Social Security sur-
pluses are used only for the payment of So-
cial Security benefits, Social Security re-
form or to reduce the federal debt held by
the public, and not spent on non-social secu-
rity programs or used to offset tax cuts;

(3) provides for a Senate super-majority
Point of Order against any bill, resolution,
amendment, motion or conference report
that would use Social Security surpluses on
anything other than the payment of Social
Security benefits, Social Security reform or
the reduction of the federal debt held by the
public;

(5) Ensures that all Social Security bene-
fits are paid on time; and

(6) Accommodates Social Security reform
legislation.

ABRAHAM (AND CRAPO)
AMENDMENT NO. 3064

(Ordered to lie on the table.)

Mr. ABRAHAM (for himself and Mr.
CRAPO) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by them to the
concurrent resolution, S. Con. Res. 101,
supra; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . TAXATION OF PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIA-
TIONS.

(a) FINDINGS.—The Senate finds that—

(1) the President’s fiscal year 2001 Federal
budget proposal to impose a tax on the inter-
est, dividends, capital gains, rents, and roy-
alties in excess of $10,000 of trade associa-
tions and professional societies exempt
under section 501(c)(6) of the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986;

(2) such taxation represents an unjust and
unnecessary penalty on legitimate associa-
tion activities;

(3) while this budget resolution projects
on-budget surpluses of $42,500,000,000 over the
next five years, the President proposes to in-
crease the tax burden on trade and profes-
sional associations by $1,550,000,000 over that
same period;

(4) the President’s association tax increase
proposal will impose a tremendous burden on
thousands of small and mid-sized trade asso-
ciations and professional societies;

(5) with the President’s associations tax in-
crease proposal, most associations with an-
nual operating budgets of as low as $200,000
will be taxed on investment income and as
many as 70,000 associations nationwide could
be affected by this proposal;

(6) associations rely on this targeted in-
vestment income to carry out exempt-sta-
tus-related activities, such as training indi-
viduals to adapt to the changing workplace,
improving industry safety, providing statis-
tical data and community services;

(7) keeping investment income free from
tax encourages associations to maintain
modest surplus funds that cushion against
economic and fiscal downturns; and
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(8) although corporations can increase
prices to cover increased costs, small and
medium-sized local, regional, and State-
based associations do not have such an op-
tion, and thus the increased costs imposed
by the President’s associations tax increase
would reduce resources available for the im-
portation standard-setting, educational
training, and professionalism training per-
formed by associations.

(b) SENSE OF THE SENATE.—It is the Sense
of the Senate that the functional totals in
this concurrent resolution on the budget as-
sume that Congress shall reject the Presi-
dent’s proposed tax increase on investment
income of associations as defined under sec-
tion 501(c)(6) of the Internal Revenue Code of
1986.

ABRAHAM AMENDMENTS NOS.

3065-3066
(Ordered to lie on the table.)
Mr. ABRAHAM submitted two

amendments intended to be proposed
by them to the concurrent resolution,
S. Con. Res. 101, supra; as follows:
AMENDMENT NoO. 3065

Strike page 32, line 23, after the word
‘“‘care’’, through page 33, line 4, and insert
the following: ‘‘which provides adequate re-
imbursements for Medicare providers, and
excluding the cost of extending and modi-
fying the prescription drug benefit crafted
pursuant to section (a) or (b), then the chair-
man of the Committee on the Budget may
change committee allocations and spending
aggregates by no more than $20,000,000,000
total for fiscal years 2001 through 2005 to
fund the prescription drug benefit if such
legislation will not cause an on-budget def-
icit in any of these 5 fiscal years.”

AMENDMENT NoO. 3065

Strike from page 33, line 5 through line 9,
and insert the following:

(d) ADJUSTMENT.—If legislation is reported
by the Senate Committee on Finance that
improves reimbursements for Medicare pro-
viders, without decreasing beneficiaries’ ac-
cess to health care, then the Chairman of the
Committee on the Budget may change com-
mittee allocations and spending aggregates
for fiscal years 2001, 2002, 2003, 2004 and 2005
to fund this legislation if it will not cause an
on-budget deficit in any of these 5 fiscal
years.

(e) BUDGETARY ENFORCEMENT.—The revi-
sion of allocations and aggregates made
under this section shall be considered for the
purposes of the Congressional Budget Act of
1974 as allocations and aggregates contained
in this resolution.”

HATCH AMENDMENT NO. 3067

(Ordered to lie on the table.)

Mr. HATCH submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him
to the concurrent resolution, S. Con.
Res. 101, supra; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . SENSE OF THE SENATE REGARDING THE
UNITED STATES PATENT AND
TRADEMARK OFFICE’S RETENTION
OF USER FEE FUNDED RESOURCES.

(a) FINDINGS.—The Senate finds that—

(1) Technology and innovation are key to
American competitiveness and the present
and future growth of the American economy
in the 21st Century;

(2) As recognized by the Founding Fathers,
intellectual property, and patents in par-
ticular, are fundamental to promoting Amer-
ican innovation and the progress of science
and useful arts;
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(3) As American inventors and companies
have discovered that patents and trademarks
can be used to improve financial perform-
ance and enhance their overall competitive-
ness, the importance of and demand for in-
tellectual property protection has increased
exponentially;

(4) The United States Patent and Trade-
mark Office was established by Congress to
promote innovation through the granting
and issuing of patents and the registration of
trademarks;

(5) Fees collected by the Patent and Trade-
mark Office represent payments by Amer-
ican inventors and businesses for services to
be performed by the Patent and Trademark
Office, including the examination, granting,
and issuing of patents, and the registration
of trademarks, as well as related products
and services;

(6) In 1981, Congress increased patent and
trademark fees by nearly 400 percent in order
to reduce patent pendency and place the Of-
fice on a course of achieving self-sufficiency;

(7) Congress later enacted the Omnibus
Budget Reconciliation Act of 1990, which to-
tally eliminated general taxpayer support
for the Patent and Trademark Office begin-
ning in fiscal year 1991 in favor of the cur-
rent fee-funded agency model under which
the entire costs of services are recouped by
fees paid for those services;

(8) Since fiscal year 1991, Congress has di-
verted or withheld authorization for the Pat-
ent and Trademark Office to spend more
than $564 million in user fee revenues paid by
inventors and trademark owners, directing
this money instead to other government pro-
grams totally unrelated to supporting Amer-
ica’s inventors and high technology indus-
tries.

(9) As a result of the diversion and with-
holding of fees, patent pendency has risen
from 20.8 months to 26.2 months, costing
American inventors on average six months of
return on their investments in technology
and innovation, and delaying the availability
of innovative products to the American peo-
ple for the same period;

(10) Continued withholding of patent and
trademark fees is projected to lead to an in-
crease in average patent pendency of an ad-
ditional six months, totaling nearly three
years, by fiscal year 2005;

(11) Moreover, the Patent and Trademark
Office faces a host of new and significant
challenges, including those related to dra-
matic increases in workloads and new and
more complex fields of innovation;

(12) In order to meet these challenges, the
Patent and Trademark Office must be able to
hire, train, and retain adequate numbers of
technologically qualified examiners and
make available for their use adequate tools
and search files, including a comprehensive
prior art database for the examination of
Internet-related business method patent ap-
plications.

(13) The Patent and Trademark Office’s
ability to provide these services in a manner
that assures the highest quality and effi-
ciency, and that meets these new challenges,
is compromised by the withholding and di-
version of patent and trademark fees to
other Federal functions.

(14) The dedication of Patent and Trade-
mark Office resources to serving American
innovators is an investment in the nation’s
economy which will help to preserve the
United States’ status as the world’s leader in
technology and innovation and is necessary
to keep faith with the American innovators
who pay these fees and build the American
economy.

(b) SENSE OF THE SENATE.—For all of the
foregoing, it is the sense of the Senate that—

(1) As a fully fee-funded agency charged
with promoting innovation and fostering the
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growth of technology that drives the Amer-
ican economy, the Patent and Trademark Of-
fice must be allowed to retain the fees it col-
lects from American inventors and trade-
mark owners in order to provide the tech-
nology-related services for which they were
paid in a manner that meets the highest
standards of quality and timeliness, rather
than having these fees diverted to other gov-
ernment uses;

(2) The levels in the resolution assume that
the offsetting fee collections assessed and
collected pursuant to 15 U.S.C. 1113 and 35
U.S.C. 41 and 376 shall be made fully avail-
able in the fiscal year in which they are col-
lected for necessary expenses of the Patent
and Trademark Office provided for by law,
including defense of suits instituted against
the Director of Patents and Trademarks, and
shall remain available until expended;

(3) The assumptions of the resolution
should be maintained and implemented
through the budget and appropriations proc-
esses to safeguard the integrity of the Pat-
ent and Trademark Office’s fee-funded agen-
cy model and continued American innova-
tion.

SHELBY AMENDMENT NO. 3068

(Ordered to lie on the table.)

Mr. SHELBY submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him
to the concurrent resolution, S. Con.
Res. 101, supra; as follows:

At the end of title III, insert the following:
SEC. . SENSE OF THE SENATE.

(a) FINDINGS.—The Senate makes the fol-
lowing findings:

(1) Our Nation’s children have become the
ever increasing targets of marketing activ-
ity.

(2) Such marketing activity, which in-
cludes Internet sales pitches, commercials
broadcast via in-classroom television pro-
gramming, product placements, contests,
and giveaways, is taking place every day
during class time in our Nation’s public
schools.

(3) Many State and local entities enter into
arrangements allowing marketing activity
in schools in an effort to make up budgetary
shortfalls or to gain access to expensive
technology or equipment.

(4) These marketing efforts take advantage
of the time and captive audiences provided
by taxpayer-funded schools.

(5) These marketing efforts involve activi-
ties that compromise the privacy of our Na-
tion’s children.

(b) SENSE OF THE SENATE.—It is the sense
of the Senate that the levels in this resolu-
tion assume that—

(1) in-school marketing and information-
gathering activities—

(A) are a waste of student class time and
taxpayer money;

(B) exploit captive student audiences for
commercial gain; and

(C) compromise the privacy rights of our
Nation’s school children and are a violation
of the public trust Americans place in the
public education system;

(2) State and local educators should re-
move commercial distractions from our Na-
tion’s public schools and should protect the
privacy of school-aged children in our Na-
tion’s classrooms;

(3) Federal funds should not be used in any
way to support the commercialization of our
Nation’s classrooms or the exploitation of
student privacy, nor to purchase advertise-
ments from entities that market to school
children or violate student privacy during
the school day; and

(4) Federal funds should be made available
to State and local entities in order to pro-
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vide the entities with the financial flexi-
bility to avoid the necessity of having to
enter into relationships with third parties
that involve violations of student privacy or
the introduction of commercialization into
our Nation’s classrooms.

HARKIN AMENDMENTS NOS. 3069-
3072

(Ordered to lie on the table.)

Mr. HARKIN submitted four amend-
ments intended to be proposed by him
to the concurrent resolution, S. Con.
Res. 101, supra; as follows:

AMENDMENT NoO. 3069

At the appropriate place, insert:

(a) FINDINGS.—The Senate finds that—

(1) Tax relief provided as a result of this
resolution should be targeted and distributed
equitably to modest and middle income
Americans;

(2) Those with young children and those
who are taking care of other relatives requir-
ing special care have significant needs that
are difficult for many modest and middle in-
come taxpayers;

(3) The Congress should reduce the higher
taxes paid by those who are married with
two incomes who are penalized under the ex-
isting tax code, a burden not significantly
felt by those with the highest incomes pay-
ing the highest rate of tax since that rate
does not differentiate between married and
single taxpayers;

(4) While a significant portion of income
taxes is paid by those with the highest one
percent of income, their share of payroll and
excise taxes which make up almost half of
all federal revenue is far lower;

(5) The amount of tax relief provided to
those with the highest income levels reduces
tax relief available to the great majority of
taxpayers; and

(6) It has been estimated that the those in
the top one percent of income have incomes
in excess of no less than $319,000 per year and
have an average income of $915,000.

(b) SENSE OF THE SENATE.—It is sense of
the Senate that the budget levels in this res-
olution assume that not more than one per-
cent of the tax reduction provided for under
this resolution shall go, in the aggregate, to
the one percent of taxpayers with the high-
est one percent of income.

AMENDMENT No. 3070

At the appropriate place, insert:

(a) FINDINGS.—The Senate finds that—

(1) Tax relief provided as a result of this
resolution should be targeted and distributed
fairly to modest and middle income Ameri-
cans:

(2) Those with young children and those
who are taking care of other relatives requir-
ing special care have significant needs that
are difficult for many modest and middle in-
come taxpayers;

(3) The Congress should reduce the higher
taxes paid by those who are married with
two incomes who are penalized under the ex-
isting tax code, a burden not significantly
felt by those with the highest incomes pay-
ing the highest rate of tax since that rate
does not differentiate between married and
single taxpayers;

(4) While a significant portion of income
taxes is paid by those with the highest one
percent of income, their share of payroll and
excise taxes which make up almost half of
all federal revenue is far lower;

(5) The amount of tax relief provided to
those with the highest income levels reduces
tax relief available to the great majority of
taxpayers; and

(6) It has been estimated that the those in
the top one percent of income have incomes
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in excess of no less than $319,000 per year and
have an average income of $915,000.

(b) SENSE OF THE SENATE.—It is sense of
the Senate that the budget levels in this res-
olution assume that not more than one per-
cent of the tax reduction provided for under
this resolution shall go, in the aggregate, to
the one percent of taxpayers with the high-
est one percent of income.

AMENDMENT No. 3071

On page 35, line 4, after the period insert
“Legislation complies with this section if it
specifies that no individual directly or indi-
rectly may receive more than $250,000 in any
fiscal year in total contract or other pay-
ments described in paragraphs (1) through (4)
of section 1001 of the Food Security Act of
1985 (7 U.S.C. 1308) and any similar or addi-
tional market loss or income support pay-
ments.””.

AMENDMENT No. 3092

On page 35, line 4, after the period insert
“It is the sense of the Senate that any legis-
lation enacted under this section should
specify that no individual directly or indi-
rectly may receive more than $250,000 in any
fiscal year in total contract or other pay-
ments described in paragraphs (1) through (4)
of section 1001 of the Food Security Act of
1985 (7 U.S.C. 1308) and any similar or addi-
tional market loss or income support pay-
ments.””.

HARKIN (AND OTHERS)
AMENDMENT NO. 3073

(Ordered to lie on the table.)

Mr. HARKIN (for himself, Mr. KEN-
NEDY, and Mr. ROCKEFELLER) submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by them to the concurrent resolution,
S. Con. Res. 101, supra; as follows:

At the end of title III, add the following:
SEC. . SENSE OF SENATE REGARDING CASH

BALANCE PENSION PLAN CONVER-
SIONS.

(a) FINDINGS.—The Senate finds the fol-
lowing:

(1) Defined benefit pension plans are guar-
anteed by the Pension Benefit Guaranty Cor-
poration and provide a lifetime benefit for a
beneficiary and spouse.

(2) Defined benefit pension plans provide
meaningful retirement benefits to rank and
file workers, since such plans are generally
funded by employer contributions.

(3) Employers should be encouraged to es-
tablish and maintain defined benefit pension
plans.

(4) An increasing number of major employ-
ers have been converting their traditional
defined benefit plans to ‘‘cash balance” or
other hybrid defined benefit plans.

(5) Under current law, employers are not
required to provide plan participants with
meaningful disclosure of the impact of con-
verting a traditional defined benefit plan to
a ‘‘cash balance’ or other hybrid formula.

(6) For a number of years after a conver-
sion, the cash balance or other hybrid ben-
efit formula may result in a period of ‘‘wear
away’’ during which older and longer service
participants earn no additional benefits.

(b) SENSE OF THE SENATE.—It is the sense
of the Senate that the levels in this resolu-
tion assume that pension plan participants
whose plans are changed to cause older or
longer service workers to earn less retire-
ment income, including conversions to ‘‘cash
balance plans,” should receive additional
protection than what is currently provided,
and Congress should act this year to address
this important issue. In particular, at a min-
imum—
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(1) all pension plan participants should re-
ceive adequate, accurate, and timely notice
of any change to a plan that will cause par-
ticipants to earn less retirement income in
the future;

(2) pension plans that are changed to a
cash balance or other hybrid formula should
not be permitted to ‘‘wear away’ partici-
pants’ benefits in such a manner that older
and longer service participants earn no addi-
tional pension benefits for a period of time
after the change; and

(3) Federal law should continue to prohibit
pension plan participants from being dis-
criminated against on the basis of age in the
provision of pension benefits.

—————

NOTICES OF HEARINGS

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR,
AND PENSIONS

Mr. JEFFORDS. Mr. President, I
would like to announce for information
of the Senate and the public that a
hearing of the Committee on Health,
Education, Labor, and Pensions, Sub-
committee on Children and Families,
will be held on Tuesday, April 11, 2000,
9:30 A.M., in SD—430 of the Senate Dirk-
sen Building. The subject of the hear-
ing is ‘“Early Childhood Programs for
Low Income Families: Availability and
Impact”. For further information,
please call the committee, 202/224-5375.

COMMITTEE ON RULES AND ADMINISTRATION

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
wish to announce that the Committee
on Rules and Administration will meet
at 9:30 a.m., Wednesday, April 12, 2000,
in Room SR-301 Russell Senate Office
Building, to receive testimony on com-
pelled political speech.

For further information concerning
this meeting, please contact Hunter
Bates at the Rules Committee on 4-
6352.

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR,

AND PENSIONS

Mr. JEFFORDS. Mr. President, I
would like to announce for information
of the Senate and the public that an
Executive Session of the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions will be held on Wednesday, April
12, 2000, 11:00 a.m., in SD-430 of the Sen-
ate Dirksen Building. The following is
the committee’s agenda.

AGENDA
S. 2311, The Ryan White CARE Act.
S. , Organ Procurement and Transplan-

tation Network Act Amendments of 2000.
Presidential Nominations.
COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR,
AND PENSIONS
Mr. JEFFORDS. Mr. President, I
would like to announce for information
of the Senate and the public that a
hearing of the Senate Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions will be held on Thursday, April
13, 2000, 10:00 a.m., in SD-430 of the Sen-
ate Dirksen Building. The subject of
the hearing is Protecting Pension As-
sets. For further information, please
call the committee, 202/224-5375.
COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES
Mr. CRAIG. Mr. President, I would
like to announce for the public that a
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hearing has been scheduled before the
Subcommittee on Forests and Public
Land Management of the Senate Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

The hearing will take place on Thurs-
day, April 13, 2000, at 2:30 p.m. in room
SD-366 of the Dirksen Senate Office
Building in Washington, DC.

The purpose of this hearing is to con-
duct oversight on the United States
Forest Service’s proposed revisions to
the regulations governing National
Forest Planning. This hearing will be
in lieu of the previously scheduled
hearing for S. 2034, a bill to establish
the Canyons of the Ancients National
Conservation Area.

Those who wish to submit written
statements should write to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources, U.S. Senate, Washington, DC
20510. For further information, please
call Mark Rey or Bill Eby at (202) 224—
6170.

———

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION, AND
FORESTRY

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and
Forestry be authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Thursday,
April 6, 2000. The purpose of this meet-
ing will be to discuss interstate ship-
ment of State inspected meat.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Thursday, April 6, 2000 at
9:30 a.m., in open session to receive tes-
timony on procedures and standards
for the granting of security clearances
at the Department of Defense.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Finance be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Thursday, April 6, 2000, for hearings
on China’s Accession to the World
Trade Organization.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS

Mr. CAMPBELL. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Indian Affairs be authorized
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate on Wednesday, April 12, 2000, at 9:30
a.m., to conduct a hearing on the Re-
port of the National Academy of Public
Administration titled “A Study of
Management and Administration: The
Bureau of Indian Affairs.”” The hearing
will be held in the Committee room, 485
Russell Senate Building. A business
meeting to mark up pending legisla-
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tion will precede the hearing. Those

wishing additional information may

contact the Committee at 202/224-2251.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without

objection, if is so ordered.

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE
Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Select

Committee on Intelligence be author-

ized to meet during the session of the

Senate on Thursday, April 6, 2000 at

2:15 p.m. to hold a closed hearing on in-

telligence matters.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
SUBCOMMITTEE ON AVIATION
Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Aviation

Subcommittee of the Committee on

Commerce, Science, and Transpor-

tation be authorized to meet on Thurs-

day, April 6, 2000 at 9:30 a.m. for a

closed briefing on aviation security and

at 10 a.m. hearing on aviation security.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON CRIMINAL JUSTICE
OVERSIGHT

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Criminal Justice Over-
sight be authorized to meet on Thurs-
day, April 6, 2000 at 2:30 p.m., in SD226.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC
POLICY, EXPORT AND TRADE PROMOTION AND
SUBCOMMITTEE ON EAST ASIAN AND PACIFIC
AFFAIRS
Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I ask

unanimous consent that the Sub-

committee on International Economic

Policy, Export and Trade Promotion

and Subcommittee on East Asian and

Pacific Affairs be authorized to meet

during the session of the Senate on

Thursday, April 6, 2000 at 10:00 a.m. to

hold a joint hearing.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON FORESTS AND PUBLIC LANDS
Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I ask

unanimous consent that the Sub-

committee on Forests and Public

Lands of the Committee on Energy and

Natural Resources be authorized to

meet during the session of the Senate

on Thursday, April 6, 2000 at 9:30 a.m.

to conduct an oversight hearing. The

subcommittee will receive testimony
on the proposed five-year strategic
plan of the U.S. Forest Service in com-
pliance with the Government Results
and Performance Act.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, on be-
half of Senator McCAIN, I ask unani-
mous consent that his legislative fel-
low, Navy Commander Douglas
Denneny, be granted floor privileges
during consideration of S. Con. Res.
101.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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