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IN MEMORY OF MARY BODNE 

∑ Mr. HOLLINGS. Mr. President, last 
month a former Charleston, SC resi-
dent and longtime friend, Mary Bodne, 
passed away at the age of 93. She and 
her husband, Ben, a Charleston native, 
owned and operated the Algonquin 
Hotel in New York City for over 41 
years. In honor of their dedication to 
historic preservation and their service 
to all of those who had the pleasure of 
staying at the Algonquin, I ask that 
the attached article from the New 
York Times be printed in the RECORD. 

The article follows: 
[From the New York Times, Mar. 4, 2000] 

MARY BODNE, EX-OWNER OF ALGONQUIN 
HOTEL, DIES AT 93 

(By Douglas Martin) 

Mary Bodne, who with her husband, Ben, 
fell in love with the Algonquin Hotel on 
their honeymoon and later owned it for 41 
years, died on Monday at Lenox Hill Hospital 
in Manhattan. She was 93. 

She lived at the elegant Midtown hotel, 
the literary hangout of the Jazz Age, from 
1946 until her death, spending most after-
noons in her lobby armchair greeting 
regulars. 

It all began when the Bodnes, newly mar-
ried, lunched at the Algonquin in the early 
1920’s and sighted Will Rogers, whom they 
had seen the night before at the Ziegfeld Fol-
lies; Douglas Fairbanks Sr., Sinclair Lewis, 
Eddie Cantor, Gertrude Lawrence and Bea-
trice Lillie. The bride joked to her husband, 
an oil distributor in Charleston, S.C., that 
after he bought the baseball team he 
dreamed about, he should get her the hotel. 

Although Mr. Bodne toyed with buying the 
Pittsburgh Pirates, he never bought a ball 
club. But in 1946 he paid around $1 million 
for the 200-room hotel at 59 West 44th Street, 
between Fifth Avenue and the Avenue of the 
Americas. The couple promptly moved in. 

For the former Mary Mazo, the Algonquin 
was the final address in an odyssey that 
began in Odessa, Ukraine, where she was the 
second child in a large Jewish family that 
fled the pogroms when she was an infant. A 
family story has it that the baby Mary began 
to cry in an attic while Cossacks rampaged 
below, but that she miraculously hushed up 
before it was too late. It is said that Mrs. 
Bodne’s later loquaciousness was compensa-
tion for that momentary silence. 

The Mazo family immigrated to Charles-
ton, where the father, Elihu, opened the 
city’s first Jewish delicatessen. When George 
Gershwin and DuBose Heyward were working 
on ‘‘Porgy and Bess,’’ they were frequent 
customers. They would also discuss the cre-
ation of the show at dinners in the Mazo 
family home. 

Decades later, the Mazo tradition of hospi-
tality would continue at the Algonquin. Mrs. 
Bodne cooked chicken soup for an ailing 
Laurence Olivier. She baby-sat for Simone 
Signoret, who called her ‘‘one of my three 
truest friends.’’ 

Mrs. Bodne had a gift for acquiring house 
seats for sold-out Broadway shows for des-
perate friends. Ella Fitzgerald was so grate-
ful that she regularly sang to Mrs. Bodne 
whenever she stayed at the hotel. 

The Irish writer Brendan Behan was so 
touched by a courtesy that he declared, 
‘‘Mary, your son will live to be pope,’’ even 
though Mrs. Bodne was Jewish and had two 
daughters. 

The daughters, Renee Colby Chubet and 
Barbara Anspach, both live in Manhattan. 
Mrs. Bodne is also survived by four sisters: 
Annie Rabin and Celie Weissman, both of 

Manhattan, and Minnie Meislin and Norma 
Mazo, both of Charleston. 

The Bodnes bought the Algonquin, built in 
1902 in the French Renaissance style, from 
Frank Case, who had catered to writers and 
editors from The New Yorker and other near-
by publications. Among them were Dorothy 
Parker, Robert Benchley, Franklin P. 
Adams, Edna Ferber and Alexander Wooll-
cott. They gathered around several tables be-
fore settling on the round one that became 
famous, not least because of Mr. Case’s 
knack for publicity. 

When he bought the hotel, Mr. Bodne, who 
enjoyed promoting boxing matches, said he 
would not attempt to recreate Mr. Case’s 
role as boniface of the literati. But he said 
he regarded the Algonquin as an investment 
and, as such, had no intention of changing 
its essential character. So he kept the ma-
hogany panels and deep-pile carpeting, while 
adding such amenities as color television 
and air-conditioning. 

The Bodnes ended up playing host to a new 
generation of literary and show business ce-
lebrities, like the writer John Henry Faulk 
when he was blacklisted and exiled from Hol-
lywood. Alan Jay Lerner and Frederick 
Loewe made so much noise working on a mu-
sical that the other guests complained; the 
show was the hugely successful ‘‘My Fair 
Lady.’’ 

Mr. Bodne, who died in 1992, had vowed 
that he would sell the charmingly dowager 
hotel the day it needed self-service elevators. 
He sold it in 1987 to the Aoki Corporation, 
the Brazilian subsidiary of a Japanese cor-
poration, which in a 1991 renovation in-
stalled self-service elevators. 

In 1997, Aoki sold the hotel to the 
Camberley Hotel Company, which promptly 
did its own $4 million renovation, promising 
no major changes. In an article in The New 
York Times, Julie V. Iovine noted that the 
newsstand had been sacrificed for space to 
sell coffee mugs, and that door numbers had 
been replaced by plaques featuring remarks 
by the famed Algonquin wits. The impres-
sion, she wrote, was ‘‘self-consciousness 
verging on kitsch.’’ 

At a party celebrating the makeover, Mrs. 
Bodne sat on the new velvet chair that had 
replaced her beloved old sagging one. ‘‘What 
I’ve seen looks very nice, but it will never 
look like my old Algonquin now,’’ she said. 
‘‘No, darling, I know it will never be the 
same.’’ 

Except for the cat. Each owner of the 
Algonquin, including the Bodnes, has kept a 
lobby cat. The current one is named 
Matilda∑. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO SARAH DAHLIN 

∑ Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, I 
rise today to strongly commend and 
honor Sarah Dahlin of Vermillion, 
South Dakota. Sarah has been a high-
ly-valued member of my legislative 
staff for approximately eight years, 
and I wanted to take this opportunity 
to publicly thank her for years of hard 
work and dedication to the people of 
South Dakota. Sarah will no longer be 
working on my staff after this week, 
and I, along with my entire staff, will 
miss her greatly. I have had the pleas-
ure of knowing Sarah and her family 
for years, as we are both residents of 
Vermillion. 

Fortunately for us and for Congress, 
Ms. Dahlin will not be leaving Capitol 
Hill, as she will be joining the office of 
Representative KAREN MCCARTHY. 
Sarah is truly a public servant, as dem-

onstrated by her efforts in my office 
since 1992, when she joined my staff in 
the House of Representatives as a legis-
lative correspondent. Sarah quickly 
earned my trust and confidence, as well 
as that of my senior staff, and she soon 
became a legislative assistant covering 
my Natural Resources Committee as-
signment, as well as a whole range of 
issues, from energy and environment, 
to defense and education, issues that 
are critically important to South Da-
kota. Issues and projects that Sarah 
has worked on for me and the people of 
South Dakota are too numerous to list, 
but Sarah has left a lasting contribu-
tion in many ways, from helping rural 
transit-providers receive a fair share of 
federal transit funds to helping South 
Dakota recover from devastating bliz-
zards and flooding. Sarah’s efforts over 
a number of years have helped make 
the Springfield bridge over the Mis-
souri River a reality, with the 
Vermillion bridge not far behind. Sarah 
is the staff person who worked with me 
to pass an amendment to secure federal 
funds for the ongoing rehabilitation of 
the James River in South Dakota, an 
effort that will have a longstanding 
positive impact on the James River 
valley. She has helped create a new Na-
tional Park Service facility to preserve 
a missile silo site, as well as help pre-
serve important historical sites known 
as Spirit Mound and Blood Run. 

After working on my House staff for 
more than four years, Sarah moved 
over to my Senate staff where she be-
came a Senior Legislative Assistant. 
As well as staffing my Energy and Nat-
ural Resources Committee assignment 
during the last three plus years I have 
served in the Senate, most recently 
Sarah has also been responsible for 
staffing my Senate Budget Committee 
assignment. During consideration of 
the fiscal year 2000 and 2001 budget res-
olutions, Sarah has been instrumental 
in the passage of my amendments to 
increase funding for veterans health 
care, as well as the passage of an 
amendment to create a reserve fund for 
military retirees health care. 

I know Sarah’s parents, family, 
friends and colleagues are all very 
proud of her. She has a wonderful ca-
reer and life in front of her, and I know 
she will continue to succeed at what-
ever she chooses to do. Hopefully she 
will have an opportunity to one day 
again serve the people of South Da-
kota. Mr. President, on behalf of my 
wife Barbara and I, and my entire staff, 
I want to thank Sarah Dahlin for her 
dedication and years of hard work for 
the people of South Dakota.∑ 

f 

REGISTRATION OF MASS 
MAILINGS 

The filing date for 2000 first quarter 
mass mailings is April 25, 2000. If your 
office did no mass mailings during this 
period, please submit a form that 
states ‘‘none.’’ 

Mass mailing registrations, or nega-
tive reports, should be submitted to 
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the Senate Office of Public Records, 232 
Hart Building, Washington, D.C. 20510– 
7116. 

The Public Records office will be 
open from 8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. on the 
filing date to accept these filings. For 
further information, please contact the 
Public Records office at (202) 224–0322. 

f 

2000 APRIL QUARTERLY REPORTS 

The mailing and filing date of the 
April Quarterly Report required by the 
Federal Election Campaign Act, as 
amended, is Saturday, April 15, 2000. 
All Principal Campaign Committees 
supporting Senate candidates in the 
2000 races must file their reports with 
the Senate Office of Public Records, 232 
Hart Building, Washington, D.C. 20510– 
7116. You may wish to advise your cam-
paign committee personnel of this re-
quirement. 

The Public Records office will be 
open from 12:00 noon until 4:00 p.m. on 
April 15th, to receive these filings. For 
further information, please do not hesi-
tate to contact the Office of Public 
Records on (202) 224–0322. 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Mr. Williams, one of his 
secretaries. 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 
As in executive session the Presiding 

Officer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
which were referred to the appropriate 
committees. 

(The nominations received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 

f 

THE FISCAL YEAR 1998 ANNUAL 
REPORT OF THE NATIONAL EN-
DOWMENT FOR THE ARTS—MES-
SAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT— 
PM 99 

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message 
from the President of the United 
States, together with an accompanying 
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions. 
To the Congress of the United States: 

In accordance with the provisions of 
the National Foundation on the Arts 
and Humanities Act of 1965, as amend-
ed (20 U.S.C. 959(d)), I transmit here-
with the annual report of the National 
Endowment for the Arts for 1998. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON.
THE WHITE HOUSE, April 6, 2000. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

At 12:10 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the House has passed 
the following bills, in which it requests 
the concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 3660. An act to amend title 18, United 
States Code, to ban partial-birth abortions. 

H.R. 3671. An act to amend the Acts popu-
larly known as the Pittman-Robertson Wild-
life Restoration Act and the Dingell-Johnson 
Sport Fish Restoration Act to enhance the 
funds available for grants to States for fish 
and wildlife conservation projects and in-
crease opportunities for recreational hunt-
ing, bow hunting, trapping, archery, and 
fishing, by eliminating opportunities for 
waste, fraud, abuse, maladministration, and 
unauthorized expenditures for administra-
tion and execution of those Acts, and for 
other purposes. 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED 

The message also announced that the 
Speaker has signed the following en-
rolled bills: 

H.R. 1374. An act to designate the United 
States Post Office building located at 680 
U.S. Highway 130 in Hamilton, New Jersey, 
as the ‘‘John K. Rafferty Hamilton Post Of-
fice Building.’’ 

H.R. 3189. An act to designate the United 
States post office located at 14071 Peyton 
Drive in Chino Hills, California, as the ‘‘Jo-
seph Ileto Post Office.’’ 

The enrolled bills were signed subse-
quently by the President pro tempore 
(Mr. THURMOND). 

f 

MEASURE REFERRED 

The following bill was read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent and referred as indicated: 

H.R. 3671. An act to amend the Acts popu-
larly known as the Pittman-Robertson Wild-
life Restoration Act and the Dingell-Johnson 
Sport Fish Restoration Act to enhance the 
funds available for grants to States for fish 
and wildlife conservation projects and in-
crease opportunities for recreational hunt-
ing, bow hunting, trapping, archery, and 
fishing, by eliminating opportunities for 
waste, fraud, abuse, maladministration, and 
unauthorized expenditures for administra-
tion and execution of those Acts, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Envi-
ronment and Public Works. 

f 

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, which were referred as indi-
cated: 

EC–8363. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Cash Management Policy and Planning, 
Financial Management Service, Department 
of the Treasury transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Federal 
Government Participation in the Automated 
Clearing House’’ (RIN1510–AA81), received 
April 5, 2000; to the Committee on Finance. 

EC–8364. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Interior, transmitting a draft 
of proposed legislation entitled the ‘‘Coal-
fields Security Act of 2000’’; to the Com-
mittee on Finance. 

EC–8365. A communication from the Chief, 
Regulations Division, Bureau of Alcohol, To-
bacco and Firearms, Department of the 
Treasury transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Extension for 
Johannisberg Riesling; Additional Grape Va-
rieties’’ (RIN1512–AB80), received April 3, 
2000; to the Committee on Finance. 

EC–8366. A communication from the Chief, 
Regulations Division, Bureau of Alcohol, To-

bacco and Firearms, Department of the 
Treasury transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Yountville 
Viticultural Area’’ (RIN1512–AA07), received 
April 3, 2000; to the Committee on Finance. 

EC–8367. A communication from the Chief, 
Regulations Division, Bureau of Alcohol, To-
bacco and Firearms, Department of the 
Treasury transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Chiles Valley 
Viticultural Area’’ (RIN1512–AA07), received 
April 3, 2000; to the Committee on Finance. 

EC–8368. A communication from the Chief, 
Regulations Division, Bureau of Alcohol, To-
bacco and Firearms, Department of the 
Treasury transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Increase in Tax on 
Tobacco Products and Cigarette Papers and 
Tubes’’ (RIN1512–AB88), received April 3, 
2000; to the Committee on Finance. 

EC–8369. A communication from the Chief, 
Regulations Division, Bureau of Alcohol, To-
bacco and Firearms, Department of the 
Treasury transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Floor Stocks Tax 
for Cigarettes’’ (RIN1512–AB95), received 
April 3, 2000; to the Committee on Finance. 

EC–8370. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Office of Personnel Management, trans-
mitting a draft of proposed legislation enti-
tled ‘‘Omnibus Federal Human Resources Ad-
ministrative Improvements Act of 2000’’; to 
the Committee on Governmental Affairs. 

EC–8371. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Office of Personnel Management, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Prevailing Rate Systems; Abolish-
ment of the King, WA, Nonappropriated 
Fund Wage Area’’ (RIN3206–AI75), received 
April 4, 2000; to the Committee on Govern-
mental Affairs. 

EC–8372. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Housing and Urban Development, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the Govern-
ment National Mortgage Association man-
agement report for fiscal year 1999; to the 
Committee on Governmental Affairs. 

EC–8373. A communication from the Chief 
of Staff/Acting Director, Office of Surface 
Mining, Department of the Interior trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘New Mexico Regulatory Program’’ 
(SPATS No. NM–037–FOR, Part III), received 
April 4, 2000; to the Committee on Energy 
and Natural Resources. 

EC–8374. A communication from the Chief 
of Staff/Acting Director, Office of Surface 
Mining, Department of the Interior trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘New Mexico Regulatory Program’’ 
(SPATS No. NM–037–FOR, Part III), received 
April 4, 2000; to the Committee on Energy 
and Natural Resources. 

EC–8375. A communication from the Assist-
ant General Counsel for Regulatory Law, De-
partment of Energy, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Energy 
Planning and Management Program; Inte-
grated Resource Planning Approval Criteria’’ 
(RIN1901–AA84), received April 4, 2000; to the 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources. 

EC–8376. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Financial Crimes Enforcement Network, 
Department of the Treasury transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Amendments to the Bank Secrecy Act Reg-
ulations—Requirement that Money Trans-
mitters and Money Order and Traveler’s 
Check Issuers, Sellers, and Redeemers Re-
port Suspicious Transactions’’ (RIN1506– 
AA20), received April 3, 2000; to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs. 

EC–8377. A communication from the Chair-
man, National Credit Union Administration, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the 1999 an-
nual report; to the Committee on Banking, 
Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 22:44 Dec 04, 2013 Jkt 081600 PO 00000 Frm 00077 Fmt 4624 Sfmt 0634 E:\2000SENATE\S06AP0.REC S06AP0m
m

ah
er

 o
n 

D
S

K
C

G
S

P
4G

1 
w

ith
 S

O
C

IA
LS

E
C

U
R

IT
Y


		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-10-21T07:15:22-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




