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resolved in one tribunal, the company
would be more likely to fail before all
claimants can litigate their cases.
Chapter 11 does not allow a company to
evade lawsuits, but rather to pay out
claims proportionately and fairly to all
claimants, hopefully in a way that
keeps the company afloat.

This rationale for Chapter 11 bank-
ruptcy applies to the gun industry as
well. I understand why my colleague
criticizes the practices of companies
such as Lorcin, which churn out the
“Saturday Night Specials’ favored by
criminals. But his amendment to the
Bankruptcy Code is not narrowly draft-
ed to target those companies. Many
municipalities and gun control groups
have adopted a strategy of filing mul-
tiple, simultaneous product liability
lawsuits, in which all gun companies
are named as defendants irrespective of
their particular practices. The lawsuits
have not succeeded on the merits thus
far, but the costs of litigation are
threatening the financial viability of
many of the smaller companies.

Colt’s Manufacturing, which is
among the most progressive firearms
manufacturers in the country, has been
drawn into the same lawsuits. Seventy
percent of Colt’s sales are to law en-
forcement and defense agencies, and
the company does not produce ‘‘Satur-
day Night Specials.” Although Colt’s
has limited assets, it has been working
to develop ‘‘smart gun’ technology and
other innovations that will reduce
handgun violence. Nevertheless, Colt’s
has been named as a defendant in all 29
lawsuits filed so far. Despite the fact
that Colt’s has won four decisions and
lost no final judgments, insurance com-
panies are pulling their coverage and
investors have been reluctant to pro-
vide new capital. In one year, the com-
pany has gone from 1200 to 400 employ-
ees. Colt’s reports that it is in financial
jeopardy as a result of the lawsuits,
and may soon have to file for reorga-
nization under Chapter 11, as it did sev-
eral years ago. The amendment we are
considering today would be devastating
to Colt’s. Rather then being given a
chance to reorganize, the company
would slowly be bled dry. Along with
lost jobs in my state, the nation would
lose a responsible company with a his-
tory of great craftsmanship which has
been looking for solutions to the epi-
demic of handgun violence.

No industry has ever been singled out
in the Bankruptcy Code for this sort of
discriminatory treatment. The case
has not been made for why Chapter 11
should not apply equally to all sectors
of the economy. There are many pos-
sible legislative approaches for ad-
dressing the appalling rates of gun vio-
lence in the United States, but this is
not one of them. I urge my colleagues
to oppose the amendment.

Mr. ASHCROFT addressed the Chair.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Missouri.

Mr. ASHCROFT. I ask unanimous
consent to speak as in morning busi-
ness for up to 10 minutes, at the con-
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clusion of which time I will propound a
unanimous consent request regarding
Senate Resolution 250 related to the
Super Bowl champions, the St. Louis
Rams.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator from Missouri.

————

SUPER BOWL CHAMPIONS ST.
LOUIS RAMS

Mr. ASHCROFT. Mr. President, I ap-
preciate this opportunity to make a
comment on an event which is very im-
portant to the State of Missouri, very
important to the city of St. Louis, very
important to this Senator.

It happens that over the weekend,
the St. Louis Rams encountered a very
energetic and talented team, the Ten-
nessee Titans, in Atlanta to settle the
issue of who would be the Super Bowl
NFL champions this year. In a very
hard fought game that represented the
highest of effort by both teams, the
Rams prevailed. There are those who
from time to time ask me if I was nerv-
ous at any time. I think they were hop-
ing I would say I was never nervous.
Well, I got pretty nervous toward the
end of the game. But I was very pleased
with the result because there is no
team more worthy of having won this
game than the St. Louis Rams.

I will just say a few things about the
St. Louis Rams, about that marvelous
effort of a crew we call the ‘‘go to
work,”” ‘‘gotta go to work” crew in St.
Louis. Different football teams are un-
derstood and known for different
things. The St. Louis Rams have a slo-
gan: Gotta go to work. I don’t think
there is a better slogan anywhere for a
sports team than a sports team that
elevates the idea of work. It is work
that brings us to any goal, to the
achievements we enjoy. It is work that
gives us successful families. It is work
that allows America to compete suc-
cessfully around the world. It is that
work ethic, expressed by the St. Louis
Rams, that made them world cham-
pions.

For me to have the opportunity to
stand today and say a few words about
the St. Louis Rams, the fact that they
had the work ethic necessary to prevail
in the Super Bowl over an excellent
team from Tennessee, is something for
which we are all grateful.

I will talk a little bit about the kind
of statistical year the Rams had. We
had Kurt Warner, who is one of the
great Horatio Alger stories of America.
People talk about rags to riches. I
don’t know if he has gotten to riches
yet. He was at the minimum wage in
the National Football League before
they decided to give him a bonus this
year, and I don’t know that he was in
rags, but 5 years ago he was bagging
groceries in Iowa because he hadn’t
quite gotten the opportunity to dem-
onstrate his skills in football. Maybe
this would be called from bags to
riches.

The truth is, it is a heroic story of an
individual who has not only great foot-
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ball skills but whose inspirational life
is the kind of leadership we need more
of in this country. When asked about
his own inspiration, he said he gets in-
spiration from his family and the
handicapped member of the family who
every day, when falling down, gets
back up. For the most valuable player
in the Super Bowl, the most valuable
player in the National Football
League, to understand that we can all
learn from each other and we can learn
from even those in their heroic efforts
who have not the talents that we do
but have the courage to get back up,
that is a tremendous thing.

It is with that in mind that I will
talk a bit about the St. Louis Rams
today, the Ram team, including Kurt
Warner, and then Marshall Faulk, who
set the all-time record for combined
yardage this year. I thrill to the fact
that there are youngsters in my State
and across America who are saying: I
want to be like Marshall Faulk; I want
to be like Kurt Warner and this team
of individuals who are such out-
standing individuals; Isaac Bruce, who
has been so productive as a football
player and such an exemplary leader in
our community.

There are statistics about this team.
They won the West divisional title
with a 13 and 3 record. They posted an
undefeated record at home. That is
something special to me because that
was in the TWA Dome. When I was
Governor of the State of Missouri, it
was my responsibility to be involved in
the construction of that dome and to
see to it that it came in under budget
and on time and was a great facility.
But no facility ever achieves greatness
unless there are great things done
there—to have the team come and be
undefeated there this year and, of
course, have other great things there.
The Pope visited St. Louis and was at
the TWA Dome, and Billy Graham
came to St. Louis this year and was at
the TWA Dome. There are some people
who think it is important to invite the
Pope and Billy Graham back next year
so we can go undefeated another time.
We would be pleased to have them
come back because they bring the kind
of presence to St. Louis that all of us
cherish and want.

To watch our quarterback, Kurt War-
ner, who enjoyed one of the best sea-
sons ever by an NFL quarterback, be-
coming only the second player in his-
tory to throw more than 40 touchdown
passes and to realize that he wasn’t
discovered as a starting quarterback
until this year’s circumstances thrust
him into the position, it was an amaz-
ing thing: completing 66 percent of his
passes; 10 300-yard games in the season;
setting a new Super Bowl record for 414
yards in passing. The offense of the
Rams team: 526 points, the third high-
est single-season record ever.

Of course, Kurt Warner was named
the NFL player of the year. He took his
$30,000 award and gave it to Camp
Barnabus, which is a camp for young
people in southern Missouri. This
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wasn’t a $30,000 donation by someone
who is making the big salaries; this
was a $30,000 donation by someone who
is earning the minimum wage in the
NFL. I could go on. The resolution that
I will propound not only talks about
Kurt Warner but extols the greatness
of Marshall Faulk. These individuals
are as great, or greater, off the field
than they are on the field. That is what
is so inspiring—their commitment to
community.

Isaac Bruce caught 77 passes for 1,165
yards and 12 touchdowns in the regular
season and led the Rams to a Super
Bowl victory with 6 receptions for 162
yards, including a game-winning 73-
yard touchdown reception that, frank-
ly, required him to make a very big ef-
fort to come back and get the ball and
go get the score. What a tremendous
inspiration it was.

On defense, Todd Lyght led the Rams
with a regular season career high of six
interceptions, including a touchdown.
He started in 97 straight games. Now,
there is durability. Talk about having
to go to work. That is the longest cur-
rent streak with the team.

Rams’ linebacker Mike Jones ended
the very spectacular and heroic effort
of the Tennessee Titans on the 2-yard
line with the game-winning tackle as
the time ran out in the Super Bowl.

I could also talk about wide receiver
Terry Holt and about Coach Dick
Vermeil, named NFL coach of the year,
the oldest coach ever to win a Super
Bowl. He, of course, retired from coach-
ing, but he came back because he still
had a burning capacity within him to
motivate and help young people, and
the football team reached the max-
imum of its potential.

It is with that in mind I wanted to
propound a resolution to congratulate
not only the team, the St. Louis Rams,
but, frankly, the fans of St. Louis. No
group of fans that I know of is more in-
telligent, understanding of the game,
and more supportive of a team than the
fans in St. Louis. The fans came to-
gether with the team over and over
again. They stuck with the team in
previous years when we were the worst
in the league and helped carry the
team when we were first in the league.
That is very important.

I was at a tremendous celebration in
St. Louis, and the individual who an-
nounces the team onto the field in each
game, who is also a disc jockey at KSD
FM, Smash, Asher Benrubi, was lead-
ing this rally. It became very apparent
to me that the biggest contribution of
the St. Louis Rams is the contribution
of community, because the community
has come together around this team in
a special way that unites us all. Unity
is the most important characteristic of
any organization. When you can be uni-
fied and work together, that is some-
thing to behold.

It struck me at the time that the last
five letters of the word ‘‘community’’
are the word ‘‘unity.” Those things,
those challenges in our lives, and those
opportunities in our lives, those vic-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

tories and, yes, even defeats bring us
together and are valuable to us. It is
with that in mind I thank Smash for
his great leadership as the MC of that
rally. I thank the fans of St. Louis.

———

RECOGNIZING THE ACHIEVEMENT
OF THE ST. LOUIS RAMS IN WIN-
NING SUPER BOWL XXXIV

Mr. ASHCROFT. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
now proceed to the immediate consid-
eration of S. Res. 250, submitted earlier
by me, Senator ASHCROFT, along with
Senator KIT BOND and Senator PETER
FITZGERALD, and Senator DURBIN of Il-
linois.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the resolution
by title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 250) recognizing the
outstanding achievement of the St. Louis
Rams in winning Super Bowl XXXIV.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. ASHCROFT. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed
to, and the motion to reconsider be laid
upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. REs. 250

Whereas, in 1995 the Los Angeles Rams re-
located to St. Louis, Missouri and became
the St. Louis Rams;

Whereas, the arrival of the St. Louis Rams
ushered in a new era of unity in the St. Louis
community fortified by the enthusiasm and
energy of the St. Louis Rams’ fans and the
spirit and drive of the St. Louis Rams orga-
nization;

Whereas, the St. Louis Rams’ fans have in-
corporated the unifying spirit of the Rams
into the community, making the St. Louis
area an even better place to live and work;

Whereas, the members of the St. Louis
Rams’ team, including Kurt Warner, Mar-
shall Faulk, and Isaac Bruce, exemplify the
character, sportsmanship, and integrity—
both on and off the field—to which all Amer-
icans can aspire;

Whereas, the St. Louis Rams’ rallying cry,
“Gotta Go To Work,” embodies the great
American work ethic, and symbolizes the
perseverance, dedication, talent and motiva-
tion of the St. Louis Rams football team and
the St. Louis community;

Whereas, in the 1999-2000 season, the St.
Louis Rams committed themselves to the
motto, “Gotta Go To Work,” and achieved
record accomplishments:

The Rams won the NFC West divisional
title with a 13-3 record;

The Rams posted an undefeated record at
home, winning all ten games in the Trans
World Dome, the longest home winning
streak for the Rams since 1978;

Rams’ quarterback Kurt Warner enjoyed
one of the best seasons by a quarterback in
NFL history, becoming only the second play-
er to throw 40 or more touchdown passes in
a season (41), recording the fifth-best passer
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rating in league history, completing a
league-best 65 percent of his passes, modeling
consistency with ten 300-yard games, and
setting a new Super Bowl record of 414 pass-
ing yards;

The Rams’ offense produced 526 points, the
third-highest single regular season total;

Rams’ quarterback Kurt Warner was
named the Miller Lite NFL Player of the
Year, donating the $30,000 award to Camp
Barnabas, a Missouri-based Christian sum-
mer camp for disabled children, and became
only the sixth player to capture both the Na-
tional Football League’s Most Valuable
Player and the Super Bowl Most Valuable
Player in the same season;

Rams’ running back Marshall Faulk, in the
regular season, set an all-time record for
yards from scrimmage with 2,429, became the
second player in NFL history with 1,000
yards rushing and receiving in the same sea-
son, had the highest average yards per rush
in the league and caught 87 passes, the
fourth highest in the NFC;

Rams’ wide receiver Isaac Bruce caught 77
passes for 1,166 yards and 12 touchdowns in
the regular season and led the Rams in Super
Bowl XXXIV with six receptions for 162
yards, including the winning 73-yard touch-
down in the fourth quarter;

Rams’ left corner back Todd Lyght led the
Rams with a regular season career-high six
interceptions, including one touchdown, and
has started in 97 straight games, the longest
current streak with the team;

Rams’ linebacker Mike Jones had four
interceptions in the regular season, two of
which he returned for touchdowns, and had
the game winning tackle on the last play of
Super Bowl XXXIV; Rams’ wide receiver
Torry Holt set a Super Bowl rookie record
with seven catches for 109 yards in Super
Bowl XXXIV, including a nine-yard touch-
down pass in the third quarter.

Whereas, the St. Louis Rams Head Coach
Dick Vermeil was named NFL’s coach of the
year, and is the oldest coach to win a Super
Bowl;

Whereas, the St. Louis Rams lead the
league with 6 players chosen to start in the
2000 Pro Bowl; and,

Whereas, the St. Louis Rams won Super
Bowl XXXIV, defeating the valiant Ten-
nessee Titans 23-16 in the most exciting fin-
ish in Super Bowl history. Now, therefore, be
it

Resolved, That the Senate

(1) commends the unity, loyalty, commu-
nity spirit, and enthusiasm of the St. Louis
Rams fans;

(2) applauds the St. Louis Rams for their
commitment to high standards of character,
perseverance, professionalism, excellence,
sportsmanship and teamwork;

(3) praises the St. Louis Rams’ players and
organization for their commitment to the
Greater St. Louis, MO community through
their many charitable activities;

(4) congratulates both the St. Louis Rams
and Tennessee Titans for providing football
fans with a thrilling Super Bowl played in a
sportsmanlike manner;

(5) recognizes the achievements of all the
players, coaches, and support staff who were
instrumental in helping the St. Louis Rams
win Super Bowl XXXIV;

(6) commends the St. Louis Rams for their
victory in Super Bowl XXXIV on January 30
2000; and

(7) directs the Secretary of the Senate to
make available enrolled copies of this resolu-
tion to the St. Louis Rams’ owners, Georgia
Frontiere and Stan Kroenke, and to the St.
Louis Rams’ Head Coach, Dick Vermeil.

Mr. ASHCROFT. Mr. President, I
yield the floor.
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