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is known nationwide as an advocate for
cancer research, and both he and his
wife Priscilla have been honored re-
peatedly for their work to promote
cancer awareness. He has been instru-
mental in obtaining medical research
funding, and his perseverance paid off
to the benefit of the health of this Na-
tion.

Senator CONNIE MACK is an individual
well respected on both sides of the po-
litical aisle. His legacy is one com-
posed of honesty and integrity, and I
feel that I can speak for all of my col-
leagues when I express my gratitude
for his countless contributions to the
Senate. I wish him and his wife Pris-
cilla health, happiness, and success in
the years to come.
f

THE NEED FOR A BIPARTISAN
APPROACH TO ENERGY POLICY

Mr. AKAKA. Mr. President, I rise
today to talk about an issue which has,
of late, affected the lives of all Ameri-
cans. I am talking about rising energy
costs. All indications suggest that
America’s summer of discontent is
going to continue and become the win-
ter of discontent with respect to en-
ergy prices. Americans have paid rec-
ordbreaking prices at the pump this
summer. They will continue to suffer
escalating prices this winter, too.
Higher energy prices hit most those
Americans who can afford it the least.
But more important, the findings of an
international panel of scientists has
concluded that man-made greenhouse
gases are altering the atmosphere in
ways that affect earth’s climate.

The World Meteorological Organiza-
tion and the United Nations Environ-
ment Program established the Inter-
governmental Panel on Climate
Change (IPCC) in 1988. The function of
IPCC is to assess available information
on the science, impacts, and cross-
cutting economic issues related to cli-
mate change, in particular a possible
global warming induced by human ac-
tivities. The IPCC completed its first
assessment report in August 1990 which
indicated with certainty an increase in
the concentration of greenhouse gases
due to the human activity. The report
assisted the governments of many
countries in making important policy
decisions, in negotiating, and in the
eventual implementation of the UN
Framework Convention on Climate
Change which was signed by 166 coun-
tries at the UN Conference on Environ-
ment and Development at Rio de Janei-
ro in 1992. The convention was ratified
in December 1993 and took effect on 21
March 1994. IPCC also issued another
assessment in 1995.

I find the conclusions of the panel’s
latest assessment alarming. One of its
most striking findings is its conclusion
that the upper range of warming over
the next century could be even higher
than the panel’s 1995 estimates.

The evidence of increasing warming
has shown up in different places—re-
treating glaciers and snow packs,

thinning polar ice, and warmer nights.
There is a growing consensus that hu-
mans are playing a significant role in
climate change. Even some of those
who dissent from the view that human
activity is altering the climate concede
that human influence on the earth’s
climate is established.

I rise today, in the closing days of
the 106th Congress, to urge all inter-
ested organizations and individuals to
begin working now to address energy
issues early in the next Congress. We
have two distinct problems to address.
First, we must ensure that Americans
continue to enjoy reasonably priced en-
ergy now and in the future. Second, we
must work on the development of envi-
ronmentally sound solutions to our en-
ergy problem in the mid- to long-term
timeframe.

In the last few months we have had
several hearings on electricity restruc-
turing, oil prices, supply and demand,
gasoline price hikes, natural gas, and
the Strategic Petroleum Reserve. All
these hearings point to one thing—that
we have problems with our energy pic-
ture, and they need to be fixed, and
fixed soon.

Our energy problem has been in the
making for a long time. For the last
thirty years, we have had several en-
ergy crises. The reasons for all of these
crises were the same: actions and crises
in the Middle East, rising American de-
mand, bigger cars, and so on. The crisis
this year is no different. Whenever the
Middle East sneezes, Americans catch
cold. American pockets books have suf-
fered these periodic colds. But the peo-
ple of Hawaii have suffered a long and
almost interminable cold. Throughout
the 1990’s, Hawaii has been the number
one state in terms of gas prices at the
pump. It relinquished this dubious
honor to states in the Midwest this
summer. This has to stop. We must en-
sure that Americans get energy at rea-
sonable prices.

Our import dependence has been ris-
ing for the past two decades. The com-
bination of lower domestic production
and increased demand has led to im-
ports making up a larger share of total
oil consumed in the United States.
Last year crude oil imports amounted
for 58 percent of our oil demand. Oil
imports will exceed 60 percent of total
demand this year. Imports will con-
stitute 66 percent of the U.S. supply by
2010, and more than 71 percent by 2020.
Continued reliance on such large quan-
tities of imported oil will frustrate our
efforts to develop a national energy
policy and set the stage for energy
emergencies in the future.

Transportation demands on imported
oil remain as strong as ever. Since the
oil shock of the 1970s, all major energy
consuming sectors of our economy with
the exception of transportation have
significantly reduced their dependence
on oil. The transportation sector re-
mains almost totally dependent on oil-
based motor fuels. The fuel efficiency
of our vehicles needs to be improved.

U.S. natural gas demand in the last
decades has increased significantly. It

is expected to grow by more than 30
percent over the next decade. Demand
for natural gas from each of the major
consuming sectors—residential, com-
mercial, industrial, and electricity
generation will increase. Electricity
generation accounts for the lion’s
share of this increase at 50 percent of
the increase.

We are facing problems on both sides
of the supply and demand equation.
Worldwide supplies of available energy
sources are getting tighter and demand
is increasing. This only means that un-
less one side of the equation changes,
we will continue to have energy prob-
lems.

We cannot look at our energy sources
in a piecemeal fashion. We will have to
take a comprehensive look at all as-
pects of our energy picture. The only
way to deal with our energy problem is
to have a multifaceted energy strategy
and remain committed to that strat-
egy. We must adopt energy conserva-
tion, encourage energy efficiency, and
support renewable energy programs.
Above all, we must develop energy re-
sources that diversify our energy mix
and strengthen our energy security.

I urge all interested organizations
and individuals to work together to
strengthen our energy policy, an en-
ergy policy that serves the American
public.

In the short term, we can do this by
building upon a lot of good work that
has already been done. Initiatives such
as the deep water royalty incentives
proposed by our former colleague, Sen-
ator Bennett Johnston and supported
by the Administration have been major
contributors to the 65 percent increase
in offshore oil production under this
Administration. Policies that led to
the increases in natural gas production
in deep waters by 80 percent in just the
past two years are welcome. Natural
gas production on Federal lands has in-
creased by nearly 60 percent since 1992.
This is a good sign that we are able to
utilize our national resources in an en-
vironmentally responsible manner.

Initiatives such as the Interagency
Working Group on Natural Gas, the
Federal Leadership Forum to address
environmental review processes, a re-
source assessment for Wyoming oil and
gas, and technology partnering with
the Bureau of Land Management to im-
prove access to Federal lands will pro-
vide increased energy resources.

In 1998, DOE and the Occidental Pe-
troleum Corporation, concluded the
largest divestiture of federal property
in the history of the U.S. government.
The sale of Elk Hills Naval Petroleum
Reserve in California for $3.65 billion
underscored the Clinton Administra-
tion’s faith in the private sector to
carry responsible development of the
11th largest of the Nation’s oil and gas
fields.

The Clinton Administration has pro-
posed several tax incentives to encour-
age new domestic exploration and pro-
duction and to lower the business costs
of the producers when oil prices are
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low. It also proposed tax credits for im-
proving energy efficiency and pro-
moting use of renewable energy. Tax
reforms would help us improve our en-
ergy supply picture.

The Administration has also ad-
vanced legislation to address the issue
of restructuring the electric utility in-
dustry. A number of other restruc-
turing proposals have been made. The
electric utility industry is an integral
part of the overall energy supply and
demand equation.

The restructuring that we are talk-
ing about essentially involves the
lower 48 States that are contiguous.
Some may ask what is in it for Hawaii?
It is not connected to the national
grid. The answer is simple. Hawaii im-
ports from the Mainland a vast portion
of goods and services it consumes. Re-
duction in production costs on the
Mainland because of competition un-
leashed by electric utility industry re-
structuring would benefit the people of
Hawaii.

We can build upon the Clinton Ad-
ministration’s accomplishments. Its
strategically focused energy policy en-
compasses economic, environmental,
and national security considerations.
It is a balanced approach.

The effects of major global climate
change on the U.S. and the rest of the
world will be devastating. I will take a
few minutes here to describe the effect
of climate change on Hawaii. Being a
state consisting of islands with limited
land mass, we are, as we must be, sen-
sitive to global climate changes. We
are tropical paradise and we would like
to stay that way. But the worldwide
problem of greenhouse gases threatens
our well-being.

Honolulu’s average temperature has
increased by 4.4 degrees over the last
century. Rainfall has decreased by
about 20 percent over the past 90 years.
By 2100, average temperatures in Ha-
waii could increase by one to five de-
grees Fahrenheit in all seasons and
slightly more in the fall. New data may
revise this estimation upward.

Estimates for future rainfall are
highly uncertain because reliable pro-
jections of El Nin

˜
o do not exist. It is

possible that large precipitation in-
creases could occur in the summer and
fall. It is also not yet clear how the in-
tensity of hurricanes might be affected.

The health of Hawaii’s people may be
negatively affected by climate change.
Higher temperatures may lead to
greater numbers of heat-related deaths
and illnesses. Increased respiratory ill-
nesses may result due to greater
ground-level ozone. Increased use of air
conditioning could increase power
plant emissions and air pollution. Viral
and bacterial contamination of fish and
shellfish habitats could also cause
human illness. Expansion of the habi-
tat and infectivity of disease-carrying
insects could increase the potential for
diseases such as malaria and dengue
fever.

In Honolulu, Nawiliwili, and Hilo, the
sea level has increased six to fourteen

inches in the last century and is likely
to rise another 17 to 25 inches by 2100.
The expected rise in the sea level could
cause flooding of low-lying property,
loss of coastal wetlands, beach erosion,
saltwater contamination of drinking
water, and damage to coastal roads and
bridges. During storms, coastal areas
would be increasingly vulnerable to
flooding.

Agriculture might be enhanced by
climate change, unless droughts de-
crease water supplies. Forests may find
adapting to climate change more dif-
ficult. For example, ‘ohi’a trees are
sensitive to drought and heavy rains.
Changes could disproportionately
stress native tree species because non-
native species are more tolerant of
temperature and rainfall changes. Cli-
matic stress on trees also makes them
vulnerable to fungal and insect pests.

Hawaii’s diverse environment and ge-
ographic isolation have resulted in a
great variety of native species found
only in Hawaii. However, 70 percent of
U.S. extinctions of species have oc-
curred in Hawaii, and many species are
endangered. Climate change would add
another threat. Higher temperatures
could also cause coral bleaching and
the death of coral reefs.

Hawaii’s economy could also be hurt
if the combination of higher tempera-
tures, changes in weather, and the ef-
fects of sea level rise on beaches make
Hawaii less attractive to visitors.
Adapting to the sea level rise could be
very expensive, as it may necessitate
the protection or relocation of coastal
structures to prevent their damage or
destruction.

We have to address the problems that
may be created by the climate change
and the sooner we start on this the bet-
ter off we will be. We would have to in-
vest in the development of new tech-
nologies that will provide new and en-
vironmentally friendly sources of en-
ergy, newer and environmentally
friendly technologies that allow use of
conventional energy sources. We would
have to work closely with other na-
tions in a cooperative manner. We can
help the rest of the world through our
well known technological prowess.

Our energy policy for the 21st cen-
tury requires forward thinking. Sus-
tainable economic growth requires a
sustainable energy policy. In an era
with revolutionary changes in commu-
nications and information tech-
nologies, information exchange, inter-
dependent trade, the world economies
are becoming increasingly globalized.
Our challenge will be to sustain this
global economy while enhancing the
global environment. Our energy chal-
lenge will be to formulate and imple-
ment policies that provide not only the
U.S. but all nations with reasonably
priced energy.

We need fundamentally different
sources of energy for the 21st century.
Hydrogen is one such energy source.
The long-term vision for hydrogen en-
ergy is that sometime well into the
21st century, hydrogen will join elec-

tricity as one of our Nation’s primary
energy carriers, and hydrogen will ulti-
mately be produced from renewable
sources. But fossil fuels, especially nat-
ural gas, will be a significant long-
term transitional resource. In the next
twenty years, increasing concerns
about global climate changes and en-
ergy security concerns will help bring
about penetration of hydrogen in sev-
eral niche markets. The growth of fuel
cell technology will allow the introduc-
tion of hydrogen in both the transpor-
tation and electricity sectors.

We are a long way from realizing this
vision for hydrogen energy. But
progress is being made and many chal-
lenges and barriers remain. Sustained
effort is the only way to overcome
these challenges and barriers. We need
to support a strategy that focuses on
midterm and long-term goals.

While we develop suitable tech-
nologies for using this clean source of
energy, we can rely on other clean
sources such as natural gas. Natural
gas is a good choice for the fuel of the
future. It is safe and reliable to deliver,
more environmentally friendly than
oil, and more than three times as en-
ergy-efficient as electricity from the
point of origin to point of use. There
are other potential sources of clean en-
ergy such as methane hydrates that
need to be explored and developed.

We need to unleash American inge-
nuity to find solutions to our energy
problem. This Senator is convinced
that we can do this only when we have
a national commitment to, and a strat-
egy for technological advancement as
part of national energy policy. Only a
national commitment will help us
maintain a sustainable economic
growth while protecting environmental
values. We should recognize that there
is a growing intersection between na-
tional economy, environment, and en-
ergy. If we ignore energy policy, then
we only imperil our economy and na-
tional security.

I want to compliment my friends,
Senators MURKOWSKI and BINGAMAN,
the Chairman and Ranking Member of
the Senate Energy Committee for the
great effort that they put into edu-
cating us all and trying to build a con-
sensus on very difficult issues. Our
Senate Energy Committee has com-
mitted a great deal of time in dis-
cussing our energy problems. I believe
the time has come for us to act. I am
committed to help move the energy
agenda with alacrity in the coming
Congress.

In the coming session, we must try to
move legislation that encourages,
adopts, and strengthens energy con-
servation. We must encourage energy
efficiency, and support renewable en-
ergy programs. Above all, we must for-
mulate and advance policies that en-
courage the development of energy re-
sources that diversify our energy mix
and strengthen our energy security
without sacrificing the environment.

We have had eight long years of un-
paralleled economic growth. The
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health of our economy is threatened by
the escalating price of energy and dire
predictions about our energy supply
and demand equation. We cannot allow
our energy problem to derail our econ-
omy. We cannot allow the greenhouse
gases to negatively impact the Amer-
ican people and their way of life. We
must act at the earliest possible mo-
ment in the coming session to address
energy issues that we were not able to
address in a bipartisan fashion in the
106th Congress.
f

TRIBUTE TO SID YATES

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, it is a
privilege to take this opportunity to
pay tribute to my friend and colleague,
Sid Yates, who first came to Congress
in 1948 and who served with great dis-
tinction until his retirement at the end
of the last Congress. All of us who
knew and loved Sid were saddened by
his recent death. He was a soft-spoken
leader who demonstrated time and
again his unequivocal commitment to
his constituents in Chicago and his un-
wavering respect for the nation’s best
principles. He was a public servant in
the truest and most noble sense, and he
was a powerful inspiration to all of us
who were fortunate enough to work
with him.

During his years as Chairman of the
Interior Appropriations Subcommittee,
Sid skillfully advanced legislation to
sustain and protect our national parks
and historic sites. He was a brilliant
legislator who has done more to pre-
serve our national historic and cultural
legacy than any other member of Con-
gress.

Sid was also well known as
Congress’s leading advocate for the Na-
tional endowments for the Arts and
Humanities. He was a strong and cou-
rageous defender of these important
agencies. Especially during times of
controversy over the agencies, he
spoke effectively and persuasively to
preserve their vital programs. because
of Sid Yates, art and music and dance
and theater are now more accessible to
families across the nation through
their schools and in their cultural in-
stitutions. It’s an outstanding legacy,
and I know I join my colleagues in Con-
gress in a commitment to honor Sid
Yates’ memory with a renewed effort
to support the endowments.

Sid Yates will long be remembered as
a man who brought graciousness, in-
tegrity and civility to public service.
He is a patriot who is deeply missed
here in Congress as well as in his be-
loved Chicago. I commend all that he
accomplished, and all of us are grateful
for his five decades of selfless and prin-
cipled public service. He will be re-
membered fondly for many years to
come.
f

VICTIMS OF GUN VIOLENCE

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, it has
been more than a year since the Col-
umbine tragedy, but still this Repub-

lican Congress refuses to act on sen-
sible gun safety legislation.

Since Columbine, thousands of Amer-
icans have been killed by gunfire. Until
we act, Democrats in the Senate will
read the names of some of those who
have lost their lives to gun violence in
the past year, and we will continue to
do so every day that the Senate is in
session.

In the name of those who died, we
will continue this fight. Following are
the names of some of the people who
were killed by gunfire one year ago
today.

October 31, 1999:
Francisco Aguillon, 31, Chicago, IL;
Helton Calderio, 42, Detroit, MI;
Lashon Carter, 18, Kansas City, MO;
Archie Dean, 29, Pittsburgh, PA;
Roland Ford, 15, Washington, DC;
Eddie Griffith, Sr., 71, Memphis, TN;
Richard Hall, 19, Pittsburgh, PA;
Larry Lavigne, 22, New Orleans, LA;
Willie Matthews, 48, Oakland, CA;
Preston Noble, 25, Philadelphia, PA;
William Ohlig, 21, Philadelphia, PA;
Billijo M. Pyle, 51, Akron, OH;
Derrick Smith, 20, Rochester, NY;
Doniell Smith, 14, Washington, DC;
Gene Thompkins, 57, Akron, OH; and
Jorge Vega, 34, Miami-Dade County,

FL.
Two of the victims of gun violence I

mentioned, 15-year-old Roland Ford
and 14-year-old Doniell Smith of Wash-
ington, D.C., were shot and killed by
four masked gunmen while the two
boys and their friends were walking
back from a Halloween party hosted by
their church. The gunmen fired nearly
30 shots into the group, injuring two
and killing Roland and Doniell. A po-
lice department representative de-
scribed the two boys as ‘‘strait-laced
kids who weren’t involved in any nega-
tive activity in the community.’’

We cannot sit back and allow such
senseless gun violence to continue. The
deaths of these people are a reminder
to all of us that we need to enact sen-
sible gun legislation now.
f

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

COMMENDING IDAHO HIGH SCHOOL
STUDENTS FOR HONORING WWII
VETERANS

∑ Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, I rise to
commend the Idaho youth who have
honored World War II veterans in re-
cent months. Several Idaho high
schools, including Pocatello High
School, Highland High School, and
Century High School, as well as Bosie
high School, have become tremen-
dously involved in Operation Recogni-
tion. In addition, students at Eagle
High School have fundraised exten-
sively for the National WWII Memorial
that will be placed on the National
Mall in Washington, DC.

Operation Recognition is a new pro-
gram through which honorary high
school diplomas are awarded to WWII
veterans. The veterans who receive

these diplomas left for service in the
war before they completed their stud-
ies. The gesture of awarding an hon-
orary diploma is a way to thank vet-
erans and demonstrate appreciation for
the sacrifices that they made.

Students whose high schools award
honorary diplomas often assist in plan-
ning the details of the ceremony. In
the process of developing memorable
and personal additions to the gradua-
tion, these young people learn about
the war and its historical significance.

Pocatello High School has selected
December 7th of this year, which is the
59th anniversary of Pearl Harbor, as
the date of its ceremony for graduating
veterans. Honorary diplomas will also
be awarded to those who attended near-
by Highland High School and Century
High School. As part of the festivities,
one student from each high school will
interview a veteran who attended his
or her school. The graduates and their
families are invited to stay after the
ceremony for a reunion. Students have
been asked to help decorate the stage
and escort attendees to their seats.

The Boise High School History Club
is already preparing for the April 17,
2001, Boise High veterans’ graduation.
Students in the club have done exhaus-
tive research to find eligible veterans.
They have also been working to pub-
licize the event, preparing a yearbook
for each graduating veteran, and mak-
ing arrangements for a homeroom men-
tor program. The students are arrang-
ing speaking opportunities for the vet-
erans and a range of social activities,
including a cookout. Idaho State Vet-
erans Home Volunteer Coordinator,
Tom Ressler, says that the goal is to
establish a relationship between vet-
erans and students before the gradua-
tion.

Eagle High School students showed
their appreciation for WWII veterans
by raising more than twenty-three
thousand dollars for the National WWII
Memorial. Their year-and-a-half fund-
raising effort proved to be the most
successful of all our nation’s high
schools. The enthusiastically-run fund-
raising campaign included candy sales,
a giant tag sale, and concession stands.
The students also marched in parades
and ran advertisements on television.

Eleventh grade American history
teacher, Gail Chumbley, and student
chairs Fil Southerland and Kate Bowen
spearheaded the initiative. Ms.
Chumbley reported that the fund-
raising campaign has motivated many
students to learn about WWII outside
of class. Ms. Chumbley, Mr.
Southerland, and Ms. Bowen will
present The National Campaign Chair-
man, Senator Bob Dole, with a com-
memorative check at the monument’s
groundbraking ceremony that will be
held on Veterans’ Day this year.

I take great pride in the fact that
members of the youngest generation of
Idahoans, who have grown up in a time
of relative peace and unprecedented
prosperity for our country, take time
to honor our nation’s WWII veterans.
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