
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES11350 October 30, 2000
that funds the Government until to-
morrow morning will occur at 7 p.m.
Senators should be aware that votes on
continuing resolutions are expected
each day. Senators should also be
aware that multiple votes could occur
each day starting tomorrow. Negotia-
tions are ongoing, and it is still hoped
that agreements can be made to wrap
up the 106th Congress prior to the elec-
tions.

I thank my colleagues for their at-
tention.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, if I could
ask a question of the acting majority
leader.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The
Senator from Nevada.

Mr. REID. I thank the Chair. I am
wondering if the Senator from Ala-
bama would check with the majority
leader to give us some idea of when he
is planning to come in tomorrow; he is
planing multiple votes. Numerous peo-
ple have been calling and asking about
that today.

Mr. SESSIONS. What I understand is
this, that the majority leader has made
this proposal to the Democratic leader
which has not been accepted as of yet;
that he would ask unanimous consent
we stand in recess when we complete
our business today until 5 p.m. Tues-
day, and that the time between 5 p.m.
and 7 p.m. be a period for morning busi-
ness with the time equally divided, and
that at 7 p.m. the Senate proceed to
consider the 1-day continuing resolu-
tion and a vote occur immediately on
the resolution when it is received from
the House without amendments, de-
bate, or motions in order. That will be
the proposal at this point, as I under-
stand it. But I am sure the majority
leader would be open to improvements.

Mr. REID. Well, I say to my friend, I
guess the good news is that ultimately
there will have to be an end to the
106th Congress because the calendar is
going to run out eventually. I hope we
will see fit to maybe wrap up the work
we have.

As you know, there has been tremen-
dous work on Labor-HHS during the
past 24 hours. Early this morning we
thought we had an agreement worked
out. As you know, my counterpart in
the House on the Republican side, I un-
derstand, threw what we refer to as a
monkey wrench into the proposed
workout of the Labor-HHS bill which
now, it is my understanding, is in fur-
ther negotiations.

Time is really working very fast
against us. As you know, we have sent
a number of bills to the President. He
is going to have to make a decision on
those bills, whether he is going to veto
them or sign them.

I know the majority leader is aware
of all the problems that this Congress
faces, but I hope that we exert any in-
fluence any of us have to try to work
out this Labor-HHS bill. I think if that
were worked out, we could probably re-
solve the other issues, or at least I
hope so. There are a few other issues
such as assisted suicide and immigra-

tion that would still be outstanding,
but hopefully we could resolve those if
we got this big final spending bill done.

Mr. SESSIONS. I am sure the major-
ity leader would work toward that end.
I know it has been his goal since this
Congress began to move the appropria-
tions bills to not find us at this point.
Frankly, I am sympathetic with the
fact that he has tried to do that and
has been frustrated time and again. I
think some people wanted us to end up
in this very position, and they got
their wish. And as far as I am con-
cerned, we can stay here until January
1 or December 31 to do our business.
Wiser people will decide that.

Mr. REID. You don’t mind if we take
at least a day or two for Thanksgiving
and Christmas, do you?

Mr. SESSIONS. I do prefer to take off
Christmas. But we have a high duty to
do our work and do it right.

I thank the Senator for his com-
ments, and I note that he desires, and
I do, that we reach an accord.

I yield the floor and note the absence
of a quorum.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. SES-
SIONS). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.
f

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. REID. Mr. President, it is my un-
derstanding that we are in a period of
morning business and that the time
used by the Senator from Alabama and
the Senator from Nevada will be de-
ducted from the 2 hours that are evenly
divided for morning business, that the
Democrats have the first half and the
Republicans have the second half. Is
that accurate?

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
f

SOCIAL SECURITY SCHEME

Mr. REID. Mr. President, what I
would like to do for a few minutes is
talk about the Governor of Texas and
his plan regarding Social Security. I
will not go into a lot of detail other
than to say that the actuarials that are
cited show that his plan is impossible
because he is promising the same tril-
lion dollars to two different groups,
and in effect, the plan, just in a few
short years, would bankrupt the coun-
try and we would have staggering defi-
cits again.

So that those within the sound of my
voice do not think that these state-
ments that I am making are coming
from the Democratic Senatorial Cam-
paign Committee or the Democratic
National Committee, let me read a
number of quotes.

First of all, from Ron
Gebhardtsbauer, who is Senior Pension

Fellow at the American Academy of
Actuaries, who said:

‘‘I don’t see any way they pay off the pub-
lic debt.’’ And given Bush’s large package of
tax cuts, ‘‘in 2015 the budget will go nega-
tive. There won’t be a surplus anymore.’’

Paul Krugman, economist and col-
umnist for the New York Times stated
on October 29:

George W. Bush’s proposal, admittedly,
does not count on the stupidity of markets.
Instead, he trusts the people: voters are not
supposed to notice that the same pool of
money is promised to two different groups of
people.

Secretary of Treasury Lawrence
Summers, who, by the way, is not only
Secretary of Treasury and a brilliant
academician but is also a fiduciary
with the Social Security trust fund and
has an obligation in that regard also,
here is what he says:

Now, there is of course, a Social Security
surplus of approximately $2 trillion over the
next 10 years. That surplus is currently ear-
marked to pay the guaranteed benefits for
the baby boom generation when it retires. If
that surplus is diverted to new accounts,
then the resources will not be there to pay
the guaranteed benefits when the baby boom
generation retires.

Robert Ball, former Commissioner of
the Social Security Administration,
said on October 27, just a few days ago:

I’ve looked over Governor Bush’s plan. He
takes one trillion dollars out of Social Secu-
rity for savings accounts. But Social Secu-
rity is counting on that money to pay bene-
fits. His plan simply doesn’t add up and
would undermine Social Security.

Henry J. Aaron and Alan Blinder,
Century Foundation Study of Governor
Bush’s Social Security proposal, Wash-
ington Post, August 24:

In a recent report, we showed that Social
Security retirement benefits would have to
be cut as much as 54 percent to restore bal-
ance under a Bush-style privatization plan.

In an editorial in the New York
Times yesterday:

The governor’s scheme would siphon
money out of Social Security at the very
moment when both seniors and younger tax-
payers want to see long-term fixes to ensure
its solvency.

Mr. President, the fact is that Gov-
ernor Bush’s plan ruins Social Security
and ruins our economy. That is not a
very good duo, as far as I am con-
cerned, when you take into consider-
ation that Social Security is the most
successful social program in the his-
tory of the world.

We need to make sure that we do
what we can to strengthen the pro-
gram. Governor Bush’s program weak-
ens the program.
f

MEANINGFUL LEGISLATIVE
ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I find my-
self in amazement when I hear the Re-
publican’s spin that the Democrats
played partisan politics in this Con-
gress.

The truth is, we have repeatedly
asked for the Republican leadership to
work with us so we could have mean-
ingful legislative accomplishments for
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the people in Nevada and in other
States represented in this body.

These legislative accomplishments
should include meaningful prescription
drug benefits that help people—not the
HMOs; a meaningful Patients’ Bill of
Rights—benefits to ensure the Amer-
ican people receive the urgent medical
care they need rather than an HMO
litigation protection bill; meaningful
funding for education; that is, funding
for school construction, repair, and
modernization rather than denying
States any Federal assistance to main-
tain our Nation’s schools.

We always hear that this takes away
from local control. No one on this side
of the aisle wants to take local control
away from schools.

We have many programs that we
have worked on that have been very
helpful in school districts.

I have not heard a single person from
the Clark County School District, the
sixth largest school district in the
country—basically Las Vegas—com-
plain about too much Federal money,
or too much Federal control. Quite the
opposite. The calls I get are for more
help, especially school construction
and repair and modernization.

I think we need a meaningful tax cut;
that is, a significant tax to ensure we
can still pay down the debt rather than
a tax cut of such magnitude that we
forget our current obligations; targeted
tax cuts, for example, that would allow
a child to go to school not based upon
how much money the parents have but
how much ability they have. A tax
credit to allow the parents to deduct
up to $10,000 a year per child would be
most helpful to the American people.
That is what we call a targeted tax cut.
Of course, we need a minimum wage in-
crease.

Speaking of Governor Bush, the rea-
son Governor Bush has not been an ad-
vocate for a minimum wage increase is
the State of Texas has one that is al-
most $2 an hour less than the Federal
minimum wage.

In some States, the wages are much
higher. You have some jurisdictions
that have a minimum wage as much as
$11 an hour. But here we don’t. We have
a $5.15 minimum wage. We want to in-
crease it 50 cents an hour. We are get-
ting all kinds of static for trying to do
that. We need to do that.

Campaign finance reform: Certainly
with this campaign season, people un-
derstand how we have to do something
to take money out of campaigns. We
need to have campaigns more meaning-
ful. It shouldn’t be how much money
you are able to raise. It should be what
the merits of your claims are.

As we get closer to Halloween, the
debt of the American people should
scare them more than any ghost. In-
stead of giving them treats, this Re-
publican Congress, in my opinion,
played a dirty trick on the American
people. They are scheming to drive a
stake through the heart of the positive
Democratic agenda—an agenda that
could make a real difference in the
lives of working people.

We do not have the legislative ac-
complishments that we need. Instead
we have accomplishments that could
have been.

I know that there are others here
wishing to speak. We have a limited
amount of time.

I see my friends from Illinois and
Minnesota. I would be happy to yield
my time to either of them.

How much time does the Senator
from Illinois desire?

Mr. DURBIN. I would like to ask for
20 minutes.

Mr. REID. How much time do we
have, Mr. President?

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Forty-
five minutes.

Mr. REID. I give 20 minutes to the
Senator from Illinois.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Illinois is recognized for 20
minutes.

Mr. DURBIN. Thank you, Mr. Presi-
dent. I ask the Chair to advise me when
I have consumed 10 minutes.

Thank you, Mr. President.
f

THE AMERICAN CHOICE

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, let me
follow up on a statement made by the
Senator from Nevada about the choice
the American people are facing in just
a very few days.

I think if you believe that governing
America is easy business, then the
choice is easy, too.

I happen to think that the set of cir-
cumstances the next President will
face is pretty challenging.

I can recall only a few years ago on
the floor of the Senate when we spent
most of our time debating deficits and
talking about constitutional amend-
ments to end deficits. But now we are
debating surpluses. What are we going
to do with the extra money?

We believe on the Democratic side
that the first obligation has to be to
reduce the national debt so that our
kids don’t carry that burden, and
strengthening Social Security and
Medicare. We believe that after we
have met those obligations, we should
target tax cuts to help the middle-in-
come and working families deal with
problems that are meaningful, prob-
lems such as paying for college edu-
cation for their kids.

We believe on the Democratic side we
should be able to deduct up to $12,000 a
year of tuition fees paid for your chil-
dren in college. I have taken that
across the State of Illinois, a pretty di-
verse State, and it is widely accepted.
People believe that is an excellent
change in the Tax Code.

We also want to give families—work-
ing families, single mothers, too, for
that matter, who need to have good
quality day care—an additional tax
credit so they can afford to leave their
kids in safe day care. We say to the
mother who wants to make the sac-
rifice to stay home with the kids, you
deserve a tax break too; you are mak-
ing a sacrifice. Our Tax Code should

recognize that. That is targeted tax
cuts the Democrats support.

So many people have aging parent
and grandparents. We want to increase
the deductibility of expenses incurred
in caring for their parents. Baby
boomers have noted their parents need
extra help as they live a longer life.
They need extra assistance. We want to
be there. The Tax Code should support
families who do their best to help rel-
atives, to help their parents.

We believe, bringing this together,
we can keep America moving forward
because we won’t be embarking on a
risky tax scheme, one that has been
proposed by Governor Bush. The idea of
$1.6 trillion in tax cuts, 40 percent of
which go to the wealthiest people in
America, is a bitter pill to swallow.
Who are the top 1 percent wage earners
in America? People who make over
$25,000 a month, over $300,000 a year.
Governor Bush says these poor strug-
gling people making only $300,000 a
year need a tax break, $2,000 a month
worth of a tax break.

I am sorry, but, frankly, I prefer to
target that tax break to the people who
really need it. A fellow such as Bill
Gates at Microsoft has been very suc-
cessful, God bless him for his cre-
ativity, but this man’s net worth is
greater as an individual than the com-
bined net worth of 106 million Ameri-
cans. Does he need Governor Bush’s tax
break? I don’t think so. I know a lot of
families across Illinois want to have a
tax break to send one of their kids to
college so that kid might have a
chance to have a successful career and
business or whatever they choose.

That is the difference. That is the
choice. I think a lot of people in this
election want to overlook a little his-
tory. Let me share some of that his-
tory.

Mr. REID. Will the Senator yield?
I ask unanimous consent that the

time I consume asking questions not be
charged against the Senator from Illi-
nois.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It will be
charged against the Democratic time.

Mr. REID. I say to my friend from Il-
linois, does the Senator agree the best
tax cut the American people could get
would be if they paid down the national
debt? That would give Bill Gates a
break and everybody in America a
break; is that not true?

Mr. DURBIN. The Senator from Ne-
vada is right. If we pay down our debt,
we stop borrowing to service the debt.
As we stop borrowing, the demand for
capital goes down. That is, the cost of
capital goes down, which is the interest
rate. As interest rates go down, every
family in America can feel it on their
mortgage payment, on their loan for
school payment, or their auto pay-
ment. That is as good as, if not better
than, a tax cut, if we reduce that bur-
den on our kids and bring down the in-
terest rates in the process.

Mr. REID. One more question I want
to ask my friend from Illinois. I have a
long-time friend; we went to high
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