
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S10841 October 19, 2000 
its citizens and continue to discuss legiti-
mate concerns of Bolivia’s rural population; 
and 

(5) indigenous leaders should enter into 
discussions with the government on issues of 
concern and cease provocative acts that 
could lead to escalating violence. 

SEC. 2. The Secretary of the Senate shall 
transmit a copy of this resolution to the 
President. 

f 

EXPRESSING SENSE OF CONGRESS 
REGARDING TAIWAN’S PARTICI-
PATION IN THE UNITED NATIONS 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to consideration of H. Con. 
Res. 390, which is at the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the concurrent resolu-
tion by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 390) 

expressing the sense of the Congress regard-
ing Taiwan’s participation in the United Na-
tions and other international organizations. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the concurrent 
resolution. 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the concur-
rent resolution be agreed to, the pre-
amble be agreed to, the motion to re-
consider be laid upon the table, and 
any statements relating to the bill be 
printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The concurrent resolution (H. Con. 
Res. 390) was agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
f 

AMENDING THE IMMIGRATION 
AND NATIONALITY ACT 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
now proceed to the consideration of 
H.R. 4068, which is at the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (H.R. 4068) to amend the Immigra-

tion and Nationality Act to extend for an ad-
ditional 3 years the special immigrant reli-
gious worker program. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I rise 
today to call on the Senate to support 
H.R. 4068, which will extend the reli-
gious worker visa for an additional 
three years. I am a cosponsor and 
strong supporter of Senate legislation 
that would make permanent the provi-
sions of our immigration law that pro-
vide for special immigrant visas for re-
ligious workers sponsored by religious 
organizations in the United States. 
These visas allow religious denomina-
tions or organizations in the United 
States to bring in foreign nationals to 
perform religious work here. This mod-
est program—which provides for up to 
5,000 religious immigrant visas a year— 
was created in the Immigration Act of 
1990, and has been extended ever since. 
Although I believe the program should 

be made permanent, I am willing to 
support a three-year extension given 
the lateness of the session and the fact 
that the program expired upon last 
week’s end of the fiscal year. 

The importance of this program to 
America’s religious community has 
been demonstrated by the fact that 
leaders from a variety of faiths have 
come to Congress both this year and in 
past years to testify on its behalf. It is 
also important to note, however, that 
these religious workers contribute sig-
nificantly not just to their religious 
communities, but to the community as 
a whole. They work in hospitals, nurs-
ing homes, and homeless shelters. They 
help immigrants and refugees adjust to 
the United States. In other words, they 
perform vital tasks that too often go 
undone. 

I have worked on this issue consist-
ently over the years. Most recently, I 
cosponsored a bill in 1997 that would 
have made this program permanent. 
We were forced in that year as well to 
settle for a 3-year extension of the pro-
gram. It is my hope and expectation 
that this will be the last short-term ex-
tension of this program, and that the 
substantial benefit that our country 
has derived from this program will lead 
us to make the program permanent 3 
years from now. 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the bill be 
read a third time and passed, the mo-
tion to reconsider be laid upon the 
table, and that any statements relating 
to the bill be printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (H.R. 4068) was read the third 
time and passed. 

f 

WARTIME VIOLATION OF ITALIAN 
AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES ACT 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
now proceed to the consideration of 
Calendar No. 862, H.R. 2442. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (H.R. 2442) to provide for the prepa-

ration of a Government report detailing in-
justices suffered by Italian Americans during 
World War II, and a formal acknowledgment 
of such injustices by the President. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill, which 
had been reported from the Committee 
on the Judiciary, with amendments, as 
follows: 

[Omit the parts in boldface brackets 
and insert the part printed in italic.] 

H.R. 2442 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Wartime 
Violation of Italian American Civil Liberties 
Act’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

The Congress makes the following findings: 
(1) The freedom of more than 600,000 

Italian-born immigrants in the United 

States and their families was restricted dur-
ing World War II by Government measures 
that branded them ‘‘enemy aliens’’ and in-
cluded carrying identification cards, travel 
restrictions, and seizure of personal prop-
erty. 

(2) During World War II more than 10,000 
Italian Americans living on the West Coast 
were forced to leave their homes and prohib-
ited from entering coastal zones. More than 
50,000 were subjected to curfews. 

(3) During World War II thousands of 
Italian American immigrants were arrested, 
and hundreds were interned in military 
camps. 

(4) Hundreds of thousands of Italian Ameri-
cans performed exemplary service and thou-
sands sacrificed their lives in defense of the 
United States. 

(5) At the time, Italians were the largest 
foreign-born group in the United States, and 
today are the fifth largest immigrant group 
in the United States, numbering approxi-
mately 15 million. 

(6) The impact of the wartime experience 
was devastating to Italian American commu-
nities in the United States, and its effects 
are still being felt. 

(7) A deliberate policy kept these measures 
from the public during the war. Even 50 
years later much information is still classi-
fied, the full story remains unknown to the 
public, and it has never been acknowledged 
in any official capacity by the United States 
Government. 
SEC. 3. REPORT. 

The øInspector¿ Attorney General øof the 
Department of Justice¿ shall conduct a com-
prehensive review of the treatment by the 
United States Government of Italian Ameri-
cans during World War II, and not later than 
one year after the date of the enactment of 
this Act shall submit to the Congress a re-
port that documents the findings of such re-
view. The report shall cover the period be-
tween September 1, 1939, and December 31, 
1945, and shall include the following: 

(1) The names of all Italian Americans who 
were taken into custody in the initial round-
up following the attack on Pearl Harbor, and 
prior to the United States declaration of war 
against Italy. 

(2) The names of all Italian Americans who 
were taken into custody. 

(3) The names of all Italian Americans who 
were interned and the location where they 
were interned. 

(4) The names of all Italian Americans who 
were ordered to move out of designated areas 
under the United States Army’s ‘‘Individual 
Exclusion Program’’. 

(5) The names of all Italian Americans who 
were arrested for curfew, contraband, or 
other violations under the authority of Exec-
utive Order No. 9066. 

(6) Documentation of Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation raids on the homes of Italian 
Americans. 

(7) A list of ports from which Italian Amer-
ican fishermen were restricted. 

(8) The names of Italian American fisher-
men who were prevented from fishing in pro-
hibited zones and therefore unable to pursue 
their livelihoods. 

(9) The names of Italian Americans whose 
boats were confiscated. 

(10) The names of Italian American rail-
road workers who were prevented from work-
ing in prohibited zones. 

(11) A list of all civil liberties infringe-
ments suffered by Italian Americans during 
World War II, as a result of Executive Order 
No. 9066, including internment, hearings 
without benefit of counsel, illegal searches 
and seizures, travel restrictions, enemy alien 
registration requirements, employment re-
strictions, confiscation of property, and 
forced evacuation from homes. 
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(12) An explanation of øwhy some¿ whether 

Italian Americans were subjected to civil lib-
erties infringements, as a result of Executive 
Order No. 9066, øwhile¿ and if so, why other 
Italian Americans were not. 

(13) A review of the wartime restrictions 
on Italian Americans to determine how civil 
liberties can be better protected during na-
tional emergencies. 
SEC. 4. SENSE OF THE CONGRESS. 

It is the sense of the Congress that— 
(1) the story of the treatment of Italian 

Americans during World War II needs to be 
told in order to acknowledge that these 
events happened, to remember those whose 
lives were unjustly disrupted and whose free-
doms were violated, to help repair the dam-
age to the Italian American community, and 
to discourage the occurrence of similar in-
justices and violations of civil liberties in 
the future; 

(2) Federal agencies, including the Depart-
ment of Education and the National Endow-
ment for the Humanities, should support 
projects such as— 

(A) conferences, seminars, and lectures to 
heighten awareness of this unfortunate chap-
ter in our Nation’s history; 

(B) the refurbishment of and payment of 
all expenses associated with the traveling 
exhibit ‘‘Una Storia Segreta’’, exhibited at 
major cultural and educational institutions 
throughout the United States; and 

(C) documentaries to allow this issue to be 
presented to the American public to raise its 
awareness; 

(3) an independent, volunteer advisory 
committee should be established comprised 
of representatives of Italian American orga-
nizations, historians, and other interested 
individuals to assist in the compilation, re-
search, and dissemination of information 
concerning the treatment of Italian Ameri-
cans; and 

(4) after completion of the report required 
by this Act, financial support should be pro-
vided for the education of the American pub-
lic through the production of a documentary 
film suited for public broadcast. 
øSEC. 5. FORMAL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT.¿ 

(5) The President øshall¿ should, on behalf 
of the United States Government, formally 
acknowledge that these events during World 
War II represented a fundamental injustice 
against Italian Americans. 

Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, I rise 
today to speak on the Wartime Viola-
tion of Italian American Civil Liberties 
Act. While the American people gen-
erally know about the internment of 
Japanese Americans during World War 
II, they are largely unaware of the U.S. 
government’s mistreatment of people 
of other ethnic backgrounds during 
this difficult time in our nation’s his-
tory. I believe we need a complete and 
thorough review of our government’s 
mistreatment of Americans during 
World War II. 

Mr. President, S. 2442 is a worthy 
bill. I had some reservations about this 
bill because it is not as inclusive as it 
might have been. The U.S. should fully 
assess its treatment of all Americans 
of European descent during World War 
II, including Italian and German Amer-
icans, as well as European refugees 
fleeing persecution, to acknowledge 
those whose lives were unjustly dis-
rupted and whose freedoms were vio-
lated and to discourage the future oc-
currence of similar injustices. 

I recognize, however, that time is 
short in this session of Congress. So, I 

will not object to H.R. 2442 going for-
ward at this time. But I want my col-
leagues to know that by withholding 
an objection at this time, I am not 
abandoning my effort to make sure 
that the mistreatment of other Ameri-
cans during World War II, including 
German Americans, and European refu-
gees are also properly recognized and 
reviewed. I look forward to working 
with Senator HATCH and my colleagues 
on this issue next year. 

Mr. HATCH. I thank the Senator 
from Wisconsin for his comments. I ap-
preciate the Senator’s comments and 
plan to work with him next year to ex-
amine the experiences of others whose 
liberties may not have been respected 
by our government during World War 
II. 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the committee 
amendments be agreed to, the bill be 
read a third time and passed, as amend-
ed, the motion to reconsider be laid 
upon the table, and that any state-
ments relating to the bill be printed in 
the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The committee amendments were 
agreed to. 

The bill (H.R. 2442), as amended, was 
read the third time and passed. 

f 

AMENDING THE HMONG VET-
ERANS’ NATURALIZATION ACT 
OF 2000 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of H.R. 5234, received from the 
House. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (H.R. 5234) to amend the Hmong Vet-

erans’ Naturalization Act of 2000 to extend 
the applicability of that Act to certain 
former spouses of deceased Hmong veterans. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. WELLSTONE. Mr. President, I 
want to thank my colleagues for their 
support for H.R. 5234, which I intro-
duced in the Senate as S. 3060. I am so 
pleased that the Senate will pass this 
critical legislation. It will ensure that 
widows and widowers of Hmong vet-
erans who died in Laos, Thailand and 
Vietnam are also covered by the 
Hmong Veterans Naturalization Act. 
This critical change applies fairness to 
the law so that widows, like spouses of 
surviving veterans, will be able to take 
the United States citizenship test with 
a translator. 

The United States owes a great debt 
to the widows of Hmong veterans. Dur-
ing the Vietnam War, in the covert op-
erations in Laos, they sacrificed every-
thing they had in service to this coun-
try. It is almost impossible to imagine 
the impact of the Vietnam War on the 
Hmong Community in South East Asia. 
Hmong soldiers died at ten times the 
rate of American soldiers in the Viet-

nam War. As many as 20,000 Hmong 
were killed serving our country. When 
adults were killed, children as young as 
twelve and thirteen rose up to take 
their place. When Hmong soldiers died, 
they left behind families with no 
means of support. They left their loved 
ones to fend for themselves in a hostile 
country. 

Because of the covert nature of the 
United States Operations in Laos, the 
heroics and sacrifice of this commu-
nity long went unrecognized. By facili-
tating the naturalization of Hmong 
widows, we offer small compensation, 
but tremendous thanks and honor to 
people who gave us their lives and live-
lihoods. Twenty five years later, we 
cannot give them back their loved 
ones, though their loved ones gave 
their lives for us. All we can do is we 
honor their service in a way that is 
long overdue and give them the tools 
to become citizens in the nation for 
which they heroically fought, and died. 

No one in Congress understood better 
what we owe to the Hmong community 
than my old and dear friend, Congress-
man Bruce Vento. No one here did 
more for the Hmong people. He dedi-
cated himself to ensure that Hmong 
and Lao veterans and their families re-
ceived the honor and respect that was 
so long deserved and too long delayed. 
One of the many great legacies of his 
life will indeed be his work with the 
Hmong community in Minnesota. I 
wish to honor him today for that dedi-
cation and for that deep respect and 
compassion. But there is no tribute I 
can deliver that would bring him more 
greater pride than when 45,000 Hmong 
veterans, widows and spouses whom he 
was one of the first to recognize as 
American heroes, become American 
citizens. 

I thank my colleagues again for their 
support. 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the bill be 
read a third time and passed, the mo-
tion to reconsider be laid upon the 
table, and that any statements relating 
to the bill be printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (H.R. 5234) was read the third 
time and passed. 

f 

MOTHER TERESA RELIGIOUS 
WORKERS ACT 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
now proceed to the consideration of 
Calendar No. 587, S. 2406. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (S. 2406) to amend the Immigration 

and Nationality Act to provide permanent 
authority for entry into the United States of 
certain religious workers. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the bill be 
read a third time and passed, the mo-
tion to reconsider be laid upon the 
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