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So (two-thirds having voted in favor
thereof) the rules were suspended and
the bill, as amended, was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER
AS COSPONSOR OF HOUSE RESO-
LUTION 184, H.R. 745, H.R. 1640,
AND H.R. 3634

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, |
ask unanimous consent that my name
be removed as a cosponsor from the fol-
lowing bills: House Resolution 184, H.R.
745, H.R. 1640, and H.R. 3634.

I believe there may have been some
confusion with the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. BRADY).

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
GUTKNECHT). Is there objection to the
request of the gentleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

FURTHER MESSAGE FROM THE
SENATE

A further message from the Senate
by Mr. Lundregan, one of its clerks, an-
nounced that the Senate has passed
with amendment in which the concur-
rence of the House of requested, a bill
of the House of the following title:

H.R. 2389. An Act to restore stability and
predictability to the annual payments made
to States and counties containing National
Forest System lands and public domain
lands managed by the Bureau of Land Man-
agement for use by the counties for the ben-
efit of public schools, roads, and other pur-
poses.

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF

MOTIONS TO SUSPEND THE
RULES
Mr. REYNOLDS, from the Com-

mittee on Rules, submitted a privi-
leged report (Rept. No. 106-951) on the
resolution (H. Res. 615) providing for
consideration of motions to suspend
the rules, which was referred to the
House Calendar and ordered to be
printed.

REPORT ON RESOLUTION WAIVING
POINTS OF ORDER AGAINST CON-
FERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 4205,
FLOYD D. SPENCE NATIONAL DE-
FENSE AUTHORIZATION ACT FOR
FISCAL YEAR 2001

Mr. REYNOLDS, from the Com-
mittee on Rules, submitted a privi-
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leged report (Rept. No. 106-952) on the
resolution (H. Res. 616) waiving points
of order against the conference report
to accompany the bill (H.R. 4205) to au-
thorize appropriations for fiscal year
2001 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense and for military
construction, to prescribe military per-
sonnel strengths for fiscal year 2001,
and for other purposes, which was re-
ferred to the House Calendar and or-
dered to be printed.

REPORT ON RESOLUTION WAIVING
POINTS OF ORDER AGAINST CON-
FERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 4461,
AGRICULTURE, RURAL DEVELOP-
MENT, FOOD AND DRUG ADMIN-

ISTRATION, AND RELATED
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS
ACT, 2001

Mr. REYNOLDS, from the Com-

mittee on Rules, submitted a privi-
leged report (Rept. No. 106-953) on the
resolution (H. Res. 617) waiving points
of order against the conference report
to accompany the bill (H.R. 4461) mak-
ing appropriations for Agriculture,
Rural Development, Food and Drug Ad-
ministration, and Related Agencies
programs for the fiscal year ending
September 30, 2001, and for other pur-
poses, which was referred to the House
Calendar and ordered to be printed.

ENERGY AND WATER DEVELOP-
MENT  APPROPRIATIONS ACT,
2001—VETO MESSAGE FROM THE
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
STATES (H. DOC. NO. 106-299)

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following veto mes-
sage from the President of the United
States:

To the House of Representatives:

I am returning herewith without my
approval, H.R. 4733, the *““Energy and
Water Development Appropriations
Act, 2001.” The bill contains an unac-
ceptable rider regarding the Army
Corps of Engineers’ master operating
manual for the Missouri River. In addi-
tion, it fails to provide funding for the
California-Bay Delta initiative and in-
cludes nearly $700 million for over 300
unrequested projects.

Section 103 would prevent the Army
Corps of Engineers from revising the
operating manual for the Missouri
River that is 20 years old and needs to
be updated based on the most recent
scientific information. In its current
form, the manual simply does not pro-
vide an appropriate balance among the
competing interests, both commercial
and recreational, of the many people
who seek to use this great American
river. The bill would also undermine
implementation of the Endangered
Species Act by preventing the Corps of
Engineers from funding reasonable and
much-needed changes to the operating
manual for the Missouri River. The
Corps and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service are entering a critical phase in
their Section 7 consultation on the ef-
fects of reservoir project operations.
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This provision could prevent the Corps
from carrying out a necessary element
of any reasonable and prudent alter-
native to avoid jeopardizing the contin-
ued existence of the endangered least
tern and pallid sturgeon, and the
threatened piping plover.

In addition to the objectionable re-
striction placed upon the Corps of En-
gineers, the bill fails to provide fund-
ing for the California-Bay Delta initia-
tive. This decision could significantly
hamper ongoing Federal and State ef-
forts to restore this ecosystem, protect
the drinking water of 22 million Cali-
fornians, and enhance water supply and
reliability for over 7 million acres of
highly productive farmland and grow-
ing urban areas across California. The
$60 million budget request, all of which
would be used to support activities
that can be carried out using existing
authorities, is the minimum necessary
to ensure adequate Federal participa-
tion in these initiatives, which are es-
sential to reducing existing conflicts
among water users in California. This
funding should be provided without leg-
islative restrictions undermining key
environmental statutes or disrupting
the balanced approach to meeting the
needs of water users and the environ-
ment that has been carefully developed
through almost 6 years of work with
the State of California and interested
stakeholders.

The bill also fails to provide suffi-
cient funding necessary to restore en-
dangered salmon in the Pacific North-
west, which would interfere with the
Corps of Engineers’ ability to comply
with the Endangered Species Act, and
provides no funds to start the new con-
struction project requested for the
Florida Everglades. The bill also fails
to fund the Challenge 21 program for
environmentally friendly flood damage
reduction projects, the program to
modernize Corps recreation facilities,
and construction of an emergency out-
let at Devil’s Lake. In addition, it does
not fully support efforts to research
and develop nonpolluting, domestic
sources of energy through solar and re-
newable technologies that are vital to
America’s energy security.

Finally, the bill provides nearly $700
million for over 300 unrequested
projects, including: nearly 80
unrequested projects totaling more
than $330 million for the Department of
Energy; nearly 240 unrequested
projects totaling over $300 million for
the Corps of Engineers’ and, more than
10 unrequested projects totaling in ex-
cess of $10 million for the Bureau of
Reclamation. For example, more than
80 unrequested Corps of Engineers con-
struction projects included in the bill
would have a long-term cost of nearly
$2.7 billion. These unrequested projects
and earmarks come at the expense of
other initiatives important to tax-
paying Americans.

The American people deserve Govern-
ment spending based upon a balanced
approach that maintains fiscal dis-
cipline, eliminates the national debt,
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extends the solvency of Social Security
and Medicare, provides for an appro-
priately sized tax cut, establishes a
new voluntary Medicare prescription
drug benefit in the context of broader
reforms, expands health care coverage
to more families, and funds critical in-
vestments for our future. | urge the
Congress to work expeditiously to de-
velop a bill that addresses the needs of
the Nation.
WILLIAM J. CLINTON.

THE WHITE HousE, October 7, 2000.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The ob-
jections of the President will be spread
at large upon the Journal, and the mes-
sage and bill will be printed as a House
document.

Mr. PACKARD. Mr. Speaker, | ask
unanimous consent that further con-
sideration of the veto message be post-
poned until Wednesday, October 11.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

EXPRESSING SORROW OF THE
HOUSE AT THE DEATH OF THE
HONORABLE BRUCE VENTO,
MEMBER OF CONGRESS FROM
THE STATE OF MINNESOTA

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Speaker, | offer
a privileged resolution (H. Res. 618) and
ask for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 618

Resolved, That the House has heard with
profound sorrow of the death of the Honor-
able Bruce F. Vento, a Representative from
the State of Minnesota.

Resolved, That a committee of such Mem-
bers of the House as the Speaker may des-
ignate, together with such Members of the
Senate as may be joined, be appointed to at-
tend the funeral.

Resolved, That the Sergeant at Arms of the
House be authorized and directed to take
such steps as may be necessary for carrying
out the provisions of these resolutions and
that the necessary expenses in connection
therewith be paid out of applicable accounts
of the House.

Resolved, That the Clerk communicate
these resolutions to the Senate and transmit
a copy thereof to the family of the deceased.

Resolved, That when the House adjourns
today, it adjourn as a further mark of re-
spect to the memory of the deceased.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
FOwWLER). The gentleman from Min-
nesota (Mr. OBERSTAR) is recognized for
1 hour.

Mr. OBERSTAR. Madam Speaker, |
yield myself such time as | may con-
sume.

Madam Speaker, it was with great
sadness, a sense of personal loss, and a
loss to this body that at the opening of
session today | took the well to an-
nounce that at 11:20 this morning our
colleague, our dear friend, BRUCE
VENTO, succumbed to mesothelioma,
asbestos-induced cancer of the lung and
peritoneal cavity.

Madam Speaker, | will reserve my
comments for this great and distin-
guished legislator, friend, hard-work-
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ing great American until later in this
1-hour.

Madam Speaker, | yield such time as
he may consume to the gentleman
from Minnesota (Mr. SABO).

(Mr. SABO asked and was given per-
mission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SABO. Madam Speaker, | thank
my colleague, the gentleman from Min-
nesota (Mr. OBERSTAR), for yielding me
this time.

It is a sad day. BRUCE VENTO and I
have been friends for 30 years. | remem-
ber him when he came to the Min-
nesota State legislature as a new mem-
ber. We served 6 years together there,
then he preceded me by 2 years in Con-
gress. | watched this young man, who
came to the State legislature as an
eager young freshman legislator, grow
into one of our great national leaders
on so many issues.

I want to offer my condolences to his
wife, Susan, to his sons, his grand-
children, and the rest of the Vento
family. BRUCE was always very close to
his family and so proud of them. That
was part of his being, just as being
from the east side of St. Paul was part
of his being. He never forgot those
roots. He represented the people of that
district with a passion.

BRUCE was a person with passion for
many, many things: to make sure that
the recent immigrants, the Hmong
from his district, who had served our
country, could become citizens.

1900

A broad array of housing legislation
with little special emphasis on the
homeless, but it really went to the to-
tality of housing programs in this
country because he felt people needed
decent housing, to dealing with the
complexity of how we deal with finan-
cial institutions in this country.

I always thought it was so fitting
that BRUCE, the biology teacher in
south Minneapolis, became chair of our
Subcommittee on National Parks and
Public Lands because this was another
real passion for him. And he left a real
legacy in terms of expanded public
lands, expanded parks and a whole va-
riety of other public facilities in this
country that will be a legacy for many,
many future generations to enjoy.

So it is a sad day. But | think, and
most importantly, of simply a good
friend.

Mr. OBERSTAR. Madam Speaker, |
am now happy to yield to the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. GILMAN)
the chairman of the Committee on
International Relations.

(Mr. GILMAN asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GILMAN. Madam Speaker, |
thank the gentleman for yielding.

Madam Speaker, | rise in support of
the privileged resolution offered by the
gentleman from Minnesota (Mr. OBER-
STAR).

I want to express my deep sorrow re-
garding the passing of not only a good
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