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Now that cooler heads have pre-
vailed, Mr. Speaker, we are forced to
consider the Senate-passed companion
version of this legislation as a means of
undoing the damage that was done to
the gentleman from Texas’ bill. This is
good legislation, Mr. Speaker. It is un-
fortunate that my friends in the major-
ity’s insistence on a pointless amend-
ment to the House bill has resulted in
delaying its enactment.

| urge my colleagues to support the
bill. I want to thank my good friend
from Utah, the chairman of the Sub-
committee on National Parks and Pub-
lic Lands, for pushing for this legisla-
tion to be brought to the floor.

Mr. Speaker, | yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. HANSEN. Mr. Speaker, | yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Utah (Mr. Hansen)
that the House suspend the rules and
pass the Senate bill, S. 366.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the Sen-
ate bill was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.
NORTHERN COLORADO WATER

CONSERVANCY DISTRICT LAND
CONVEYANCE

Mr. HANSEN. Mr. Speaker, | move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 4389) to direct the Secretary of
the Interior to convey certain water
distribution facilities to the Northern
Colorado Water Conservancy District,
as amended.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 4389

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) CONTRACT.—The term ‘‘contract’ means
the contract between the United States and
the Northern Colorado Water Conservancy
District providing for the construction of the
Colorado-Big Thompson Project, dated July
5, 1938 (including any amendments and sup-
plements).

(2) DISTRICT.—The term ‘‘District’” means
the Northern Colorado Water Conservancy
District.

(3) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary”’
means the Secretary of the Interior.

(4) TRANSFERRED WATER DISTRIBUTION FA-
CILITIES.—The term ‘‘transferred water dis-
tribution facilities’ means the North Poudre
Supply Canal and Diversion Works, also
known as the Munroe Gravity Canal, the
Charles Hansen (Supply) Canal and Windsor
Extension, and the Dixon Feeder Canal, all
of which are facilities of the Colorado-Big
Thompson Project located in Larimer Coun-
ty, Colorado.

SEC. 2. CONVEYANCE OF TRANSFERRED WATER
DISTRIBUTION FACILITIES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall, as
soon as practicable after the date of enact-
ment of this Act and in accordance with all
applicable law, convey to the District all
right, title, and interest in and to the trans-
ferred water distribution facilities.
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(b) SALE PRICE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall ac-
cept $150,315 as payment from the District
and $1,798,200 as payment from the power
customers under the terms specified in this
section, as consideration for the conveyance
under subsection (a). Out of the receipts
from the sale of power from the Loveland
Area Projects collected by the Western Area
Power Administration and deposited into the
Reclamation fund of the Treasury in fiscal
year 2001, $1,798,200 shall be treated as full
and complete payment by the power cus-
tomers of such consideration and repayment
by the power customers of all aid to irriga-
tion associated with the facilities conveyed
under subsection (a).

(2) NO EFFECT ON OBLIGATIONS AND
RIGHTS.—Except as expressly provided in this
Act, nothing in this Act affects or modifies
the obligations and rights of the District
under the contract.

(3) PAYMENTS.—Except as provided in sub-
section (c), the District shall continue to
make such payments as are required under
the contract.

(c) CREDIT TOWARD PROJECT REPAYMENT.—
Upon payment by the District of the amount
authorized to be accepted from the District
under subsection (b)(1), the amount paid
shall be credited toward repayment of cap-
ital costs of the Colorado-Big Thompson
Project in an amount equal to the associated
undiscounted obligation for repayment of
the capital costs.

SEC. 3. LIABILITY.

Except as otherwise provided by law, effec-
tive on the date of conveyance of the trans-
ferred water distribution facilities under this
Act, the United States shall not be liable for
damages of any kind arising out of any act,
omission, or occurrence based on any prior
ownership or operation by the United States
of the conveyed property.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule the gentleman from
Utah (Mr. HANSEN) and the gentleman

from American Samoa (Mr.
FALEOMAVAEGA) each will control 20
minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Utah (Mr. HANSEN).

Mr. HANSEN. Mr. Speaker, | yield
myself such time as | may consume.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 4389 transfers a
small component of a much larger
project. The larger overall project was
built from 1938 to 1957 and called the
Colorado-Big Thompson project. The
water is used primarily to help irrigate
615,000 acres of northeastern Colorado
farmland.

The proposed legislation will divest
the Bureau of Reclamation of responsi-
bility for future management, liability
and replacement of the North Poudre
Supply Canal and Diversion Works, the
Charles Hansen Supply Canal and
Windsor Extension, and the Dixon
Feeder Canal.

An agreement on the sale price has
been worked out between the District,
the Bureau of Reclamation and West-
ern Area Power Administration for the
facilities to be conveyed under this act.

I urge an aye vote on this legislation.

Mr. Speaker, | reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
I yield myself such time as | may con-
sume.

(Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA asked and
was given permission to revise and ex-
tend his remarks.)
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Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
I will not oppose the provisions of this
bill. 1 ask that my colleagues support
this legislation.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Mr.
Speaker, while | will not oppose H.R. 4389, |
will note that this project transfer bill does not
in my view represent good stewardship of a
valuable Federal asset. The bill is full of gen-
eralities, and the United States and taxpayer-
owners get practically nothing out of this deal.
No environmental benefits will result from this
transfer, and public involvement opportunities
are minimal. My formal views on H.R. 4389
are set forth in the Committee Report accom-
panying the bill.

The bill mandates conveyance without first
allowing the Secretary to determine whether
such a conveyance is in the public interest.
The bill should, instead simply authorize the
conveyance so the Secretary can make such
a determination.

The bill does not provide for local public in-
volvement prior to final action on the transfer.

The bill fails to provide for environmental
protection and enhancement. Environmental
protection and enhancement are the appro-
priate quid pro quo to mitigate for post-transfer
loss of federal control and applicability of most
federal laws.

Finally, H.R. 4389 creates a fixed “sale
price” prior to knowing the details of the trans-
fer. The United States should negotiate a fair
price for the conveyance only after the terms
and conditions of transfer are established
through negotiations with local stakeholders.

Transfers of Western water projects to local
beneficiaries are not inherently bad, but H.R.
4389 should not be used as a template for fu-
ture transfers. These projects are publicly-
owned, and taxpayer interests should be rec-
ognized and protected.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
1 yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. HANSEN. Mr. Speaker, | yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Utah (Mr. HANSEN)
that the House suspend the rules and
pass the bill, H.R. 4389, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the bill,
as amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was
the table.

laid on

VETERANS’ ORAL HISTORY
PROJECT ACT

Mr. HANSEN. Mr. Speaker, | move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 5212) to direct the American
Folklife Center at the Library of Con-
gress to establish a program to collect
video and audio recordings of personal
histories and testimonials of American
war veterans, and for other purposes,
as amended.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 5212

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“Veterans’

Oral History Project Act’’.
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SEC. 2. FINDINGS; PURPOSE.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds as follows:

(1) Military service during a time of war is
the highest sacrifice a citizen may make for
his or her country.

(2) 4,700,000 Americans served in World War
I, 16,500,000 Americans served in World War
11, 6,800,000 Americans served in the Korean
Conflict, 9,200,000 Americans served in the
Vietnam Conflict, 3,800,000 Americans served
in the Persian Gulf War, and countless other
Americans served in military engagements
overseas throughout the 20th century.

(3) The Department of Veterans Affairs re-
ports that there are almost 19,000,000 war
veterans living in this Nation today.

(4) Today there are only approximately
3,400 living veterans of World War I, and of
the some 6,000,000 veterans of World War 11
alive today, almost 1,500 die each day.

(5) Oral histories are of immeasurable
value to historians, researchers, authors,
journalists, film makers, scholars, students,
and citizens of all walks of life.

(6) War veterans possess an invaluable re-
source in their memories of the conflicts in
which they served, and can provide a rich
history of our Nation and its people through
the retelling of those memories, yet fre-
quently those who served during times of
conflict are reticent to family and friends
about their experiences.

(7) It is in the Nation’s best interest to col-
lect and catalog oral histories of American
war veterans so that future generations will
have original sources of information regard-
ing the lives and times of those who served
in war and the conditions under which they
endured, so that Americans will always re-
member those who served in war and may
learn first-hand of the heroics, tediousness,
horrors, and triumphs of war.

(8) The Library of Congress, as the Nation’s
oldest Federal cultural institution and larg-
est and most inclusive library in human his-
tory (with nearly 119,000,000 items in its
multimedia collection) is an appropriate re-
pository to collect, preserve, and make
available to the public an archive of these
oral histories. The Library’s American
Folklife Center has expertise in the manage-
ment of documentation projects and experi-
ence in the development of cultural and edu-
cational programs for the public.

(b) PURPOSE.—It is the purpose of this Act
to create a new federally sponsored, author-
ized, and funded program that will coordi-
nate at a national level the collection of
video and audio recordings of personal his-
tories and testimonials of American war vet-
erans, and to assist and encourage local ef-
forts to preserve the memories of this Na-
tion’s war veterans so that Americans of all
current and future generations may hear di-
rectly from veterans and better appreciate
the realities of war and the sacrifices made
by those who served in uniform during war-
time.

SEC. 3. ESTABLISHMENT OF PROGRAM AT AMER-
ICAN FOLKLIFE CENTER TO COL-
LECT VIDEO AND AUDIO RECORD-
INGS OF HISTORIES OF VETERANS.

(@) IN GENERAL.—The Director of the
American Folklife Center at the Library of
Congress shall establish an oral history
program—

(1) to collect video and audio recordings of
personal histories and testimonials of vet-
erans of the armed forces who served during
a period of war;

(2) to create a collection of the recordings
obtained (including a catalog and index)
which will be available for public use
through the National Digital Library of the
Library of Congress and such other methods
as the Director considers appropriate to the
extent feasible subject to available re-
sources; and
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(3) to solicit, reproduce, and collect writ-
ten materials (such as letters and diaries)
relevant to the personal histories of veterans
of the armed forces who served during a pe-
riod of war and to catalog such materials in
a manner the Director considers appropriate,
consistent with and complimentary to the
efforts described in paragraphs (1) and (2).

(b) USE oF AND CONSULTATION WITH OTHER
ENTITIES.—The Director may carry out the
activities described in paragraphs (1) and (3)
of subsection (a) through agreements and
partnerships entered into with other govern-
ment and private entities, and may other-
wise consult with interested persons (within
the limits of available resources) and develop
appropriate guidelines and arrangements for
soliciting, acquiring, and making available
recordings under the program under this
Act.

(c) TIMING.—As soon as practicable after
the enactment of this Act, the Director shall
begin collecting video and audio recordings
under subsection (a)(1), and shall attempt to
collect the first such recordings from the
oldest veterans.

SEC. 4. PRIVATE SUPPORT.

(&) ACCEPTANCE OF DONATIONS.—The Li-
brarian of Congress may solicit and accept
donations of funds and in-kind contributions
to carry out the oral history program under
section 3.

(b) ESTABLISHMENT OF SEPARATE GIFT AcC-
COUNT.—There is established in the Treasury
(among the accounts of the Library of Con-
gress) a gift account for the oral history pro-
gram under section 3.

(c) DeDICATION OF FuNDs.—Notwith-
standing any other provision of law—

(1) any funds donated to the Librarian of
Congress to carry out the oral history pro-
gram under section 3 shall be deposited en-
tirely into the gift account established under
subsection (b);

(2) the funds contained in such account
shall be used solely to carry out the oral his-
tory program under section 3; and

(3) the Librarian of Congress may not de-
posit into such account any funds donated to
the Librarian which are not donated for the
exclusive purpose of carrying out the oral
history program under section 3.

SEC. 5. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

There are authorized to be appropriated to
carry out this Act—

(1) $250,000 for fiscal year 2001; and

(2) such sums as may be necessary for each
succeeding fiscal year.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Utah (Mr. HANSEN) and the gentleman
from Maryland (Mr. HoYER) each will
control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Utah (Mr. HANSEN).

Mr. HANSEN. Mr. Speaker, | yield
myself such time as | may consume.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 5212 was intro-
duced by the gentleman from Wis-
consin (Mr. KIND) and the gentleman
from New York (Mr. HOUGHTON) and
has 230 cosponsors. The bill creates a
recording program within the Amer-
ican Folklife Center at the Library of
Congress to collect videotaped his-
tories of American war veterans.

There are 19 million veterans in the
United States, but only about 3,400 re-
maining who served in World War I. As
the bill points out, of the 6 million
World War Il vets alive today, almost
1,500 die each day. We are currently ob-
serving the 50th anniversary of the Ko-
rean conflict.
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This program will ensure that future
generations have access to the memo-
ries and experiences of veterans ac-
quired during their service to the Na-
tion. These individual stories will pro-
vide historians with invaluable infor-
mation to give context to some of the
greatest moments in our history and
some of the most tragic. It will also
provide the public with a way to re-
member and celebrate the sacrifices
made by the men and women who have
fought to protect our freedom.

The Library of Congress, through the
National Digital Library, Local Leg-
acies program and other activities has
developed the capability to digitize
materials collected and to make them
available to all Americans through the
Library’s Web pages so that the great-
est number of Americans can benefit
from the memories of our veterans.

Mr. Speaker, unfortunately the lead
cosponsor of this legislation the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. HOUGHTON)
could not be here for floor debate at
this time. |1 will ask as part of general
leave that his written statement on
this bill be made part of the RECORD.

Mr. Speaker, | reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, | yield my-
self such time as | may consume. |
thank the distinguished gentleman
from Utah for his comments and his
undertaking the responsibility to make
sure this bill passes in a timely fash-
ion. He is one of the good Members of
this body and is always there when you
need him.

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to speak
in support of H.R. 5212, as amended, the
Veterans’ Oral History Project Act.
The manager’s amendment in my opin-
ion has strengthened an already good
bill and I want to thank the gentleman
from California (Mr. THOMAS), cer-
tainly the gentleman from Wisconsin
(Mr. KIND), and the gentleman from
New York (Mr. HouGHTON) for all their
work in getting this legislation to the
floor.

This bill directs the American
Folklife Center, as the gentleman from
Utah said, at the Library of Congress
to establish a program to collect video
and audio of personal histories and
testimonials of America’s war vet-
erans.

0 2030

Our war veterans include 19 million
men and women who risked their lives
so that this bold experiment in democ-
racy could flourish. Their record of
valor, courage, and bravery is un-
matched in world history.

The numbers of men and women, Mr.
Speaker, who have served our Nation is
staggering: 4.7 million in World War I;
16.5 million in World War I1; 6.8 million
in the Korean War; 9.2 million in the
Vietnam War; and 3.8 million in the
Persian Gulf War. Of these veterans, al-
most 19 million are still with us today.
In my district, there are more than
11,000 military retirees.

Though these numbers are astound-
ing, the veterans’ stories and achieve-
ments are even more remarkable.
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Among these 19 million nationwide and
11,000 in Maryland’s fifth district are
the Doughboys, who broke the German
resistance at Meuse-Argonne and
forged victory in World War 1I; the
brave paratroopers who jumped behind
enemy lines and the courageous sol-
diers who charged the beaches of Nor-
mandy; the men who endured the vi-
cious fighting in the Pacific theater,
including five brutal months at Gua-
dalcanal.

These veterans climbed Pork Chop
Hill and endured the losses at Heart-
break Ridge in the Korean War, a war,
Mr. Speaker, whose 50th anniversary
we are honoring this year.

They quietly patrolled the rivers in
search for a hidden enemy in the jun-
gles of Vietnam.

These 19 million veterans saw their
countrymen fall around them; yet they
continued to march forward. They con-
tinued to fight, not for their personal
glory, but for our freedom. By passing
this bill, Mr. Speaker, we allow their
firsthand accounts to become part of
our Nation’s history.

It is imperative that we act soon, to-
night. The Department of Veterans Af-
fairs estimates that 572,000 veterans
will die this year, including an esti-
mated 1,500 World War Il veterans each
day, as the gentleman from Utah (Mr.
HANSEN) pointed out. As we lose these
men and women of courage, we also
lose their stories of valor and honor.
We must make every effort to learn
their stories. These remembrances will
help not only those interested in Amer-
ica’s past; they will guide those who
will lead America’s future.

Mr. Speaker, | would like to con-
gratulate two of our body, the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin (Mr. KIND), a
Democrat, and the gentleman from
New York (Mr. HOUGHTON), a Repub-
lican, two distinguished Representa-
tives in this body, who have joined to-
gether to make sure that we remember
and that generations yet to come will
remember.

Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to ask
unanimous consent to yield the bal-
ance of my time to the gentleman from
Wisconsin (Mr. KIND), a distinguished
leader on this legislation, whose ef-
forts, along with those of the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. HOUGH-
TON), have resulted in this being on the
floor and on the front lobes of our
brains tonight, and ask that he be al-
lowed to control this time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
PEASE). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Maryland?

There was no objection.

Mr. KIND. Mr. Speaker, | yield my-
self such time as | may consume.

Mr. Speaker, first of all 1 want to
thank my friend and colleague from
Utah for agreeing to call up this legis-
lation tonight and sticking around,
even though we are approaching the de-
bate hour in this town. But | also want
to thank the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Chairman THoOMAS) and his ma-
jority staff of the Committee on House
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Administration, and the ranking mem-
ber, the gentleman from Maryland (Mr.
HOYER) and his staff, for all the help
and cooperation and support they have
shown in regards to this legislation
that my friend and colleague, the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. HOUGH-
TON), and | introduced just a couple of
weeks ago.

Mr. Speaker, this legislation is very
simple, but | believe it is very impor-
tant; important if this country has an
interest in preserving our history.
What this legislation basically does is
directs the Library of Congress to es-
tablish a national archives for the col-
lection and preservation of the oral
history through videotape testimony of
our veterans who are still with us
today.

Now that we have the technology to
do it, | believe this Nation should make
every conceivable effort to try to pre-
serve this very important piece of
American oral history before it is too
late, as the gentleman from Maryland
(Mr. HOYER) already indicated.

Time is of the essence. We have
roughly 19 million veterans who are
still with us today. Of that number,
slightly more than 6 million are from
the Second World War generation.
They are passing away at roughly 1,500
a day, and with them go their memo-
ries.

Recently, | have encountered a lot of
veterans of the Second World War and
the Korean generation who have been
more willing to speak about their expe-
riences in the twilight of their years. |
have also encountered many family
members who regret today the fact
that they did not take time to video-
tape their loved ones, their father or
mother or grandparents, in regards to
their experience during these great
conflicts that shaped the 20th century.

Earlier this year, in April, this Con-
gress declared the American Gl as the
Person of the Century because of the
profound influence and impact they
had on the course of human events in
the 20th century. 1 do not think we can
honor them any better than by trying
to preserve their memories.

What | envision ultimately once this
project gets established and imple-
mented is that children in the 22nd,
23rd, or even the 24th century, will be
able to access through the Internet the
videotaped statements of their great-
great-great-grandfather or grand-
mother who served during the Second
World War or Korean War or the Viet
Nam War or the Gulf War. What an in-
credibly powerful history lesson that
would be, and for future historians
being able to research this part of his-
tory by using firsthand accounts from
the videotape testimony we are going
to be able to collect and preserve for
future generations.

The Library of Congress is uniquely
situated to handle this project. They
have an American Folk Life Center
which is already taking videotape tes-
timony of community leaders across
the country asking them how they
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would like their communities to be re-
membered 100 or 200 years from now.
So they have the expertise, and they
have the technology. They are moving
to digitize virtually everything con-
tained at the Library of Congress now,
and once we are able to start collecting
these videotapes, they are going to be
able to index it, digitize it, and make it
available over the Internet for anyone
interested in learning this part of our
Nation’s history.

I also envision the help of a lot of
family members and encourage their
support in videotaping their loved
ones, veterans who served in foreign
conflicts, members of the VFW, Amer-
ican Legion Halls, who can set up
videotaping places within their halls,
encouraging veterans to come in and
share their story. Class projects, stu-
dents going out and actually
videotaping and interviewing these vet-
erans on tape for educational benefit,
and these videotape collections being
saved for the family archives purposes
for community libraries, or historical
societies, but ultimately a copy being
sent out to the Library of Congress so
we can index it, digitize it and make it
available for future generations.

I think this is a worthwhile project,
one that will require the cooperation of
countless people across the country,
but especially from our veterans, who
can leave an incredible gift, a gift that
will keep on giving to generation after
generation, by stepping forward and
talking about their experiences in
these conflicts that made this Nation
the great Nation that it is today.

So | want to again thank the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. HOUGHTON)
for all of his work and efforts put into
this project. Unfortunately, he had a
death in the family tonight, so he is
not here to speak in person in favor of
the bill. But | want to thank him for
being the lead cosponsor on the Vet-
erans Oral History Project. We have
worked together on several pieces of
good bipartisan legislation, and | am
pleased to have joined forces with him
yet again today. The gentleman from
New York (Mr. HOUGHTON) himself is a
veteran of the Second World War. He
served as a private first class in the
United States Marine Corps; and, with
any luck, we are going to be able to en-
courage him and the other veterans in
this place to also participate in this
important project. But it is going to
require a collective effort to do so, and
to do it well.

Mr. Speaker, | also want to thank
the author Stephen Ambrose for the
support he has shown on the rec-
ommendations that he has made in

support of the veterans oral history
project.

Mr. Speaker, | reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. HANSEN. Mr. Speaker, | yield
myself such time as | may consume.

Mr. Speaker, | appreciate the re-
marks of the gentleman from Maryland
(Mr. HoYER) and the gentleman from
Wisconsin (Mr. KIND) on this very wor-
thy piece of legislation.
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Mr. Speaker, | yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. KIND. Mr. Speaker, | yield my-
self such time as | may.

Mr. Speaker, | also want to thank a
few other people who have been instru-
mental in the creation of this legisla-
tion. Senators MAX CLELAND and CHUCK
HAGEL have introduced this bill on the
Senate side, and we are hoping towards
the tail-end of their session we will be
able to bring this up under unanimous
consent and see it moved through the
United States Senate. They have been
instrumental in being able to move
this on the Senate side.

I also want to thank, in particular,
Steve Kelly and Winston Tabb at the
Library of Congress for providing in-
valuable assistance in the development
of the project and for their enthusiasm
they have shown for this project.

I want to thank the Veterans of For-
eign Wars and the American Legion for
their support so far in what we antici-
pate to be a great partnership with
those key and important organizations.

| also want to thank Jeff Mazur on
my staff, who has sat through count-
less numbers of meetings and countless
number of drafts of this legislation in
order to shape it and get it to a point
where we were successful in speaking
to our colleagues and obtaining close
to 250 original cosponsors for this legis-
lation.

But, most of all, I want to thank the
veterans of this Nation, those who |
personally spoke to and who inspired
me and those who | am sure the rest of
my colleagues have had an opportunity
to meet with and talk to and listen to
them tell their stories. Without them,
obviously, we would not be enjoying
the freedoms and the liberties that we
enjoy today. Again, with their support
we can make this project what it was
intended to be, a living legacy of their
service to our country and a gift to fu-
ture generations.

Mr. HOUGHTON. Mr. Speaker, this is a
solid, basic bill—with a great purpose.

It is to help honor and remember those
Americans who used solid, basic values to
perform exceptionally and serve great pur-
poses on behalf of our nation.

Now veterans are modest people. They
don't boast. They are matter-of-fact. They feel
they “did their job”. But the fact is that they
did remarkable things—things that we must al-
ways remember.

This project will see to that. How?

Simply put, history often records the mo-
mentous events. But those momentous events
are made up of countless individual storylines.
Individual storylines that couldn’t all fit into cur-
rent history books or TV documentaries—sto-
ries that need their own archive. This bill will
allow the Library of Congress to create such
an archive—an archive of videotaped
testimonials of the veterans themselves, telling
their own stories.

If those stories are not told, recorded, stud-
ied, preserved—we risk losing them, and all
that they teach us.

This project will seize the moment before
us—before too much time has gone by—to go
to our veterans and learn of duty, heroism,
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sacrifice, fear, humor, patriotism, comradeship,
compassion . . . and of darker things and
times, almost unspeakable things—and how
ordinary Americans stood up to resist them.

Those are lessons we must impart to the
next generation. Today, we are helping to see
that great purpose is served.

Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise in support of Congressman KIND and
Congressman HOUGHTON's hill that allows the
public to hear our history directly from the men
and women who fought to preserve it.

America’s war veterans will be offered the
opportunity to share their experiences first-
hand by providing an oral history to the Library
of Congress.

Most of our history is found in books usually
written by those who witnessed or played an
active role in the events that made this coun-
try what it is today.

Well, this legislation goes a step further and
puts a face to the name by video-taping the
recollections of our veterans’ time in service.

But this bill actually does much more. It al-
lows students, as well as the community, to
get involved and learn more about their local
veterans.

To actually speak to a veteran who fought
for this country, and hear about the events
first-hand is the best history lesson anyone
can receive.

On Long Island, we have thousands of vet-
erans who answered their country’s call to
duty and are proud to share their experiences
with today’s youth.

As someone who lived through the Vietham
era, | remember what a difficult time it was for
our country.

| remember watching many of our soldiers
leaving to fight with the chance of not return-
ing. Unfortunately, many did not.

For those that made it home, this is an op-
portunity to talk about the experiences and the
sacrifices they endured during this time and
share them with the country.

I'd like to commend Representative KIND
and Representative HOUGHTON for taking the
initiative in drafting this legislation and urge
my colleagues to support the measure.

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
strong support of H.R. 5212 the Veterans Oral
History Project Act of 2000. | urge my col-
leagues to lend this timely and important legis-
lation their support.

This bill would authorize a program within
the Library of Congress to supervise and facili-
tate the collecting of personal histories and
recollections of American combat veterans.

These personal histories will include both
oral testimony recorded on video-tape, as well
as written letters and testimonials from vet-
erans.

As a World War Il veteran, | am deeply
aware of the importance of my generation re-
cording its stories for those future generations
yet unborn.

American veterans played a unique and de-
fining role in shaping the events of the 20th
century. The American citizen soldier was re-
sponsible for defending the cause of freedom
from German aggression in 1917, Nazi tyr-
anny and Japanese imperialism in 1942, and
Communist invasion in 1950.

Today, many of these veterans are passing
on. There are less than 3,500 World War |
veterans alive today, out of a fighting force of
over 4.5 million. Moreover, almost 1,500 World
War Il veterans die each day.
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It is vitally important that we gather as many
of their personal stories before they are lost to
us forever.

This legislation is a good first step toward
meeting that goal. It will both help ensure that
future generations remember the contributions
of those who served in combat, as well as to
preserve the triumphs of the citizen soldier
over evil in America’s 20th century conflicts.

| urge my colleagues to join in supporting
this bill.

Mr. Speaker, | have no further re-
quests for time, and | yield back the
balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Utah (Mr. HANSEN)
that the House suspend the rules and
pass the bill, H.R. 5212, as amended.

The question was taken.

Mr. KIND. Mr. Speaker, on that | de-
mand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. HANSEN. Mr. Speaker, 1 ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and add extraneous material on
H.R. 5212, as amended.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Utah?

There was no objection.

RUSSIAN ANTI-SHIP MISSILE
NONPROLIFERATION ACT OF 2000

Mr. ROHRABACHER. Mr. Speaker, |
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 4022) regarding the sale and
transfer of Moskit anti-ship missiles by
the Russian Federation.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 4022

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“Russian Anti-
Ship Missile Nonproliferation Act of 2000”.
SEC. 2. PURPOSE.

The purpose of this Act is to prohibit the for-
giveness or rescheduling of any bilateral debt
owed by the Russian Federation to the United
States until the Russian Federation has termi-
nated all sales and transfers of Moskit anti-ship
missiles that endanger United States national
security.

SEC. 3. FINDINGS.

The Congress makes the following findings:

(1) In February 2000, the first of two Russian-
built Sovremenny-class destroyers sold to the
People’s Republic of China arrived in the Tai-
wan Strait, manned by a mixed Russian and
Chinese naval crew. Currently, the Russian and
Chinese Governments are discussing the sale of
2 additional Sovremenny destroyers.

(2) Within weeks after the arrival of the de-
stroyers, the Russians are scheduled to transfer
the first of several of the ship’s most lethal
weapon, the radar-guided Moskit (also known
as Sunburn) anti-ship missile, which can carry
either conventional or nuclear warheads.
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