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House of Representatives

The House met at 9 a.m.

MORNING HOUR DEBATES

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to the
order of the House of January 19, 1999,
the Chair will now recognize Members
from lists submitted by the majority
and minority leaders for morning hour
debates. The Chair will alternate rec-
ognition between the parties, with each
party limited to not to exceed 25 min-
utes, and each Member, except the ma-
jority leader, the minority leader, or
the minority whip, limited to 5 min-
utes, but in no event shall debate ex-
tend beyond 9:50 a.m.

TRIBUTE TO HON. WILLIAM GOOD-
LING ON HIS RETIREMENT FROM
CONGRESS

The SPEAKER. Under the Speaker’s
announced policy of January 19, 1999,
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
MURTHA) is recognized during morning
hour debates for 5 minutes.

Mr. MURTHA. Mr. Speaker, this
morning | want to make some very
complimentary remarks about the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. GoobD-
LING). He is certainly the type of indi-
vidual, if | had been in his class or in
his school, 1 would have known exactly
where he stood. He defends the system
of education. He supported education,
and he supported the ideals of edu-

BiLL GOODLING is one of the finest ex-
perts in education in the entire Nation.
No individual has had more of an im-
pact on educational systems in this Na-
tion than BiLL GOODLING. He some-
times gets in trouble because he says
what he thinks. He believes very
strongly about local control of edu-
cation, and there are people who be-
lieve differently, and they disagree
strongly with his opinion. But on the
other hand, we know where he stands.
I think in politics that is the thing
that is absolutely imperative to our
system, that somebody that knows
what they are talking about, has had
experience in the field, can work hard
at those kinds of things.

Education obviously is one of the
most important issues we take up in
the House. Normally, | do not talk very
long on issues of defense because we
work things out. And | see the distin-
guished gentleman from California
(Mr. LEwIS), the chairman of the Sub-
committee on Defense Appropriations,
here; and he and | do not take a lot of
time on the floor. But it is hard not to
speak for a long period of time for the
gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
GOODLING).

He has been in the forefront of many,
many battles; and he has won most of
those battles. Even when he was in the
minority, he worked hard for local con-
trol of schools, for adequate funding of
schools to make sure that the Members

intendent, from a principal’s stand-
point, and from a Member of Congress’
standpoint.

So we are going to miss BiLL GoOoOD-
LING. BILL GooDLING has had a phe-
nomenal impact on our system itself.

Mr. Speaker, | yield to the gentleman
from Pennsylvania (Mr. HOLDEN).

Mr. HOLDEN. Mr. Speaker, | thank
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
MURTHA) for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, it is a great honor to be
here as we pay tribute to our retiring
colleague, BILL GOODLING. The gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. MUR-
THA) did a great job in elaborating on
how BILL GOODLING has been a leader in
education fights in this House as chair-
man for the past 6 years, and serving
on that committee for 20-plus years.

But | want to say that BiLL GOODLING
has done much more than that. He
cares so deeply about all of his con-
stituents. | have the privilege of being
the only Pennsylvanian on the Com-
mittee on Agriculture. Agriculture is
the number one industry in the Com-
monwealth of Pennsylvania and BiLL
GOODLING’s district is rich with an ag-
ricultural history. | drive by it every
week on my drive to Washington. BiLL
GOODLING has been a strong fighter for
his agriculture constituents, whether
it be for fairer dairy prices for his dairy
farmers or whether it be the ability for
all of our farmers to have access to
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recently because of his fight against
plum pox virus. So many of his fruit
growers were affected by that disease
and he fought long and hard to see that
his fruit growers were protected.

Mr. Speaker, | urge all of my col-
leagues to come forth and pay tribute
to our retiring Member who has done
such an outstanding job, Mr. GOODLING.

Mr. MURTHA. Mr. Speaker, reclaim-
ing my time, | do not mean to say that
he was only interested in education,
because the park that was in his dis-
trict was absolutely essential to the
district and he handled that, with a lot
of divisions, he handled that so well.
And the gentleman from Pennsylvania
(Mr. GEKAS) knows that and | now
yield to him.

Mr. GEKAS. Mr. Speaker, | thank
the gentleman from Pennsylvania for
yielding.

Mr. Speaker, Congressman GOODLING
helped me in my first baby steps in the
world of government and politics. In
fact, Congressman GOODLING intro-
duced President Eisenhower, then re-
tired President, General Eisenhower, to
me at a rally in Harrisburg. So | have
always been grateful to Congressman
GOODLING.

Mr. Speaker, | am talking about
George Goodling. Now, George Good-
ling was a role model for our incum-
bent. Our incumbent took the best
qualities of his own father and trans-
ferred them to Washington as he rep-
resented his constituents, as everyone
in the world knows by now.

But one thing that is less known, ex-
cept by the veterans on this floor like
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
MURTHA), that he loved his dad. And he
did, in a wonderful way, emulate some
of the qualities of George Goodling.

I remember, for instance, that the
first time | met the ““‘Baby GOODLING,”’
the one we are honoring today, was at
one of the first picnics to which he
went as a candidate. There everyone
knew that they were going to vote for
BiLL GOODLING, not just because of his
eminent qualifications as an educator
but because of the educator, George
Goodling, the Congressman who pre-
ceded BILL GOODLING.

We love BiLL GOODLING.

Mr. MURTHA. Mr. Speaker, again re-
claiming my time, | am pleased to
yield to the gentlewoman from New
York (Mrs. MCCARTHY).

Mrs. McCARTHY of New York. Mr.
Speaker, 1 am probably one of the
youngest Members that got to know
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
GOODLING) 4 years ago when | first
came on the Committee on Education
and the Workforce. He and | would al-
ways be the first ones down there. If
the meeting was at 9:30, he and | were
there at 9:30.

This went on for a couple of com-
mittee hearings, and | finally said to
Mr. GOODLING, ‘“‘Mr. GOODLING, how
come you and | are the only ones here,
when you say that the committee hear-
ings are going to be at 9:30?”’ He said,
“Carolyn, around here we have con-
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gressional time and real time, and ev-
eryone comes late.” And | said, “Why
should you and | be punished on that?”’
Ever since then, at 9:30 that meeting
starts and | appreciate that.

Mr. GOODLING has a tremendous sense
of humor, and | do not know if people
know that. Probably I like it so much
because it reminds me of my sense of
humor. Sometimes it is dry. Some-
times he is throwing out a sense of
humor, and people do not even know
what the laugh line is, but we do.

Mr. Speaker, 1 want to say that my
respect for him over the years has been
tremendous. He has spent his whole en-
tire life in public service. He was a
school teacher. He was a principal. He
was a superintendent. He was on the
school board. He was in the PTA.

To me, that is public service. All of
our teachers are in public service. But
even though we sat on the committee
and sometimes we disagreed, he was al-
ways a gentleman. Always a gen-
tleman, and | have always appreciated
that.

I do not want anyone to think that
this guy is retiring. He is not. There is
a lot of good years that he is going to
be out there, and | am sure he is going
to be knocking on our doors certainly
advocating for what he wants to advo-
cate. So this is not a retirement. It is
not. It is another new journey for Mr.
GOODLING, and we are going to miss
him. I am going to miss him. And |
thank him for everything that he
taught me.

When | did not understand some-
thing, he continued to be a teacher be-
cause he explained things to me, and |
will always appreciate that. Mr. Speak-
er, | wish the gentleman a good jour-
ney; and | know we are still going to
see him around.

TO HONOR REPRESENTATIVE BILL
GOODLING

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
SHERWOOD). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 19, 1999, the
gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
SHUSTER) is recognized during morning
hour debates for 5 minutes.

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, it is
with mixed feelings that I rise today to
honor our dear colleague, the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. GooD-
LING). Mixed feelings because it is a
wonderful feeling to rise to honor him,
but a sad feeling to realize he is no
longer going to be a Member of this
body.

When | came here as a freshman,
there was a rather secretive place
called the Botts committee. It was
named the Botts committee after Herb
Botts, who was the manager of that
very secretive place called the House
gymnasium. | went down there to see if
it might be a good place to try to stay
fit and get to know some of the Mem-
bers, and there | bumped into a gen-
tleman named George Goodling, BILL
GOODLING’s father.

He was in his late 60s, early 70s, per-
haps, and they had a sissy game down
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there called paddleball. Now, | was a
pretty serious handball player and, of
course, a young whipper snapper com-
pared to George Goodling, so he asked
me if | would play. I, in a rather conde-
scending way, said sure. | thought it
would be nice to get to know the old
gentleman, and so we played a game of
paddleball.

Mr. Speaker, he beat me into the
ground. He destroyed me. He humili-
ated me. He embarrassed me. That was
my introduction to the Goodling fam-
ily. Well, he retired, and | heard his son
was going to come to Washington. |
heard that, just as his father, he was an
outstanding person. But | worried
about whether he was as good an ath-
lete as his dad. | heard he had been a
football coach and an athlete himself,
and | resolved right then that while |
would do my best to become friends
with BiILL GOODLING, | would never
under any circumstances play
paddleball with him in the House gym.
Mr. Speaker, | have kept that resolve
over the years, and as a result, and per-
haps hopefully for other reasons as
well, we have remained good friends
and neighbors in terms of parts of our
district adjoining each other.

If anybody in this body deserves the
title “Mr. Education,” it is BiLL GOOD-
LING, because he has forgotten more
about education in America than most
of us will ever know. And, of course, by
virtue of his service on the Committee
on Education and the Workforce, his
becoming chairman of the committee,
he has been in a position to do so many
good things for America, for Pennsyl-
vania, and for his own congressional
district.

It is a great honor to salute BILL. In
his first election, he was elected with
only 51 percent of the vote, a very, very
tight election. But in his 13 straight
terms, which | might emphasize is the
longest tenure for the 19th district in
this century, he typically now captures
about 70 percent of the vote.

He served on the Committee on Edu-
cation and the Workforce since his first
term, becoming the ranking member in
1990, and chairman in 1994. He served
with great distinction on the Com-
mittee on International Relations, as
well as on the House Permanent Select
Committee where | had the great privi-
lege of serving as both a member and
as the ranking member. He also served
on the House Budget Committee.

Mr. Speaker, | think perhaps he and
| feel the same about the Committee on
the Budget. | had the privilege of serv-
ing on that committee as well, and it is
sort of like the story about the two
happiest days in a boat owner’s life:
the day he buys his boat and the day he
sells his boat. It was a great privilege
to serve on the Committee on the
Budget and learn so much, but after
being put through that wringer for 6
years, getting off of it was not exactly
a negative experience.

BiLL has been married to his wife,
Hilda, forever. She’s a wonderful lady.
A wonderful lady. Two children, Todd,
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