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The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. OSE).

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
September 27, 2000.

I hereby appoint the Honorable DouG OsE
to act as Speaker pro tempore on this day.

J. DENNIS HASTERT,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

PRAYER

The Reverend Michael Caridi, Mary,
Mother of the Church, Charleroi, Penn-
sylvania, offered the following prayer:

God of Abraham, lIsaac and Jacob,
Father of our Lord, Jesus Christ, as
this venerable assembly of representa-
tives convenes this day to offer guid-
ance and leadership to our Nation, we
beseech Your divine presence among us
and ask You to send Your blessings
upon these men and women who so gen-
erously devote themselves to helping
and serving others.

We ask that, prompted by Your Spir-
it, they will make decisions that fur-
ther the ideals upon which this Nation
was founded, decisions which respect
the inherent dignity of every human
being residing within our borders, irre-
spective of age, race, creed or social
class.

May their work this day be pleasing
in Your sight and may it bring about
an increase of peace, justice and pros-
perity, not only in our own land, but
throughout the whole world. Amen.

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
MAscAaRA) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. MASCARA led the Pledge of Al-
legiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Mr.
Lundregan, one of its clerks, an-
nounced that the Senate has passed
without amendment a bill and a joint
resolution of the House of the following
titles:

H.R. 4700. An act to grant the consent of
the Congress to the Kansas and Missouri
Metropolitan Culture District Compact.

H.J. Res. 72. Joint resolution granting the
consent of the Congress to the Red River
Boundary Compact.

The message also announced that the
Senate has passed bills of the following
titles in which the concurrence of the
House is requested:

S. 1658. An act to authorize the construc-
tion of a Reconciliation Place in Fort Pierre,
South Dakota, and for other purposes.

S. 1865. An act to provide grants to estab-
lish demonstration mental health courts.

S. 1929. An act to amend the Native Hawai-
ian Health Care Improvement Act to revise
and extend such Act.

S. 2272. An act to improve the administra-
tive efficiency and effectiveness of the Na-
tion’s abuse and neglect courts and for other
purposes consistent with the Adoption and
Safe Families Act of 1997.

WELCOME TO FATHER MICHAEL
CARIDI, MARY, MOTHER OF THE
CHURCH, CHARLEROI, PENNSYL-
VANIA

(Mr. MASCARA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MASCARA. Mr. Speaker, | would
like to welcome Father Michael Caridi
of Mary, Mother of the Church, in
Charleroi, Pennsylvania, and his broth-
ers, Gregory and Jamie Caridi, to our
Nation’s Capital.

Thank you, Father Michael, for your
inspiring prayer. I am sure it will be
comforting to all of us as we proceed
with our legislative business today.

I would also like to extend a special
greeting to Father David Dzermejko,
pastor of Mary, Mother of the Church.
Father David also served as a guest
chaplain here several years ago.

I would also like to thank the House
chaplain, Father Daniel Coughlin, for
making the arrangements for Father
Michael’s visit.

Father David and Father Michael
have been true spiritual leaders of our
parish.

I wish to extend my best wishes to
the parish family in Charleroi. Be as-
sured, be assured, that | will take good
care of Father Michael during his visit
to Washington, DC.

VIGIL FOR CAPTAIN NATHAN
PECHACEK, LAS VEGAS FIRE DE-
PARTMENT

(Mr. GIBBONS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GIBBONS. Mr. Speaker, it is
often known that in times of crisis,
family and friends join together to sup-
port one another, and today that is ex-
actly what is happening in Las Vegas,
Nevada, for Captain Nathan Pechacek
of the Las Vegas Fire Department.
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Earlier this week Captain Pechacek
was seriously injured as his car was
crushed and knocked on to its side by
a drunk driver. Within minutes, fire
fighters from Pechacek’s own station
arrived on the scene to rescue the in-
jured driver from the wreck, not even
knowing at first that the injured driver
was their own captain.

Now, Captain Pechacek’s fellow fire-
fighters are keeping a vigil at the hos-
pital, during which they have orga-
nized a blood drive to help him and
others and volunteered to help Captain
Pechecek’s son with his homework in
his father’s absence.

We all wish Captain Pechacek a full
and speedy recovery and his family
strength during this difficult time. And
to all those Las Vegas firefighters, we
commend you on your heroism and loy-
alty.

Finally, 1 would like to end with a
comment made by Las Vegas Fire Chief
Mario Trevino. He said that they ‘‘al-
ways treat an accident like it was our
mother or father or sister or brother.
This time it really was.”

JOHN LENNON MURDERER WANTS
FREEDOM

(Mr. TRAFICANT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Speaker, John
Lennon’s murderer says he should be
set free, and even John Lennon, who
was a liberal, would agree he should be
set free.

Think about it. Chapman said, ‘“My
mental illness is over. I am eating, |
am breathing, I am even singing and
playing the guitar.”

Now, if that is not enough to throw
up, let us remember Chapman’s testi-
mony. ‘Il asked Lennon for his auto-
graph. He gave it to me. It was a ploy.
I killed him. It was not his signature |
wanted, | wanted his life.”

Beam me up. Mark Chapman deserves
an electric chair, not an electric gui-
tar.

| yield back the fact that America,
that tolerates murderers like Mark
Chapman, is an America that promotes
and tolerates more murderers.

| yield back the life of John Lennon.

COMMENDING DR. CARLOTTA MO-
RALES, PRINCIPAL OF SAINT AG-
ATHA CATHOLIC SCHOOL, MIAMI,
FLORIDA

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, |
am honored to commend Dr. Carlotta
Morales, the Principal of Saint Agatha
Catholic School in my hometown of
Miami.

Through her hard work and dedica-
tion, Dr. Morales has upgraded her
school’s facilities, advanced the edu-
cation of her students, and improved
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the relationship between students, fac-
ulty and parents.

Dr. Morales has shown us what can
be achieved with a positive attitude
and a firm belief in self-reliance.

For her wonderful leadership in both
her school and our community, Dr. Mo-
rales has been honored by both the Na-
tional Association of Elementary
School Principals and the Department
of Education by being named one of
this year’s national distinguished prin-
cipals.

Through her work, Dr. Morales dem-
onstrates that our children are our Na-
tion’s most important assets, and her
fine work on behalf of South Florida’s
youngsters is a shining example to be
followed by educators everywhere.

I ask my colleagues to join me in
congratulating Dr. Carlotta Morales as
she continues her wonderful work at
Saint Agatha Catholic school in
Miami.

INTERNATIONAL CHILD
ABDUCTION

(Mr. LAMPSON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAMPSON. Mr. Speaker, today I
continue in my effort to bring to this
House’s attention my deepest concern
for American families destroyed by
cases of international child abduction.
Since February | have been coming to
the floor to tell the stories of the over
10,000 American children who have been
abducted abroad.

Today 1 will tell the story of Ms.
lldiko Gerbatsch and her two daugh-
ters, Naomi, who is 13, and her younger
sister, Isabelle, who is now 10.

In the summer of 1977, Naomi and
Isabelle visited their father in Ger-
many. The parents had divorced in
1994, and Ms. Gerbatsch had complied
with the California Superior Court’s
decision allowing the father visitation
rights. At the end of the children’s vis-
iting time, the father failed to return
the children to their mother in the
United States.

To this date and after 3 years of legal
disputes costing close to $100,000 in
legal fees, the mother now has full cus-
tody of both children, but only on
paper. Ms. Gerbatsch has only been al-
lowed to visit with Naomi and Isabelle
on three occasions. She has been mis-
treated by the German courts, who
have failed to comply with the Hague
Treaty.

Mr. Speaker, | come back to the floor
for these daily one minutes because |
care about families and reuniting chil-
dren and parents. Let us make it our
duty to place pressure on the countries
that are the Hague signatories and who
choose not to abide by the Hague Trea-
ty.

I urge my colleagues to join me in
spreading the message and taking a re-
sponsible role in bringing our children
home.
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VICE PRESIDENT AND MARRIAGE
PENALTY TAX RELIEF

(Mr. ARMEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ARMEY. Mr. Speaker, Vice
President AL GORE, who once claimed
he invented the Internet, now has an
equally incredible claim, that he will
get rid of the marriage penalty. The
marriage penalty forces married cou-
ples to pay higher taxes than they
would if they were single. Simply put,
the marriage penalty is a tax on mar-
riage.

The Vice President’s proposal does
not repeal the marriage penalty for all
marriage penalty victims. The Vice
President’s plan only helps couples who
take the standard deduction. That
means that you would only get the
marriage penalty reduction if you do
not itemize your taxes.

In other words, under the Vice Presi-
dent’s scheme, you will not get one
penny of marriage penalty tax relief if
you own a home and deduct your mort-
gage interest, if you donate to your
church and other charities and deduct
your contributions, if you own prop-
erty and deduct your real estate or
property taxes, if you deduct your
State and local income taxes, if your
spouse or child is ill and you deduct
skyrocketing medical bills, or if you
work at home and deduct the cost of
your home office.

No one, Mr. Speaker, should be sub-
jected to higher taxes simply because
they are married. Taxing marriage is
wrong. It is wrong whether a couple
itemizes their taxes or not.

Mr. Speaker, | ask the American peo-
ple, e-mail Vice President GORE, tell
him to get it right. He did so well on
the Internet, he should be able to do so
well on the marriage penalty.

THE SURPLUS AND MEDICARE

(Mr. McCDERMOTT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, this
week we have had some interesting
events. We were treated to a video cov-
erage of Mr. Bush, Governor Bush, who
is running for the Presidency, who was
saying what a wonderful set of cuts
were made in 1997 on Medicare, the
Gingrich proposal to produce $270 bil-
lion that could be used for $270 billion
worth of tax cuts.

Now we have the majority leader
talking here about the marriage tax
penalty. Why did they not do it in 1997?
Well, they had some other rich folks
they wanted to take care of before they
got to the middle class folks in this
country.

Tomorrow in the Committee on Ways
and Means, for the third time, we are
going to go back and shovel money
back into the Medicare plan that was
taken out in 1997. They are going to
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