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they directly participate in the deci-
sion. Even then, defendants could not
be required to pay punitive damages
unless they showed a willful and wan-
ton disregard for the rights or safety of
the patients.

Another concern about our bill was
whether it would affect the ability of
health plans to maintain uniformity in
different States. Some of the busi-
nesses that have business in many dif-
ferent States were concerned about
this. Our new draft only subjects plans
to State law when they make medical
decisions that result in harm. So it
does not affect the ability of a business
to offer a uniform benefits package and
be outside of State law as it relates to
that benefits package.

This discussion draft that we have
will allow Republican Senators who
have voted against the Norwood-Din-
gell-Ganske bill to vote for a real pa-
tient protection bill. | sincerely hope
that they take that opportunity. It
would make a tremendously positive
difference for our country. Mr. Speak-
er, to be quite frank, it probably would
help the HMO industry too, because all
of these cartoons and jokes that we
hear about are not a good thing for
that industry. But if we had a fair proc-
ess in place so that if one has a dispute
with one’s HMO, one would have a fair
process to get that taken care of, and
one would know that at the end of the
day, if one did not agree with the com-
pany, we would have an independent
panel to review it where the decision
would be binding on the company.

| say to my colleagues, that would
not increase lawsuits, that would de-
crease lawsuits. That would help pre-
vent injuries or deaths from happening.
I honestly think that that would be
beneficial to the industry itself, be-
cause boy, they have got a real prob-
lem that in my opinion some of them
really deserve.

So, Mr. Speaker, 1 am coming to an
end here. | think that there are some
ways where some common sense could
help with the prescription drug prob-
lem, not just for senior citizens, but for
everyone in terms of helping bring
down the cost of prescription drugs. |
think as we look at in the next week or
so ways to help with some reimburse-
ment issues for Medicare, we should be
very careful about rewarding HMOs
who, in many cases, are ripping off the
system; and we should focus those dol-
lars on the real areas that need to be
fixed.

Finally, we have about 3 weeks, by
my estimate, left here in Congress to
get something done. The way it stands
right now, if the Republican Senators
who have voted for the Norwood-Din-
gell-Ganske bill, Senators MCcCAIN,
FITZGERALD, CHAFEE, and SPECTER, will
stick to their past votes, they have al-
ready voted twice for real patient pro-
tection, if those Republican Senators
will stick with their past votes, then if
all of the Senators show up and we vote
on that again, we have a 50-50 tie and
Vice President GORE comes in and
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breaks the tie, and we will have signed
into law a real Patients’ Bill of Rights.

However, we have an alternative. The
alternative is to look at this com-
promise language, to get some addi-
tional Republican support for this com-
promise language. We can add some
important aspects of access to health
care to that, some areas of real com-
promise with the Democrats, whether
it is in the area of 100 percent deduct-
ibility for the self-employed or some
additional tax credits for small busi-
nesses that offer health insurance, or
even in the context of an overall agree-
ment, maybe even an extension of med-
ical savings accounts.

Mr. Speaker, there is a desire to get
this done. That is why we have come
up with this new compromise language.
We do not want to put Republican
Members of the Senate in a box and
ask them to change their vote. That is
why our compromise solution is there,
so that they can come on board to a
good piece of legislation, we can get
this signed into law, and then we can
go back to our voters in November and
say, we have overcome a $100 million
effort by a special interest group to
keep the special protection that no
other American business has. We are
doing something in a truly bipartisan
fashion so that our citizens back home
in their time of need, when they really
need to have their health insurance
work for them, health insurance that
they have spent a lot of money on,
when they really need it, it will be
there, and they can have confidence in
being treated fairly.

That, Mr. Speaker, is what this is
about. It is a big opportunity. | urge
my colleagues on both sides of the aisle
to take it.

REPORT ON RESOLUTION WAIVING
REQUIREMENT OF CLAUSE 6(a)
OF RULE XIIl WITH RESPECT TO
CONSIDERATION OF CERTAIN
RESOLUTIONS

Mr. DREIER (during special order of
Mr. GANSKE), from the Committee on
Rules, submitted a privileged report
(Rept. No. 106-882) on the resolution (H.
Res. 586) waiving a requirement of
clause 6(a) of rule XIIl with respect to
consideration of certain resolutions re-
ported from the Committee on Rules,
which was referred to the House Cal-
endar and ordered to be printed.
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HOUR OF MEETING ON FRIDAY,
SEPTEMBER 22, 2000

Mr. GANSKE. Mr. Speaker, | ask
unanimous consent that when the
House adjourns today, it adjourn to
meet at noon tomorrow.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BRADY of Texas). Is there objection to
the request of the gentleman from
lowa?

There was no objection.
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DISPENSING WITH CALENDAR
WEDNESDAY BUSINESS ON
WEDNESDAY NEXT
Mr. GANSKE. Mr. Speaker, | ask

unanimous consent that the business
in order under the Calendar Wednesday
rule be dispensed with on Wednesday
next.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from lowa?

There was no objection.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida (at the re-
quest of Mr. GEPHARDT) for today and
the balance of the week on account of
personal business.

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. McCNuULTY) to revise and
extend their remarks and include ex-
traneous material:)

Mr. BROWN of Ohio, for 5 minutes,
today.

Mr. STRICKLAND, for 5 minutes,
today.

Ms. NORTON, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. UNDERWOOD, for 5 minutes, today.

Mrs. MINK of Hawaii, for 5 minutes,
today.

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas,
for 5 minutes, today.

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. FOLEY) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:)

Mr. Goss, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. CANADY of Florida, for 5 minutes,

today.

Mr. FOLEY, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. SCARBOROUGH, for 5 minutes,
today.

Mr. PICKERING, for 5 minutes, today.

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. GANSKE. Mr. Speaker, | move
that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 5 o’clock and 16 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until tomorrow, Fri-
day, September 22, 2000, at noon.

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 8 of rule XIlI, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

10188. A letter from the Associate Adminis-
trator, Department of Agriculture,
Agricultral Marketing Service, Fruit and
Vegetable Programs, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule—Oranges, Grapefruit,
Tangerines, and Tangelos Grown in Florida;
Limiting the Volume of Small Red Seedless
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Grapefruit [Docket No. FV00-905-4 IFR] re-
ceived September 18, 2000, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Ag-
riculture.

10189. A letter from the Associate Adminis-
trator, Department of Agriculture, Agricul-
tural Marketing Service, Fruit and Vege-
table Programs, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule—Cranberries Grown in the
States of Massachuetts, et al., Temporary
Suspensions of Provisions in the Rules and
Regulations [Docket No. FV00-929-6 IFR] re-
ceived September 15, 2000, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Ag-
riculture.

10190. A letter from the Congressional Re-
view Coordinator, Department of Agri-
culture, Animal and Plant Health Inspection
Service, transmitting the Department’s final
rule—Importation of Animal Semen [Docket
No. 99-023-2] received September 15, 2000,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture.

10191. A letter from the Congressional Re-
view Coordinator, Department of Agriculture
Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service,
transmitting the Department’s final rule—
Change in Disease Status of East Anglia Be-
cause of Hog Cholera [Docket No. 00-080-1]
received September 15, 2000, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Ag-
riculture.

10192. A letter from the Attorney Advisor,
Department of Transportation, NHTSA,
transmitting the Department’s final rule—
Insurer Reporting Requirements; List of In-
sures [Docket No. 2000-001; Notice 02] (RIN:
2127-AHT77) received August 14, 2000, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Commerce.

10193. A letter from the Attorney Advisor,
Department of Transportation, NHTSA,
transmitting the Department’s final rule—
Insurer Reporting Requirements; List of In-
surers Required to File Reports [Docket No.
99-001; Notice 02] (RIN: 2127-AH62) received
August 14, 2000, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Commerce.

10194. A letter from the Special Assistant
to the Bureau Chief, Mass Media Bureau,
Federal Communications Commission, trans-
mitting the Commission’s final rule—
Amendment of Section 73.622(b), Table of Al-
lotments, Digital Television Broadcast Sta-
tions. (Monroe, Louisiana) [MM Docket No.
99-295; RM-9660] received September 18, 2000,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Commerce.

10195. A letter from the Special Assistant
to the Chief, Mass Media Bureau, Federal
Communications Commission, transmitting
the Commission’s final rule—Amendment of
Section 73.202(b), FM Table of Allotments,
FM Broadcast Stations. (Hudson and Ten
Sleep, Wyoming) [MM Docket No. 98-97; RM-
9287; RM-9609] received September 18, 2000,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Commerce.

10196. A letter from the Special Assistant
to the Chief, Mass Media Bureau, Federal
Communications Commission, transmitting
the Commission’s final rule—Amendment of
Section 73.202(b), FM Tables of Allotments,
FM Broadcast Stations. (Hanna and Baggs,
Wyoming) [MM Docket No. 98-89; RM-9279;
RM-9670] received September 18, 2000, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee
on Commerce.

10197. A letter from the Special Assistant
to the Chief, Mass Media Bureau, Federal
Communications Commission, transmitting
the Commission’s final rule—Amendment of
Section 73.202(b), FM Table of Allotments,
FM Broadcast Stations. (Wright and
Clearmont, Wyoming) [MM Docket No. 98-88;
RM-9285; RM-9654] received September 18,
2000, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Commerce.
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10198. A letter from the Special Assistant,
Mass Media Bureau, Federal Communica-
tions Commission, transmitting the Com-
mission’s final rule—Amendment of Section
73.202(b), Table of Allotments, FM Broadcast
Stations (Red Lodge and Joilet, Montana)
[MM Docket No. 00-24; RM-9781] received
September 18, 2000, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Commerce.

10199. A letter from the Special Assistant,
Mass Media Bureau, Federal Communica-
tions Commission, transmitting the Com-
mission’s final rule—Amendment of Section
73.202(b), Table of Allotments, FM Broadcast
Stations. (Mertzon, Texas) [MM Docket No.
99-356; RM-9779] (Big Pine Key, Florida) [MM
Docket No. 00-29; RM-9821] received Sep-
tember 18, 2000, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Commerce.

10200. A letter from the Special Assistant
to the Bueau Chief, Mass Media Bureau, Fed-
eral Communications Commission, transmit-
ting the Commissions’s final rule—Amend-
ment of Section 73.202(b), Table of Allot-
ments, FM Broadcast Stations. (Buckhannon
and Burnsville, West Virginia) [MM Docket
No. 98-34] September 18, 2000, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Commerce.

10201. A letter from the Special Assistant
to the Bureau Chief, Mass Media Bureau,
Federal Communications Commission, trans-
mitting the Commission’s final rule—
Amendment of Section 73.202(b), Table of Al-
lotments, FM Broadcast Stations.
(Blackduck and Kelliher, Minnesota) [MM
Docket No. 99-78, RM-9487, RM-9646] received
September 18, 2000, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Commerce.

10202. A letter from the Special Assistant
to the Chief, Mass Media Bureau, Federal
Communications Commissions, transmitting
the Commission’s final rule—Amendment of
Section 73.202(b), FM Table of Allotments,
FM Broadcast Stations. (Casper, Guernsey,
Lusk, and Sinclair, Wyoming) [MM Docket
No. 98-59] received September 18, 2000, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee
on Commerce.

10203. A letter from the Acting Director,
Defense Security Cooperation Agency, trans-
mitting Proposed lease of defense articles to
the United Arab Emirates, pursuant to 22
U.S.C. 2796a(a); to the Committee on Inter-
national Relations.

10204. A letter from the Director, Office of
Personnel Management, transmitting the Of-
fice’s final rule—Prevailing Rate Systems;
Abolishment of the St. Louis, MO, Special
Wage Schedule for Printing Positions (RIN:
3206-AJ24) received September 14, 2000, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Government Reform.

10205. A letter from the Director, The
Peace Corps, transmitting a report on the
Peace Corps’ Annual Performance Report; to
the Committee on Government Reform.

10206. A letter from the Chairman, Federal
Election Commission, transmitting the Com-
mission’s final rule—Explanation and Jus-
tification for revised Forms 1, 1M, 2, 3, 3X,
3P, 4, 5, 6 and 8, Regarding Electronic Filing,
State Filing Waivers and Election Cycle Re-
porting by Authorized Committees—received
September 15, 2000, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on House Ad-
ministration.

10207. A letter from the Director, U.S. Geo-
logical Survey, Department of the Interior,
transmitting a copy of draft legislation enti-
tled, ““United States Geological Survey Prod-
ucts and Services Act’’; to the Committee on
Resources.

10208. A letter from the Assistant Sec-
retary for Legislative Affairs, Department of
the State, transmitting notification of the
designation of the Islamic Movement of
Uzbekistan (IMU) as a ‘“‘foreign terrorist or-
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ganization” within the meaning of the
amended Section 219 of the Immigration and
Nationality Act; to the Committee on the
Judiciary.

10209. A letter from the Under Secretary of
Commerence, Intellectual Property, Depart-
ment of Commerce, U.S Patent and Trade-
mark Office, transmitting the Department’s
final rule—Simplification of Certain Re-
quirements in Patent Interference Practice
(RIN: 0651-AB15) received September 15, 2000,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

10210. A letter from the Assistant Attorney
General, Department of Justice, transmit-
ting a report outlining the experience and ef-
fects of grants administered by the Office of
Community Oriented Policing Services
(COPS) between the years 1994 and 2000; to
the Committee on the Judiciary.

10211. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Transportation, transmitting a re-
port on the National Bicycle Safety Edu-
cation Curriculum; to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

10212. A letter from the Program Assistant,
FAA, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule—Air-
worthiness Directives; Bell Helicopter Tex-
tron, Inc. Model 412, 412EP, and 412CF Heli-
copters [Docket No. 2000-SW-29-AD; Amend-
ment 39-11894; AD 2000-18-09] (RIN: 2120-
AAG64) received September 15, 2000, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

10213. A letter from the Chief Counsel, Bu-
reau of the Public Debt, Department of
Treasury, transmitting the Department’s
final rule—Government Securities: Call for
Large Position Reports—received September
14, 2000, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to
the Committee on Ways and Means.

10214. A letter from the United States
Trade Representative, Executive Office of
the President, transmitting notification of
the pending accession to the World Trade Or-
ganization of the Sultanate of Oman; to the
Committee on Ways and Means.

10215. A letter from the Chief, Regulations
Unit, Internal Revenue Service, transmitting
the Service’s final rule—Like-Kind Ex-
changes (‘“‘parking” arrangements) [Rev.
Proc. 2000-37] received September 15, 2000,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means.

10216. A letter from the Chief, Regulations
Unit, Internal Revenue Service, transmitting
the Service’s final rule—Distributor Com-
missions [Revenue Procedure 2000-38] re-
ceived September 15, 2000, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Ways and Means.

10217. A letter from the Chief, Regulations
Unit, Internal Revenue Service, transmitting
the Service’s final rule—Toll-Free Numbers
for Appeals Officer (Customer Service/Out-
reach) Program—received September 15, 2000,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means.

10218. A letter from the Secretary of Agri-
culture, transmitting a draft bill entitled,
““Conversion of Non-Federal Farm Service
Agency County Committee Employees to
Federal Civil Service Status’; jointly to the
Committees on Agriculture and Government
Reform.

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XIlII, reports of
committees were delivered to the Clerk
for printing and reference to the proper
calendar, as follows:

Mr. SENSENBRENNER: Committee on
Science. H.R. 2413. A bill to amend the Na-
tional Institute of Standards and Technology
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