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distributed among the coast are of sub-
stantial commercial, recreational, en-
vironment importance and economic
benefit to the Atlantic States and our
Nation.

Unfortunately, proper management
of these species is often hampered by
the fact that no single government en-
tity has exclusive authority over them.
Because of this, harvest and manage-
ment of the Atlantic coastal resources
has historically been subject to dis-
parate, inconsistent, and intermittent
State and Federal regulations.

To help address this complication,
Congress passed the Atlantic Coastal
Fisheries Cooperative Management Act
since 1993.

Since its inception, Mr. Speaker, this
law has been an effective mechanism
for supporting and encouraging the de-
velopment, implementation, and en-
forcement of effective interstate con-
servation and management measures
for the Atlantic coastal fishery re-
sources.

| fully support the reauthorization of
the Atlantic Coastal Fisheries Cooper-
ative Management Act. | urge my col-
leagues to support this important leg-
islation.

Mr. Speaker, | thank the gentleman
for his authorship of this legislation.

Mr. Speaker, | reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. SAXTON. Mr. Speaker, | yield
myself such time as | may consume.

Mr. Speaker, | have no further speak-
ers; but | would just like to say in con-
clusion, | would like to thank the gen-
tleman from American Samoa (Mr.
FALEOMAVAEGA) for his cooperation. It
makes one feel very good to have the
kind of bipartisan cooperation that we
have had on this and many other bills
in our subcommittee. So | thank the
gentleman for his cooperation.

Mr. Speaker, | yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
I yield myself such time as | may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, in my capacity as the
ranking Democrat of the Sub-
committee on Fisheries and Oceans and
Wildlife and Refuge, | also want to cer-
tainly compliment my good friend, the
chairman of our subcommittee, for his
leadership and for the cooperative way
that we have worked closely for the
past 2 years since my membership in
that capacity in this subcommittee.
Again, | thank my good friend for
working together and cooperatively on
this legislation.

Mr. Speaker, | have no further speak-
er, and | yield back the balance of my
time.

Mr. SAXTON. Mr. Speaker, | yield
back the balance of my time.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The

question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
SAXTON) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 4840, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
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the rules were suspended and the bill,
as amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

EXPLORATION OF THE SEAS ACT

Mr. SAXTON. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 2090) to direct the Secretary of
Commerce to contract with the Na-
tional Academy of Sciences to estab-
lish the Coordinated Oceanographic
Program Advisory Panel to report to
the Congress on the feasibility and so-
cial value of a coordinated oceanog-
raphy program, as amended.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 2090

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘““Exploration of
the Seas Act”’.
SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress finds the following:

(1) During the past 100 years, scientists work-
ing with marine fossils, both underwater and
high in the mountains, have traced the origins
of life on Earth to the sea, beginning approxi-
mately 3 billion years ago. Today, life on our
planet remains dependent on the vitality of the
sea.

(2) More than two-thirds of the Earth’s sur-
face is covered by water, with oceans and in-
land seas accounting for almost 140 million
square miles.

(3) The United Nations forecasts a worldwide
population of 8.9 billion by the year 2050, a 50
percent increase from 5.9 billion in 1999. As this
trend in population growth continues, increas-
ing demands will be placed on ocean and coastal
resources, not only as a result of population
growth in coastal regions, but also from the
need to harvest increasing amounts of marine
life as a source of food to satisfy world protein
requirements, and from the mining of energy-
producing materials from offshore resource de-
posits.

(4) The ocean remains one of the Earth’s last
unexplored frontiers. It has stirred our imagina-
tions over the millennia, led to the discovery of
new lands, immense mineral deposits, and res-
ervoirs of other resources, and produced star-
tling scientific findings. Recognizing the impor-
tance of the marine environment, the need for
scientific exploration to expand our knowledge
of the world’s oceans is crucial if we are to en-
sure that the marine environment will be man-
aged sustainably.

(5) The seas possess enormous economic and
environmental importance. Some ocean re-
sources, such as fisheries and minerals, are well
recognized. Oil use has increased dramatically
in recent times, and the sea bed holds large de-
posits of largely undiscovered reserves. Other
ocean resources offer promise for the future. In
addition to fossil fuels, the ocean floor contains
deposits of gravel, sand, manganese crusts and
nodules, tin, gold, and diamonds. Marine min-
eral resources are extensive, yet poorly under-
stood.

(6) The oceans also offer rich untapped poten-
tial for medications. Marine plants and animals
possess inestimable potential in the treatment of
human illnesses. Coral reefs, sometimes de-
scribed as the rain forests of the sea, contain
uncommon chemicals that may be used to fight
diseases for which scientists have not yet found
a cure, such as cancer, acquired immuno-
deficiency syndrome (AIDS), and diabetes.
While the number of new chemical compounds
that can be derived from land based plants and
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microbial fermentation is limited, scientists have
only just begun to explore the sea’s vast molec-
ular potential.

(7) In spite of the development of new tech-
nologies, comparatively little of the ocean has
been studied. The leadership role of the United
States has been eroded by a gradual decrease in
funding support, even while public opinion sur-
veys indicate that ocean exploration is at least
as important as space exploration.

(8) The National Academy of Sciences has the
means by which to study and make determina-
tions regarding the adoption and establishment
of a coordinated oceanography program for the
exploration of the seas, in which the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration could
participate in a role similar to that of the Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space Administration
with regard to the International Space Station.
SEC. 3. COORDINATED OCEANOGRAPHIC PRO-

GRAM ADVISORY PANEL.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 60 days after
the date of enactment of this Act and subject to
the availability of appropriations, the Secretary
of Commerce shall contract with the National
Academy of Sciences to establish the Coordi-
nated Oceanography Program Advisory Panel
(in this Act referred to as the ‘“‘Panel’’), com-
prised of experts in ocean studies, including in-
dividuals with academic experience in oceanog-
raphy, marine biology, marine geology, ich-
thyology, and ocean related economics.

(b) CHAIRPERSON AND VICE CHAIRPERSON.—
The Panel shall elect a chairperson and a vice-
chairperson.

(c) TERMINATION.—The Panel shall cease to
exist 30 days after submitting its final report
and recommendations pursuant to section 4.
SEC. 4. REPORT AND RECOMMENDATIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—No later than 18 months
after its establishment, the Panel shall report to
the Committee on Resources of the House of
Representatives and the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation of the Sen-
ate on the feasibility and social value of a co-
ordinated oceanography program. In preparing
its report, the Panel shall examine existing
oceanographic efforts and the level of coordina-
tion or cooperation between and among partici-
pating countries and institutions.

(b) INTERNATIONAL WORKSHOP.—To0 assist in
making its feasibility determination under sub-
section (a), the Panel shall convene an inter-
national workshop with participation from in-
terested nations and a broad range of persons
representing scientists, engineers, policy makers,
regulators, industry, and other interested par-
ties.

(c) FINAL REPORT.—The Panel shall include
in its final report recommendations for a na-
tional oceans exploration strategy, which will—

(1) define objectives and priorities, and note
important scientific, historic, and cultural sites;

(2) promote collaboration among research or-
ganizations;

(3) examine the potential for new ocean explo-
ration technologies;

(4) describe those areas of study in which na-
tional or international oceanographic coopera-
tion is currently being undertaken;

(5) identify areas of study in which knowledge
of the oceans is inadequate;

(6) ensure coordination with the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Ma-
rine Protected Area Center;

(7) ensure that newly discovered organisms
with medicinal or commercial potential are iden-
tified for possible research and development;
and

(8) identify countries and organizations that
would be likely to participate in a coordinated
oceanography program.

(d) IMPLEMENTATION.—If the Panel determines
that a coordinated oceanography program is
feasible and has significant value for advancing
mankind’s knowledge of the ocean, the Panel
shall include in its final report recommendations
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for implementing such program, including rec-
ommendations regarding—

(1) the institutional arrangements, treaties, or
laws necessary to implement a coordinated
oceanography program;

(2) the methods and incentives needed to se-
cure cooperation and commitments from partici-
pating nations to ensure that the benefit that
each nation that is a party to any international
agreement establishing a coordinated oceanog-
raphy program receives is contingent upon meet-
ing the nation’s obligations (financial and oth-
erwise) under such an agreement;

(3) the costs associated with establishing a co-
ordinated oceanography program;

(4) the types of undersea vehicles, ships, ob-
serving systems, or other equipment that would
be necessary to operate a coordinated oceanog-
raphy program; and

(5) how utilization of aboriginal observational
data and other historical information may be
best incorporated into a coordinated oceanog-
raphy program.

SEC. 5. OBTAINING DATA.

Subject to national security restrictions, the
Panel may obtain from any department or agen-
cy of the United States information necessary to
enable it to carry out this Act. Upon request of
the chairperson of the Panel, the head of any
department or agency shall furnish that infor-
mation at no cost to the Panel.

SEC. 6. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

There are authorized to be appropriated for
the purposes of carrying out this Act, and to re-
main available until expended, $1,500,000.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New Jersey (Mr. SAXTON) and the gen-
tleman from American Samoa (Mr.
FALEOMAVAEGA) each will control 20
minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New Jersey (Mr. SAXTON).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SAXTON. Mr. Speaker, | ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and to include extraneous mate-
rial on H.R. 2090.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey?

There was no objection.

Mr. SAXTON. Mr. Speaker, | yield
myself such time as | may consume.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 2090 requires the
Secretary of Commerce to contract
with the National Academy of Sciences
to establish a Coordinated Oceano-
graphic Program Advisory Panel. The
Panel will submit a report to Congress
on the feasibility and social value of a

coordinated international oceanog-
raphy program.
Recent technical advances have

given us the ability to fully explore the
world’s oceans.
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As an example, in the district that |
am privileged to represent, a project in
Tuckerton, New Jersey, called the
Long-term Ecological Observatory,
better known to us at home as FEO-15,
measures ocean processes along the
New Jersey coast and in Little Egg
Harbor and Barnegat Bay. This legisla-
tion will enhance programs just like
FEO-15 for their success.

While there have been many tremen-
dous advances in oceanography tech-
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nology over the past 15 years, the
United States does not have yet a com-
prehensive plan for determining what
data needs to be collected or for inte-
grating that data into a usable system.

This bill, H.R. 2090, is a positive step
in moving this technology forward in
an efficient way; and | urge support of
the exploration. And I might say at
this point, Mr. Speaker, that | con-
gratulate the gentleman from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. GREENwoOD) for leading us
to the floor with this very important
piece of legislation.

Mr. Speaker, | reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
I yield myself such time as | may con-
sume.

(Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA asked and
was given permission to revise and ex-
tend his remarks.)

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
I again compliment and thank my good
friend, the chairman of the Sub-
committee on Fisheries Conservation,
Wildlife and Oceans for his manage-
ment of this legislation, and | do com-
mend the gentleman from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. GREENwWOOD) as the chief au-
thor of this legislation, H.R. 2090.

Mr. Speaker, the world’s oceans are
critical to human health, as well as the
vitality of our entire planet. The estab-
lishment of an advisory panel to exam-
ine the feasibility and value of a co-
ordinated domestic and international
oceanography program makes good
sense.

With this in mind, | do support the
principles and the provisions behind
the passage of the Exploration of the
Seas Act. | just have a little concern
about the relevance and the need of the
legislation, given the fact that earlier
this year we did pass the Oceans Act of
2000 which was passed by the Congress
and subsequently signed by the Presi-
dent on August 7 of this year.

This law already establishes a com-
mission to evaluate and make rec-
ommendations on oceans policy. And |
just thought that maybe there may be
a little duplication here, but on the
other hand | think on anything rel-
evant to the situation affecting the
oceans policies, where over the years
we really have not given really any
real substantive examination of this
very, very important issue, perhaps the
gentleman’s legislation will add on to
what we are sincerely trying to bring
about this real coordinated effort with
all the agencies involved between the
White House and especially with the
Congress so we can really look at a na-
tional oceans policy having the partici-
pation and coordination of all relevant
Federal agencies that should be a par-
ticipant in this effort. | just wanted to
express that concern.

I urge my colleagues to pass this leg-
islation.

Mr. Speaker, | reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. SAXTON. Mr. Speaker, | yield
myself such time as | may consume.

Mr. Speaker, | appreciate very much
the support of my friend from Amer-
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ican Samoa (Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA). |
would just like to comment, relative to
his concerns on duplication, obviously
the Oceans Act that we passed here a
short time ago is a very important act
because it essentially provides for an
opportunity to take a look at how
United States ocean policy is developed
and carried out. Obviously, the Strat-
ton Commission that was created in
the late 1960s and reported to the Con-
gress in 1969 provided an opportunity
for us to make some changes and estab-
lish a great organization known as the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration.

This bill differs in two ways. Number
one, it is international in scope, which
gives us the opportunity to cooperate
with, exchange information with, ex-
tract cooperative efforts from our
friends around the world who are also
engaged in various types of oceanog-
raphy studies and the development of
technology. | think that many of our
friends around the world recognize, as
we do, that there is a need for better
ocean stewardship, and to the extent
that we can cooperate with them
through programs like the one that we
are creating or moving to create here
today will be, I think, a great advan-
tage.

Secondly, the Oceans Act takes a
broad look at United States ocean pol-
icy, domestic policy. This act is a very
narrow focus on technology, and so |
think that is an important distinction
and one that mitigates for the impor-
tant passage of this bill.

Mr. Speaker, | yield such time as he
may consume to the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. GREENWOOD).

Mr. GREENWOOD. Mr. Speaker, |
thank the gentleman from New Jersey
(Mr. SAXTON) not only for yielding to
me but for all of his help in moving
this bill through the subcommittee, as
well as the minority ranking member.

Mr. Speaker, today | rise in strong
support of the Exploration of the Seas
Act, H.R. 2090, which is a necessary
step if mankind is ever to realize the
untapped potential of the world’s
oceans.

The Exploration of the Seas Act ac-
complishes this goal by directing the
Secretary of Commerce to contract
with the National Academy of Sciences
to establish a coordinated oceano-
graphic program advisory panel com-
prised of experts in ocean studies,
which will create a blueprint of how to
implement an international undersea
exploration effort.

A visitor to our solar system asked
to name the third planet from the sun
would most certainly not name it
Earth as early land-bound humans did,
but rather Oceania for the dominating
character of its seas. Seventy-five per-
cent of our planet’s surface and 95 per-
cent of its biosphere is ocean.

Life began in the sea, which is now
the home of somewhere between 10 and
100 million spectacularly diverse spe-
cies. Ninety-seven percent of the plan-
et’s water is in its oceans. The oceans
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are the engines for our terrestrial
weather patterns, the highway for
international trade. Fifteen percent of
the protein consumed by humans
comes from the sea.

Beneath the ocean floor lies unimagi-
nable quantities of oil, gas, coal, and
minerals. Marine plants and animals
possess inestimable biotechnological
potential in the treatment of human
illness. Coral reefs, sometimes de-
scribed as the rain forest of the sea,
contain uncommon chemicals that may
be used to fight diseases for which sci-
entists have not yet found a cure, such
as cancer, AIDS and diabetes.

While the number of new chemical
compounds that can be derived from
land-based plants and microbial fer-
mentation is limited, scientists have
only just begun to explore the sea’s
vast molecular potential.

The oceans are our source, our suste-
nance and the key to our future sur-
vival. But the capacity of the seas to
absorb our waste and fulfill our desires
is not without limit. Twenty percent of
the world’s coral reefs have been de-
stroyed, 20 percent and counting.
Oceans are the dumping grounds for
municipal trash, sewage and even nu-
clear waste. More than two-thirds of
the world’s marine fish stocks have
been fished beyond their maximum
productivity.

If our children’s children are to in-
herit the ocean’s bounty, we must
come to understand and manage it far
better than we do today; and | am con-
fident the Exploration of the Seas Act
will assist in achieving that goal.

I urge support of H.R. 2090. Mr.
Speaker, we spend billions of dollars in
outer space and NASA programs. | sup-
port that. | think it is fascinating that
the Russians and Americans have
achieved such amazing goals in our
space station, but by contrast we spend
pennies on explorations of our oceans.
And yet our survival as a species de-
pends on our oceans. This legislation
will begin the process by which | hope
the nations of the world, the great na-
tions of the world, can combine our ef-
forts and begin to devote the kind of
attention that we need to devote to our
oceans for our own survival and for the
betterment of our species.

I again thank the chairman of the
subcommittee and the ranking member
for all of their support.

Mr. SAXTON. Mr. Speaker, | yield
myself such time as | may consume.

Mr. Speaker, while the gentleman
was speaking, | thought back of all the
efforts that we have been involved in
together, Members of both parties, in
trying to address one of the issues that
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
GREENWOOD) just spoke of that namely
the ocean is not the kind of expanse
that can absorb our wastes for time un-
limited. And during the time that we
have been in the Congress, we have
stopped ocean sludge dumping. We have
been successful in passing the act to
make sure that people do not dump
medical waste in the ocean, which was
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so important to my district and the
beaches that | know the gentleman vis-
its in the summertime.

We have been successful in making
sure that chemical dumping is taken
care of in ways outside the ocean.

There is one burning issue off the
coast of New Jersey that the gen-
tleman and | love very much, that is
the shore that we love very much, and
that is that this administration is cur-
rently issuing permits to dump con-
taminated dredge spoils off Sandy
Hook. And these are the kinds of non-
thinking, bad ideas that we need to
avoid. The dumping of dredge spoils
with contaminants such as mercury
and lead and PCBs and other things
that are poisonous to the human body
and to the creatures that live in the
ocean is something that we need to pay
a lot more of attention to.

So while we have had some successes,
we have a long way to go. And this bill
creating an awareness and a study, a
further study of technologies about
what we can do and what we should not
do and what we cannot do to the ocean
environment, is extremely important.

Mr. GREENWOOD. Mr. Speaker, will
the gentleman yield?

Mr. SAXTON. | yield to the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania.

Mr. GREENWOOD. Mr. Speaker, once
again, | appreciate that.

As the gentleman pointed out, the
United States Congress has done a
great deal, particularly with the lead-
ership of the gentleman from New Jer-
sey (Mr. SAXTON), in reducing the pol-
lution that the United States adds to
the oceans in reducing the over exploi-
tation in which we engage. But the rest
of the world continues in many parts,
whether it is in India, or in China, in
Asia. The Russians have a very long
way to go, and that is why | think this
international cooperation is what is
really needed both to explore the
oceans and to protect them for the fu-
ture generations. And | thank the gen-
tleman again for all of his support

Mr. SAXTON. Mr. Speaker, | again
commend the gentleman for bringing
this very good and important legisla-
tion to the floor.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
I yield myself such time as | may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, again | want to com-
pliment and thank my good friend, the
gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
GREENWOOD), for his comments, espe-
cially as the author of this legislation,
and thank also the chairman of our
subcommittee for managing the bill
now before the floor.

I want to note also so many things
relative to oceans policy of our Nation.
| think our Nation is one of the few na-
tions, if we look at the geography
alone, are from the Atlantic coastal
States, the State of Florida in par-
ticular, the Gulf States and then the
entire Pacific coast. Probably no other
nation, in my opinion, has had this di-
rect exposure to the problems, whether
it be the Atlantic Ocean, the Gulf
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Stream, the areas relative to the Pa-
cific area where ocean policy needs to
be really firmly established as far as
our Nation is concerned. And | thank
the gentleman for bringing this legisla-
tion, hopefully, as a means of comple-
menting what we are trying to do with
other pieces of legislation.

I recall I recently attended a Con-
ference on Marine Debris; the billions
of dollars in costs for some of the
things that |1 had listened to rep-
resented from some 20 nations in the
Pacific region, and one of the things
that | noticed quite well was their re-
sponse in looking up to the leaders of
our Nation to take the leadership in
this effort because of the fact that we
do have the resources and, hopefully,
that we will commit such resources to
assist in this effort.

I do not know if our colleagues are
aware that every year we have to im-
port over $9 billion worth of fish from
other countries. My question is: Why
are we not producing enough of our
own domestic consumption demand of
fish in the States and in our own do-
mestic consumption needs?

The situation of ornamental fish, it
is about a $6 billion industry. The point
is that with the economics of all of this
dealing with fisheries, |1 do think we do
need to establish that policy. | thank
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
GREENwOOD) for this legislation and my
good friend, the gentleman from New
Jersey (Mr. SAXTON). | do urge my col-
leagues to support this legislation.

Mr. Speaker, | yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. SAXTON. Mr. Speaker, | yield
myself such time as | may consume.

Mr. Speaker, in closing, let me just
say that the gentleman’s help is very
much appreciated. We need to under-
stand issues like ocean dumping and
this bill provides the forum in which
we can look at the technology so that
we can better understand. | thought we
understood because we stopped dump-
ing ocean sludge, sewage sludge in the
ocean. We stopped dumping chemicals
in the ocean, but we still have this
burning problem of dumping contami-
nated dredge spoils in the ocean. It is a
practice which is unwarranted, and
this bill, hopefully, will provide an op-
portunity for the administration to un-
derstand that this is bad policy.

Mr. FARR of California. Mr. Speaker, | am
pleased to be a cosponsor of H.R. 2090, The
Exploration of the Seas Act. This bill requires
the Commerce Department to contract with
the National Academy of Sciences (NAS) to
establish an advisory panel to study the feasi-
bility and social value of creating a coordi-
nated international oceanographic exploration
and study program.

For too long crucial policy decisions regard-
ing the development and use of our oceans
and coastal regions have been made with too
little information. Two years ago, at my initi-
ation, President Clinton convened the first
ever National Ocean Conference in Monterey,
California. The purpose of the White House
conference was to bring national attention on
the need to protect and preserve our
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oceans—which cover 71 percent of the Earth’s
surface and are key to the life support system
for all creatures on our planet.

Following the National Ocean Conference, |
introduced the Oceans Act with several of my
colleagues. This bipartisan bill, which was
signed into law by the President on August 8,
2000, will create a national Oceans Commis-
sion to bring together ocean and coastal ex-
perts, policy makers, environmental groups,
and industry representatives to take a com-
prehensive look at our nation’s ocean and
coastal policies. In constant dollars, Federal
expenditures for ocean activities are about
one-third of what they were thirty years ago,
when Congress convened a similar commis-
sion that led to the creation of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.

This summer | co-chaired the Oceans Policy
Conference, to move beyond crisis manage-
ment to a policy that balances conservation
and development, with the guiding principles
of sustainability. It is vital that the United
States take the leadership in ensuring that the
oceans are protected so that the ocean bene-
fits we enjoy today will be available for future
generations. Sound science and careful explo-
ration will lay the groundwork for sustainable
use of existing ocean resources and future un-
tapped reserves.

The bill before us today, the Exploration of
the Seas Act, builds on the foundation laid by
my previous initiatives and those of other
Members to raise global awareness of the im-
portance of our oceans. For example, gas hy-
drates found in seabed floor deposits may be
the energy source of the future to replace tra-
ditional fossil fuels. Half of the pharma-
ceuticals under development to treat cancer
are derived from marine species. These two
examples alone adequately illustrate that now
is the time to explore the poorly understood
resources of the oceans, so we may be pre-
pared to wisely manage them in the future.

We know more about the surface of the
moon than the bottom of the oceans. H.R.
2090 remedies this situation by making an im-
portant step towards discovering the unknown
treasures hidden below the surface of the
ocean.

Mr. Speaker, | yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
QUINN). The question is on the motion
offered by the gentleman from New
Jersey (Mr. SAXTON) that the House
suspend the rules and pass the bill,
H.R. 2090, as amended.

The question was taken.

Mr. SAXTON. Mr. Speaker, on that |
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

O 1515

RED RIVER NATIONAL WILDLIFE
REFUGE ACT

Mr. SAXTON. Mr. Speaker, | move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 4318) to establish the Red River
National Wildlife Refuge, as amended.

The Clerk read as follows:
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H.R. 4318

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“Red River
National Wildlife Refuge Act”’.

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

The Congress finds the following:

(1) The area of Louisiana known as the Red
River Valley, located along the Red River
Waterway in Caddo, Bossier, Red River,
Natchitoches, and De Soto Parishes, is of
critical importance to over 350 species of
birds (including migratory and resident wa-
terfowl, shore birds, and neotropical migra-
tory birds), aquatic life, and a wide array of
other species associated with river basin eco-
systems.

(2) The bottomland hardwood forests of the
Red River Valley have been almost totally
cleared. Reforestation and restoration of na-
tive habitat will benefit a host of species.

(3) The Red River Valley is part of a major
continental migration corridor for migra-
tory birds funneling through the mid con-
tinent from as far north as the Arctic Circle
and as far south as South America.

(4) There are no significant public sanc-
tuaries for over 300 river miles on this impor-
tant migration corridor, and no significant
Federal, State, or private wildlife sanc-
tuaries along the Red River north of Alexan-
dria, Louisiana.

(5) Completion of the lock and dam system
associated with the Red River Waterway
project up to Shreveport, Louisiana, has en-
hanced opportunities for management of fish
and wildlife.

(6) The Red River Valley offers extraor-

dinary recreational, research, and edu-
cational opportunities for students, sci-
entists, bird watchers, wildlife observers,

hunters, anglers, trappers, hikers, and na-
ture photographers.

(7) The Red River Valley is an internation-
ally significant environmental resource that
has been neglected and requires active res-
toration and management to protect and en-
hance the value of the region as a habitat for
fish and wildlife.

SEC. 3. ESTABLISHMENT AND PURPOSES OF REF-
UGE.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall estab-
lish the Red River National Wildlife Refuge,
consisting of approximately 50,000 acres of
Federal lands, waters, and interests therein
within the boundaries depicted upon the map
entitled ““Red River National Wildlife Ref-
uge—Selection Area’”, dated September 5,
2000.

(2) BOUNDARY REVISIONS.—The Secretary
shall make such minor revisions of the
boundaries of the Refuge as may be appro-
priate to carry out the purposes of the Ref-
uge or to facilitate the acquisition of prop-
erty within the Refuge.

(3) AVAILABILITY OF MAP.—The Secretary
shall keep the map referred to in paragraph
(1) available for inspection in appropriate of-
fices of the United States Fish and Wildlife
Service.

(b) PURPOSES.—The purposes of the Refuge
are the following:

(1) To provide for the restoration and con-
servation of native plants and animal com-
munities on suitable sites in the Red River
basin, including restoration of extirpated
species.

(2) To provide habitat for migratory birds.

(38) To provide technical assistance to pri-
vate land owners in the restoration of their
lands for the benefit of fish and wildlife.

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The establishment of
the Refuge under paragraph (1) of subsection
(a) shall take effect on the date the Sec-

September 12, 2000

retary publishes, in the Federal Register and
publications of local circulation in the vicin-
ity of the area within the boundaries re-
ferred to in that paragraph, a notice that
sufficient property has been acquired by the
United States within those boundaries to
constitute an area that can be efficiently
managed as a National Wildlife Refuge.

SEC. 4. ADMINISTRATION OF REFUGE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall ad-
minister all lands, waters, and interests
therein acquired under section 5 in accord-
ance with—

(1) the National Wildlife Refuge System
Administration Act of 1966 (16 U.S.C. 668dd et
seq.) and the Act of September 28, 1962 (76
Stat. 653; 16 U.S.C. 460k et seq.; commonly
known as the Refuge Recreation Act);

(2) the purposes of the Refuge set forth in
section 3(b); and

(3) the management plan issued under sub-
section (b).

(b) MANAGEMENT PLAN.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 18 months
after the date of the establishment of the
Refuge, the Secretary shall issue a manage-
ment plan for the Refuge.

(2) CoNTENTS.—The management plan shall
include provisions that provide for the fol-
lowing:

(A) Planning and design of trails and ac-
cess points.

(B) Planning of wildlife and habitat res-
toration, including reforestation.

(C) Permanent exhibits and facilities and
regular educational programs throughout
the Refuge.

(D) Ensuring that compatible hunting,
fishing, wildlife observation and photog-
raphy, and environmental education and in-
terpretation are the priority general public
uses of the Refuge, in accordance with sec-
tion 4(a)(3) and (4) of the National Wildlife
Refuge System Administration Act of 1966
(16 U.S.C. 668ee(a)(3), (4)).

(3) PUBLIC PARTICIPATION.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall pro-
vide an opportunity for public participation
in developing the management plan.

(B) LocAL VIEwWS.—The Secretary shall give
special consideration to views by local public
and private entities and individuals in devel-
oping the management plan.

(c) WILDLIFE INTERPRETATION AND EDU-
CATION CENTER.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall con-
struct, administer, and maintain, at an ap-
propriate site within the Refuge, a wildlife
interpretation and education center.

(2) PURPOSES.—The center shall
signed and operated—

(A) to promote environmental education;
and

(B) to provide an opportunity for the study
and enjoyment of wildlife in its natural habi-
tat.

(d) ASSISTANCE TO RED RIVER WATERWAY
ComMMISSION.—The Secretary shall provide to
the Red River Waterway Commission—

(1) technical assistance in monitoring
water quality, noxious plants, and exotic or-
ganisms, and in preventing siltation of prime
fisheries habitat; and

(2) where appropriate and available, fish
for stocking.

SEC. 5. ACQUISITION OF LANDS, WATERS, AND IN-
TERESTS THEREIN.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may ac-
quire up to 50,000 acres of lands, waters, or
interests therein within the boundaries of
the Refuge described in section 3(a)(1).

(b) INCLUSION IN REFUGE.—AnNy lands, wa-
ters, or interests acquired by the Secretary
under this section shall be part of the Ref-
uge.

be de-
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