
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH6756 July 24, 2000
Indonesia’s central island of Java, and
its leaders are Suharto supporters. In
the television footage, many of the
Muslim militants can be clearly heard
speaking Javanese as they plan their
attack on Christian parts of Ambon.

‘‘In television footage shot over the
weekend . . . Indonesian soldiers are
seen fighting alongside hundreds of
Muslim militants in Ambon. Many of
the extremists were filmed carrying
military-issue assault rifles.’’

Mr. Speaker, out of desperation,
many community leaders from Ambon
have urged the international commu-
nity to help stop these continued
killings by bringing in U.N. observers
and peacekeepers and boycotting Indo-
nesian businesses involved in sup-
porting the destruction of the
Malukus.

Mr. Speaker, we should not stand
idly by and watch while the death
count continues to rise. Our Nation
should not do business with businesses
supporting this bloodshed. We are
starting our military assistance again.
We should not lend our military exper-
tise to military officers who approve of
the killing of innocent women and chil-
dren. We have laws that impose sanc-
tions on Nations that allow persecu-
tion of ethnic and religious groups.

I call on Members to join me in send-
ing a letter to President Wahid and
President Clinton. I call on the Indo-
nesian and U.S. Governments to act
immediately to stop the killings and
bring to justice the parties responsible
for this reign of terror.

f

A TRIBUTE TO BENJAMIN
FRANKLIN DILLINGHAM III

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
KUYKENDALL). Under a previous order
of the House, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. FILNER) is recognized for 5
minutes.

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize and honor one of the
most outstanding citizens of San
Diego, California.

Benjamin Franklin Dillingham III, or
Ben as he is known to his many friends
in San Diego, will be honored this Sun-
day at a community tribute banquet in
San Diego. A community leader and
philanthropist; former chief of staff to
our mayor, Maureen O’Connor; a cap-
tain in the United States Marine Corps;
Ben is currently serving as chief finan-
cial officer for Patient Care Incor-
porated, reflecting his deep interest in
providing quality health care for all.

Ben was born in Honolulu, a fourth
generation islander. His father, Ben II,
was the general manager of the Oahu
Railway and Land Company. His moth-
er, Frances Andrews, is the daughter of
Vice Admiral and Mrs. Adolphus An-
drews of Denison, Texas.

Ben received his B.A. degree cum
laude and his master’s in business ad-
ministration both from Harvard Uni-
versity. Upon graduation from Harvard
Business School with distinction, he
was commissioned a second lieutenant

in the Marine Corps; and while in Viet-
nam, he was promoted to first lieuten-
ant.

When he returned to the United
States, he began training recruits at
Marine Corps Recruit Depot in San
Diego and was promoted to captain
while at MCRD. He was given orders to
Advanced Armor School conducted by
the United States Army at Fort Knox
and graduated, typically, at the top of
his class before returning to duty with
the Marines. Ben finished his service as
a division training officer and then
drove across country to establish resi-
dence in San Diego, California.

Here in San Diego, he was recognized
as a true community leader. Prior to
his work as chief of staff for the mayor,
he also worked for General Dynamics,
Convair Division, and the Metropolitan
Transit Development Board.

Mr. Speaker, his service to the com-
munity is broad and spans a number of
organizations. He has served as a mem-
ber of the Marine Corps Association,
the United States Armor Association,
the Navy League, the Hawaiian Mis-
sion Children’s Society, the Center for
Social Services, the Greater San Diego
Business Association, the Metropolitan
Community Church of San Diego, the
United Way, the Diversity Committee,
the San Diego Human Dignity Founda-
tion, the San Diego Scholarship Foun-
dation, and the County AIDS Service
Advisory Panel.

He has been a board chair of the
AIDS Foundation of San Diego and the
County of San Diego AIDS Services Ad-
visory Panel, and he has served as a
board member of the Episcopal Com-
munity Services, L.I.F.E. Foundation,
AIDS Project, and the San Diego
Scholarship Foundation.

Aside from all of these memberships
and board leaderships, he has numerous
honors from across the city. His mili-
tary awards include the Bronze Star
Medal with Combat ‘‘V’’ for Vietnam
Service and the Army Commendation
Medal at the Armor Officer Advance
Course at Fort Knox. His civilian rec-
ognition includes Man of the Year, the
San Diego Lesbian/Gay Pride Festival;
the Human Rights Campaign Fund
Crystal Torch Award; the Log Cabin
Club Pursuit of Happiness Award; the
Brad Truax Presidential Award; the
Stan Berry Award; and the Harvey
Milk Memorial Award at the Nickys;
the Harvey Milk Democratic Club
Human Rights Award, and the San
Diego AIDS Project Celebration of Life
Award.

Mr. Speaker, I want to take this op-
portunity to thank Ben Dillingham III
for his tenacity in the fight for pro-
gressive causes; his commitment to the
struggle for human rights; his belief in
the importance of access to govern-
ment, education, and health care for
every member of our society; his out-
standing service to the City of San
Diego; and his significant contribution
to our community as a whole.

Mr. Speaker, I am truly proud to call
Ben my friend.

CELEBRATING THE TENTH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE AMERICANS
WITH DISABILITIES ACT
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. DAVIS) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker,
we are now celebrating the 10th year
anniversary of the Americans with Dis-
abilities Act. I rise this evening to not
only celebrate this landmark occasion,
but also to acknowledge my unwaver-
ing support of the Americans with Dis-
abilities Act, known as ADA, and the
future of this legislation.

Just a few days ago, I signed a pledge
of support for the American Associa-
tion of People With Disabilities, there-
by affirming my belief that we need an
America that lives up to the promise of
liberty, opportunity, and justice for
all.

The ADA advocates for our Nation’s
more than 43 million citizens with dis-
abilities. In the Seventh District of Il-
linois, there are over 35,000 people with
disabilities under the age of 65, and
over 20,000 people with disabilities 65
years or older.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to share a
few thoughts regarding the principles
of the ADA and its successes over the
last 10 years.

First of all, the ADA seeks to break
down stereotypes and misconceptions
about people with disabilities by in-
cluding them in the progress and pros-
perity of our Nation. Equal oppor-
tunity, full participation in society,
employment opportunities, inde-
pendent living, and economic self-suffi-
ciency are the guiding principles of the
ADA.

Today, we are seeing a more inclu-
sive and integrated society as a result
of the ADA. People with disabilities
are getting jobs that they want and for
which they are well qualified. The
Global Strategy Group Survey found in
October of 1995 that 75 percent of com-
panies with 51 to 200 employees are now
hiring people with disabilities. From
1991 to 1994, 800,000 persons with severe
disabilities joined the workforce. Pub-
lic transportation changes and curb
cuts are widespread. Accommodations
in hotels, restaurants, and stores are
becoming more and more accessible.
Telecommunications for people who
are deaf and hard of hearing is becom-
ing a reality. People who are blind can
receive information in a format they
can use.

So successes from the ADA are visi-
ble today, and I hope that we continue
to use these gains as a baseline for fu-
ture work to liberate those who live in
confining conditions and who want to
be more integrated into society.

Mr. Speaker, along that line, I am
pleased to note that I am the sponsor
of the MiCASSA bill, which would
bring our Nation’s Medicaid system
into accord with the principles set
forth by the ADA. This bill will allow
individuals with developmental and
other disabilities to use Medicaid fund-
ing for home-based and community-
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based services, not just for confining
medical institutions. I believe this will
strengthen the existing infrastructure
set forth by the ADA and the Develop-
mental Disabilities Act.

Mr. Speaker, we are not yet where we
want to be, but thank God we are not
where we were 10 years ago. We still
have much progress to make. However,
I am pleased to be here today to offer
my unwavering support for our people
who live and work daily with disabil-
ities. I am proud that as a result of the
ADA, many people with disabilities are
now thriving, productive members of
society, and looking forward to the fu-
ture with glee and anticipation.

f

HONORING LIEUTENANT COLONEL
KAREN DIXON

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. CUMMINGS)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to salute and congratulate a real
American heroine, Lieutenant Colonel
Karen Dixon, who hails from the Sev-
enth Congressional District of Mary-
land. I was honored to attend a pinning
and promotion ceremony for Lieuten-
ant Colonel Dixon last Friday at the
Women’s Military Service Memorial at
Arlington National Cemetery, Arling-
ton Virginia. During this ceremony,
Lieutenant Colonel Dixon was pro-
moted from the rank of Major to Lieu-
tenant Colonel.

Lieutenant Colonel Dixon is the
ninth child of 11 children born to Alice
and James Dixon. Of those 11 children,
four have served in the military. She is
an honors graduate of Catonsville High
School and received several awards and
served as a member of the All-State
cross country team. She received a
bachelor of arts degree in social work
from Bennett College, where she was
commissioned as a second lieutenant in
the United States Army Signal Corps
upon selection as a distinguished mili-
tary graduate. In 1995, she received a
master’s of arts degree in management
from Webster University.

Mr. Speaker, during her tenure in the
Army, she has served in many capac-
ities. She currently is assigned as a De-
partment of the Army Systems Acqui-
sition Management Coordinator, as-
signed to the Secretary of the Army’s
staff. Her next assignment is Chief of
the Headquarters Branch, Joint Head-
quarters Regional Subcommand, NATO
in Greece.

Lieutenant Colonel Dixon is an
American soldier, a person of capa-
bility and ideals. She has dedicated her
life to an American Army that always
must remain true to its principles, an
Army that must always conduct itself
with fairness. She understands that our
commitment to fairness and merit is
our strength. She has served this Na-
tion well. And in the process, she has
learned that no one gives us our free-
dom; it must be earned. No one guaran-
tees fairness that we ourselves are not

willing to affirm, even if that requires
some personal risk on our part.

Lieutenant Colonel Dixon under-
stands that life is a struggle, but she is
an American. She believes that when
we persevere, fairness will ultimately
prevail. The United States military is
remarkable among the great fighting
forces of the modern world.

b 1900

More often than not, the young peo-
ple who have defended us and, all too
often, have made the ultimate sacrifice
have done so as volunteers.

Last March, President Clinton ap-
plauded the service and achievements
of all the women who have put on the
uniform of the United States and
fought for their country. As the Presi-
dent also recognized, however, obsta-
cles to hard-earned recognition all too
often remain, in the military and in ci-
vilian life.

Mr. Speaker, we must continue to
build a military which is as diverse as
this wonderful Nation. Never again
should gender predetermine a person’s
opportunity to serve.

The ideals of American women and
men, our commitment to freedom, to
equality and fairness, have made this
country the strongest in the world. We
must never forget that. Fairness is the
foundation of our freedom.

Today, we acknowledge Lieutenant
Colonel Karen Dixon for her com-
petence and her commitment to Amer-
ican ideals and for her tremendous
service.

Lieutenant Colonel Dixon has dem-
onstrated that merit will be recognized
and fairness will prevail if we per-
severe. By her actions, she has shown
that a commitment to fairness remains
the foundation of America’s strength.
That is why I am so honored to rep-
resent Lieutenant Colonel Dixon in the
Congress of the United States of Amer-
ica.

f

APPLAUDING LEADERSHIP IN AD-
VOCACY OF RIGHTS OF DIS-
ABLED PERSONS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
KUYKENDALL). Under a previous order
of the House, the gentlewoman from
Texas (Ms. JACKSON-LEE) is recognized
for 5 minutes.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, I, too, want to join my con-
gratulations and recognize the Presi-
dential Task Force on Employment of
Adults with Disabilities and the Amer-
ican Association of People With Dis-
abilities.

I rise today to applaud the leadership
that has been shown in the advocacy
for the rights of the disabled, the men-
tally and physically challenged.

I am delighted to be able to salute
the spirit of the ADA torch relay which
evidences that we all are created equal.
I join my colleagues who have come to
this floor to acknowledge that when
this country speaks of equality and in
its Declaration of Independence, when

it offers to the American people the op-
portunity for equality and a good qual-
ity of life, they speak of everyone no
matter what one’s position in life and
what one’s ability.

The people who are physically chal-
lenged and mentally challenged have
shown us that it is not limiting in their
spirit or their ability to achieve. I am
very gratified that they continue to
press their point of equality and jus-
tice.

I believe it is important that we in
the United States Congress support the
Americans with Disabilities Act in its
reauthorization and its implementa-
tion. It is important that the busi-
nesses of America recognize that they
are advantaged by hiring individuals
with disabilities.

I recall making a speech some few
weeks ago, and I spoke about Amer-
ica’s greatness and its diversity. I re-
member being reminded by someone
who came to me in a wheelchair never
to forget that diversity is also reflected
in Americans with disabilities. Just a
few weeks ago, that very same person
came to the United States Congress
along with 20 other representatives
from the community of individuals who
are disabled.

Unfortunately, this own Capitol, our
own Capitol was very hard for them to
access, but, nevertheless, they were not
frustrated, they did not yield, and they
persisted in getting into the United
States Capitol that belongs to all of
the American people.

I think it is important that we allow
people with disabilities to be inde-
pendent, and that is why I supported
legislation that would not diminish
their benefits if they worked, for we all
deserve that affirmation that we are
able to support ourselves and to stand
for ourselves.

I would hope that we, as the United
States Congress and the American peo-
ple, will continue to promote and en-
hance those who are physically chal-
lenged and who may be mentally chal-
lenged. People with disabilities are our
friends, our brothers, our family mem-
bers, our sisters, mothers and fathers
and our children. They deserve our af-
firmation.

So today, Mr. Speaker, I rise and af-
firm them and congratulate them for
persisting on the grounds of their own
equality, and I seek to have this United
States Congress and our legislative ini-
tiatives continue to affirm opportuni-
ties for them in providing opportuni-
ties for them to work and as well mak-
ing sure that the resources that they
earn still allow them to have good
health care, good educational re-
sources, good housing.

Again, I implore American businesses
to find the talented among Americans
with disabilities and for all of us to
make sure that everywhere is acces-
sible to all Americans.

f
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE)
is recognized for 5 minutes.
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