
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H5819July 11, 2000
John Adams said, ‘‘It is religion and

morality alone which can establish the
principles upon which freedom can se-
curely stand.’’ President Washington,
again in his farewell address, said,
‘‘With caution we must indulge the
supposition that morality can be main-
tained without religion.’’

‘‘The role of religion in public life is
an important one which deserves the
public’s attention.’’

The signers of the Declaration of
Independence appealed to the Supreme
Judge of the World for the rectitude of
their intentions, and avowed a firm re-
liance of the protection of divine Prov-
idence. That we will find in the Dec-
laration of Independence.

The first Congress urged the Presi-
dent to declare a day of public thanks-
giving and prayer, to be observed by
acknowledging with grateful hearts the
many single favors of Almighty God.

The first Congress reenacted the
Northwest Ordinance, which states
that ‘‘Religion, morality, and knowl-
edge, being necessary to good govern-
ment and happiness of mankind,
schools and the means of education
shall forever be encouraged.’’

And the Declaration of Independence
demonstrates this Nation was founded
on a transcendent value which flows
from the belief in a supreme being.

The Founding Fathers believed de-
votedly that there was a God, and that
the unalienable rights of man were
rooted in him, as was clearly evident in
their writings from the Mayflower
Compact to the Constitution itself.

Religion has been closely identified
with the history and the government of
the United States. Our national life re-
flects a religious people who earnestly
pray that the supreme lawgiver guide
them in every measure which may be
worthy of his blessings.

That we will find, Mr. Speaker, in
quoting James Madison’s Memorial and
Remonstrance Against Religious As-
sessments.

Whereas these words ‘‘In God We
Trust’’ are over the entrance of the
Senate Chamber, and our national
motto, as I mentioned before, is promi-
nently engraved on the wall just here
above us in the Chamber of the House
of Representatives, and is reproduced
on every coin minted by the United
States, the Congress should encourage
the display of the national motto of
the United States of America in public
buildings and throughout the Nation.

That is the basis of the resolution
that has been introduced today. I urge
Members to consider it favorably and
to cosponsor the resolution, and to
help defend it as it is considered by the
House of Representatives.

f

GENERAL LEAVE
Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-

imous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days within which to
revise and extend their remarks to pay
tribute to our friend Ron Lasch, who
surprised a good number of us with his
retirement earlier this week.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
TAYLOR of North Carolina). Is there ob-
jection to the request of the gentleman
from Michigan?

There was no objection.
f

TRIBUTE TO RON LASCH ON HIS
RETIREMENT FROM THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. UPTON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, I wish to
rise tonight to pay tribute to a very
good friend, Ron Lasch. I came as a
staff Member to this body more years
than I would like to think ago, and Ron
was always a friend, whether I was a
staffer, whether I was a Member of
Congress, whether I worked at the
White House or here on the Hill.

For many years and many decades, in
fact, Ron Lasch watched virtually
every debate, every vote on this floor
more than probably any other Amer-
ican, in fact. His retirement, his sur-
prise retirement this week did catch a
lot of us surprised because Ron Lasch
was a good friend. He was a confidante,
a member of the staff that would sit in
the back that really did know every-
thing. Yet, he did not tell everything
unless he was asked.

We would ask him about amend-
ments. Today, as an example, I chaired
a hearing on our nuclear labs and the
security that has been lapsing at them
out West, a hearing that literally took
8 or 9 hours today. Lo and behold, as we
had a number of votes on the floor, a
number of us came to find out what the
order of the amendments were, what
precisely they did.

Ron Lasch was always one that could
tell us. He had sat here during the de-
bate. He knew what was going on. His
word was his bond. You could rely on
Ron Lasch to get the right informa-
tion. It was a little trouble today sit-
ting in the back trying to figure out
which amendments were coming up and
precisely what they did. It took a little
extra time.

We miss Ron. We miss him already,
not 24 hours after he announced his re-
tirement.

As we would sit with him in the
back, he had great patience. We would
sit with him sometimes for 20, 30 min-
utes talking about things going on on
this House floor, and continually Mem-
bers would be coming asking him, what
is going on, what time are we going to
get out, what amendments are coming
up? And always he had the same pa-
tience with virtually every one of us.

As we tried to work our will on this
House floor, on parliamentary proce-
dures, how to instruct conferees, how
to have a re-vote, he had invaluable ad-
vice, as he knew all the rules. He made
sure that he could train us, as well.

He had a wealth of information. At
the end of every session he and I al-
ways had a little special thing. He had
a little crystal ball, and I hope that he

leaves that in the cloakroom, as he
would make his prediction as to when
we would get out of session, maybe
what time, what day. Usually we were
all wrong and he was always right.

As I look at the folks that have gone
before him, the great folks here, the
Billy Pitts, former Speakers, J.J.
Cullen, he ranks with all of them. He
knew what was going on. We are going
to miss him.

When Jim Ford left this place, I
think it was Roll Call or the Hill asked
him about his thoughts. They said, You
know, Jim, for all the years that you
have been here, you could write a book,
and based on the book sales you could
probably go to the Bahamas. And Jim
Ford’s response was, no, I could buy
the Bahamas if I wrote that book.

Well, Ron Lasch could probably do
more than that. He loved this place. He
had great respect for the institution.
We will miss him, and I know the staff,
Peggy and Jim and Tim and Jay,
Joelle, Martha, all of us here will miss
his wisdom, his insight, his hard work,
his loyalty, and just him.

I yield to my friend, the gentleman
from Alaska (Mr. YOUNG).

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Speaker, I
thank the gentleman for yielding to
me. I can only echo what the gen-
tleman has said about Ron. Ron Lasch
was my friend. As the gentleman from
Michigan (Mr. UPTON) has said, when I
first arrived here 28 years ago, he was
one of the first people who greeted me.

I learned to enjoy, and not only enjoy
but respect, his wisdom when it came
to votes. He was one who could always
say, this is the right thing for you, if
you would like to see your way to vote
that way. More than that, when I went
through some trials and tribulations
physically, he was one that watched
out, with Joelle and Peggy, watched
out for me and my health when I would
get a little bit excited, and that hap-
pened quite often. He always was a
great adviser and a good friend, and
told me when I should in fact back
down and go away for a while and come
back when I had cooled off, and do
what is correct.

He is not really gone, he is just re-
tired. He will still be around, I am con-
fident, and give us a little bit of advice
whenever we will ask for it. He will al-
ways be part of my career in this great
House of ours, this House of the people.

It is rare when we have an individual
who is hired to work for a large body
such as ourselves that stays stable and
maintains the decorum and maintains
the wisdom that is necessary to go
forth with the job and to advise those
that are elected.

We hired him, as we hire the Chap-
lain and other Members of this House
who have served for us, but he became
more than just a hired person, he be-
came part of us. As the gentleman from
Michigan has said, he is a person we
will miss. I am sure there will be some
who will replace him some day, but not
too soon.

Ron, again, may I say, has been a
great asset to this House. More than
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that, he has been to me an asset for my
career.

Ron, congratulations on your career.
We will miss you, as the gentleman
from Michigan has said, but in our
hearts you will always be with us.

Mr. UPTON. Reclaiming my time,
Mr. Speaker, I just want to note that
there are a number of Members tonight
that would have liked to have paid
tribute. Because of the particular hour
that it is, I just want to recognize
them and recognize that their state-
ments will appear. The gentleman from
New Hampshire (Mr. BASS), the gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr. KOLBE), the
gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. WAMP),
and the gentleman from Michigan (Mr.
EHLERS) all from the bottom of their
hearts have nothing but good things to
say about our friend, Ron Lasch.

We hope we see him, and we hope
that he has some type of privilege so
we see him in the weeks ahead, so we
can pay our firmest respects for all of
his hard work and great service to this
country.

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Connecticut (Mrs. JOHN-
SON) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mrs. JOHNSON addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

f

ON THE RETIREMENT OF RON
LASCH

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. LATOURETTE) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. LATOURETTE. Mr. Speaker, I
have served now in the House for 6
years, and this is the first time I think
I have appeared on the floor to give a
special order. There are some Members
who have a lot on their minds and give
special orders all the time. About
some, like myself, some people back in
my district say I do not have much on
my mind at all.

But I will tell the Members, tonight
I do feel compelled to come to the floor
and spend at least part of that 5 min-
utes talking about the same subject
that was talked about by my col-
leagues, the gentleman from Michigan
(Mr. UPTON) and the gentleman from
Alaska (Mr. YOUNG), and that is the re-
tirement of Ron Lasch.

I came back stunned from our Fourth
of July recess today to find out that
Ron had gone into retirement. The
House of Representatives, Mr. Speaker,
is a little less rich today than it was
before we went on recess.

b 1830

When we first come here, it does not
take us long to figure out who knows
what is going on and who does not
know what is going on. There are a lot
of people they will tell us what is going
on, but we find out rather quickly they
do not. Ron Lasch was somebody we

could always count on, someone who
had not only our interests, but the
body’s interest at heart when he gave
us advice.

The C–SPAN cameras in this Cham-
ber focus on the Members. And I think
a lot of people that watch these pro-
ceedings know that we have as the old-
est serving Members of the House, the
dean of the House, the great gentleman
from Michigan (Mr. DINGELL), but I
found out something today about my
friend Ron Lasch he had been here for
44 years if you totaled up his service
back to the time of a page, and I think
that that rivals the time of the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. DINGELL) in
the House.

Mr. Speaker, just a quick anecdote, if
I could. A couple of week ago, I had the
honor of chairing the proceedings on
the Interior Appropriations bill. It was
raucous. It was partisan; it was a bitter
debate as the parties waged war over
funding for the arts and funding for In-
dian education and all of the things
that go into the Department of the In-
terior and related agencies.

And I got myself into a little bit of
trouble, Mr. Speaker, during the course
of that debate when I closed down a
quorum call a little earlier than I prob-
ably should have. Some of my friends
on the Democratic side of the aisle did
not take that very well. They were not
taking the debate too well, and they
were not taking some of the reverses
that occurred during the revotes on
some issues very well.

At the end of about 20 hours of pre-
siding over that bill, one of the first
people that came from the back of the
Chamber up to the Speaker’s rostrum
to tell me it was okay and everything
was going to be fine, and I would still
get my paycheck and be able to serve
the next day was Ron Lasch, and that
is exactly the kind of fellow he is, and
I am going to miss him.

His counsel is invaluable. His knowl-
edge is unsurpassed by almost any that
come to work here, but more than
that, his interest in us as people was
what I will remember of his service
here, at least the time that his service
coincided with mine.

He would always take time to ask
how my kids were. He always asked me
what the weather was like back in
Ohio. He always asked me, when I used
to tend the garden, if the corn was
knee high by the 4th of July back in
Ohio because he had a passion for gar-
dening as well.

So I know that today he has sub-
mitted his retirement and the official
word is that he is not going to come
back. And I hope he has a wonderful
and fruitful retirement, but more than
that, Mr. Speaker, I actually hope that
he reconsiders that decision and he
comes back and serves.

And I see my friend from Tennessee
(Mr. WAMP) in the well and I would be
happy to yield the balance of my time
to him for whatever remarks he would
like to make.

Mr. WAMP. Mr. Speaker, I thank the
gentleman from Ohio (Mr.

LATOURETTE) very much for the time.
And certainly I join my colleagues in
grateful appreciation to Ron Lasch
who is a dear friend of mine, and I hope
we continue to be friends as long as we
live and beyond because so oftentimes I
think the American people understand
those of us that are in public office and
who we are, but they do not know who
is behind the scenes making the proc-
ess work.

Ron Lasch is a creature of this
House, having spent most of his life on
this floor fully understanding the oper-
ations of this House, as my gentleman
friend said, always knowing what the
schedule might be but much more im-
portantly understanding the history
and the civility and the importance of
this institution and always sharing it
with Members.

Ron Lasch was born on the 1st anni-
versary of Pearl Harbor, December the
7th, 1942, and spent almost his whole
life serving the United States House of
Representatives, serving the Members.
He would offer his advice to us when we
asked it, but he would never offer it
without us asking him first, and he
would offer not just advice that you
might get from some people that had
an axe to grind or an agenda but the
honest perspective of what is best for
the United States House of Representa-
tives. And I would tell you he is a dear
friend, and the information is invalu-
able.

And he served the Speaker of the
House, through so many Speakers of
the House on this floor so well. Ron is
the kind of person who would not even
want us to be here paying tribute to
him. He is not the kind of person who
announced his retirement and then
waited some weeks so that there would
be receptions and all the hoopla around
his retirement. He served quietly and
effectively, but I will tell you when the
greatness of this House is written, it
would be a shame if Ron Lasch’s name
were not permanently enshrined here
in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives, because he gave his life to
this institution.

He cares as much about the House of
Representatives as any man that I
have ever known or probably any per-
son that I ever will know and that, Ron
Lasch, is why I love you so much and I
appreciate your dedication and service
to this great Nation. Civil government
is worthwhile. Civil government is
worth our time and our effort, and it
was worth your life’s investment, from
the House of Representatives and a
grateful Nation, thank you Ron Lasch
for a career of public service to the
greatest Nation in the history of the
world.

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, I want to join my
colleagues this evening in recognizing the out-
standing career of Ron Lasch.

This institution has been enriched by Ron’s
presence and his depth of knowledge of the
legislative process. He could really be called,
‘‘Mr. House,’’ because he’s the expert around
here. And he really has earned and deserves
another title: The Honorable Ron Lasch. He’s
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