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enough to pay for the unfunded liabil-
ity of Social Security alone, let alone
Medicare and Medicaid.

I just cannot urge my colleagues
enough or the American people to look
at the consequences of what is going to
happen if we do not deal with these im-
portant programs. Number one, Social
Security probably is the most success-
ful program that we have in terms of
making sure our senior population does
not live out the remainder years of
their lives in poverty. So I think we
cannot afford to let it go by the
wayside.

Neither can we afford to put off the
decision. The longer we put off the de-
cision on Social Security, the greater
and more drastic the changes are going
to have to be.

We should have done it 4 years ago.
We should have done it 6 years ago.
How do we develop the leadership in
the United States to make the tough
decisions that need to be made to
change these programs? I mean, I ap-
preciate the political vulnerability
that any politician goes through if
they suggest change in a popular pro-
gram. We have approximately 12 per-
cent of our seniors that depend almost
entirely just on their Social Security
check.

I urge my colleagues to read this
article in Roll Call. I ask my col-
leagues and the President of the United
States to be more aggressive coming
forward with programs and proposals
that can be scored to keep Social Secu-
rity solvent for at least the next 75
years.
f

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. There
being no further requests for morning
hour debates, pursuant to clause 12,
rule I, the House will stand in recess
until 2 p.m.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 58
minutes p.m.) the House stood in recess
until 2 p.m.
f

b 1400

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mrs. EMERSON) at 2 p.m.
f

PRAYER

The Reverend Joseph S. Edmonds,
First Baptist Church of Ballston, Ar-
lington, Virginia, offered the following
prayer:

Almighty God, from everlasting to
everlasting, Thou art God. We thank
Thee for Thy presence and for Thy
love.

Help us to lift up our eyes unto the
hills, from whence cometh our help.
Our help cometh from the Lord, which
have made heaven and earth.

We thank Thee for enabling our fore-
fathers to establish freedom of speech,
freedom to worship Thee, freedom from
want and freedom from fear.

We thank Thee for those who rep-
resent the American people in this
House. I pray they will have the faith
and courage of our fathers to make cor-
rect decisions. May they be a bridge to
peace and justice in this troubled
world, and may they bring joy and ful-
fillment to the American people. In
Jesus’ name, amen.

f

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House her approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

f

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from California (Mr. LAN-
TOS) come forward and lead the House
in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. LANTOS led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

f

THE REVEREND JOSEPH S.
EDMONDS

(Mr. MORAN of Virginia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Madam
Speaker, it is my distinct honor to in-
troduce this morning’s guest chaplain,
the Reverend Joseph S. Edmonds. Ac-
tually, it is not morning. It is now
afternoon. Reverend Edmonds serves as
pastor of the First Baptist Church of
Ballston in Arlington, which is just
across the Potomac, in the 8th District
of Virginia.

Madam Speaker, Reverend Edmonds
was born in Grenta, Virginia, spent his
childhood in the District of Columbia,
not far from this very building. After
attending public school in D.C., Rev-
erend Edmonds obtained his under-
graduate degree from Carson-Newman
College in Tennessee and earned a Mas-
ters of Divinity at Southeastern Bap-
tist Theological Seminary in North
Carolina.

Reverend Edmonds has been serving
the Ballston community for over 10
years. He has been, and continues to
be, a true shepherd to his congregation.
Many have benefited from his spiritual
guidance and generous spirit. Before
moving to the Ballston area, Reverend
Edmonds served communities in Mary-
land, D.C., and Florida.

On behalf of our district, I am
pleased to welcome Reverend Edmonds
here today.

f

RECOGNITION OF OCTORARA BOYS
SOCCER CHAMPIONS

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1

minute and to revise and extend his
remarks.)

Mr. PITTS. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to honor some athletes from my
district in Pennsylvania, the Octorara
High School Boys Varsity Soccer
Team. These outstanding young men
are the 1999 Boys Double A Pennsyl-
vania Soccer Champions.

Winning this State championship is
no small feat. Octorara is not a large
district, and they went up against
some of Pennsylvania’s traditional
powerhouses. But what they lacked in
size, they made up for in heart and
determination.

Victory by victory, this team built a
winning season and made it into a
championship year. They were ably
lead by their coaches, Chip Smallwood,
Ken Baldt, and Paul Wood. The team is
in Washington today with their prin-
cipal, Hank Detering, receiving many
well-deserved congratulations.

Madam Speaker, I just want to say
that those of us from back home who
watched this team fight its way to the
top are very, very proud of them. So
welcome to Washington, Octorara
Braves. Let us do it again this year.
f

HAIDER’S INFLUENCE SEEN
UNDIMINISHED

(Mr. LANTOS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LANTOS. Madam Speaker, in a
few days, we in this House will be vot-
ing on a resolution I introduced con-
cerning the new government of Aus-
tria. Since the leader of this party,
which is the Austrian government, the
racist, xenophobic, neo-Nazi party has
now resigned, it may be useful to ask
why did he do so. He did not do so be-
cause he does not want to be part of
the unpleasant political decisions that
will have to be taken in Austria, tax
increases, cutbacks on spending, lay-
offs of large numbers of government
employees, but he is still the top man
of this racist, xenophobic political
party.

One of his principal allies, Deputy
Speaker of Parliament Prinzhorn, yes-
terday said the following about his res-
ignation: ‘‘It is not a resignation. He is
a provincial governor and remains our
strong man. It is a step backwards
which is necessary in order to make
two solid steps forward.’’

I am urging all of my colleagues who
have not yet cosponsored this resolu-
tion to come on board. We cannot allow
the new Europe to have governments in
which neofascist parties play a key
role. The European Union has ex-
pressed itself; it is time we do so.
f

TIME TO REPEAL THE SOCIAL
SECURITY EARNINGS LIMIT

(Mr. BALLENGER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

VerDate 16-FEB-2000 05:41 Mar 01, 2000 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00005 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K29FE7.007 pfrm12 PsN: H29PT1



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH518 February 29, 2000
Mr. BALLENGER. Madam Speaker,

it has been said that the time to fix the
roof is when the sun is shining. Our
economy is shining brightly, and it is
time to fix much of the unfairness in
our Tax Code.

Right now our government unfairly
punishes working seniors through the
social security earnings limit. Ameri-
cans have a strong work ethic. We have
a strong desire to contribute to our
surroundings. Yet, after the age of 65,
our government punishes senior citi-
zens who wish to stay in the work
force.

Social security was designed to give
some protection to senior citizens. It
was not designed to be a program that
would punish those who chose to keep
working past the age of 65. Right now
in this country more than 800,000 work-
ing senior citizens lose part or all of
their social security benefits because
of this earnings limit. This is ridicu-
lous.

This week the Republicans in the
House will bring up a bill that would
repeal the social security earnings
limit, and I hope the President will
sign it. The time has come to give
working seniors a break and repeal the
social security earnings limit.
f

CRIMES OF THE FBI AT WACO,
TEXAS, AND RUBY RIDGE, IDAHO

(Mr. TRAFICANT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. TRAFICANT. Madam Speaker,
reports say that the FBI lied to Con-
gress about Waco. They withheld a
memo that ‘‘warned FBI bosses to not
use teargas because it would provoke a
massive disaster.’’

Let us tell it like it is. The FBI and
Janet Reno must answer for the 80
murders at Waco. The FBI and Janet
Reno must answer for the murders of
the Weaver family in Idaho.

And another thing, Congress must
grow a backbone. Do Members realize
when the FBI is accused of committing
a crime, the FBI investigates the FBI
and finds no crime? Beam me up. I
yield back the crimes of the FBI at
Waco, Texas, and Ruby Ridge, Idaho.
f

CONDEMNING RELIGIOUS AND RA-
CIAL INTOLERANCE AT BOB
JONES UNIVERSITY

(Mr. CROWLEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CROWLEY. Madam Speaker, I
come to the floor today to denounce
Bob Jones University, an institution of
higher learning, for preaching hatred
and practicing racism, religious intol-
erance, and segregation.

Today, along with the gentleman
from Michigan (Mr. CONYERS), I am in-
troducing a resolution condemning the
discriminatory practices prevalent at
Bob Jones University. Bob Jones Uni-

versity espouses hate-filled, racist and
anti-Catholic views upon its students.

While officials there say they are not
anti-Catholic and they do not preach
anything other than what is in the
Bible, their own online magazine calls
Catholicism ‘‘a satanic counterfeit,’’
and says, ‘‘Papists are doing the work
of the devil.’’

The University states that it is their
First Amendment right to speak their
beliefs. I support the First Amend-
ment, but I do not support using a
school to indoctrinate hate, segrega-
tion, and intolerance into today’s
youth.

We have seen, all too often in the
past year, the results of hate: a school
shooting targeted at a prayer group in
Paducah, Kentucky; the shooting at a
Jewish daycare center; the race-tar-
geted killings in Illinois.

Hate propaganda may be free speech,
but it must not be sanctioned by this
body. We must loudly denounce it. As a
Nation, we have fought too hard and
come too far not to end discrimination
and bigotry based on race and religion.
f

INTERNATIONAL ABDUCTION
(Mr. LAMPSON asked and was given

permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAMPSON. Madam Speaker, I
rise today to begin my series of one-
minutes that recognize the enormous
problem that this Nation has with chil-
dren who have been abducted inter-
nationally. There are over 10,000 Amer-
ican children who have been taken to
foreign countries, like Saif Ahmed
from my district.

My constituent, Melanie Al Mufti,
was awarded sole custody of her son in
1998, but he was abducted by his father,
Sayed Ahmed, to Cairo, Egypt, that
same year. He was ordered to return
the child to Texas, but instead, he ig-
nored the order, and since then there is
an FBI warrant out for his arrest.

Melanie contacted me that year, and
I have been working closely with her
ever since. She has worked with the
Egyptian courts. I have worked with
the Egyptian government, even spoken
with President Mubarek. Yet Melanie
has not had contact with her son since
his abduction.

Melanie and parents like her need
our help. I will be introducing bills
that will focus on reuniting parents
with their children. Madam Speaker, it
is time for Congress, the media, and
the American people to stand up for
Melanie and Saif and the other Amer-
ican families who are being kept apart.
We must bring our children home.
f

THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT
MUST INSTITUTE AN INVESTIGA-
TION IN THE CASE OF AMADOU
DIALLO
(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas asked

and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend her remarks.)

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Madam
Speaker, last week the Amadou Diallo
family suffered a double tragedy, the
loss of their son with 41 shots and 19
bullets to the body, and then a sense of
injustice in our judicial system.

This is not a comment on that judi-
cial process or the deliberations of the
jury. It is simply a statement to Amer-
ica that we must stop tolerating man’s
inhumanity to man: an unarmed indi-
vidual, an immigrant seeking only op-
portunity, not definitively told that
police were asking him to stop, and in
front of his own home.

I applaud the New Yorkers who have
marched in peace, and I ask for Ameri-
cans to join hands in peace, but at the
same time, it is now appropriate for
the Federal government to move in and
to do a thorough and rightful inves-
tigation to determine whether or not
Mr. Diallo’s civil rights were violated.

Only when America understands that
we are truly one America and that
every life is precious, no matter how
you came to this country, will we meet
the promise for Americans for the 21st
century.

f

COMMUNICATION FROM STAFF
MEMBER OF HON. JAMES A.
TRAFICANT, JR., MEMBER OF
CONGRESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from Claire M. Maluso, senior
counsel of Hon. JAMES A. TRAFICANT,
Jr., Member of Congress:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, February 22, 2000.

Hon. J. DENNIS HASTERT,
Speaker, U.S. House of Representatives, Wash-

ington, DC.
DEAR MR. SPEAKER: This is to formally no-

tify you pursuant to Rule VIII of the Rules
of the House that I have received a subpoena
for testimony before the grand jury issued by
the United States District Court for the
Northern District of Ohio.

Sincerely,
CLARIE M. MALUSO.

f

COMMUNICATION FROM PRODUC-
TION OPERATIONS MANAGER,
OFFICE OF COMMUNICATIONS
MEDIA, OFFICE OF CHIEF ADMIN-
ISTRATIVE OFFICER

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from Gary Denick, production
operations manager, Office of Commu-
nications Media, Office of Chief Admin-
istrative Officer:

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ADMINISTRA-
TIVE OFFICER, HOUSE OF REP-
RESENTATIVES,

Washington, DC, February 17, 2000.
Hon. J. DENNIS HASTERT,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: This is to notify you
formally, pursuant to Rule VIII of the Rules
of the House of Representatives, that I have
been served with a subpoena for testimony
issued by the Superior Court of the District
of Columbia.
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