United States
of America

Congressional Record

PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE 106tb CONGRESS, SECOND SESSION

Vol. 146

WASHINGTON, MONDAY, JUNE 19, 2000

No. 77
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The House met at 12:30 p.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mrs. BIGGERT).

O

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
June 19, 2000.

I hereby appoint the Honorable Jubpy
BIGGERT to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

J. DENNIS HASTERT,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

O

MORNING HOUR DEBATES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 19, 1999, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning hour debates. The Chair will
alternate recognition between the par-
ties, with each party limited to not to
exceed 30 minutes, and each Member,
except the majority leader, the minor-
ity leader, or the minority whip, lim-
ited to not to exceed 5 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from North Carolina (Mr. CoBLE) for 5
minutes.

O

LOS ALAMOS SECURITY PROBLEM

Mr. COBLE. Madam Speaker, the Los
Alamos security problem is not a triv-
ial matter. An official familiar with
the investigation was quoted last
weekend as having said hopefully the
drives never left the secured area; if we
believe this version, we will then be
convinced that Santa Claus is a viable
being and, finally, to complete the hat
trick, the Tooth Fairy will trot across
the stage.

If, after this, we remain skeptical, we
would be well advised, Madam Speaker,

to apply the admonishing lyrics of an
old Lester Flatt and Earl Scruggs blue-
grass tune entitled, ‘““I am going to
sleep with one eye open from now on.”

Obviously, those charged with guard-
ing the hen house at Los Alamos kept
no eyes open, and the fox was free to
roam at will. Corrective action must be
forthcoming to resolve this inexcusable
breach of security.

The potential detriment imposed
upon our country may be irreparable. |
sit as a Member of no House committee
with direct jurisdiction over the De-
partment of Energy; however, | have
been more than a casual observer of
the shoddy security measures at our
Nation’s nuclear lab.

I have previously crossed swords with
the Department of Energy. Some re-
cent years ago that Department was di-
rected by a Secretary who enjoyed tak-
ing frequent trips, international and
domestic, subsidized, of course, by tax-
payers.

She insisted as well that she be sur-
rounded by attendants who made up
her road show entourage who traveled
as well at taxpayers expense. | took her
to task for this excessive travel, and
several DOE employees and officials
expressed thanks for my concern be-
cause their Department was being em-
barrassed.

Embarrassment is being felt yet
again, but | distinguish the abusive
travel practices with the present Los
Alamos problem. The former involved a
Secretary whose attitude was one of in-
different disregard to prudent manage-
ment practices. The Los Alamos expo-
sure involves national security.

Madam Speaker, even though there is
no Cold War, many Americans, some
who sat in this very Chamber, believe
that since there is no Cold War, there
is therefore no threat. There are, in-
deed, threats, Madam Speaker; and the
Los Alamos problem could very well be
nurturing a significant one. Let us
clean up this mess before it is too late.

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12 of rule I, the Chair de-
clares the House in recess until 2 p.m.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 35
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess until 2 p.m.

O

O 1400
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mrs. BIGGERT) at 2 p.m.

m]

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P.
Coughlin, offered the following prayer:

In recent days, we have honored fa-
therhood in this Nation, O God. In cele-
brating Fathers’ Day, we have asked
You to bless all fathers.

With their spouses, may they earn
the love and respect of their children
and be true guides of moral living and
witness noble patriotism to another
generation.

With faith in You as the source of life
and all true authority in Heaven and
on Earth, we dare to call You: “Abba,”’
“Father.”” Shower upon us all Your lov-
ing care and understanding forgiveness.

In a special way we pray for all the
Members of this House who are fathers.
Bind their families in love. Protect
them wherever they may be. Grant
that peace and prosperity in this Na-
tion may provide security to all who
seek to be fathers in the future. Born
of fathers, we give You thanks and
praise for the life we have received by
these men. All of us are Your children
now and forever. Amen.

O
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House her approval thereof.
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Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.
O

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Ohio (Mr. BROWN)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. BROWN of Ohio led the Pledge of
Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

O

WASTE, FRAUD AND ABUSE AT
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Madam Speaker, in poll
after poll, the American people have
made it clear that the number one
issue on their minds is education.

Americans want to make sure their
children are well prepared for tomor-
row. Americans want to know that
their education tax dollars are being
spent on their children, not on bu-
reaucracies or needless studies.

Why is it, then, that this administra-
tion’s Education Department got a D-
minus from Ernst and Young, a private
auditing firm? If a private company
had gotten that rating, the Securities
and Exchange Commission would sus-
pend their stock from trading.

Why is it that the Department of
Education’s own employees are bilking
the Department and sticking the tax-
payers with the tab?

Madam Speaker, we need to reform
the Federal education bureaucracy. We
need to make sure our tax dollars are
being spent in classrooms, not in Wash-
ington. We need to prepare our children
to be tomorrow’s leaders.

We need to pass the Republican Dol-
lars to the Classroom Act.

O

READ FINE PRINT ON GOP MEDI-
CARE PRESCRIPTION DRUG PLAN

(Mr. BROWN of Ohio asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Madam Speak-
er, in a ““Dear Colleague’ he circulated
today, the gentleman from California
(Mr. THOMAS) shared some exciting
news about the GOP Medicare prescrip-
tion drug plan. If only it were true.

He asserts that the Republican plan,
which relies on private insurers to offer
individual prescription drug coverage,
would cut prices twice as much as the
Democrat’s Medicare-based plan. That
is a strong selling point. It is also com-
plete rubbish.

The Congressional Budget Office says
the GOP drug plan may cut costs by 25
percent, not through lower prices, but
by restricting access to medically nec-
essary drugs.

It is an important distinction. | will
say it again. The Republican plan saves
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money, not by miraculously convincing
the drug makers to lower their prices,
but by limiting access to medically
necessary prescription drugs.

It cuts costs by decreasing the value
of the drug benefit. The insurers win,
the government wins, senior citizens
lose.

The Republican plan gives insurance
companies carte blanche to do what
they are doing today; that is, put price
tags on treatment decisions and then
deny coverage for medically necessary
treatments. Sound familiar?

The President’s plan is explicit in re-
quiring coverage for any medically
necessary drug prescribed by a doctor,
which makes sense since it is the doc-
tor, not the insurer, who is actually
treating the patient.

I ask my colleagues to read the fine
print of the Thomas proposal.

a

SECURITY FAILURE AT LOS
ALAMOS

(Mr. GIBBONS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GIBBONS. Madam Speaker, once
again, our national security has been
endangered by the incompetence of the
Department of Energy. It seems that
the DOE cannot keep track of our Na-
tion’s most sensitive and top-secret in-
formation.

After nuclear weapons information
was stolen last year from the Los Ala-
mos lab, the American people were
promised, they were promised that the
lab security would be enhanced and
such a security breach would never
again occur.

Well that was 1999, Madam Speaker.
So much for the Clinton-Gore adminis-
tration promises.

It seems that the enhanced security
did not take into consideration the
human element. The human element is
not one’s pet dog.

Perhaps the DOE thought that the
potential threat aliens from Mars
posed to our national security needed
to be addressed before ensuring that
our top-secret information was secure
from real-life human beings.

It is time that this administration
wake up and make our national secu-
rity a top priority.

I yield back the administration’s so-
called security policies which fail to
protect our Nation’s secrets.

m|

TIME TO PASS SIMPLE 15
PERCENT FLAT TAX; ABOLISH IRS

(Mr. TRAFICANT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. TRAFICANT. Madam Speaker,
the Lord’s prayer is 66 words; the 10
Commandments, 179 words; the Gettys-
burg Address, 286 words; the Declara-
tion of Independence, 1,322 words; the
United States Tax Code, 2 million 8
hundred thousand plus words. It is out
of control.

June 19, 2000

In America, if a dog urinates in a
parking lot, the EPA deems it a wet-
land. What is even worse, the IRS slaps
on a hazardous waste tax. Beam me up
here.

It is time to pass the simple flat 15
percent national sales tax and abolish
the IRS.

| yield back all elements of the “‘In-
ternal Rectal Service”.

m]

FLOYD D. SPENCE NATIONAL DE-
FENSE AUTHORIZATION ACT FOR
FISCAL YEAR 2001

(Mr. SKELTON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SKELTON. Madam Speaker, each
year, the legislative process consist-
ently yields a particularly important
authorization bill, and each and every
year that authorization bill is signed
into law by the President. | am speak-
ing of the annual Defense authoriza-
tion bill.

A month ago on May 18, the Floyd D.
Spence National Defense Authorization
Act for fiscal year 2001, aptly named
for our distinguished chairman in his
last year at the helm of the committee,
passed the House by a strong bipar-
tisan margin of 353 to 63.

The $310 billion that this bill would
authorize in the coming fiscal year rep-
resents the blueprint for defense policy
and spending priorities as it does every
year. Not only does it set the troop
strength levels and extend expiring au-
thorities, it goes to the heart of what
our troops need to do the job. This bill
will directly improve their quality of
life, their readiness to fight, and the
pace of the modernization of their
equipment.

I am especially pleased that this bill
contains several important new initia-
tives, including a comprehensive pack-
age of military health care reforms
that would significantly improve ac-
cess to quality health care for all mili-
tary beneficiaries, particularly for
over-65 military retirees.

But, Mr. Speaker, | am sorry to note that
progress on the Defense Authorization bill,
after passage in the House, has come to a
sudden standstill in the other body. As | look
about the legislative landscape, | see no other
issue that | believe should take precedence
over the authorization of the funds that our
troops need. | hope that this situation can be
dealt with quickly, and that we can get about
the business of going to conference on a Sen-
ate bill and a House bill in the very near fu-
ture.

The Congress needs this bill. The troops
need this bill. The country needs this bill.

m|

APOLOGY FOR SLAVERY

(Mr. HALL of Ohio asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. HALL of Ohio. Madam Speaker,
today, on a date African Americans
celebrate as their second Independence
Day, | am introducing a resolution.



		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-10-21T03:50:30-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




