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Rivers
Rodriguez
Roemer
Rogers
Rohrabacher
Ros-Lehtinen
Rothman
Roukema
Roybal-Allard
Rush
Ryan (WI)
Ryun (KS)
Salmon
Sanchez
Sanders
Sandlin
Sawyer
Saxton
Scarborough
Schakowsky
Scott
Sensenbrenner
Serrano
Sessions
Shadegg
Shaw
Shays
Sherman
Sherwood

Shimkus
Shows
Shuster
Simpson
Sisisky
Skeen
Skelton
Smith (MI)
Smith (NJ)
Smith (TX)
Smith (WA)
Souder
Spence
Spratt
Stabenow
Stark
Stearns
Stump
Stupak
Sununu
Sweeney
Talent
Tancredo
Tanner
Tauscher
Tauzin
Taylor (NC)
Terry
Thomas

Thornberry
Thune
Thurman
Toomey
Towns
Traficant
Turner
Upton
Velazquez
Vitter
Walden
Walsh
Wamp
Watkins
Watt (NC)
Watts (OK)
Waxman
Weiner
Weldon (FL)
Weldon (PA)
Wexler
Whitfield
Wicker
Wilson
Wise
Wolf
Woolsey
Wynn
Young (FL)

NAYS—46

Aderholt
Bilbray
Borski
Brady (PA)
Clyburn
Costello
Crane
English
Etheridge
Filner
Ford
Gibbons
Gillmor
Gutierrez
Gutknecht
Hefley

Hill (MT)
Hilliard
Hulshof
Klink
Kucinich
LaFalce
LoBiondo
McDermott
McNulty
Meeks (NY)
Moore
Oberstar
Peterson (MN)
Pickett
Ramstad
Rogan

Sabo
Schaffer
Slaughter
Stenholm
Strickland
Taylor (MS)
Thompson (CA)
Thompson (MS)
Udall (CO)
Udall (NM)
Visclosky
Waters
Weller
Wu

NOT VOTING—34

Baird
Baldacci
Barton
Bishop
Boehner
Brown (OH)
Callahan
Campbell
Capps
Chenoweth-Hage
Clay
Cooksey

Danner
DeFazio
Doyle
Fossella
Gejdenson
Gephardt
Graham
Hutchinson
Jones (OH)
Lowey
Martinez
McCollum

Myrick
Owens
Royce
Sanford
Snyder
Tiahrt
Tierney
Vento
Weygand
Young (AK)
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So the Journal was approved.
The result of the vote was announced

as above recorded.
f

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LATOURETTE). Will the gentleman from
Ohio (Mr. PORTMAN) come forward and
lead the House in the Pledge of Alle-
giance.

Mr. PORTMAN led the Pledge of Al-
legiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

f

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER
AS COSPONSOR OF HOUSE RESO-
LUTION 396

Mr. ABERCROMBIE. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that my name
be removed as a cosponsor of House
Resolution 396.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Hawaii?

There was no objection.

f

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain 15 one-minutes on
each side.

f

SOCIAL SECURITY EARNINGS
LIMIT

(Mr. GIBBONS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GIBBONS. Mr. Speaker, Ben-
jamin Franklin once said that when
people ‘‘are employed, they are best
contented.’’ Unfortunately, our Gov-
ernment right now is denying content-
ment to millions of seniors who want
to work but cannot because of the So-
cial Security earnings limit.

Because of this earnings limit, sen-
iors who work are being stripped of
their Social Security benefits, the very
Social Security benefits that they have
spent their adult life earning and pay-
ing for with their own money. They are
being penalized $2 for every $1 they
earn if they choose to keep working.
This is nonsense. It is wrong. And it
must end.

Fortunately, the Republicans here in
the House are supporting a plan that
would give relief to the millions of sen-
iors who are burdened by the earnings
limit. We understand that senior citi-
zens who choose to work should not
have to put their Social Security bene-
fits at risk.

Senior citizens can and do make last-
ing contributions in the workforce, and
they should not be denied that right.
The time has come to put an end to the
Social Security earnings limit and tell
our working citizens that we do not
think they should be punished for hav-
ing a job.

f

AFFORDABLE PRESCRIPTION
DRUGS IN AMERICA

(Mr. BONIOR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BONIOR. Mr. Speaker, the dis-
charge petition drive that is being
launched today is strong medicine, and
it is the right prescription for Amer-
ican families.

But do not take my word for it. Just
ask Sue Darling, who is a constituent
of mine in Port Huron, Michigan.

Mrs. Darling suffers from Parkin-
son’s Disease and other illnesses. In
fact, before her husband died last year,
they spent 60 percent of their income
on the medicine that they both needed.

The cost of filling three prescriptions
Mrs. Darling needs just for her emphy-
sema alone comes to more than $300
per month. That is $300 for three pre-
scriptions.

She has Medigap coverage, but it is
exhausted after three months.

Mrs. Darling is at the point now
where she would beg her physician for
free samples of the inhalers that she
needs. That is why we are jump-start-
ing the debate over affordable prescrip-
tion drugs in this country.

The chance to craft a sensible solu-
tion, we are not asking for anything
more than that.

Lord knows Americans like Mrs. Dar-
ling deserve nothing less.

f
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LET US GIVE SENIORS RELIEF
FROM SOCIAL SECURITY EARN-
INGS LIMIT

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, Thomas
Edison once said, there is no substitute
for hard work. I think most of us in the
chamber could agree with that. There
is no substitute for the feeling of satis-
faction after a hard day’s work. Too
often, work is something that many
people take for granted. But one group
of people who do not take work for
granted is our seniors. Because of the
Social Security earnings limit, work-
ing seniors can literally not afford to
take work for granted. Because of the
Social Security earnings limit, mil-
lions of working seniors are stripped of
their Social Security benefits. Their
crime is employment. Because they
have a job, the government takes away
the Social Security benefits that they
have spent a lifetime earning.

This is wrong. This is not fair. Last
week, the House took the first step in
giving relief to married couples who
pay tax penalties because they are
married. Now it is time to give relief to
seniors who are penalized because they
work. Let us all join together and give
seniors relief from the Social Security
earnings limit.

f

SENIORS DESERVE TO PAY LESS
FOR PRESCRIPTION DRUGS

(Mr. CUMMINGS asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, we
have a health crisis in this Nation. Our
seniors are being priced out of the pre-
scription drugs that help keep them
alive and allow them to live healthy
lives. I submit that after a lifetime of
service to family and community, our
seniors deserve to pay less. They de-
serve to pay less than customers of
drug companies who receive discounts
because they have market power. But
more importantly, they deserve to pay
less than that which is paid for drugs
used by animals. Today I am releasing
a government reform minority study of
my district in Maryland which reveals
that drug manufacturer prices are
twice as high for humans than for ani-
mals, and these price differentials can-
not be justified by quality differences

VerDate 27-JAN-2000 01:51 Feb 17, 2000 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00002 Fmt 4636 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A16FE7.001 pfrm13 PsN: H16PT1



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H459February 16, 2000
or research costs. Now is the time to
act. I urge my colleagues to end this
discrimination by supporting a com-
prehensive benefit for all Medicare
beneficiaries.

f

RECOGNIZING UNIVERSITY OF
UTAH ON ITS 150TH ANNIVERSARY

(Mr. COOK asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. COOK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
in order to recognize the University of
Utah’s 150th anniversary. On February
28, 1850, the Utah State Assembly or-
dained the University of the State of
Deseret, better known today as the
University of Utah. Since its creation,
the University of Utah has conferred
over 180,000 degrees, making it the
State’s most profuse provider of higher
education. In addition to its edu-
cational excellence, the university is
also a leader in cultural, social, sci-
entific, economic, medical and artistic
contributions.

I would like to take this time to
honor the faculty, staff, and students
of the University of Utah for enriching
the great State of Utah and the Nation.
Today with undergraduate and grad-
uate enrollment nearing 26,000 and stu-
dents representing all 29 counties, all
50 States, and 102 foreign countries, I
am proud to say that the University of
Utah is indeed a diverse population
bringing together great ideas. I know
this because my wife and I both grad-
uated from The U in 1969. We are proud
to be part of the university’s edu-
cational excellence, and I am honored
to speak on its 150th anniversary.

f

ON INTERNATIONAL CHILD
ABDUCTION

(Mr. LAMPSON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. LAMPSON. Mr. Speaker, today I
begin a series of 1-minutes that recog-
nize the enormous problem this Nation
has with children who have been ab-
ducted internationally. Last week I
met with six parents from across the
country whose children have been
taken from them and are being held in
foreign countries. I had the oppor-
tunity to sit down with them, to look
into their eyes and to hear their sto-
ries. And the pain that they experience
on a daily basis is heart wrenching.

There are 10,000 American children
who have been taken to foreign coun-
tries; and it is time for Congress, the
media, and the American people to
focus their attention on these children
and bring them home to their rightful
parents. These stories are about fami-
lies, about reuniting children and par-
ents. When we look at a globe, we may
see boundaries; but when it comes to
reuniting families, we must know no
boundaries.

Tomorrow I will tell the story of Saif
Ahmed, a young boy from my home-

town who was abducted by his father
and is now being illegally held in
Egypt. The meetings last week and the
1-minute addresses that will tell the
story of these international abductions
are just the first steps in what will be
an ongoing dialogue with the American
people to bring our children home.

f

CENSUS 2000

(Mr. MILLER of Florida asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
the census is just weeks away. In fact,
in remote regions of our Nation such as
Alaska, the enumeration has already
begun. Next month, 119 million house-
holds will receive their census forms in
the mail. One of the most important
tools the bureau is using to promote
returning census forms is called the
Census in the Schools project, which
strives to help students learn what a
census is and why it is important to
them, their families, and the commu-
nity; increase participation in the cen-
sus 2000; to galvanize students, teach-
ers, and families to support the census;
and to recruit teachers and parents to
work as census takers and in other sup-
port jobs.

I have participated in several of these
census in the schools programs in my
district and here in the District of Co-
lumbia. I can say firsthand that the
children get enthusiastic about sup-
porting the census and getting their
parents to return the forms. I encour-
age all my colleagues, both Democrats
and Republicans, to conduct a census
in the schools program in their district
to promote this vital, important civic
responsibility.

f

IT IS TIME TO DUMP THE TAX
CODE

(Mr. TRAFICANT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Speaker, our
Tax Code costs us $140 billion a year.
There are over 200 forms. All our in-
come, savings, education, and invest-
ments are taxed. Even business taxes
are passed on to us. We are even taxed
for marital sex. Beam me up. It is time
to pass a flat national retail sales tax,
15 percent. No more income taxes, no
more taxes on savings, no more forms,
no more deadlines, no more account-
ants, no more lawyers, no more re-
ceipts, no more Internal Revenue Serv-
ice. It is time, ladies and gentlemen of
Congress.

I yield back this Communist, un-
American Tax Code by saying to both
parties: tax this.

f

SIGN THE PRESCRIPTION DRUG
DISCHARGE PETITION

(Mr. UDALL of New Mexico asked
and was given permission to address

the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Mr.
Speaker, today Members of this Cham-
ber will have the opportunity to sign
the prescription drug discharge peti-
tion that will bring this issue to the
floor of this body. Members will have
to decide, will they help the people of
their districts or continue the price
discrimination of the big drug compa-
nies?

Many New Mexicans have told me
how the high cost of prescription drugs
affects their lives. One of my constitu-
ents, Suzette Binder of Santa Fe, wrote
to me:

We are crippled financially because of dia-
betic pill costs for which there is no generic
brand. We live in retirement on the same
money we had 10 years ago. But the money
goes like the wind and drug costs are one of
the major causes. Do what you can.

Mr. Speaker, during the January re-
cess, I heard from many people that ex-
pressed similar sentiments to me. I
firmly believe widespread price dis-
crimination is wrong.

I urge my colleagues on both sides of
the aisle to sign the petition. No one in
America should ever have to decide be-
tween needed medication and food.

f

HOUSE IS WORKING TO ELIMINATE
MARRIAGE TAX PENALTY AND
SENIOR EARNINGS PENALTY

(Mr. WELLER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. WELLER. Mr. Speaker, this
House is making progress. This past
week we passed legislation to address
what I consider to be the most unfair
aspect of the Tax Code, the marriage
tax penalty suffered by 25 million mar-
ried working couples who pay $1,400 on
average in higher taxes just because
they are married.

Later on today in the Committee on
Ways and Means, we are going to move
legislation that eliminates the earn-
ings penalty on senior citizens who are
on Social Security who need to con-
tinue working or who want to continue
working and right now they are pun-
ished. In fact, $2 out of $3 of their So-
cial Security benefits if they earn more
than $17,000 are taxed and taken away
just because they want to work. That
is wrong. That is what that is all
about. We want to bring fairness to the
Tax Code. That is why we worked to
eliminate the marriage tax penalty.

My hope is our friends in the Senate
will join with us. My hope is those on
the other side of the aisle will join with
us and make it a bipartisan effort to
eliminate the marriage tax penalty and
to eliminate the earnings penalty on
our senior citizens. It is all about fair-
ness.
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