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Disabilities Education Act Amendments of
1997, see H.R. 5, the Individuals with Disabil-
ities Education Act Amendments of 1997.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania?

There was no objection.
f

ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY,
FEBRUARY 14, 2000

Mr. FOLEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that when the House ad-
journs today it adjourn to meet at 12:30
p.m. on Monday next for morning hour
debates.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida?

There was no objection.
f

DISPENSING WITH CALENDAR
WEDNESDAY BUSINESS ON
WEDNESDAY NEXT

Mr. FOLEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that the business in
order under the Calendar Wednesday
rule be dispensed with on Wednesday
next.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida?

There was no objection.
f

RECESS OR ADJOURNMENT OF
SENATE FROM FEBRUARY 10,
2000, OR FEBRUARY 11, 2000 TO
FEBRUARY 22, 2000, AND AD-
JOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE
FROM FEBRUARY 16, 2000, FEB-
RUARY 17, 2000 OR FEBRUARY 18,
2000 TO FEBRUARY 29, 2000.

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following privileged
Senate concurrent resolution (S. Con.
Res. 80) providing for recess or adjourn-
ment of the Senate from February 10 or
11, 2000, to February 22, 2000, and ad-
journment of the House from February
16, 17, or 18, 2000, to February 29, 2000.

The Clerk read the Senate concur-
rent resolution, as follows:

S. CON. RES. 80
Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-

resentatives concurring), That when the Sen-
ate recesses or adjourns at the close of busi-
ness on Thursday, February 10, 2000, or Fri-
day, February 11, 2000, on a motion offered
pursuant to this concurrent resolution by its
Majority Leader or his designee, it stand re-
cessed or adjourned until noon on Tuesday,
February 22, 2000, or until such time on that
day as may be specified by its Majority
Leader or his designee in the motion to re-
cess or adjourn, or until noon on the second
day after Members are notified to reassemble
pursuant to section 2 of this concurrent reso-
lution, whichever occurs first; and that when
the House adjourns on the legislative day of
Wednesday, February 16, 2000, Thursday,
February 17, 2000, or Friday, February 18,
2000, on a motion offered pursuant to this
concurrent resolution by its Majority Leader
or his designee, it stand adjourned until 12:30
p.m. on Tuesday, February 29, 2000, for morn-
ing-hour debate, or until noon on the second
day after Members are notified to reassemble
pursuant to section 2 of this concurrent reso-
lution, whichever occurs first.

SEC. 2. The Majority Leader of the Senate
and the Speaker of the House, acting jointly
after consultation with the Minority Leader
of the Senate and the Minority Leader of the
House, shall notify the Members of the Sen-
ate and House, respectively, to reassemble
whenever, in their opinion, the public inter-
est shall warrant it.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the Senate concurrent reso-
lution is concurred in.

There was no objection.
A motion to reconsider was laid upon

the table.

f

ANNOUNCEMENT REGARDING
AMENDMENT PROCESS FOR H.R.
1987, FAIR ACCESS TO INDEM-
NITY AND REIMBURSEMENT ACT

(Mr. SESSIONS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, this
afternoon a ‘‘Dear Colleague’’ letter
will be sent to all Members informing
them that the Committee on Rules is
planning to meet the week of February
14 to grant a rule for the consideration
of H.R. 1987, the Fair Access to Indem-
nity and Reimbursement Act.

The Committee on Rules may grant a
rule which would require that amend-
ments be preprinted in the CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD. In this case, amend-
ments must be preprinted prior to their
consideration on the floor.

Members should use the Office of
Legislative Counsel to ensure that
their amendments are properly drafted
and should check with the Office of the
Parliamentarian to be certain their
amendments comply with the rules of
the House.

f

ECONOMIC REPORT OF THE PRESI-
DENT OF THE UNITED STATES—
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
OF THE UNITED STATES

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message
from the President of the United
States; which was read and, without
objection, referred to the Joint Eco-
nomic Committee:
To the Congress of the United States:

Today, the American economy is
stronger than ever. We are on the brink
of marking the longest economic ex-
pansion in our Nation’s history. More
than 20 million new jobs have been cre-
ated since Vice President Gore and I
took office in January 1993. We now
have the lowest unemployment rate in
30 years—even as core inflation has
reached its lowest level since 1965.

This expansion has been both deep
and broad, reaching Americans of all
races, ethnicities, and income levels.
African American unemployment and
poverty are at their lowest levels on
record. Hispanic unemployment is like-
wise the lowest on record, and poverty
among Hispanics is at its lowest level
since 1979. A long-running trend of ris-
ing income inequality has been halted
in the last 7 years. From 1993 to 1998,

families at the bottom of the income
distribution have enjoyed the same
strong income growth as workers at
the top.

In 1999 we had the largest dollar sur-
plus in the Federal budget on record
and the largest in proportion to our
economy since 1951. We are on course
to achieve more budget surpluses for
many years to come. We have used this
unique opportunity to make the right
choices for the future: over the past 2
years, America has paid down $140 bil-
lion in debt held by the public. With
my plan to continue to pay down the
debt, we are now on track to eliminate
the Nation’s publicly held debt by 2013.
Our fiscal discipline has paid off in
lower interest rates, higher private in-
vestment, and stronger productivity
growth.

These economic successes have not
been achieved by accident. They rest
on the three pillars of the economic
strategy that the Vice President and I
laid out when we took office: fiscal dis-
cipline to help reduce interest rates
and spur business investment; invest-
ing in education, health care, and
science and technology to meet the
challenges of the 21st century; and
opening foreign markets so that Amer-
ican workers have a fair chance to
compete abroad. As a result, the Amer-
ican economy is not only strong today;
it is well positioned to continue to ex-
pand and to widen the circle of oppor-
tunity for more Americans.

THE ADMINISTRATION’S ECONOMIC STRATEGY

Our economic strategy was based on
a commitment, first, to fiscal dis-
cipline. When the Vice President and I
took office, the U.S. Government had a
budget deficit of $290 billion. Today we
have a surplus of $124 billion. This fis-
cal discipline has helped us launch a
virtuous circle of strong investment,
increasing productivity, low inflation,
and low unemployment.

Second, we have remained true to our
commitment to invest in our people.
Because success in the global economy
depends more than ever on highly
skilled workers, we have taken con-
certed steps to make sure all Ameri-
cans have the education, skills, and op-
portunities they need to succeed. That
is why, even as we maintained fiscal re-
sponsibility, we expanded our invest-
ments in education, technology, and
training. We have opened the doors of
college to all Americans, with tax cred-
its, more affordable student loans, edu-
cation IRAs, and the HOPE Scholar-
ship tax credits. So that working fami-
lies will have the means to support
themselves, we have increased the min-
imum wage, expanded the Earned In-
come Tax Credit (EITC), provided ac-
cess to health insurance for people
with disabilities, and invested in mak-
ing health insurance coverage avail-
able to millions of children.

Third, we have continued to pursue a
policy of opening markets. We have
achieved historic trade pacts such as
the North American Free Trade Agree-
ment and the Uruguay Round agree-
ments, which led to the creation of the
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World Trade Organization. Negotia-
tions in the wake of the Uruguay
Round have yielded market access
commitments covering information
technology, basic telecommunications,
and financial services. We have en-
gaged in bilateral initiatives with
Japan and in regional initiatives in Eu-
rope, Africa, Asia, the Western Hemi-
sphere, and the Middle East. We have
also actively protected our rights
under existing trade agreements
through the World Trade Organization
and helped maintain the Internet as a
tax-free zone.

MEETING THE CHALLENGES OF THE FUTURE

Despite the economy’s extraordinary
performance, we must continue work-
ing to meet the challenges of the fu-
ture. Those challenges include edu-
cating our children, improving the
health and well-being of all our citi-
zens, providing for our senior citizens,
and extending the benefits of the eco-
nomic expansion to all communities
and all parts of this Nation.

We must help our children prepare
for life in a global, information-driven
economy. Success in this new environ-
ment requires that children have a
high-quality education. That means
safe, modern schools. It means making
sure our children have well-trained
teachers who demand high standards.
It means making sure all schools are
equipped with the best new tech-
nologies, so that children can harness
the tools of the 21st century.

First and foremost, our children can-
not continue trying to learn in schools
that are so old they are falling apart.
One-third of all public schools need ex-
tensive repair or replacement. By 2003
we will need an additional 2,400 schools
nationwide to accommodate these ris-
ing enrollments. That is why, in my
State of the Union address, I proposed
$24.8 billion in tax credit bonds over 2
years to modernize up to 6,000 schools,
and a $1.3 billion school emergency
loan and grant proposal to help ren-
ovate schools in high-poverity, high-
need school districts.

Second, if our children are to succeed
in the new digital economy, they must
know how to use the tools of the 21st
century. That is why the Vice Presi-
dent and I have fought for initiatives
like the E-rate, which is providing $2
billion a year to help schools afford to
network their classrooms and connect
to the Internet. The E-rate and our
other initiatives in education tech-
nology have gone a long way toward
giving all children access to tech-
nology in their schools. But there is
still a great ‘‘digital divide’’ when chil-
dren go home. Children from wealthy
families are far more likely to have ac-
cess to a computer at home than chil-
dren from poor or minority families.
That is why, in my budget, I propose a
new Digital Divide initiative that will
expand support for community tech-
nology centers in low-income commu-
nities; a pilot project to expand home
access to computers and the Internet
for low-income families; and grants

and loan guarantees to accelerate the
deployment of high-speed networks in
underserved rural and urban commu-
nities.

Third, we must continue to make col-
lege affordable and accessible for all
Americans. I have proposed a college
opportunity tax cut, which would in-
vest $30 billion over 10 years in helping
millions of families who now struggle
to afford college for their children.
When fully phased in, this initiative
would give families the option to claim
a tax deduction or a tax credit on up to
$10,000 of tuition and fees for any post-
secondary education in which their
members enroll, whether college, grad-
uate study, or training courses. I have
proposed increases in Pell grants, Sup-
plemental Educational Opportunity
Grants, and Work Study. I have also
proposed creating new College Comple-
tion Challenge Grants to encourage
students to stay in college.

We have seen dramatic advances in
health care over the course of the 20th
century, which have led to an inrease
in life expectancy of almost 30 years.
But much remains to be done to ensure
that all have and maintain access to
quality medical care. That is why my
budget expands health care coverage,
calls for passing a strong and enforce-
able Patients’ Bill of Rights, strength-
ens and modernizes Medicare, addresses
long-term care, and continues to pro-
mote life-saving research.

My budget invests over $110 billion
over 10 years to improve the
affordablility accessibility, and quality
of health insurance. It will provide a
new, affordable health insurance option
for uninsured parents as well as accel-
erate enrollment of uninsured children
who are eligible for Medicaid and the
State Children’s Health Insurance Pro-
gram. The initiative will expand health
insurance options for Americans facing
unique barriers to coverage. For exam-
ple, it will allow certain people aged
55–65 to buy into Medicare, and it will
give tax credits to workers who cannot
afford the full costs of COBRA coverage
after leaving a job. Finally, my initia-
tive will provide funds to strengthen
the public hospitals and clinics that
provide health care directly to the un-
insured. If enacted, this would be the
largest investment in health coverage
since Medicare was created in 1965, and
one of the most significant steps we
can take to help working families.

As our Nation ages and we live
longer, we face new challenges in Medi-
care and long-term care. Despite im-
provements in Medicare in the past 7
years, the program begins this century
with the disadvantages of insufficient
funding, inadequate benefits, and out-
dated payment systems. To strengthen
and modernize the program, I have pro-
posed a comprehensive reform plan
that would make Medicare more com-
petitive and efficient and invest $400
billion over the next 10 years in extend-
ing solvency through 2025 and adding a
long-overdue, voluntary prescription
drug benefit.

The aging of America also under-
scores the need to build systems to pro-
vide long-term care. More than 5 mil-
lion Americans require long-term care
because of significant limitations due
to illness or disability. About two-
thirds of them are older Americans.
That is why I have proposed a $27 bil-
lion investment over 10 years in long-
term care. Its centerpiece is a $3,000
tax credit to defray the cost of long-
term care. In addition, I propose to ex-
pand access to home-based care, to es-
tablish new support networks for care-
givers, and to promote quality private
long-term care insurance by offering it
to Federal employees at group rates.

We must continue to make this eco-
nomic expansion reach out to every
corner of our country, leaving no town,
city, or Native American reservation
behind. That is why I am asking the
Congress to authorize two additional
components of our New Markets agen-
da. The first is the New Markets Ven-
ture Capital Firms program, geared to-
ward helping small and first-time busi-
nesses. The second is America’s Private
Investment Companies, modeled on the
Overseas Private Investment Corpora-
tion, to help larger businesses expand
or relocate to distressed inner-city and
rural areas. Overall the New Markets
initiative could spur $22 billion of new
equity investment in our underserved
communities.

I am also proposing a new initiative
called First Accounts, to expand access
to financial services for low- and mod-
erate-income Americans. We will work
with private financial institutions to
encourage the creation of low-cost
bank accounts for low-income families.
We will help bring more automated
teller machines to safe places in low-
income communities, such as the post
office. And we will educate Americans
about managing household finances
and building assets over time.

To further increase opportunities for
working families, I am proposing an-
other expansion of the EITC to provide
tax relief for 6.4 million hard-pressed
families—with additional benefits for
families with three or more children.
We have seen the dramatic effects that
our 1993 expansion of the EITC had in
reducing poverty and encouraging
work: 4.3 million people were directly
lifted out of poverty by the EITC in
1998 alone. More single mothers are
working than ever before, and the child
poverty rate is at its lowest since 1980.

Our initiatives to open overseas mar-
kets will continue. We have success-
fully concluded bilateral negotiations
on China’s accession to the World
Trade Organization and now seek con-
gressional action to provide China with
permanent normal trade relations. The
United States will also work to give
the least developed countries greater
access to global markets. We will par-
ticipate in the scheduled multilateral
talks to liberalize trade in services and
agriculture and will continue to press
our trading partners to launch a new
round of negotiations within the World
Trade Organization.
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We have a historic opportunity to an-

swer the challenges ahead: to increase
economic opportunity for all American
families; to provide quality, affordable
child care, health care, and long-term
care; and to give our children the best
education in the world. Working to-
gether, we can meet these great chal-
lenges and make this new millennium
one of ever-increasing promise, hope,
and opportunity for all Americans.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON.
THE WHITE HOUSE, February 10, 2000.

b 1700
f

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
HASTINGS of Washington). The Chair
will now recognize one minute re-
quests.

f

TRIBUTE TO SGT. BRUCE A.
PROTHERO, A FALLEN HERO

(Mr. EHRLICH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks).

Mr. EHRLICH. Mr. Speaker, today in
Reisterstown, Maryland, hundreds of
police officers have gathered to pay
tribute to another fallen hero. Earlier
this week, Sergeant Bruce A. Prothero,
a 13-year veteran of the Baltimore
County Police Department, said good-
bye to his wife and five young children.
He went to work his second job, some-
thing many police officers must do to
support their families.

Shortly after the jewelry store at
which Sergeant Prothero was employed
opened for business, armed thugs en-
tered the store. While horrified cus-
tomers were forced to the floor, the
Sergeant was held at gunpoint until
the robbery was completed. As the
thugs made their escape, Sergeant
Prothero was gunned down.

Every day, all across America, police
officers lay their lives on the line so
that we may enjoy the freedoms so
many of us take for granted. They are
our moms and dads, our brothers and
sisters, our sons and daughters. They
are our heroes. Sergeant Bruce A.
Prothero was just such a hero. But,
more importantly, he was a loving fa-
ther, a devoted husband, a son, and a
brother.

May God grant strength to his fam-
ily, and eternal peace to another fallen
hero. Let these words, now a perma-
nent part of the history of this great
Nation, serve as an introduction to
those who never knew Sergeant
Prothero, and as a reminder to those
who will miss him so dearly.

f

WORKING TOGETHER TO ACHIEVE
NASA’S GOALS

(Mr. WELDON of Florida asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. WELDON of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, space program supporters often
compete among themselves for pro-
grams and funding. I want to do my
part to bring everyone together to
work towards a common goal, and I re-
cently had an opportunity to visit
NASA’s Johnson Space Center in Hous-
ton.

My district includes Kennedy Space
Center, which is a traditional rival for
funding with the Johnson Space Cen-
ter. But I went to Texas to build
bridges between our great States, and I
want you to know that the people in
Houston were very cooperative and
great to work with.

I want to thank the Clear Lake Area
Economic Development Foundation,
Boeing Corporation, GB Tech, United
Space Alliance, Lockheed Martin and
Barrios Technology for giving me an
overview of the local aerospace indus-
try; and I want to especially thank
Johnson Space Center Director George
Abbey for his hospitality during our
trip.

Our human space flight program is
the crown jewel of our Nation’s space
exploration and development efforts;
and I am confident that, working to-
gether, key States such as Texas, Flor-
ida, Alabama, California, as well as Ne-
vada and Washington, can help build
the political support for a stronger
space program.

f

BLIND JUSTICE?
(Mr. GIBBONS asked and was given

permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GIBBONS. Mr. Speaker, yester-
day a judicial oversight council or-
dered an investigation be conducted
into the special assignment of criminal
cases involving the friends of President
Clinton to favorable judges appointed
by President Clinton.

Yes, indeed, these were ‘‘special’’
cases. So special, in fact, that the as-
signment of these cases intentionally
bypassed the computer system which
normally and randomly assigns crimi-
nal cases of all other accused individ-
uals; well, all other accused individuals
that are not the personal friends or as-
sociates of the President it seems.

Our judicial system must maintain
complete impartiality, no matter ‘‘who
you know’’ in politics. Whether the ju-
dicial system was abused to grant pref-
erential treatment to presidential al-
lies, that will be determined. However,
we need to remain vigilant over our
justice system to ensure that our laws
are applied equally to everyone.

Justice is supposed to be blind. That
includes being blind to who your
friends are too.

f

ELIMINATE THE TRICARE PRIME
COPAY

(Mr. NETHERCUTT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. NETHERCUTT. Mr. Speaker, I
hear from constituents on a daily basis
who are concerned about the avail-
ability and affordability of military
health care. On February 1, I intro-
duced H.R. 3565 to eliminate the copay-
ment requirement for TRICARE Prime
and to make military health care more
affordable.

Retirees pay an annual enrollment
fee for coverage and are also subject to
copayment requirements. Active duty
families do not pay an enrollment fee,
but are subject to copayments. I am
concerned that these copays can dra-
matically increase overall health care
costs, particularly for retirees on a
fixed income or for younger enlisted
personnel. At $6 to $12 a visit, these
copays quickly erode the real progress
Congress made last year in approving a
long overdue increase in military pay.
Unless we reduce out-of-pocket costs
for military personnel, pay raises only
help on the margin.

Mr. Speaker, this bill is very good for
veterans, it is good news for active
duty personnel, it is fair under the cir-
cumstances today, and I urge my col-
leagues to support it.

f

SPECIAL ORDERS
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under

the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 1999, and under a previous order
of the House, the following Members
will be recognized for 5 minutes each.

f

NATIONAL DONOR DAY 2000
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a

previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Florida (Mrs. THURMAN) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mrs. THURMAN. Mr. Speaker, organ
donation falls into the category of
things you never think will affect you,
your friend, your neighbor, or your
family. It happens to other people. In
this Congress alone, there are several
Members who have undergone success-
ful organ transplants; and we are
thankful that these fine people are
here with us today. The gentleman
from Massachusetts (Mr. MOAKLEY) and
the gentleman from South Carolina
(Mr. SPENCE) are two of the lucky ones.

My husband, John, was also one of
the lucky ones. His successful trans-
plantation not only gave John a new
lease on life, but it also has given my
children back a father, and me, a lov-
ing husband.

Mr. Speaker, though we are not
alone, every year thousands of Ameri-
cans wait anxiously on the organ dona-
tion lists, and they are entirely de-
pendent on those kind enough to give.
They are entirely dependent on those
aware that there is a genuine need.

Today transplantation is extremely
successful and people can live produc-
tive lives with a transplanted organ.
However, because of this technology,
even more people have been added to
the national waiting list.

Sadly, the number of donors has not
grown as fast as the number of people
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