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name of parental rights, but it has
done nothing to reunify another sur-
vivor from that ill-fated freedom jour-
ney with her beloved 5-year-old daugh-
ter in Cuba.

On Tuesday, May 23, at 2:30 p.m., I in-
vite each of my colleagues to come and
learn the answers to these questions by
attending a special briefing to be held
by Brent Bozell, founder of the Media
Research Center, who will give a pres-
entation on how the media have dis-
torted the truth regarding the case of
Elian Gonzalez.

Come learn the real reason why the
Gonzalez family and anticommunist
Americans everywhere are valiantly
fighting for a fair chance to give Elian
in his fair day in court in the United
States.

If the fact that blacks and Jews are
persecuted in Cuba, that gays and HIV
patients are quarantined in concentra-
tion camps, and that all Cuban chil-
dren are stripped from their parents
and sent off to forced work camps is
news to my colleagues, they can blame
the biased media.

Galileo said ‘‘all truths are easy to
understand once they are discovered;
the point is to discover them.’’

Mr. Speaker, I hope to see many of
our colleagues attempting to unveil
the truths about Elian Gonzalez’ case
by attending next Tuesday’s briefing
and discovering the truths about this
case.
f

WORLD BANK AIDS MARSHALL
PLAN TRUST FUND ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
OSE). Under a previous order of the
House, the gentlewoman from Texas
(Ms. JACKSON-LEE) is recognized for 5
minutes.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, earlier today, the House took
up the tribute to honoring the Nation’s
law enforcement officers. I would just
like to add my appreciation and rec-
ognition of those officers, some of
whom lost their lives in my own home
town of Houston, Texas. I think the
resolution was one of a very important
statement to acknowledge the heroes
that we meet every day in law enforce-
ment who act to keep our communities
safe.

In addition, Mr. Speaker, the House
addressed the question of world AIDS
in H.R. 3519. I rise today to discuss this
very important issue.

If we were to take a rollcall of the
number of HIV/AIDS cases in sub-Saha-
ran Africa, we would find the country
of Botswana and the country of Zambia
and the country of South Africa with
numbers reaching up into 20 percent of
the HIV infected adults in those par-
ticular countries.

When I traveled to Africa in the
spring of 1999 on the first Presidential
mission to the continent on the issue
of HIV/AIDS to discover the number of
children that will be orphaned by the
year 2005, noting that some 40 percent
of Africa’s children could, in fact, be

orphaned because of the devastation of
AIDS. This legislation is long in com-
ing.

I am a very proud co-sponsor of this
legislation, and I want to salute the
gentleman from Iowa (Chairman
LEACH) and the gentleman from New
York (Mr. LAFALCE), ranking member,
and the gentlewoman from California
(Ms. LEE), the cosponsor and the pro-
ponent and mover of this legislation. I
am very happy to join her in this ef-
fort, and as well, to encourage my col-
leagues in the Senate and for us ulti-
mately to have this bill before the
President of the United States.

As I indicated to my colleagues, the
numbers in Zimbabwe are 25.9 percent,
Botswana 25.1 percent, Namibia 19.4
percent, and South Africa 12.9 percent.
An even more heart-wrenching sta-
tistic is that 13 million children have
lost one or both of their parents to
AIDS. This number is projected to
reach 40 million by 2010.

It is interesting to note the many
roads we have traveled to try to fight
this devastating disease. But the im-
portant point is to recognize that we
must face this together. This legisla-
tion will provide $100 million for pre-
vention and education. This legislation
is a start.

We all remember the Marshall Plan
that was utilized to rebuild a fallen Eu-
rope. There is no more important issue
than to rebuild humanity. AIDS is
moving its way from the continent of
Africa to India to China. This is not a
respecter of one’s income, of one’s
background, of the continent that one
might live on.

In fact, in Zimbabwe, the life expect-
ancy is only 38.8 years and in Malawi,
34.8 years. We are facing this devasta-
tion everywhere we go.

When I traveled to Africa, I went in
to visit some of the locales and villages
where HIV-infected persons were, liv-
ing in desolation, alone, and without
family support because of the confu-
sion of the disease.

When I visited these bedridden indi-
viduals, I saw so many of them suf-
fering, not only from the devastation
of AIDS, but they were suffering from
tuberculosis. Sometimes they were left
to be cared for by children as young as
4 and 6 years old, because other fami-
lies had already died.

One woman that I spoke to had al-
ready lost six members of her family,
was HIV-infected herself along with her
son. The reason is because she nurtured
her husband who died of this disease,
and none of the family members would
explain what was occurring to him. It
is a question of whether they even
knew. So of course, she contracted the
disease subsequently as well.

I do want to acknowledge as well
Congressman Dellums, who formerly
was a colleague of ours whose brain
child this legislation was. We thank
him for his constant persistence and
his work with all of us, including the
Democratic Caucus, the gentleman
from Missouri (Mr. GEPHARDT), the mi-

nority leader, the Congressional Black
Caucus, all of whom have participated
in visitations and in efforts to raise or
heighten the sophistication and knowl-
edge about this devastation.

When I was in Africa, I met with
Ugandan first lady Janet Museveni,
who was leading a campaign to help
the orphans who had been victimized
by HIV/AIDS, working with grand-
parents and providing support systems,
some of whom have lost all their chil-
dren, and they are caring for 10, 11, 12,
15 grandchildren.

It is important to recognize that
there are things that we could do bet-
ter in this bill. Frankly, I wish the
Feingold and the Feinstein amend-
ments could have been included dealing
with prescription drugs.

I hope that, as we look to this bill in
the future, even though the President,
in his wisdom, ordered an executive
order to take Senator FEINSTEIN’s
amendment and include it as an execu-
tive order, I believe that there is more
that we could have done.

Let me also say, as I conclude, Mr.
Speaker, that I was very gratified when
we passed the African Growth and Op-
portunity Act, a legislation that I had
an amendment to ask the private sec-
tor to involve themselves in fighting
the devastation of AIDS was included.

Might I simply say that this is an im-
portant legislative initiative. I support
it. I hope that we will see the efforts of
this legislation helping to fight the
devastation of AIDS.

I thank the Speaker for bringing this impor-
tant piece of legislation to the Floor this week.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 3519,
the World Bank AIDS Marshall Plan Trust
Fund Act.

I would like to thank Congressman LEACH
for including the core provisions of BARBARA
LEE’s original bill, H.R. 2765, the AIDS Mar-
shall Plan and Congressman Dellums for his
public awareness regarding the importance of
this bill.

This bill garners bipartisan support, includ-
ing the Democratic Caucus and the CBC
which both recognize the necessity of HIV/
AIDS funding in Sub-Saharan Africa.

Mr. Speaker, I personally saw the devasta-
tion that the AIDS epidemic is causing in Afri-
ca during a visit with the President during
March of 1999. During that trip, I visited
places like St. Anthony’s Compound in Zambia
where grandparents were caring for grand-
children orphaned by AIDS.

In Uganda, the government showed the del-
egation the impact of AIDS as we met with a
grandmother who was caring for 38 of her
grandchildren because they were orphaned by
her 11 children.

I also met with Ugandan First Lady Janet K.
Museveni who is leading the campaign to help
orphans as we discussed the fact that over 13
million children have been orphaned because
of AIDS.

This trip emphasized to me the dire cir-
cumstances existing in Africa today and the
obligation countries like the United States
have to combat this disease.

The goal of this bill is to create a trust fund
administered by the World Bank to combat the
AIDS epidemic is long overdue.
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By directing the Secretary of Treasury to

enter into negotiations with the World Bank
and member nations, H.R. 3519 would serve
as the impetus for an international response to
the HIV/AIDS epidemic.

This bill would authorize the United States
to contribute $200 million a year through fiscal
year 2005 to this fund which would provide
grants for prevention care programs and part-
nerships between local governments and the
private sector that would lead to education,
treatment, research, and affordable drugs.

Organizations like the Joint United Nations
Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) would be
recipients of these grants.

By providing grants to organizations like
UNAIDS, this bill could help address the ‘‘drug
corruption’’ in sub-Saharan Africa by requiring
that only those countries that eliminate corrup-
tion are eligible for trust funds.

Just last week, this Congress passed the
Africa Growth and Opportunity Act in which
there is a structured framework for this country
to use trade and investment as an economic
development too throughout Africa and the
Caribbean.

Unfortunately, the conference report does
not include Senator Feinstein and Feingold’s
amendment that would have prohibited the Ex-
ecutive Branch from denying African countries
to use legal means to improve access to HIV/
AIDS pharmaceuticals for their citizens. This
amendment would have clarified the African
Growth and Opportunity Act so that African
Governments, in accordance with the World
Trade Organizations policies, could exercise
flexibility in addressing public health concerns.

Thus, this amendment would simply allow
countries to determine the availability of HIV/
AIDS pharmaceuticals in their countries and
provide their people with affordable HIV drugs.

Despite the failure of Senator Feinstein and
Feingold’s amendment, the White House still
recognized the importance of access to drug
therapies by issuing an Executive Order just
last week Wednesday to provide access to
HIV pharmaceuticals and medical technology.

This Executive Order incorporates the lan-
guage of the Senator Feinstein-Feingold
amendment and declares that the United
States would not invoke a key clause in U.S.
trade law against sub-Saharan African coun-
tries concerning the protection of patents on
AIDS drugs. Like the Senators’ amendments,
the Executive Order would instead hold the Af-
rican countries to the less stringent standard
of the WTO on intellectual property protection.

Furthermore, I am pleased the House-Sen-
ate conference report includes amendments,
which I offered during last year’s consideration
of the House bill.

The first provision encourages the develop-
ment of small businesses in sub-Shararan Af-
rica, including the promotion of trade between
the small businesses in the United States and
sub-Saharan Africa. This is an important vic-
tory for small business enterprises in America
that are looking to expand remarkable trade
opportunities in Africa.

It was once said, ‘‘There is nothing more
dangerous than to build a society, with a large
segment of people in that society, who feel
that they have no stake in it; who feel that
they have nothing to lose. People who have a
stake in their society, protect that society, but
when they don’t have it, they unconsciously
want to destroy it.’’ Although Martin Luther
King was not speaking of AIDS, his comment
rings true in so many aspects today.

The private sector must take responsibility
for the eradication of this disease if these U.S.
businesses are going to use African resources
for their economic benefit.

Thus, I am pleased that an additional
amendment I offered was incorporated into the
conference report. This provision encourages
U.S. businesses to provide assistance to sub-
Saharan African nations to reduce the inci-
dence of HIV/AIDS and consider the establish-
ment of a Response Fund to coordinate such
efforts.

This is important because HIV/AIDS have
now been declared a national security threat.
My provision reflects a national and inter-
national consensus that we must do every-
thing we can to eliminate the HIV/AIDS dis-
ease.

Senior Clinton Administration officials clearly
express their frustration that by all estimates
on HIV/AIDS, that nearly $2 billion is needed
to adequately prevent the spread of this dis-
ease in Africa per year.

Although, some say this may not be feasible
at the moment, and the $200 million a year
donation from the U.S. is not either, we no
longer can deny that this disease is an epi-
demic of enormous proportion that can no
longer be ignored.

The very fact that the Clinton Administration
formally recognized a month ago that the
spread of HIV/AIDS in the world today is an
international crisis by declaring HIV/AIDS to
be a National Security threat is illustrative of
the devastating effect of this disease.

It is estimated that 800,000 to 900,000
American are living with HIV and every year
another 40,000 become infected. Although
newer and effective therapies have led to re-
ductions in the mortality rate of people with
HIV/AIDS, the demographics of this epidemic
have shifted. Thus, women, young people,
and people of color represent an alarming por-
tion of the new cases of HIV/AIDS.

Globally, more than 16 million have died
from AIDS Since the 1980’s, 80% of them in
sub-Saharan Africa.

The creation of a WorldWide trust in which
nations would be able to obtain grants to ad-
dress the needs of HIV/AIDS victims globally
is truly needed.

We know that 60% of those that have died
from AIDS are in Sub-Saharan Africa.

An even more heart-wrenching statistic is
that 13 million children have lost one or both
of their parents to AIDS and this number is
projected to reach 40 million by 2010.

AIDS in Sub-Saharan Africa accounts for
nearly half of all infectious disease deaths
globally.

The percentage of the adult population in-
fected with HIV or suffering from AIDS is
alarming. To name a few: In Zimbabwe—
25.9%; Botswana—25.1%; Namibia—19.4%;
and South Africa—12.9%.

Additionally, in places like Namibia there
has been a 44.5% drop in the life expectancy.
Now adults in Namibia are only expected to
live 38.9 year!

In Zimbabwe, the life expectancy is only
38.8 years and in Malawi, 34.8 years! Not
since the bubonic plague of the Middle Ages,
has there been a more devastating disease.

Yet, HIV/AIDS is 100% preventable. There
is no reason for 2 million to die a year in Sub-
Saharan Africa and 4 million to become in-
fected.

The AIDS Marshall plan will help to ensure
that the federal government commits to ad-

dressing the HIV/AIDS epidemic over the next
several years.

The survival of Africa is at stake! The United
States can and should be the leader in gener-
ating a global response to this incredible con-
tagion.

Now is the time to act and I urge my col-
leagues to support this measure in its entirety.
f

MANIPULATING INTEREST RATES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. PAUL) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, the national
debt is rising at an annual rate of $100
billion per year while the Federal Gov-
ernment’s obligation to future genera-
tions is rising even faster. Yet, little
concern is shown here in Congress as
our budgets grow and new programs
are added on to old. Ordinary political
deception has been replaced with the
dangerous notion of invincibleness as
Members claim credit for imaginary
budgetary surpluses.

The percent of our income that gov-
ernment now takes continues to rise
while personal liberty is steadily com-
promised with each new budget. But
the political euphoria associated with
the ‘‘New Era’’ economy will soon
come to an end.

Although many have done well dur-
ing the last 7 years of economic
growth, many middle income families
have had to struggle just to keep up.
For them, inflation is not dead and the
easy fortunes made on Wall Street are
as far removed as winning the lottery.
When the economy enters into reces-
sion, this sense of frustration will
spread.

Business cycles are well understood.
They are not a natural consequence of
capitalism, but instead result from
central bank manipulation of credit.
This is especially true when the mone-
tary unit is undefinable, as it is in a
fiat monetary system such as ours.
Therefore, it is correct to blame the
Federal Reserve for all depressions, re-
cessions, inflations, and much of the
unemployment since 1913. The next
downturn, likewise, will be the fault of
the Fed.

It is true that the apparent pros-
perity and the boom part of the cycle
are a result of the Federal Reserve
credit creation, but the price that must
always be paid and the unfairness of in-
flationism makes it is a dangerous
process.

The silly notion that money can be
created at will by a printing press or
through computer entries is eagerly ac-
cepted by the majority as an easy road
to riches, while ignoring any need for
austerity, hard work, saving, and a
truly free market economy. Those who
actively endorse this system equate
money creation with wealth creation
and see it as a panacea for the inherent
political difficulty in raising taxes or
cutting spending.

A central bank that has no restraints
placed on it is always available to the
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