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work in a spirit of partnership and re-
spect was heart-warming, promising a
new era in bilateral relations.

But a short time later there was
Kargil. Kargil is the name of a town in
Kashmir under India’s jurisdiction near
the line of control that separates the
areas controlled by India and Pakistan.
In May of 1999, Pakistani-backed forces
crossed that line and attacked India’s
defensive positions near Kargil. This
bold gambit by Pakistan was not suc-
cessful militarily. Ultimately, it
proved to be even more of a disaster
militarily for Pakistan, and the United
States urged Pakistan to withdraw its
forces back to its side of the line of
control. Our government refused to go
along with Pakistan’s bid to strength-
en its position by internationalizing
the crisis by trying to get the United
States to step in as a mediator in the
bilateral dispute.

What little was left of the ‘‘Spirit of
Lahore,’’ Madam Speaker, was further
eroded last October when a military
coup in Pakistan removed the civilian
government from power and threw
Prime Minister Sharif in jail.

In a recent interview with an inter-
national news service, our Assistant
Secretary of State for South Asian Af-
fairs, Karl Inderfurth, said that a solu-
tion to the Kashmir project must be
homegrown and not exploited from the
outside. Mr. Inderfurth expressed that
the State Department was trying to
move away from the old days when
there was typically a pro-Pakistan tilt
in U.S. policy in the region, to a more
even-handed approach for working with
both of the major South Asian nations.
But he stated, and I quote, ‘‘Right now
we have more opportunities to pursue
with India, and, frankly, right now we
have many more concerns about the di-
rection Pakistan is heading.’’ He also
expressed hope that Pakistan would
take concrete steps that would allow a
productive and serious dialogue to be
resumed with India.

Madam Speaker, I would stress that
the most helpful concrete step that
Pakistan could take would be to do all
in its power to end the cross-border
terrorism that has caused so much suf-
fering to the people of Kashmir, Hindu
and Muslim alike. While India has
made clear its willingness to negotiate
in good faith with Pakistan, India also
has to maintain a vigilant defensive
posture for as long as the Pakistani-
supported cross-border terrorism con-
tinues.

Madam Speaker, I believe that Presi-
dent Clinton’s recent trip to South
Asia, which I had the opportunity to
take part in, has played a significant
role in helping to reduce tensions and
hostility between Pakistan and India.
As Secretary Inderfurth said, ‘‘The
President’s visit has changed the terms
of the relationship between the United
States and India, the world’s two larg-
est democracies.’’ The President made
it clear to both India and Pakistani
leaders that the U.S. would be happy to
work with both countries as friends to

try to encourage dialogue, but it is not
our place to dictate the terms of the
peace process in Kashmir much less the
outcome.

The great thing about the Lahore
process is that it rose as a bilateral ini-
tiative between India and Pakistan.
The key for breathing life into the bi-
lateral Lahore declarations is for Paki-
stan to accept India’s outstretched
hand. And so far, unfortunately, Paki-
stan has been sending somewhat mixed
signals.

Meanwhile, Madam Speaker, we have
seen how dangerous the Kashmiri mili-
tant movement, which is supported by
Pakistan, has become. Over the week-
end we heard from one of the militant
leaders, Mushtaq Ahmed Zargar, who
was one of the three militants freed
last December by the Indian govern-
ment in exchange for freeing the inno-
cent hostages being held in the hi-
jacked Indian Airlines plane. Accord-
ing to a news account from the AP, Mr.
Zargar dismissed the idea of negotia-
tions with India, promising to stay on
the path of jehad, or holy war. He
threatened punishment for any Kash-
miri who opened talks with India. And
this, unfortunately, is the true face of
the so-called freedom movement in
Kashmir.
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Mr. Speaker, by taking steps towards
negotiation, Pakistan could help to
isolate and undercut these terrorist
groups operating in Kashmir. So far,
Pakistan has done just the opposite,
actively supporting the terrorists. But
at some point, I hope that the Paki-
stani leadership will recognize that
that strategy is increasingly turning
Pakistan into a pariah state.

If and when Pakistan changes its
course, and I hope it will soon, they
will find a willing negotiating party in
India and a supportive friend in the
United States. I just hope that we can
resume the India-Pakistan dialogue in
the ‘‘spirit of Lahore’’ as soon as pos-
sible.

COMMEMORATING MEN AND
WOMEN WHO FOUGHT IN VIET-
NAM WAR

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
GUTKNECHT). Under a previous order of
the House, the gentleman from Georgia
(Mr. ISAKSON) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. Speaker, yester-
day, May 7, a celebration of sort, a
commemoration of sort, took place in
all 50 States in this country as we com-
memorated the 25th anniversary of the
end of the Vietnam War.

Between 1958 and 1975, over 8 million
Americans, 228,000 of whom were Geor-
gians, fought in Southeast Asia on be-
half of freedom against communism
and totalitarianism. That was the war
of my generation. It was the legacy
that I remember.

America was divided throughout that
war and remains, in some cases, di-

vided today over whether we should
have been there and our resolve was
never what it should have been. But to-
night, I rise not to debate that, but to
commemorate the men and women who
fought and died on behalf of the United
States of America, 58,000 of them, 2,042
who remaining missing in action
today.

While we debate the positive nature
of issues we believe in and condemn
others today in contemporary times,
we must continue to pause and reflect
on the sacrifice made on behalf of all of
us.

To that end, I want to commend five
individuals from Georgia, Susie Ragan,
who founded the MIA/POW force in
Georgia and now has moved to Mary-
land and is doing the same thing so we
do not forget those 2,042; Tommy
Clack, a triple amputee who returned
to a divided America and has com-
mitted the rest of his life to see to it
that Vietnam veterans get the atten-
tion and services that they deserve and
their Government promised; Ron Mil-
ler, who served as the former executive
director of the Georgian Veterans
Leadership Program; and Colonel Ben
Purcell of Georgia, a member of the
Georgia legislature, but 25 years ago a
man who ended more than 8 years as a
prisoner of war, over 5 in solitary con-
finement.

We must never forget the sacrifice
made by those men and women for our
Nation and for our country and the
duty and honor and commitment they
made to this country and to their God.

And that fifth person to me is a per-
son by the name of Jack Elliott Cox.
Jack died in Vietnam in 1968. But Jack
was a volunteer. He volunteered when
we graduated from college to go to
OSC. And like 70 percent of those who
died in Vietnam, he was not drafted, he
was a volunteer.

In fact, what is so often not talked
about is that 25 percent of those who
fought were drafted, 75 percent were
people who volunteered for the service
in a divided war and a divided time.
But they were committed to their
country.

Let us not forget the Jack Coxes, the
Susie Ragans, the Tommy Clacks, the
Ron Millers, and the Ben Purcells,
those who fought and live today to
fight on for the veterans of that war,
and those who died for you and I.

As Members of this Congress, when
we go to the 26th anniversary next
year, may it be a time that we con-
tinue our commitment to the veterans
of the United States of America and
the men and women who, regardless of
conflicts at home, fought and served
and, in some cases, died for their coun-
try, for our Nation, and for those of us
here tonight.

STATES SHOULD BE ALLOWED TO
PROTECT THEIR OWN WATERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Washington (Mr.
METCALF) is recognized for 5 minutes.
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Mr. METCALF. Mr. Speaker, on

March 6, the United States Supreme
Court invalidated Washington State’s
standards for oil tankers entering their
waters. That is, it invalidated Wash-
ington State’s effort to control the
tankers in their waters and, in doing
so, potentially invalidated laws in 11
other States.

Even while admitting that Federal
and international laws may be insuffi-
cient protection, the court refused to
allow States to protect their own wa-
ters. That is hard to believe, but that is
what the United States Supreme Court
did.

We all remember the Exxon Valdez
disaster in Alaska in 1989. The huge oil
tanker ran aground in Prince William
Sound, Alaska, dumping 11 million gal-
lons of crude oil into the Pacific Ocean
and damaging more than 1,000 miles of
coastline in south-central Alaska.

The massive spill resulted in billions
of dollars in damage claims by over
40,000 people, including some 6,500
Washington State fishermen who have
yet to be compensated for their loss.

In response to the Valdez spill, my
home State of Washington and many
other coastline States issued tougher
laws to prevent another catastrophe.
Washington’s laws created the Office of
Marine Safety and added a number of
requirements to Federal law. I was in
the legislature when we did that.

For example, the State regulation re-
quired tanker crews to be proficient in
English in order to prevent
miscommunication between American
navigators and foreign crews. Does it
not seem logical that the people who
are running the tankers in American
waters should be proficient in English?

Among other rules adopted by Wash-
ington are prescriptions regarding
training, location plotting, pre-arrival
tests, and drug testing for tanker
crews.

Ultimately, the Supreme Court in-
validated these common-sense regula-
tions. And, again, I cannot imagine
how the Supreme Court could come to
that decision.

Of course, Federal law must super-
sede State law in Coast Guard and na-
tional security matters, but States
should have the right to enact safety
standards within their own State wa-
ters.

Last week I introduced H.R. 4385,
which reinstates the rights of States to
adopt additional standards regarding
maintenance, operation, equipping,
personnel qualifications, or manning of
oil tankers. I hope that all of my col-
leagues who care about States’ rights
and environmental protection will join
me to support this important legisla-
tion. We must allow our districts and
our home States to protect themselves
from another Valdez disaster.

NEW ECONOMY OF THE 21ST
CENTURY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-

uary 6, 1999, the gentleman from Illi-
nois (Mr. WELLER) is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the major-
ity leader.

Mr. WELLER. Mr. Speaker, I appre-
ciate the opportunity to address this
House today on issues I believe are ex-
tremely important to our economy and
to working families not only from my
State in Illinois, but across this coun-
try.

Mr. Speaker, I represent a very di-
verse district. I represent the south
suburbs of Chicago, as well as the
southern part of the city of Chicago. I
represent bedroom communities and
farm communities, a very, very diverse
district of city and suburbs and com-
munities.

I often find as I travel throughout
the district that I have the privilege of
representing, whether I am at the
Steelworkers Hall in Hegewisch, a
neighborhood in Chicago, or at the Le-
gion Post in Joliet, or a grain elevator
in Tonica, Illinois, or a coffee shop in
my hometown of Morris, I find that
there is a pretty common message
whether I am in the city, the suburbs,
or country; and that is that the folks
back home in Illinois and the land of
Lincoln, they tell me that they want
us to work to find solutions to the
challenges that we face.

Those solutions sometimes require a
bipartisan effort. In many cases they
do. I am proud that our efforts over the
last few years of working together to
come up with solutions produced the
first balanced budget in 28 years, the
first middle class tax cut in 16 years,
the first real welfare reform in a gen-
eration. We stopped the raid on Social
Security, and we began paying down
the national debt.

Those are real accomplishments, and
they are producing results. We have
seen unprecedented economic growth
for 9 years, economic growth that
started in 1991 and continues to this
day; and clearly, the balanced budget
contributes to its continued growth.

I am proud to say the balanced budg-
et now is producing almost $3 trillion
of extra money. And rather than argu-
ing over how to eliminate the deficit,
today we are arguing over what to do
with that extra money.

Our welfare reform has resulted in an
almost 50 percent reduction in our Na-
tion welfare roles. Seven million
former welfare recipients are now
working and have joined employment
roles, having economic opportunity
and a chance to move up the economic
ladder.

I am also proud to say that when we
stopped the raid on Social Security and
began the process of paying down the
national debt that, in the last 3 years,
we paid down $350 billion of the na-
tional debt. And we are on track with
the budget we are going to pass this
year to eliminate the national debt by
the year 2013. That is progress. That is
real results.

Tonight I wanted to take the oppor-
tunity to talk about an area of our

economy, an area of American society
and, frankly, a part of our global econ-
omy, an area that there is greater in-
terest in, for a lot of reasons. And to-
night I wanted to talk about the new
economy and some of the challenges, as
well as some of the solutions, to the
new economy of the 21st century.

Let me start, in talking about the
new economy, to talk about some
facts, some statistics about the Inter-
net and the new economy.

Over 100 million United States adults
today are using the Internet, and seven
new people are on the Internet for the
first time every second. Seventy-eight
percent of Internet users almost al-
ways vote in national, State and local
elections, compared with only 64 per-
cent of non-Internet users.

From a historical standpoint, the
Internet began as the Advanced Re-
search Project’s Agency Network dur-
ing the Cold War back in 1969 as a way
of trying to determine how our mili-
tary could communicate in time of nu-
clear war. Clearly, here is a peacetime
conversion of military technology.

What is hard to believe is that it only
took 5 years for the Internet to reach
50 million users, a much faster one
compared to the traditional electronic
media. It took television 13 years and
it took radio 38 years to reach that
same audience. In just 5 years, 50 mil-
lion users were on the Internet.

The Internet economy today gen-
erates an estimated 301 billion U.S. dol-
lars in revenue, and it is responsible for
over 1.2 million jobs. And preliminary
employment data shows that the tech-
nology industry in America employed
4.8 million workers in 1998, making it
one of our Nation’s largest industries.

The average high-tech average wage
was 77 percent higher than the average
U.S. private sector wage. It is also in-
teresting to note that 63 percent of
Americans believe that the Internet
will be equally or more important than
traditional sources of information in
the future.

When it comes to all of our pocket-
books, the Federal Reserve Chairman,
Alan Greenspan, points out and says
that in the last few years, one third of
all the economic growth, one third of
all the new jobs that have been created
in our economy, result from tech-
nology, much of it generated from the
Internet.

I am proud to come from a great
State, the great State of Illinois. Illi-
nois, of course, is nicknamed in many
cases, we think of it as an industrial
State, we think of Illinois as an agri-
cultural State. But Illinois is also a
technology State. People often think of
Silicon Valley, they think of the Sil-
icon Corridor in Boston, they think of
Seattle and Redmond, home to Micro-
soft and some of our bigger technology
corporations; and they often overlook
the fact that the Chicago land region
ranks fourth today in technology em-
ployment, with well over 210,000 tech-
nology workers currently working in
technology in Illinois.
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