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Returning Elian to Cuba after so long

in America will doom him to psycho-
logical abuse by the Communist re-
gime.

Ancient religious tradition from the
Talmud, back 5,000 years, cites exam-
ples that, under Jewish law, a child
must honor a person who teaches his
moral and religious values above,
above, a parent who does not.

Since there are no religious values in
Cuba, it follows that Elian could just
as well honor his relatives in the
United States, here, where they will
teach him moral and religious values.

f

EDUCATION

(Mr. UDALL of Colorado asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speak-
er, the time has come for Congress to
reauthorize the Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education Act. With this act
we have the opportunity to make sig-
nificant progress towards repairing and
modernizing schools, reducing class
size, and ensuring that our classrooms
are healthy and safe learning environ-
ments.

Too many schools are stressed by
population growth and crumbling in-
frastructure. Our average school is 42
years old. While money cannot solve
problems in all of our schools, I believe
matching our talk about the impor-
tance of education with an appropriate
level of funding would go a long way
towards improving classroom re-
sources, reducing class size, and giving
kids the space and tools they need to
learn well.

Yesterday, the House passed the
IDEA Full Funding Act. This bill is an
important step towards honoring the
commitment that we have made at the
Federal level to share an important
part of the resources needed at the
local level.

Mr. Speaker, time is running short
for Congress to complete its work. The
stage is set for Congress to make
meaningful improvements in the area
of class size reduction and school fa-
cilities repair and modernization. We
should not let this opportunity pass us
by. We need to act soon.

f

HIGH TECH’S QUIET REVOLUTION
EMPOWERING CHINA’S CITIZENS

(Mr. LINDER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LINDER. Mr. Speaker, the
growth of high tech and the openness
of the Internet are spreading demo-
cratic ideals throughout China, en-
lightening their people with ideas of
freedom and opportunity.

In Nanjing, young Chinese men and
women are being exposed to a quiet
revolution led by the growth of the
Internet. A Times of London article,
entitled ‘‘China Embraces Its Last Rev-

olution,’’ underscores high tech’s role
in opening up Chinese society. The ar-
ticle says China’s older generation now
recognizes that the economic develop-
ment on which China’s future depends
requires a new openness to the world,
the encouragement of the Internet,
entry into the World Trade Organiza-
tion, and concentration on education
and globalization. They know this will
change the political and social balance
of China.

We can encourage this change. PNTR
for China will maintain America’s
technological leadership in the world
and provide high-tech jobs for Ameri-
cans. It will also provide the Chinese
people with access to Western influ-
ence and ideas. The open technology of
the Internet will force China to open
their society to bring about positive
economic and social changes.

Mr. Speaker, China PNTR is in the
best interest of both the American and
the Chinese people.

f

CARDINAL JOHN O’CONNOR

(Mr. FORBES asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, after 16
years as the head of the New York
Archdiocese and a life of devotion,
faith, and of love for the Catholic
Church and all of its parishioners, Car-
dinal John O’Connor passed on last
night. And as we say in the Catholic
faith, entered eternal life. He was the
voice of all of God’s people. He never
forgot those in need.

Soon after the Cardinal was ordained,
he began an illustrious career in the
Navy. Entering the Navy as a chaplain,
he rose to the rank of a rear admiral
after 27 years of service. He traveled
the globe celebrating mass in foxholes
and on aircraft carriers, spreading the
word of God.

He was a passionate defender of the
rights of all workers. In fact, his father
was a skilled interior painter and a
union man. His father passed these
views on to his son. And at a Catholic
charities event not too long ago, the
cardinal, who was a man of great
humor, said jokingly, I told the Pope
that there was only two requirements
for the guy who replaces me. One is
that he be Catholic and the other that
he be a union guy. Cardinal O’Connor’s
working-class roots remained with him
throughout his career until the very
end.

His relations with people of all faiths
were strengthened. He was a champion
of the Jewish faith and helped the Vat-
ican as it began to recognize Israel. His
lifelong devotion to all those less for-
tunate and sick will not be forgotten.
We will miss him terribly.

RECOGNIZING CINCO DE MAYO
AND WELCOMING THE INLAND
EMPIRE MARIACHI YOUTH
GROUP TO WASHINGTON

(Mr. BACA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BACA. Mr. Speaker, this week is
Cinco de Mayo week, a time to cele-
brate the tremendous courage and
bravery of Mexican Americans. I have
introduced House Concurrent Resolu-
tion 313. This resolution calls for a
presidential proclamation to recognize
the struggle of Mexican American peo-
ple as we celebrate this holiday.

The Mexican American people have
fought against great odds for their
freedom. Cinco de Mayo is indeed a
great day to be filled with celebration,
symbolism, and remembrance. It is
about culture, tradition, heritage, and
pride. It marks the victory of the Mexi-
can Army over the French at the Bat-
tle of Pueblo. Many of us come from
different places, but we share a com-
mon bond: we are united and proud
Mexican Americans.

I would also like to salute the stu-
dents from the Inland Empire Mariachi
Youth Education Foundation of South-
ern California, who have been per-
forming this week in our Nation’s cap-
ital. My daughter, Jennifer Baca, is
one of those performing and exposing
individuals to this culture, tradition
and heritage as we celebrate Cinco de
Mayo. It represents a dream come true
for many of these students.

This Friday we will remember Cinco
de Mayo. It is an important day in the
history of Mexico and California.

f

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 673, FLORIDA KEYS
WATER QUALITY IMPROVE-
MENTS ACT OF 2000

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, by
direction of the Committee on Rules, I
call up House Resolution 483 and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 483

Resolved, That at any time after the adop-
tion of this resolution the Speaker may, pur-
suant to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the
House resolved into the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 673) to author-
ize the Administrator of the Environmental
Protection Agency to make grants to the
Florida Keys Aqueduct Authority and other
appropriate agencies for the purpose of im-
proving water quality throughout the ma-
rine ecosystem of the Florida Keys. The first
reading of the bill will be dispensed with.
Points of order against consideration of the
bill for failure to comply with clause 4(a) of
rule XIII are waived. General debate shall be
confined to the bill and shall not exceed one
hour equally divided and controlled by the
chairman and ranking minority member of
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure. After general debate the bill shall
be considered for amendment under the five-
minute rule. It shall be in order to consider



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH2556 May 4, 2000
as an original bill for the purpose of amend-
ment under the five-minute rule the amend-
ment in the nature of a substitute rec-
ommended by the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure now printed in the
bill. The committee amendment in the na-
ture of a substitute shall be considered as
read. During consideration of the bill for
amendment, the Chairman of the Committee
of the Whole may accord priority in recogni-
tion on the basis of whether the Member of-
fering an amendment has caused it to be
printed in the portion of the Congressional
Record designated for that purpose in clause
8 of rule XVIII. Amendments so printed shall
be considered as read. The Chairman of the
Committee of the Whole may: (1) postpone
until a time during further consideration in
the Committee of the Whole a request for a
recorded vote on any amendment; and (2) re-
duce to five minutes the minimum time for
electronic voting on any postponed question
that follows another electronic vote without
intervening business, provided that the min-
imum time for electronic voting on the first
in any series of questions shall be 15 min-
utes. At the conclusion of consideration of
the bill for amendment the Committee shall
rise and report the bill to the House with
such amendments as may have been adopted.
Any Member may demand a separate vote in
the House on any amendment adopted in the
Committee of the Whole to the bill or to the
committee amendment in the nature of a
substitute. The previous question shall be
considered as ordered on the bill and amend-
ments thereto to final passage without inter-
vening motion except one motion to recom-
mit with or without instructions.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BARRETT of Nebraska). The gentleman
from Florida (Mr. DIAZ-BALART) is rec-
ognized for 1 hour.

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, for
purposes of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the distinguished
gentlewoman from New York (Ms.
SLAUGHTER); pending which I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. Dur-
ing consideration of this resolution, all
time yielded is for the purpose of de-
bate only.

Mr. Speaker, House Resolution 483 is
an open rule, providing for the consid-
eration of H.R. 673, the Florida Keys
Water Quality Improvements Act of
2000. The rule provides for 1 hour of
general debate, equally divided be-
tween the chairman and the ranking
minority member of the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

The rule waives clause 4(a) of Rule
XIII, requiring a 3-day layover of the
committee report against consider-
ation of the bill. The rule also makes
in order the committee amendment in
the nature of a substitute as an origi-
nal bill for the purpose of amendment,
which shall be open for amendment at
any point.

The rule allows the chairman of the
Committee of the Whole to postpone
votes during consideration of the bill
and to reduce voting time to 5 minutes
on a postponed question if the vote fol-
lows a 15-minute vote.

In addition, Members who have
preprinted their amendments in the
RECORD prior to their consideration
will be given priority in recognition to
offer their amendment if otherwise
consistent with House rules. Finally,

the rule provides for one motion to re-
commit with or without instructions.

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to support
this open rule which provides for the
full and fair consideration of the Flor-
ida Keys Water Quality Improvements
Act. I am pleased to be a cosponsor of
this very important legislation, which
authorizes grants for wastewater and
storm water management projects to
address the need for infrastructure im-
provements in the beautiful Florida
Keys.

I am extremely proud of the Florida
Keys, a unique marine environment
which includes the only living coral
reef barrier ecosystem in North Amer-
ica. This chain of over 800 individual is-
lands, or keys, provides significant rec-
reational and commercial opportuni-
ties and are a favorite among scuba
divers, anglers, bird watchers, and
tourists of all kinds.

In 1990, Congress passed the Florida
Keys National Marine Sanctuary and
Protection Act, which directed the
EPA and the State of Florida to estab-
lish a water quality steering com-
mittee for the sanctuary and develop a
comprehensive water quality protec-
tion program.

That steering committee identified
inadequate wastewater and storm
water management systems as the
largest man-made sources of pollution
in the near shore waters off the Florida
Keys. The cost of needed wastewater
improvements is between $184 to $418
million, and the cost of necessary
storm water management proposals is
between $370 and $680 million.

This legislation, which will help pre-
serve our national treasure, authorizes
$212 million in EPA grants to the Flor-
ida Keys Aqueduct Authority, or other
agencies of the State of Florida or of
Monroe County, for projects to replace
inadequate wastewater treatment sys-
tems and establish, replace, or improve
storm water systems in Monroe Coun-
ty, Florida; and it requires that the
non-Federal cost share for projects car-
ried out under this bill shall be not less
than 25 percent of the total.

I believe it is entirely appropriate for
there to be a Federal role in cleaning
up and preserving the delicate eco-
system in the Florida Keys National
Marine Sanctuary so that our children
and their children, as well as genera-
tions of visitors from throughout the
world, may be able to enjoy this ex-
traordinary living coral reef barrier
ecosystem, the only one in North
America.

Mr. Speaker, I urge adoption of both
this open rule and the underlying legis-
lation, H.R. 673, the Florida Keys
Water Quality Improvements Act of
2000.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

b 1045
Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

(Ms. SLAUGHTER asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I
thank my colleague the gentleman
from Florida (Mr. DIAZ-BALART) for
yielding me the customary 30 minutes.

Mr. Speaker, I support this rule that
allows Members to offer all germane
amendments to the underlying bill, the
Florida Keys Water Improvements Act,
H.R. 673.

The underlying bill is completely
noncontroversial and goes a long way
toward protecting the Florida Keys. As
many in this body already know, the
Florida Keys are a spectacular chain of
800 independent islands located south-
east of Florida.

The Keys are a unique and nationally
significant marine environment and in-
clude North America’s only living coral
barrier reef ecosystem. But with rapid
population growth, the Keys have
begun to experience significant water
quality problems.

In 1990, Congress passed the Florida
Keys National Marine Sanctuary and
Protection Act designating the Florida
Keys National Marine Sanctuary. That
Act directed EPA and the State of
Florida to develop a comprehensive
water quality protection program for
the Sanctuary.

Since that time, the EPA and other
Federal and State and local agencies
have identified wastewater infrastruc-
ture improvements as the single most
important investment to improve the
water quality around the Florida Keys.

Improvement of storm water man-
agement in the area of the Florida
Keys is also needed to reduce pollutant
loadings from largely uncontrolled
storm water runoff from existing devel-
opment.

This Act provides the Federal share
of funds for projects to replace these
inadequate wastewater treatment sys-
tems that are damaging the Keys.
These funds will supplement commit-
ment by the State of Florida and Mon-
roe County, Florida, for planning and
construction of wastewater and storm
water projects.

H.R. 673 would authorize appropria-
tions of $213 million over the 2001–2005
period for this new grant program.

Mr. Speaker, I do not oppose this
open rule.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, I
yield such time as he may consume to
the gentleman from Florida (Mr.
GOSS), my distinguished colleague, the
vice-chairman of the Committee on
Rules, a fighter for the environment,
and one of the leading advocates for en-
vironmental causes in this Congress
and especially in Florida.

(Mr. GOSS asked and was given per-
mission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GOSS. Mr. Speaker, I thank my
distinguished colleague from Florida
(Mr. DIAZ-BALART) for his kind words
and for his action on this rule.

Mr. Speaker, I remember very well
back in the old days when we had a
merchant marine and fisheries com-
mittee and Dante Fascell came forward
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with this. And in the tradition of Mr.
Fascell and the delegation working to-
gether, it has come to fruition.

I congratulate the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. DEUTSCH) and all the rest
of the delegation and, of course, the
gentleman from Pennsylvania (Chair-
man SHUSTER) and his committee for
bringing us forward to this date.

This is a continuum of efforts to pro-
tect one of the most unique, capti-
vating, spectacular resources we have
in the United States of America, the
Florida Keys.

This is complementary to the efforts
that this body has taken with regard to
the Everglades and protection of Flor-
ida Bay. This is an investment. That is
well worthwhile.

If my colleagues have not visited the
Florida Keys, they should. If they have
visited the Florida Keys, they will un-
derstand why this is necessary legisla-
tion.

I urge support of this rule and sup-
port of the legislation.

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, I
yield such time as he may consume to
the gentleman from Florida (Mr.
FOLEY), a distinguished leader, who, in
the short period of time he has been in
Congress, has already left quite a mark
on a number of critical issues to South
Florida.

Mr. FOLEY. Mr. Speaker, I thank the
gentleman from Florida (Mr. DIAZ-
BALART), a member of the Committee
on Rules, for his leadership as well. He
is from South Florida and has under-
taken to represent that community
and the entirety of the State and the
Nation in a very competent fashion.

I first want to thank the chairman
and also thank especially our colleague
from Florida (Mr. DEUTSCH) who has
spearheaded this legislation which is
vital, obviously, to the Florida Keys
and to thank, as well, the gentleman
from New York (Mr. BOEHLERT), the
chairman of the committee, for en-
deavoring to bring this bill to the floor.

Mr. Speaker, we have heard quite a
bit today about the importance of this
bill and the positive impact it will
have on the delicate marine ecosystem
of the Florida Keys.

I appreciate the comments made by
the gentleman from Florida (Mr. GOSS)
and urge people to please make their
vacation plans to visit this pristine,
wonderful part of Florida. I know they
will not be disappointed. As my col-
league clearly stated, those who have
been there fully understand the mag-
nitude and magnificence not only of
the region but of the necessity for the
bill.

The Federal Government has recog-
nized the importance of this system by
naming it the National Marine Sanc-
tuary. But it currently is in jeopardy.
For too long, inadequate storm water
management systems and wastewater
treatment systems have allowed pol-
lutants to mar this national treasure.

I might also add, we have a similar
experience around Lake Okeechobee

because of septic tanks and other
things that were causing and are caus-
ing the degradation of the environ-
ment.

While we are here today to talk
about the Keys, I also want to call to
the attention of Members of Congress
other waterways and other water bod-
ies which would clearly have a signifi-
cance and could actually use the model
that the gentleman from Florida (Mr.
DEUTSCH) has established today to help
deal with other areas and other con-
sequences.

But what impact will this problem
have if left unchecked on the rest of
us? Over 2 million people visit this
beautiful area each year. But because
of the inadequate infrastructure, what
was once clear and beautiful water is
now discolored. Beaches are often
closed and public health officials warn
against swimming near the shores.
This poses a public health threat and a
threat to the livelihood of many of the
Keys’ full-time residents.

The Florida Keys marine ecosystem
is intrinsically linked with the Greater
South Florida ecosystem, including our
national park, the Florida Everglades.
In devoting resources towards the res-
toration of this important ecosystem,
we must ensure that a coordinated ef-
fort is undertaken so that the best en-
vironmental and fiscal outcome can be
achieved for all concerned.

We have agreed that there is a prob-
lem by establishing the Water Quality
Protection Program Steering Com-
mittee. This committee has proposed,
as directed by the Congress, a com-
prehensive program to ensure water
quality and protection embodied in
this resolution, H.R. 673.

The State of Florida and the Monroe
County Commission have demonstrated
their commitment to this solution.

Let us pass this legislation and dem-
onstrate the commitment of this Con-
gress to preserving the beauty of the
Florida Keys National Marine Sanc-
tuary for all Americans.

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I
yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I too wish to add my
voice of congratulations to the distin-
guished gentleman from the Florida
Keys (Mr. DEUTSCH) who has worked so
hard on this critical issue, as well as
all the other colleagues who have
worked on this matter, which is of such
importance to that extraordinary
treasure, national treasure, which is
the Florida Keys.

I urge my colleagues to support this
open rule, to support the underlying
very important legislation.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time, and I move the previous
question on the resolution.

The previous question was ordered.
The resolution was agreed to.
A motion to reconsider was laid on

the table.

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 1106, ALTERNATIVE
WATER SOURCES ACT OF 2000
Mr. GOSS. Mr. Speaker, by direction

of the Committee on Rules, I call up
House Resolution 485 and ask for its
immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 485
Resolved, That at any time after the adop-

tion of this resolution the Speaker may, pur-
suant to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the
House resolved into the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 1106) to au-
thorize the Administrator of the Environ-
mental Protection Agency to make grants to
State agencies with responsibility for water
source development for the purpose of maxi-
mizing available water supply and protecting
the environment through the development of
alternative water sources. The first reading
of the bill will be dispensed with. Points of
order against consideration of the bill for
failure to comply with clause 4(a) of rule
XIII are waived. General debate shall be con-
fined to the bill and shall not exceed one
hour equally divided and controlled by the
chairman and ranking minority member of
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure. After general debate the bill shall
be considered for amendment under the five-
minute rule. It shall be in order to consider
as an original bill for the purpose of amend-
ment under the five-minute rule the amend-
ment in the nature of a substitute rec-
ommended by the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure now printed in the
bill. The committee amendment in the na-
ture of a substitute shall be considered as
read. During consideration of the bill for
amendment, the Chairman of the Committee
of the Whole may accord priority in recogni-
tion on the basis of whether the Member of-
fering an amendment has caused it to be
printed in the portion of the Congressional
Record designated for that purpose in clause
8 of rule XVIII. Amendments so printed shall
be considered as read. The Chairman of the
Committee of the Whole may: (1) postpone
until a time during further consideration in
the Committee of the Whole a request for a
recorded vote on any amendment; and (2) re-
duce to five minutes the minimum time for
electronic voting on any postponed question
that follows another electronic vote without
intervening business, provided that the min-
imum time for electronic voting on the first
in any series of questions shall be 15 min-
utes. At the conclusion of consideration of
the bill for amendment the Committee shall
rise and report the bill to the House with
such amendments as may have been adopted.
Any Member may demand a separate vote in
the House on any amendment adopted in the
Committee of the Whole to the bill or to the
committee amendment in the nature of a
substitute. The previous question shall be
considered as ordered on the bill and amend-
ments thereto to final passage without inter-
vening motion except one motion to recom-
mit with or without instructions.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. GOSS) is rec-
ognized for 1 hour.

Mr. GOSS. Mr. Speaker, for the pur-
pose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the distinguished
gentleman from Ohio (Mr. HALL), my
friend and colleague, pending which I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. During consideration of this res-
olution, all time yielded is for the pur-
pose of debate on this issue only.
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