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(1) that conversion, use, or disposal of the
project so assisted for purposes contrary to the
purposes of this section shall result in a right of
the United States to compensation from the ben-
eficiary of the grant; and

(1) for a schedule for such compensation
based on the level of Federal investment and the
anticipated useful life of the project.

(4) APPLICATIONS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—A property owner that de-
sires to enter into a cooperative agreement
under paragraph (1) shall submit to the Sec-
retary an application describing how the project
proposed to be funded will further the purposes
of the management plan developed for the Dis-
trict.

(B) CONSIDERATION.—INn making such funds
available under this subsection, the Secretary
shall give consideration to projects that provide
a greater leverage of Federal funds.

(f) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There are authorized to be appropriated to the
Secretary to carry out this section not more
than $1,000,000 for any fiscal year and not more
than $5,000,000 total.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Utah (Mr. HANSEN) and the gentleman
from California (Mr. GEORGE MILLER)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Utah (Mr. HANSEN).

Mr. HANSEN. Mr. Speaker, | yield
myself such time as | may consume.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 2932 is a bill I in-
troduced, authorizes a study assessing
the feasibility of establishing the Gold-
en Spike/Crossroads of the West Na-
tional Heritage Area. H.R. 2932 also es-
tablishes a Historic District in Ogden,
Utah to preserve and interpret historic
features relating to the convergence of
the intercontinental railway.

The development of our Nation’s rail-
way was an important step in our coun-
try’s development as an economic and
industrial super power. The completion
of the intercontinental railway was a
crowning achievement in our country’s
history. H.R. 2932 would help to pro-
mote a greater public interest and ap-
preciation for this significant event.

The study conducted under this bill
charges the Secretary of the Interior to
assess the worthiness of the region’s
historic, recreational, and economic re-
sources for recognition as a National
Heritage Area. This study is to be com-
pleted with input from the State His-
toric Agencies and submitted within 3
years.

H.R. 2932 also establishes the Golden
Spike/Crossroads of the West Historic
District. This Historic District would
be an asset of great worth to all the
residents and visitors of northern
Utah. It would promote the conserva-
tion and development of historical and
recreational resources associated with
the intercontinental railway.

The historic district would be man-
aged by the Secretary of Interior. The
Secretary will have the responsibility
of making a development plan and in-
ventory of the resources existing in the
historical district. The development
plan is to be made with public partici-
pation and will emphasize economic re-
vitalization that preserves the dis-
trict’s historic character.

It is very important to note that the
designation of this historic district will
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have no effect on existing land-use laws
and regulations. Furthermore, the bill
will not confer any additional powers
of zoning or land use to the Secretary
of the Interior or affect private prop-
erty rights in any way.

Preserving the heritage of our Na-
tion’s railroads and their influential
role in our history is something | feel
is very important. | believe this bill is
good for Utah and good for the Amer-
ican people. | urge my colleagues to
support H.R. 2932.

Mr. Speaker, | reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
Mr. Speaker, | yield myself such time
as | may consume.

(Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California
asked and was given permission to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
Mr. Speaker, | rise in support of H.R.
2932. The gentleman from Utah (Mr.
HANSEN) has quite accurately explained
the legislation to the Members of the
House.

Originally, we in the minority had
some concerns with this legislation, al-
though we clearly were not questioning
the historic value of the area covered
by the legislation. Working with the
gentleman from Utah (Mr. HANSEN),
the subcommittee chairman, and with
others, we think that the final version
of this legislation addresses everyone’s
concern. We ask that the House sup-
port the legislation.

Mr. Speaker, | yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. HANSEN. Mr. Speaker, | have no
other requests for time, and | yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Utah (Mr. HANSEN)
that the House suspend the rules and
pass the bill, H.R. 2932, as amended.

The question was taken.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
Mr. Speaker, on that | demand the yeas
and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT
REPORT RESTORATION ACT

Mr. HANSEN. Mr. Speaker, | move to
suspend the rules and pass the Senate
bill (S. 1744) to amend the Endangered
Species Act of 1973 to provide that cer-
tain species conservation reports shall
continue to be required to be sub-
mitted.

The Clerk read as follows:

S. 1744

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. CONTINUATION OF SUBMISSION OF
CERTAIN SPECIES CONSERVATION
REPORTS.

(a) ANNUAL COST ANALYSIS.—Section 18 of

the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (16 U.S.C.
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1544) is amended by striking ““On”’ and in-
serting ‘“‘Notwithstanding section 3003 of
Public Law 104-66 (31 U.S.C. 1113 note; 109
Stat. 734), on”’.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by this section takes effect on the ear-
lier of—

(1) the date of enactment of this Act; or

(2) December 19, 1999.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Utah (Mr. HANSEN) and the gentleman
from California (Mr. GEORGE MILLER)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Utah (Mr. HANSEN).

Mr. HANSEN. Mr. Speaker, | yield
myself such time as | may consume.

Mr. Speaker, the Senate bill was in-
troduced by the late Senator from
Rhode Island, Senator John Chafee. It
restores the report under the Endan-
gered Species Act.

The Endangered Species Act requires
all Federal agencies to use their au-
thorities for the protection and con-
servation of those species listed as
threatened or endangered under the
Federal Endangered Species Act. In
1988, section 18 of the ESA was added to
require the Secretary of the Interior to
send to Congress a report on the
amount of taxpayer funds spent by
each Federal agency in carrying out
the mandates of the ESA.

Since 1990, the Committee on Re-
sources has been receiving these re-
ports which detail Federal spending on
endangered and threatened species. The
last report indicates that over $300 mil-
lion has been directly spent by over 20
Federal agencies to protect endangered
and threatened species. The reports tell
us the amount spent on each listed spe-
cies so we know where those Federal
resources are going and can determine
whether this spending is achieving the
desired results of recovery of listed
species.

Section 3003 of the Federal Reports
Elimination and Sunset Act of 1997 ter-
minated a long list of reports to Con-
gress contained in the report of the
Clerk of the House. The Clerk’s report
lists statutorily required reports to
Congress from various Executive
Branch agencies. Unfortunately, in the
zeal to eliminate unnecessary report-
ing by Federal agencies, this very im-
portant and useful report was inadvert-
ently eliminated as well.

S. 1744 simply retains the existing re-
quirement of the Secretary of the Inte-
rior to provide Congress with this im-
portant information currently required
by the Endangered Species Act. It does
not affect any other provision of the
ESA and does not address any sub-
stantive concerns regarding the ESA. |
urge Members to support S. 1744 and
send this important legislation to the
President for his signature.

Mr. Speaker, | reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
Mr. Speaker, | yield myself such time
as | may use.

(Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California
asked and was given permission to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)
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Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
Mr. Speaker, | rise in strong support of
this legislation. As explained by the
gentleman from Utah (Mr. HANSEN),
this was an inadvertent mistake when
this report was terminated by the Fed-
eral Reports Elimination Sunset Act of
1995, and it is right for us to reinstate
it.

It is obvious to all Members of Con-
gress that the Endangered Species Act
has been one of our Nation’s keystone
environmental laws to protect bio-
diversity and recover threatened and
endangered species from the brink of
extinction. This better helps us target
our efforts to restoring endangered spe-
cies.

Section 18 of the Endangered Species Act
requires the Secretary of the Interior to report
annually to the Congress on “reasonably iden-
tified” expenditures for the conservation and
recovery of threatened and endangered spe-
cies under the ESA. This report includes an
accounting of expenditures from all Federal
agencies and from all States that receive sec-
tion 6 grant funding for conservation activities.
Over the years this report has been a valuable
tool to discern priorities and trends in how and
where ESA funds are spent.

Unfortunately, the section 18 report was in-
cluded in the list of unnecessary report re-
quirements when Congress passed the Fed-
eral Reports Elimination and Sunset Act of
1995. Consequently, this report requirement
was scheduled to sunset on December 21,
1999, provided that Congress does not act to
reauthorize it.

This bill would correct the initial oversight
and simply reauthorize this valuable report re-
quirement. It is my understanding that the Ad-
ministration did not include this report in the
initial list that was forwarded to the Clerk of
the House in 1994, and it is my further under-
standing that the Administration does not op-
pose its reinstatement at this time.

The Endangered Species Act has been our
Nation’s keystone environmental law to protect
biodiversity and to recover threatened and en-
dangered species from the brink of extinction.
This bill would restore a helpful report and do
no harm to the Act itself. | support S. 1744
and urge all members to do likewise.

Mr. Speaker, | yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. HANSEN. Mr. Speaker, | yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Utah (Mr. HANSEN)
that the House suspend the rules and
pass the Senate bill, S. 1744.

The question was taken.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
Mr. Speaker, on that | demand the yeas
and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. HANSEN. Mr. Speaker, | ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
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which to revise and extend their re-
marks on H.R. 2932 and S. 1744.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Utah?

There was no objection.

HMONG VETERANS’
NATURALIZATION ACT OF 2000

Mr. HYDE. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 371) to expedite the naturaliza-
tion of aliens who served with special
guerilla units in Laos, as amended.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 371

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘““Hmong Vet-
erans’ Naturalization Act of 2000”.

SEC. 2. EXEMPTION FROM ENGLISH LANGUAGE
REQUIREMENT FOR CERTAIN
ALIENS WHO SERVED WITH SPECIAL
GUERRILLA UNITS OR IRREGULAR
FORCES IN LAOS.

The requirement of paragraph (1) of section
312(a) of the Immigration and Nationality
Act (8 U.S.C. 1423(a)(1)) shall not apply to the
naturalization of any person—

(1) who—

(A) was admitted into the United States as
a refugee from Laos pursuant to section 207
of the Immigration and Nationality Act (8
U.S.C. 1157); and

(B) served with a special guerrilla unit, or
irregular forces, operating from a base in
Laos in support of the United States mili-
tary at any time during the period beginning
February 28, 1961, and ending September 18,
1978; or

(2) who—

(A) satisfies the requirement of paragraph
(1)(A); and

(B) was the spouse of a person described in
paragraph (1) on the day on which such de-
scribed person applied for admission into the
United States as a refugee.

SEC. 3. SPECIAL CONSIDERATION CONCERNING
CIVICS REQUIREMENT FOR CERTAIN
ALIENS WHO SERVED WITH SPECIAL
GUERRILLA UNITS OR IRREGULAR
FORCES IN LAOS.

The Attorney General shall provide for
special consideration, as determined by the
Attorney General, concerning the require-
ment of paragraph (2) of section 312(a) of the
Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C.
1423(a)(2)) with respect to the naturalization
of any person described in paragraph (1) or
(2) of section 2 of this Act.

SEC. 4. DOCUMENTATION OF QUALIFYING SERV-

A person seeking an exemption under sec-
tion 2 or special consideration under section
3 shall submit to the Attorney General docu-
mentation of their, or their spouse’s, service
with a special guerrilla unit, or irregular
forces, described in section 2(1)(B), in the
form of—

(1) original documents;

(2) an affidavit of the serving person’s su-
perior officer;

(3) two affidavits from other individuals
who also were serving with such a special
guerrilla unit, or irregular forces, and who
personally knew of the person’s service; or

(4) other appropriate proof.

SEC. 5. DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY FOR EX-
EMPTION AND SPECIAL CONSIDER-
ATION.

In determining a person’s eligibility for an

exemption under section 2 or special consid-
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eration under the Attorney
General—

(1) shall review the refugee processing doc-
umentation for the person, or, in an appro-
priate case, for the person and the person’s
spouse, to verify that the requirements of
section 2 relating to refugee applications and
admissions have been satisfied;

(2) shall consider the documentation sub-
mitted by the person under section 4;

(3) shall request an advisory opinion from
the Secretary of Defense regarding the per-
son’s, or their spouse’s, service in a special
guerrilla unit, or irregular forces, described
in section 2(1)(B) and shall take into account
that opinion; and

(4) may consider any certification prepared
by the organization known as ‘‘Lao Veterans
of America, Inc.”, or any similar organiza-
tion maintaining records with respect to
Hmong veterans or their families.

SEC. 6. DEADLINE FOR APPLICATION AND PAY-
MENT OF FEES.

This Act shall apply to a person only if the
person’s application for naturalization is
filed, as provided in section 334 of the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1445),
with appropriate fees not later than 18
months after the date of the enactment of
this Act.

SEC. 7. LIMITATION
FICIARIES.

Notwithstanding any other provision of
this Act, the total number of aliens who may
be granted an exemption under section 2 or
special consideration under section 3, or
both, may not exceed 45,000.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from II-
linois (Mr. HYDE) and the gentleman
from Minnesota (Mr. VENTO) each will
control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Illinois (Mr. HYDE).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. HYDE. Mr. Speaker, | ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days within which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 371,
the bill under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from lllinois?

There was no objection.

Mr. HYDE. Mr. Speaker, | yield my-
self such time as | may consume.

Today, Mr. Speaker, this body con-
siders legislation to facilitate citizen-
ship opportunities for Hmong refugees
who were recruited by the United
States to assist our combat effort in
Indochina. Twenty-five years after the
end of the Vietnam War, we honor the
heroism and sacrifices of the Hmong.

At great personal peril and loss of
life, they fought with us and performed
critical roles in dangerous missions on
our behalf.

As a former CIA officer pointed out
in a statement submitted to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary Subcommittee
on Immigration and Claims in the last
Congress, and | quote, “Throughout the
war, CIA’s paramilitary forces col-
lected intelligence, used it in combat
operations to tie down some 50,000
North Vietnamese forces in Laos, res-
cued downed American pilots and pro-
tected sensitive American installations
at remote mountain tops.”

section 3,

ON NUMBER OF BENE-
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