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lands to the Elim Native Corporation, and
for other purposes;

J. Res. 86, recognizing the 50th anniversary
of the Korean War and the service by mem-
bers of the Armed Forces during such war,
and for other purposes;

S. 1567, to designate the United States
Courthouse located at 223 Broad Avenue in
Albany, Georgia, as the ““C.B. King United
States Courthouse;”

S. 1769, to exempt certain reports from
automatic elimination and sunset pursuant
to the Federal Reports Elimination and Sun-
set Act of 1995, and for other purposes.

PRIVATE CALENDAR

The SPEAKER pro tempore. This is
Private Calendar day. The Clerk will
call the first individual bill on the Pri-
vate Calendar.

BELINDA MCGREGOR

The Clerk called the Senate bill (S.

452) for the relief of Belinda McGregor.

There being no objection, the Clerk
read the bill as follows:
S. 452

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. PERMANENT RESIDENCE.

(a) Notwithstanding any other provision of
law, for purposes of the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101 et seq.), Belinda
McGregor shall be held and considered to
have been selected for a diversity immigrant
visa for fiscal year 2000 as of the date of the
enactment of this Act upon payment of the
required visa fee.

(b) ADJUSTMENT OF STATUS.—If Belinda
McGregor, or any child (as defined in section
101(b)(1) of the Immigration and Nationality
Act) of Belinda McGregor, enters the United
States before the date of the enactment of
this Act, he or she shall be considered to
have entered and remained lawfully and
shall, if otherwise eligible, be eligible for ad-
justment of status under section 245 of the
Immigration and Nationality Act as of the
date of the enactment of this Act.

SEC. 2. REDUCTION OF NUMBER OF AVAILABLE
VISAS.

Upon the granting of permanent residence
to Belinda McGregor as provided in this Act,
the Secretary of State shall instruct the
proper officer to reduce by one number dur-
ing the current fiscal year the total number
of immigrant visas available to natives of
the country of the alien’s birth under section
203(c) of the Immigration and Nationality
Act (8 U.S.C. 1153(c)).

The bill was ordered and read a third
time, was read the third time, and
passed, and a motion to reconsider was
laid on the table.

DISPENSING WITH FURTHER CALL
OF PRIVATE CALENDAR

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Speak-
er, | ask unanimous consent that fur-
ther call of the Private Calendar be
dispensed with.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin?

There was no objection.
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COMMUNICATION FROM CHAIRMAN
OF COMMITTEE ON TRANSPOR-
TATION AND INFRASTRUCTURE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the chairman of the
Committee on Transportation and In-
frastructure; which was read and, with-
out objection, referred to the Com-
mittee on Appropriations:

COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION AND
INFRASTRUCTURE, HOUSE OF REP-
RESENTATIVES,

Washington, DC, April 12, 2000.
Hon. J. DENNIS HASTERT,
Speaker, U.S. House of Representatives, Wash-
ington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Enclosed please find
copies of resolutions approved by the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastructure
on April 11, 2000, in accordance with 40 U.S.C.
§606.

With warm regards, | remain

Sincerely,
BUD SHUSTER,
Chairman.

There was no objection.

COMMUNICATION FROM CHAIRMAN
OF COMMITTEE ON TRANSPOR-
TATION AND INFRASTRUCTURE

The Speaker pro tempore laid before
the House the following communica-
tion from the chairman of the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infra-
structure; which was read and, without
objection, referred to the Committee
on Appropriations:

COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION AND
INFRASTRUCTURE, HOUSE OF REP-
RESENTATIVES,

Washington, DC, April 13, 2000.
Hon. J. DENNIS HASTERT,
Speaker of the House,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Enclosed are copies of
resolutions adopted on April 11, 2000 by the

Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.
With kind regards, | am
Sincerely,
BUD SHUSTER,
Chairman.

There was no objection.

FUNDING FOR INDIVIDUALS WITH
DISABILITIES EDUCATION ACT

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, 25 years
ago, Congress passed the Individuals
With Disabilities Education Act. Twen-
ty-five years ago, Congress made a
commitment to disabled students all
over America, promising them we
would do our part to make sure they
got as good an education as other Kkids.

Twenty-five years ago, Congress
made a promise to contribute 40 per-
cent of the cost of educating disabled
children, but it was an empty promise.

For 19 years, the Democrats con-
trolled the House and never once did
they even come close to keeping that
funding promise. Twenty years of con-
secutive Democratic Congresses never
even funded 5 percent.
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Special education has for years been
yet another unfunded mandate created
only to make those who wrote the law
look good and placing an enormous fi-
nancial burden on local schools.

Since coming into the majority, the
Republican House has more than dou-
bled Congress’ commitment to disabled
kids.

Today, we will be voting on the IDEA
Full Funding Act of 2000. I urge my
Democratic colleagues to join the Re-
publicans in making good on our com-
mitment to disabled children.

THE FBI IN YOUNGSTOWN, OHIO,
OWNED BY THE MOB

(Mr. TRAFICANT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Speaker, |
have evidence that certain FBI agents
in Youngstown, Ohio, have violated the
RICO statute, and | shall prove it. For
years they were owned by the Mob; but
now they have made a big mistake, Mr.
Speaker. Youngstown FBI agents stole
large sums of cash that were vouchered
to be paid to their street informants.
In addition, they failed to report that
cash on their tax returns. Bingo. But
what is even worse, they quote/unquote
suggested to one of their field opera-
tive informants that he should commit
murder. Mr. Speaker, murder. Not only
in Boston, now in Youngstown, Ohio.

It is out of control. The Congress of
the United States should pass H.R.
4105. There are buddies investigating
buddies in the Justice Department, and
they are getting away with murder.
Enough is enough.

| yield back the FBI fox in the hen
house.

THE SIGNAL WE SEND WITH PNTR

(Mr. GIBBONS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-

marks.)
Mr. GIBBONS. Mr. Speaker, the
United States Commission on Inter-

national Religious Freedom, which was
established just 2 years ago by Con-
gress, stated yesterday that there are
systematic, egregious, and ongoing
manifestations of religious persecution
in China. It is obvious to me and many
of my fellow Nevadans that this is yet
another reason why we should not, | re-
peat should not, extend the privilege of
permanent normal trade relations with
China.

Mr. Speaker, granting PNTR to
China sends a signal that the United
States condones the inexcusable reli-
gious persecutions and human rights
abuses that occur currently today.

We would also be sending the signal
that the United States is willing to en-
danger its own national security. After
all, we would be trading with a country
that holds Americans hostage every
day by maintaining nuclear weapons
targeted at the United States main-
land.
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Mr. Speaker, there are too many rea-
sons why we should not grant PNTR to
China. | encourage my colleagues to
stand up for democracy and freedom
and against PNTR to China.

I yield back this ill-conceived and
dangerous trade policy that calls for
the American people to trust its
enemy.

WELCOMING THE INLAND EMPIRE
MARIACHI YOUTH GROUP TO
WASHINGTON

(Mr. BACA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BACA. Mr. Speaker, this week we
celebrate Cinco de Mayo. It is a time to
celebrate the tremendous courage and
the bravery of Mexican Americans
throughout our history.

I wish to take this opportunity to in-
vite many of the individuals today as
we begin to celebrate Cinco de Mayo to
a festivity that will be going on in this
area. | currently have invited 28 stu-
dents from the Inland Empire Mariachi
Youth Education Foundation to per-
form Wednesday at the upper Senate
park here in the Capitol. This is an op-
portunity to learn about cultural tradi-
tions and music and heritage. It is an
opportunity for many of the individ-
uals to see kids between the ages of 6
to 17 that will be performing here in
Washington. For these kids, this is the
first time that they have come to
Washington, D.C., the first time that
they have flown. It is an opportunity to
share in part of that heritage, part of
the culture, part of the tradition, part
of the enrichment, part of that motiva-
tion.

I encourage my colleagues that are
out there, Members who have an oppor-
tunity to attend, please come and
watch these kids perform as we begin
to celebrate Cinco de Mayo.

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the provisions of clause 8 of rule
XX, the Chair announces that he will
postpone further proceedings today on
each motion to suspend the rules on
which a recorded vote or the yeas and
nays are ordered, or on which the vote
is objected to under clause 6 of rule
XX.

Any record votes on postponed ques-
tions will be taken after debate has
concluded on all motions to suspend
the rules but not before 6:00 p.m. today.

RECOGNIZING AND COMMENDING
FEDERAL WORKFORCE FOR SUC-
CESSFULLY ADDRESSING YEAR
2000 COMPUTER CHALLENGE

Mr. HORN. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the con-
current resolution (H. Con. Res. 300)
recognizing and commending our Na-
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tion’s Federal workforce for success-
fully preparing our Nation to with-
stand any catastrophic year 2000 com-
puter problem disruptions.
The Clerk read as follows:
H. CoN. RESs. 300

Whereas the Year 2000 computer problem
(Y2K) created the potential of a catastrophic
international problem, causing some com-
puter systems and other electronic devices
to erroneously misinterpret the ‘00"’ in the
year as 1900, rather than 2000;

Whereas the American people expected and
deserved reliable service from their Federal
Government to ensure that critical Federal
functions dependent on electronic systems
would be performed accurately and in a
timely manner;

Whereas, after the initial series of congres-
sional Y2K hearings in the spring of 1996, it
became clear that unless appropriate action
was taken, the Y2K problem could cause se-
vere consequences on the successful oper-
ation of Federal systems;

Whereas Federal agencies and their em-
ployees subsequently made significant
progress in meeting the challenges posed by
the Y2K computer problem;

Whereas minimizing the Y2K problem re-
quired a major technological and managerial
effort and it was critical that the Federal
workforce rise to address this challenge;

Whereas the continued uninterrupted oper-
ation of our Nation’s Federal systems was
due to the comprehensive efforts made by
those dedicated, talented, and committed
Federal workers who served ably in the front
lines of this epic battle in vanquishing the
millennium bug;

Whereas the Federal workforce identified
and worked to resolve the Y2K problem, giv-
ing countless hours and their holidays to as-
sure the American people that major Y2K
breakdowns in key infrastructures were un-
likely;

Whereas the level of Y2K effort was justi-
fied and the threat was very real, and the
risks and consequences of inaction were too
dire to justify a lesser Federal effort;

Whereas preparation for Y2K led to an un-
precedented level of effort that not only im-
proved system inventories and network reli-
ability, but has also accelerated electronic
business and international cooperation;

Whereas the efforts of the Federal work-
force to solve the Y2K problem provided an
important example of the Government’s abil-
ity to respond to future difficult techno-
logical and management challenges; and

Whereas the level of Y2K success in the
United States, which has over one-fourth of
the world’s computer assets and is the most
technologically dependent nation in the
world, was quite remarkable, and was led by
our Federal efforts: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That Congress recognizes
and commends the meritorious service of our
Nation’s Federal workforce, and all those
who assisted in the efforts to successfully ad-
dress the Year 2000 computer challenge.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
California (Mr. HORN) and the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. TURNER) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California (Mr. HORN).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. HORN. Mr. Speaker, | ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days within which to
revise and extend their remarks on H.
Con. Res. 300, the bill under consider-
ation.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

Mr. HORN. Mr. Speaker, | yield my-
self such time as | may consume.

Mr. Speaker, H. Con. Res. 300 recog-
nizes and commends the meritorious
service of our Nation’s Federal work-
force and all those who assisted in the
effort to successfully address the Year
2000 computer challenge. Often called
Y2K or the Millennium Bug, this was
the greatest technological and manage-
ment challenge confronting this Nation
since the Second World War period.

The problem, which involved a pro-
gramming decision made decades ago,
was obviously predictable. Yet manage-
ment at only one of the 24 largest Fed-
eral agencies had the foresight to begin
an agency-wide program to prepare its
computers to handle the date change in
the late 1980s.

That agency, the Social Security Ad-
ministration, was also the first to com-
plete the work.

As is now well known, when design-
ing computer programs in the 1960s and
1970s, the programmers began using
two digits rather than four to indicate
the year. In other words, instead of
1967, it was 67. This shortcut enabled
programmers to conserve the valuable
computer memory of those huge main-
frame operations. With the approach-
ing millennium, however, the concern
was that these computer systems
would misread the year 2000 as simply
zero/zero and the computer would
think 1900.

This confusion did, in fact, surface in
anecdotal examples. In one State, new
car buyers found themselves the proud
owners of horseless carriages when
State computers registered their vehi-
cles as vintage 1900 rather than 2000. In
another case, a 104-year-old woman was
requested to register for kindergarten
when a school district computer mis-
calculated the date of her birth by 100
years.

None of the problems were irrep-
arable, thanks to an unprecedented na-
tionwide effort to meet the challenge.

1415

However, getting that effort started
to take a great deal of work.

Four years ago, the Subcommittee on
Government Management, Information
and Technology, which | chair, sur-
veyed the Cabinet Secretaries in a
questionnaire by the ranking Demo-
cratic Member, the gentlewoman from
New York (Mrs. MALONEY), and myself,
and the heads of the 24 largest Federal
departments and agencies. Some of
these leaders had not even heard of the
problem.

The subcommittee began a concerted
effort to urge government agencies to
begin fixing their computer systems
through its ongoing hearings, 44 in all,
and 10 report cards, which graded each
department on its Year 2000 progress.

Recognizing the potentially dev-
astating effect of this computer prob-
lem, Congress accelerated its oversight
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