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to provide treatment to low-income
women screened and diagnosed with
breast or cervical cancer through the
CDC early detection program.

Mother’s Day is May 14, and the most
valuable gift that Congress can give
American women is a fighting chance
at beating cancer. | hope that my col-
leagues will work for passage of H.R.
1070 by this Mother’s Day.

REUNIFICATION OF FATHER AND
SON

(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend her remarks.)

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, what | believe the American
people would like to see as we move
through this week is a simple reunifi-
cation of a father and a son, Elian Gon-
zalez and Juan Miguel Gonzalez, with-
out force, without violence, bringing
the two families together, emphasizing
the importance of family, helping us as
the American people reaffirm our val-
ues that father and son belong to-
gether.

I hope we, as Members of the United
States Congress, whose jurisdiction is
not in play at this time, and appro-
priately so, will encourage the reunifi-
cation of father and son, something
that Americans have believed through-
out the centuries.

WAR AGAINST
METHAMPHETAMINE ACT

(Mr. LATHAM asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LATHAM. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today in support of the War Against
Methamphetamine  Act introduced
today by our colleague from California
(Mr. CALVERT).

In the upper Midwest in lowa, there
has simply been an explosion of
methamphetamines that is affecting
our young people, our families, our
communities, and being the most de-
structive element that we have seen in
many, many years.

There are four legs to fighting this
problem. One is for interdiction, an-
other enforcement, education, and then
treatment. What this bill does is gives
us the tools to help with enforcement
by increasing penalties for those sell-
ing, by making sure that we are able to
track people who are making the
drugs, and by increasing penalties to
those who are causing tremendous en-
vironmental damage with the labs that
are being put in place to make this
horrible drug.

This is a great measure to move us
forward in this great battle, and |
would hope the entire House will join
in supporting this measure.
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TAX CODE

(Mr. SHERMAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, our
economy is important, and we need
sound policy, not soundbites. As the
tax due date approaches, what we are
getting is soundbites, and perhaps the
worst is what is going on in the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means this week
where they are considering a proposal
to delegate rewriting the Tax Code to a
commission, not to Members of Con-
gress, who are supposed to report that
code out on July 4, 2004, and then our
Internal Revenue Code would, by the
terms of this bill, expire by the end of
2004. This means our economy will be
in total disarray. Who would invest in
municipal bonds if they do not know if
the advantages of investing in them
will be swept away? Who will start an
R&D tax project if the credit is going
to be swept away or might be? And who
would count on fiscal responsibility in
a society that is going to give its Con-
gress just a few months to rewrite the
entire Tax Code after it hears from a
commission?

What we see instead is an elaborate
ruse that prevents us from reforming
the Tax Code one section at a time.

ALZHEIMER’S/IOKLAHOMA MEDICAL
RESEARCH FOUNDATION

(Mr. LUCAS of Oklahoma asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. LUCAS of Oklahoma. Mr. Speak-
er, | am pleased to announce remark-
able news from the great State of Okla-
homa. Today, the Oklahoma Medical
Research Foundation will announce a
breakthrough discovery in the fight
against Alzheimer’s disease. Research-
ers at OMRF discovered the enzyme
which is found in our brains and which
scientists believe is directly respon-
sible for the Alzheimer’s disease.

Not only did Oklahoma researchers
pinpoint the cause of Alzheimer’s dis-
ease, they have also designed a way to
stop it. If this breakthrough can suc-
cessfully be transformed into a drug,
Alzheimer’s could become a manage-
able disease, like high blood pressure,
diabetes, not the terminal disease we
know now. This discovery will have a
profound impact, since 4 million Amer-
icans suffer from Alzheimer’s and an-
other 19 million members of their fami-
lies suffer along with them.

I hope one day my Kkids can view Alz-
heimer’s the same way my generation
views polio, a terrible disease that was
conquered with scientific advances.
Basic research forms the building
blocks of science and medicine and this
type of breakthrough clearly illus-
trates why the Federal Government’s
investment in basic research is invalu-
able. Again, | am excited to report this
and the many coming announcements
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of good news from the Oklahoma Med-
ical Research Foundation.

METHAMPHETAMINES

(Mr. BACA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BACA. Mr. Speaker, | rise in sup-
port of legislation introduced by the
gentleman from California (Mr. CAL-
VERT), my colleague from the Inland
Empire. As a cosponsor of the bill, 1
join him in the war against meth labs.
This bill increases penalties for drug
criminals and puts them out of busi-
ness. Meth labs create harm to a lot of
our children and our communities. It
contaminates drinking water. It con-
taminates the soil in our area.

There are more than 2,500 meth labs
in the Inland Empire. That means chil-
dren living at home exposed to chemi-
cals with drug dealers, your children
playing next to meth labs. Your
spouses or your loved ones are at risk.
That means 13 lab fires and explosions
in San Bernardino County last year.
That means homes blowing up and po-
lice being placed at risk. This is why
the San Bernardino Sheriff’s Depart-
ment supports this bill. It is time to
say no to drugs. Support this bill.

BREAST AND CERVICAL CANCER
TREATMENT ACT

(Ms. DUNN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. DUNN. Mr. Speaker, | rise in sup-
port of H.R. 1070, the Breast and Cer-
vical Cancer Treatment Act. This leg-
islation provides States the option of
providing Medicaid coverage to unin-
sured, low-income women who are diag-
nosed with breast or cervical cancer as
part of a screening process by the Cen-
ters for Disease Control.

While the CDC’s National Breast and
Cervical Cancer Early Detection pro-
gram helps identify women with breast
or cervical cancer, it does not provide
any coverage or any treatment. These
women patients not only face a terri-
fying battle with cancer but they also
must find ways to pay for the care they
need. H.R. 1070 rectifies this problem
by helping low-income women get the
medical treatment they need. The bill
is vital to help save the lives of women
throughout our Nation. It would make
the best gift Congress could offer if we
were to pass H.R. 1070 by Mother’s Day.
I am pleased that this legislation soon
will be considered on the floor of the
House. It is a good bill and will do the
job. I ask my colleagues to support this
legislation.

TAX RELIEF

(Mr. KNOLLENBERG asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)
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Mr. KNOLLENBERG. Mr. Speaker,
with a determination to save the
American dream for the next genera-
tion, the Republican Congress has
turned the tax-and-spend culture of
Washington upside down and produced
a balanced budget with tax cuts for the
American people. Now that the Federal
Government’s financial house is finally
in order, the big question facing Con-
gress and the President is, what is
next? With the average family still
paying taxes, more in taxes than it
spends on basic necessities, the obvious
answer is tax relief for the American
worker.

As we move from the era of budget
deficits to budget surpluses, some peo-
ple in this town will argue that we can
afford to spend this money on new pro-
grams. However, that is the mindset
that got us in trouble in the first place.
For our children’s sake, for common
sense sake, it must be rejected once
and for all. | urge, Mr. Speaker, my
colleagues to continue fighting for the
additional tax relief that the American
people need and deserve.

A SIMPLER, FAIRER AND
FLATTER TAX CODE

(Mr. CHABOT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CHABOT. Mr. Speaker, our cur-
rent tax code is unfair. It taxes sav-
ings. It taxes marriage. It even taxes
death. It is virtually incomprehensible,
even to tax lawyers and to account-
ants. In fact it is even four times the
length of the Bible. This week we have
an opportunity to take a major step to-
wards reforming our tax system. The
House will consider H.R. 1041, legisla-
tion to sunset the Tax Code.

This legislation will encourage Con-
gress to create a simpler and fairer and
more reasonable tax system for Ameri-
cans. It gives us a deadline to do it.
Once this bill becomes law, the current
Tax Code would sunset on December 31,
2004, and Congress must then imple-
ment a new Tax Code or reauthorize
the current one we have by July 4, 2005.
Our tax laws are complicated, unfair,
and unreasonable. Let us work to-
gether to sunset our abominable Tax
Code and replace it with something
simpler and fairer and flatter.

COMMEMORATING 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF HAMPSTEAD VOLUN-
TEER FIRE DEPARTMENT

(Mr. BARTLETT of Maryland asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. BARTLETT of Maryland. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today to honor the men
and women of the Hampstead Volun-
teer Fire Engine and Hose Company
No. 1 of Carroll County, Maryland. The
fire company was founded on February
13, 1900, and will celebrate its 100th an-
niversary on April 15 of this year. The
founders’ goal was to establish fire pro-
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tection for their little town. One hun-
dred years later, the town has grown
and the company has grown from just a
few men to more than 100 active and
associate members whose goal today is
the same, to provide the highest level
of fire and emergency medical service
to their community.

From the daunting task of fighting
fires to responding to accidents and
emergency medical situations, the
Hampstead volunteers have remained
stalwart members of the Hampstead
community. Keep in mind, these are
volunteers who come to the aid of their
neighbors day and night, without pay
and oftentimes with complete dis-
regard for their own well-being. I am
certain the citizens of Hampstead join
me in congratulating the Hampstead
fire fighters and look forward to an-
other 100 years of exemplary service.

TAX LIMITATION CONSTITUTIONAL
AMENDMENT

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the Committee on Rules, |
call up House Resolution 471 and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 471

Resolved, That upon the adoption of this
resolution it shall be in order to consider in
the House the joint resolution (H.J. Res. 94)
proposing an amendment to the Constitution
of the United States with respect to tax limi-
tations. The joint resolution shall be consid-
ered as read for amendment. The previous
question shall be considered as ordered on
the joint resolution and any amendment
thereto to final passage without intervening
motion except: (1) two hours of debate equal-
ly divided and controlled by the chairman
and ranking minority member of the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary; (2) an amendment
printed in the Congressional Record pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XVIII, if offered by the
Minority Leader or his designee, which shall
be considered as read, and shall be separately
debatable for one hour equally divided and
controlled by the proponent and an oppo-
nent; and (3) one motion to recommit with or
without instructions.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LATOURETTE). The gentleman from
Texas (Mr. SESSIONS) is recognized for 1
hour.

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, for pur-
poses of debate only, | yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentleman
from Massachusetts (Mr. MOAKLEY),
the distinguished ranking member of
the Committee on Rules, pending
which | yield myself such time as |
may consume. During consideration of
this resolution, all time yielded is for
the purpose of debate only.

Mr. Speaker, House Resolution 471 is
a structured rule providing for the con-
sideration of H.J. Res. 94, proposing an
amendment to the Constitution of the
United States with respect to tax limi-
tations. The rule provides for 2 hours of
debate in the House equally divided
and controlled by the chairman and
ranking minority member of the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. The rule pro-
vides for one amendment printed in the
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the minority leader or his designee
which shall be considered as read and
shall be separately debatable for 1 hour
equally divided and controlled by the
proponent and an opponent. Finally,
the rule provides for one motion to re-
commit, with or without instructions.

Mr. Speaker, with tax day arriving at
the end of this week, there is certainly
no better time for the House to con-
sider this important constitutional
amendment. The tax limitation amend-
ment starts from this very simple
premise that it should be harder, not
easier, for government to raise taxes.
The average American pays more in
taxes than it does in food, clothing,
shelter, and transportation combined.
For too long, the tax burden imposed
by the Government has been going up,
not going down. I am very, very proud
to sponsor this constitutional amend-
ment.

Mr. Speaker, passage of this rule will
allow the House to begin debate on one
of the most serious matters to be con-
sidered by this House, an amendment
to the Constitution of the United
States. When our Founding Fathers
met more than 200 years ago to draft
what became the Constitution of the
United States, there was agreement on
what problems our Nation faced and
our Constitution was drafted to address
these problems.

In many instances, they wrote spe-
cific language protecting people from
what at times could be an oppressive,
intrusive, or overbearing Federal Gov-
ernment. They protected bedrock foun-
dations to our liberty and freedom,
such as life, the pursuit of happiness,
freedom of speech and freedom of reli-
gion. Just as importantly, the Found-
ing Fathers required certain actions
and laws passed by Congress to obtain
a supermajority vote, not just a simple
majority because they foresaw that the
people must overwhelmingly support
some action.

Our Founding Fathers were so in-
sightful and ingenious in their prepara-
tion of the Constitution that they en-
listed within our system of checks and
balances a Constitution which would
clearly enumerate occasions where a
supermajority would be appropriate as
a guardian of the people. A vote of two-
thirds of both houses, for example, is
required to override a presidential
veto. A two-thirds vote of the Senate is
required to approve treaties or to con-
vict an impeached Federal official.

But a two-thirds vote in Congress is
not yet required for raising taxes. In
my view, our Founding Fathers would
recognize that under the current sys-
tem there is an inherent bias towards
raising taxes and might have supported
this constitutional amendment.
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There has long been a bias towards
raising taxes under the current system.
Spending benefits are targeted at spe-
cific groups. These special interests
successfully lobby Congress and the
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