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Speaker, I would urge passage of the
bill.

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
strong support of H.R. 1359, a bill to des-
ignate the Federal building and courthouse
under construction in Youngstown, Ohio, as
the Frank J. Battisti and Nathaniel R. Jones
Federal Building and United States Court-
house.

This bill recognizes the careers, contribu-
tions, and friendship of two very distinguished
worthy public servants.

Judge Battisti was a Youngstown native,
born on October 4, 1922. He attended local
schools and received his undergraduate de-
gree from Ohio University in 1947, and his law
degree from Harvard in 1950. From 1950 to
1953, he served as the Assistant Attorney
General of Ohio. In 1961, President Kennedy
appointed him to the position of Judge of the
U.S. District Court of Northern Ohio, and in
1969 he became the Chief Judge.

While serving as a Federal judge, he played
a courageous and central role in ending
school segregation in Ohio.

In 1976, Judge Battisti was named ‘‘Out-
standing Trial Judge’’ by the Association of
Trial Lawyers of America.

Nathaniel R. Jones is also a native of
Youngstown, born in 1926. He attended local
public schools, and is a veteran of World War
II, serving in the U.S. Army Air Corps. He re-
ceived his law degree from Youngstown State
University. Jones’ career is highlighted by ex-
tensive devotion to human rights, and service
to the civil rights movement.

Attorney General Robert Kennedy appointed
him as Assistant U.S. Attorney for the North-
ern District of Ohio in Cleveland. In 1967, he
was appointed by President Johnson to serve
as Assistant Counsel to the National Advisory
Commission on Civil Disorders, also known as
the Kerner Commission. In 1969, Roy Wilkins
asked Jones to serve as the NAACP’s general
counsel. Judge Jones held that position for
over a decade.

In 1979, President Carter appointed him to
the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit.

In addition to his outstanding legal career,
Judge Jones is very active in numerous civic
and professional organizations, including the
National Conference of Christians and Jews,
and the Judicial Committee on Codes of Con-
duct.

It is fitting and proper to honor the lives, ca-
reers, and lasting contributions of these two
gentlemen with this designation.

I urge all Members to support H.R. 1359.
Mr. LATOURETTE. Mr. Speaker, I

yield back the balance of my time.
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.

PEASE). The question is on the motion
offered by the gentleman from Ohio
(Mr. LATOURETTE) that the House sus-
pend the rules and pass the bill, H.R.
1359.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the bill
was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

f

C.B. KING UNITED STATES
COURTHOUSE

Mr. LATOURETTE. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the

Senate bill (S. 1567) to designate the
United States courthouse located at 223
Broad Street in Albany, Georgia, as the
‘‘C. B. King United States Courthouse,’’
as amended.

The Clerk read as follows:
S. 1567

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives of the United States of America
in Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. DESIGNATION.

The United States courthouse located at 223
Broad Avenue in Albany, Georgia, shall be
known and designated as the ‘‘C.B. King United
States Courthouse’’.
SEC. 2. REFERENCES.

Any reference in a law, map, regulation, doc-
ument, paper, or other record of the United
States to the United States courthouse referred
to in section 1 shall be deemed to be a reference
to the ‘‘C.B. King United States Courthouse’’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Ohio (Mr. LATOURETTE) and the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. BLUMENAUER)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Ohio (Mr. LATOURETTE).

Mr. LATOURETTE. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, S. 1567, as amended,
designates the United States Court-
house nearing completion in Albany,
Georgia, as the C. B. King United
States Courthouse. Chevene Bowers
King was born in Albany, Georgia, in
1923. He ably served his country in the
United States Navy.

Mr. King attended Fisk University in
Nashville and earned his law degree
from Case Western University. C. B.
King was a cooperating attorney with
the NAACP Legal Defense and Edu-
cation Fund. King handled cases in-
volving school discrimination, voting
and political rights, the right to serve
on juries free of discrimination and
employment discrimination. King’s
legal actions led to the passage of the
Jury Selection and Service Act of 1968.

King used the legal process to
achieve significant civil rights accom-
plishments. This is a fitting honor for
a distinguished civil rights leader. I
support this measure and urge my col-
leagues to do the same.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, it is, I think, appro-
priate for us to designate the United
States Courthouse in Albany, Georgia,
after one of Albany’s great sons, C. B.
King. As was referenced by my col-
league, the gentleman from Ohio (Mr.
LATOURETTE), in terms of his history
there is one other little item. He did
attend Tuskeegee for a year before he
joined the Navy and went on to Fisk.

He is most remembered for his legal
activism in the South. In Southwest
Georgia, he became a leading civil
rights attorney working closely with
other lawyers from Macon, Atlanta,
and Savannah. He believed in using the
courts as an agent for change. He par-

ticipated in numerous landmark civil
rights cases, including cases to ensure
the basic rights of American citizens to
sit on juries free from racial discrimi-
nation. He was a firm believer in the
provisions of Title VII of the Civil
Rights Act of 1964 that provided equal
job opportunities for African Ameri-
cans.

King was a superior legal scholar and
an excellent orator. He joined scholar-
ship with these oratorical skills to
produce a powerful presence in court-
rooms. It is most fitting that we honor
C. B. King with this designation. I sup-
port the bill and commend our col-
league, the gentleman from Georgia
(Mr. BISHOP) for his diligence in pur-
suing this legislation.

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
strong support of S. 1567, a bill to designate
the courthouse in Albany, Georgia, as the
‘‘C.B. King United States Courthouse.’’

Chevene Bowers King was a native of Al-
bany, Georgia, the third child in a middle-class
African-American family. He attended local
schools and attended Tuskeegee for a year
before he decided to join the Navy. After his
three years in the service, he enrolled at Fisk
University. After graduating from college, he
attended Case Western Reserve University,
School of Law in Cleveland, Ohio.

Over the course of his career, C.B. King led
the legal fight in the courts for civil rights in Al-
bany, Georgia. Using his intimate knowledge
of the court system, King was able to advance
the cause of civil rights by defending his col-
leagues who participated in marches and sit-
ins. He worked closely with the NAACP, and
was the cooperating attorney with the NAACP
Legal Defense and Educational Fund. King
played a key role in cases involving important
civil rights issues such as school desegrega-
tion, voting rights, political rights, and employ-
ment discrimination.

King was also a pioneer in his community to
advance employment opportunities for African
Americans—encouraging people to move from
low-skilled, low-paying jobs to high-paying,
professional occupations that required ad-
vanced degrees. In particular, King firmly be-
lieved that courts were an agent for change
and he strongly encouraged young African
Americans to turn to the law for a career.

King was a devoted family man, husband,
and father. His public career is marked with
great success and his private life was en-
riched with family, children and friends.

It is fitting and proper to honor the signifi-
cant contributions of C.B. King by designating
the U.S. courthouse in Albany, Georgia, in his
honor. The Gentleman from Georgia, Mr.
BISHOP, has introduced a companion bill to the
Senate bill that we consider today and I thank
him for all of his efforts on behalf of this legis-
lation.

I urge Members to support S. 1567.
Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, I

yield back the balance of my time.
Mr. LATOURETTE. Mr. Speaker, I

yield back the balance of my time.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The

question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Ohio (Mr.
LATourette) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the Senate bill, S.
1567, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)

VerDate 20-MAR-2000 01:15 Apr 04, 2000 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00014 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K03AP7.030 pfrm12 PsN: H03PT1



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H1645April 3, 2000
the rules were suspended and the Sen-
ate bill, as amended, was passed.

The title of the Senate bill was
amended so as to read:

‘‘A bill to designate the United States
courthouse located at 223 Broad Avenue in
Albany, Georgia, as the ‘C.B. King United
States Courthouse’.’’.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

f

GENERAL LEAVE
Mr. LATOURETTE. Mr. Speaker, I

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on H. Con. Res. 278; H. Con. Res. 279, as
amended; H. Con. Res. 281; H.R. 1359;
H.R. 1605, as amended; H.R. 4052; and S.
1567, as amended, the measures just
considered by the House.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Ohio?

There was no objection.
f

EXPRESSING SENSE OF HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES CONCERNING
PARTICIPATION OF EXTREMIST
FPO IN GOVERNMENT OF AUS-
TRIA
Mr. BALLENGER. Mr. Speaker, I

move to suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution (H. Res. 429) expressing
the sense of the House of Representa-
tives concerning the participation of
the extremist FPO in the Government
of Austria.

The Clerk read as follows:
H. RES. 429

Whereas the extremist, racist, and
xenophobic FPO has entered into a coalition
agreement and is participating in the new
Government of Austria;

Whereas the long-time-leader of the FPO,
Joerg Haider, praised Adolf Hitler’s ‘‘sound
employment policy’’ and called Waffen SS
veterans ‘‘decent people with character who
stuck to their belief through the strongest
headwinds’’;

Whereas Joerg Haider and his party in the
recent election campaign decried the ‘‘over-
foreignization’’ of Austria, which was an ex-
pression that was coined and used by Nazi
leaders;

Whereas at a time when the European
Union, the United States, and other nations
are working actively to discourage ethnic
hatred in the republics of the former Yugo-
slavia and elsewhere, the FPO shamelessly
appealed to racist sentiment and based its
political campaign on racism and xeno-
phobia;

Whereas in the past Joerg Haider and his
party have expressed fundamental disagree-
ment with the principles of freedom, democ-
racy, and respect for human rights, which
are the foundation of a modern, democratic,
open, and tolerant Europe and which Aus-
tria, as a member of the European Union, is
committed by treaty to uphold; and

Whereas the inclusion of the FPO in the
Austrian governing coalition serves to legiti-
mize and encourage the extreme right in
other countries of Europe: Now, therefore, be
it

Resolved, That the House of
Representatives—

(1) recognizes the right of the Austrian
people to express their political views

through a democratic election, but also reaf-
firms the right and the obligation of the
United States House of Representatives to
express its opposition to the anti-demo-
cratic, racist and xenophobic views that have
been expressed by Joerg Haider and other
leaders of the FPO, and, because of these
publicly expressed views, to state its opposi-
tion to the party’s participation in the Aus-
trian Government;

(2) condemns the insulting, racist, and
xenophobic statements which have been
made over many years by Joerg Haider, the
long-time leader of the FPO, and by other
leaders of the party;

(3) expresses profound regret and dismay
that the FPO will play a major role in the
new Government of Austria;

(4) commends the leaders of the European
Union, the fourteen other member states of
the European Union, Canada, Norway, and
other countries which have expressed their
serious concerns regarding the participation
of the FPO in the Government of Austria;

(5) calls upon the President, the Secretary
of State, and other officials and agencies of
the United States Government to emphasize
to Austrian Government officials our con-
cern about the inclusion of any party in the
Government of Austria, including the FPO,
that has been associated with xenophobic,
racist policies, and statements supportive of
Nazi-era programs;

(6) urges Members of Congress to use any
meetings with ministers and other political
leaders of the Government of Austria to ex-
press concern for Austria’s continued adher-
ence to democratic standards and full re-
spect for human rights;

(7) calls upon the Secretary of State to
continue to scrutinize the policies of the new
Government of Austria and to be prepared to
take additional measures if circumstances so
warrant; and

(8) directs the Clerk of the House to send a
copy of this resolution to the Secretary of
State with the request that it be forwarded
to the President of Austria.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
North Carolina (Mr. BALLENGER) and
the gentleman from Florida (Mr.
WEXLER) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from North Carolina (Mr. BALLENGER).

Mr. BALLENGER. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

(Mr. BALLENGER asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. BALLENGER. Mr. Speaker, H.R.
429 was adopted by a voice vote by the
Committee on International Relations.
It places on the record the concern of
the House about the inclusion of an ex-
tremist party in the government of
Austria, formed at the beginning of the
year.

I believe this is a fair and a balanced
measure and I ask my colleagues to
adopt it and also, since the gentleman
from New York (Mr. GILMAN) is not
here, I would insert in the RECORD his
statement.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, H. Res. 429
places the House on record regarding our
concerns over the participation of the extrem-
ist Freedom Party, the FPO, in the govern-
ment of Austria that was recently formed. The
former leader and founder of the FPO, Joerg

Haider has propelled the FPO into the main-
stream of Austrian politics by appealing to
some of the frustrations of Austria’s people.
He has also capitalized on a large measure of
dissatisfaction with the political status quo that
was represented by Austria’s traditional polit-
ical establishment among the Austrian elec-
torate.

Nevertheless, I join with the gentleman from
California, Mr. LANTOS and my colleagues in
condemning many of the statements that
Joerg Haider has made, his demagogic at-
tempts to stir up resentment of Austria’s large
immigrant community, and his apparent sym-
pathies for Austria’s tragic Nazi past.

This measure is balanced. It is aimed at the
government of Austria and not at the people of
Austria with many of whom I have enjoyed a
close and enduring friendship. While we are
expressing our concern, we are also with-
holding our final judgment with regard to the
direction that the new government of Austria
will pursue. We are calling upon our own gov-
ernment to make clear our concerns and to
monitor Austrian policies so that if any further
action on our part becomes necessary, we will
be able to pursue it without delay.

Accordingly, I invite the support of my col-
leagues for H. Res. 429 so that Austrian offi-
cials will fully understand the depth of our con-
cern.

Mr. WEXLER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support
of House Resolution 429, expressing the
serious concerns of the United States
Congress over the participation of the
extremist Freedom Party in the Gov-
ernment of Austria. Unfortunately, the
gentleman from California (Mr. LAN-
TOS), who had every intention of lead-
ing this debate, was delayed in flight.

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank the
gentleman from California (Mr. LAN-
TOS) for introducing this timely resolu-
tion. Its content echoes the sentiment
of many in the international commu-
nity who are deeply disturbed by
events taking place in Austria. I know
many of my colleagues were shocked
and dismayed on February 4, 2000, when
we learned that despite massive inter-
national opposition, Thomas Klestil,
Austria’s President and leader of the
People’S Party, swore in a new govern-
ment that included the Freedom Party,
a xenophobic, right-wing organization,
led by Mr. Haider, a dangerous extrem-
ist known for praising aspects of the
Nazi era.

The participation of the Freedom
Party in the new Austrian government
is deeply disturbing to all who remem-
ber recent European history. Mr.
Haider has made several statements
praising Adolf Hitler’s orderly employ-
ment policies in lauding veterans of
the Waffen SS as decent people of good
character who stuck to their belief
through the strongest headwinds.

Haider and the FPO campaigned on a
policy of racism and xenophobia, urg-
ing an immediate halt to the immigra-
tion in Austria due to the over
foreignization of Austria. Haider also
waged a campaign to expel all foreign
workers.

In 1997, he called for one-third of all
foreigners to be sent home within 2
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