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Navajo Nation with a hearing on the record
and a reasonable opportunity to cure the al-
leged violation.’’.

The Senate concurrent resolution
was concurred in.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

f

HOME HEATING OIL PRICES
RISING STEADILY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. GEKAS)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. GEKAS. Mr. Speaker, home heat-
ing oil prices are rising steadily. An
immensely cold winter is predicted to
come to us in the next several days.
Natural gas is becoming scarce. And
out in the West we learn that in Cali-
fornia there are warnings out to not
light the Christmas trees. The people
of California are being asked not to
turn on their electricity for Christmas.

The Secretary of Energy just re-
cently tried to alleviate the severe
electric shortage and power shortage of
California and asked the other western
States north of California and their
utilities to furnish electricity elements
to California.

Senator DOMENICI yesterday dared us
to look at what has happened in Cali-
fornia without fear and without trepi-
dation. He says there is a wave of roll-
ing brownouts and blackouts coming
from California across the country to
us, brownouts and blackouts meaning
energy shortages and measures that
municipalities and homeowners must
take to conserve electricity.

This is unacceptable for our country,
and it goes to the core of what we have
been saying for 8 years now, that we
have been traveling along the price of
higher fuel and shortages of electricity
on the backs of the lack of an energy
policy in our country.

That is why in the spring of this year
I introduced a bill that would create a
commission that would try to put to-
gether all the elements, all the re-
sources that we have so that we can de-
clare energy independence within 10
years, so that this commission can
look at the ANWR reserves, the Alaska
reserves, offshore drilling, natural gas,
domestic drilling, coal reserves, solar
energy, all the various resources that
we have at our command if only we
would use them to bring about energy
independence in 10 years so no longer
would we have to kneel at the throne
of OPEC to ask them to produce more
oil and to reduce prices. That is un-
heard of for our modern society.

In that energy policy proposal that I
made, the gentleman from Alaska (Mr.
YOUNG), who is an expert on ANWR and
Alaskan oil and energy generally, was
the prime cosponsor with me; and he,
as chairman of his committee, ac-
corded me a hearing on this matter. He
agrees that we ought to put something
in place.

I am sure that the President of the
United States soon to be sworn in,

George Bush, will attend to this matter
and his energy secretary is going to
have this as a priority. I know that.
But we in Congress have to help them
along by establishing these long-term
investigations into our resources.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from Alaska (Mr. YOUNG).

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Speaker,
first let me compliment the gentleman
on his outstanding piece of legislation.
It does bring to the forefront the lack
of an energy policy, and his bill does
set up a commission to say, we have to
address all forms of energy so we have
what I call the wheel of energy to pro-
vide the necessity for the center of the
wheel to make it work.

As the gentleman mentioned, with
coal, 64 percent develops our electrical
energy now. We need nuclear. We need
gas. We need oil. And, yes, even some
hydro, wind power, solar power, all col-
lected in the need for the BTUs.

We have requested, I have requested,
an energy policy for the last 20 years
and been turned down by the past ad-
ministration that has not sought to
not seek an energy policy.

So I want to compliment the gen-
tleman for bringing this to the fore-
front. Because gas right now, natural
gas, 1 year ago was $2 and today it is $9
on the market. So we do need this pol-
icy, and I want to compliment the gen-
tleman for his resolution.

Mr. GEKAS. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for his comments.

There is another immediate dividend
that I think will come from the estab-
lishment of the commission and for-
ward movement on establishing an en-
ergy policy. I believe that OPEC, see-
ing what is happening, will automati-
cally start to drop the prices.

Unfortunately for us who want this
energy policy, that may give us some
sort of relief that we will not have the
will to go on with determining our own
fate in energy. But I am willing to take
that chance. We have got to have an
energy policy. We have to stand pat
against OPEC and become energy inde-
pendent as a Nation in 10 years.

f

HEATING OIL SHORTAGES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Alaska (Mr. YOUNG) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Speaker,
if the gentleman from Pennsylvania
(Mr. GEKAS) will continue with this
dialogue, one of the things that a lot of
people in America do not realize is that
the reason we have the prosperity we
have today is because we have had
cheap energy.

Some people think that is wrong,
that we ought to take and conserve all
the energy. But if we want to grow, we
have a supply and an abundance of en-
ergy so we can have the high-tech and
the computer industry, by the way,
which now uses 27 percent of our elec-
trical power which did not happen 15
years ago. Twenty-seven percent of our

electrical power today is consumed by
computers.

For those that are in the computer
world, think about it: when power goes
down, their computer goes off. That
means the airplanes do not fly. That
means the stoplights do not work. That
means this country comes to a halt.

And so what the gentleman has said,
let us get a policy so that the future
generations, yes, and the present gen-
erations in reality will have a constant
supply of reasonably priced energy.

But if the gentleman would like for
one moment to address something for
me, he mentioned that if we do this the
OPEC countries may drop their price. I
happen to agree.

What would the gentleman think we
should do, though, maybe what the
commission can do, to solve that prob-
lem.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from Pennsylvania (Mr. GEKAS).

Mr. GEKAS. Mr. Speaker, I have not
been able to predict exactly what
would happen. It seems to me that we
ought to start a course on energy inde-
pendence and go to it without respect
to what OPEC does.

All I am saying is we will have an
extra dividend to lower prices almost
immediately, but then our domestic
drillers will have to be given additional
incentive to continue producing; and
that may require tax incentive-types of
legislation that we would have to put
into place along with our energy pol-
icy.

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Speaker,
reclaiming my time, again, the com-
mission can probably recognize what
we can do to solve that problem. Be-
cause I expect what the gentleman said
will come true, the first time the OPEC
countries sees that we are serious
about setting up a supply of energy,
they will lower their prices so maybe
some of my constituents and his con-
stituents and the people in Florida’s
House will say, well, there is no need
for this, let us not drill an ANWR.

Although, by the way, it only dis-
rupts 12,000 acres out of 19 million
acres.

Mr. GEKAS. Mr. Speaker, if the gen-
tleman will continue to yield, which
reminds me, we are told, and the press
knows more about it, that the current
President, President Clinton, is con-
templating a monument executive
order in which he sets aside x amount
of land and other resources in Alaska
keeping them from development in
what we are seeking here.

Can the gentleman tell us about
that?

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Speaker,
there is that possibility. I think it
would be a terrible disservice to the
country.

I would like to remind the gentleman
and people that might be listening that
this area is a very small area that has
a tremendous abundance of oil, prob-
ably 39 billion barrels of oil, that can
be accessible to the people in the lower
48 so we would not have to buy that
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million barrels a day from Saddam
Hussein.

So if the President was to do that, it
would be a terrible travesty; it would
be wrong for the people and wrong for
Alaska. But, most of all, it would be
wrong for the people that are buying
oil from abroad.

Mr. GEKAS. Mr. Speaker, what is
missing from all of this discussion is
the fact that all of us, every American,
is interested in environmental quality.
We do not want anything but clean air
and clean water and a good area in
which to live. But we are in a state of
almost-crisis now where we have to
talk about survival and meeting the
needs of the American family.

I am talking about the basic needs of
the American family. That is why we
have to put the environmental con-
cerns on an equal balance, not on a pri-
ority, and try to develop our resources
as we need them.

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Speaker,
we can do both. As the gentleman from
Pennsylvania knows, in Alaska we
have a bigger caribou herd, more wild-
life, a better environment just from the
development of Prudhoe. And I say this
can happen again in ANWR.

But more than that, if we want to see
environmental damage, do not have the
energy available and keep being de-
pendent upon those countries overseas.

I keep stressing the fact that now,
this year, remember gas was $2 per

thousand cubic feet last year; this
year, right today, it is $9.42. That
means the average home buying gas
today, their heating bill will go up 300
percent this winter. And that is a jolt
economically, and it also means we are
running out of natural gas because we
have not been allowed to develop those
fields in the lower 48.

So Alaska has got gas and we want to
sell it to you, but the fact is we ought
to be developing those gas fields in Wy-
oming, Montana, New Mexico, and, yes,
in Pennsylvania, they have gas in
Pennsylvania, and go after those fields
so we can have it available for the con-
stituents that my colleague and I
serve.

Mr. GEKAS. Mr. Speaker, we are not
adverse to developing a plan of tax in-
centives to give our fellow Americans,
the entrepreneurs, the incentive to go
ahead and drill where they might fail;
but we ought to give them that incen-
tive to do so and to otherwise bring
technology into place for the develop-
ment of all these resources.

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Speaker, I
want to thank the gentleman for doing
this tonight on the floor of the House.
I do appreciate his bringing this to
light.

He is from Pennsylvania. I am from
Alaska. We recognize the need for an
energy policy. Hopefully this new Con-
gress and with the new President, this
Nation will come forth with an energy

policy that can deliver the needed Btus
to every family and improve the way
we live today and not have anyone suf-
fer.

f

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12 of rule I, the Chair de-
clares the House in recess subject to
the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 4 o’clock and 13 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess
subject to the call of the Chair.

f

0056

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. SHIMKUS) at 12 o’clock
and 56 minutes a.m.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
House will be in order.

f

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
SHIMKUS). Pursuant to clause 12 of rule
I, the Chair declares the House in re-
cess subject to the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 57
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess subject to the call of the Chair.

N O T I C E

Incomplete record of House proceedings. Except for concluding business which follows,
today’s House proceedings will be continued in the next issue of the Record.

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 8 of rule XII, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

11364. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Defense, transmitting a response to
Section 216 of the National Defense Author-
ization Act for Fiscal Year 1998, P.L. 105–85
regarding the Global Hawk Program; to the
Committee on Armed Services.

11365. A letter from the Director, Regula-
tions Policy and Management Staff, FDA,
Department of Health and Human Services,
transmitting the Department’s final rule—
Food Labeling, Safe Handling Statements,
Labeling of Shell Eggs; Refrigeration of
Shell Eggs Held for Retail Distribution
[Docket Nos. 98N–1230, 96P–0418, and 97P–0197]
(RIN: 0910–AB30) received December 13, 2000,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Commerce.

11366. A letter from the Special Assistant
to the Bureau Chief, Mass Media Bureau,
Federal Communications Commission, trans-
mitting the Commission’s final rule—
Amendment of Section 73.202(b), Table of Al-
lotments, FM Broadcast Stations (Darby and
STEVENSville, Montana) [MM Docket No. 99–
220; RM–9601; RM–9636] received December 11,
2000, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Commerce.

11367. A letter from the Special Assistant
to the Bureau Chief, Mass Media Bureau,
Federal Communications Commission, trans-
mitting the Commission’s final rule—

Amendment of Section 73.202(b), Table of Al-
lotments, FM Broadcast Stations (McCook,
Nebraska) [MM Docket No. 00–82; RM–9841]
received December 11, 2000, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Commerce.

11368. A letter from the Special Assistant
to the Bureau Chief, Mass Media Bureau,
Federal Communications Commission, trans-
mitting the Commission’s final rule—
Amendment of Section 73.202(b), Table of Al-
lotments, FM Broadcast Stations (Des
Moines, New Mexico) [MM Docket No. 00–66;
RM–9842] received December 11, 2000, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee
on Commerce.

11369. A letter from the Chairman, Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission, transmit-
ting a report on Proposing Remedies For
California Wholesale Electric Markets and a
report on Western Markets and the Causes of
the Summer 2000 Price Abnormalities; to the
Committee on Commerce.

11370. A letter from the Assistant Legal
Adviser for Treaty Affairs, Department of
State, transmitting copies of international
agreements, other than treaties, entered into
by the United States, pursuant to 1 U.S.C.
112b(a); to the Committee on International
Relations.

11371. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Labor, transmitting the semiannual
reports to the Congress of the Pension Ben-
efit Guaranty Corporation’s Executive Direc-
tor and the Office of Inspector General for
the period April 1, 2000, through September
30, 2000, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. app. (Insp. Gen.

Act) section 5(b); to the Committee on Gov-
ernment Reform.

11372. A letter from the Executive Director,
District of Columbia Retirement Board,
transmitting the personal financial disclo-
sure statements of Board members, pursuant
to D.C. Code section 1–732 and 1–734(a)(1)(A);
to the Committee on Government Reform.

11373. A letter from the Comptroller Gen-
eral, General Accounting Office, transmit-
ting a report on the failure of the National
Security Council to provide access to certain
documents to the General Accounting Office,
pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 716(b)(1); to the Com-
mittee on Government Reform.

11374. A letter from the Executive Director,
Committee For Purchase From People Who
Are Blind Or Severely Disabled, transmitting
the Committee’s final rule—Additions to and
Deletions from the Procurement List—re-
ceived December 12, 2000, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Gov-
ernment Reform.

11375. A letter from the Chairman, Federal
Trade Commission, transmitting the report
on the Federal Trade Commission’s Report of
Final Actions for the period ending Sep-
tember 30, 2000, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. app.
(Insp. Gen. Act) section 5(b); to the Com-
mittee on Government Reform.

11376. A letter from the Vice President for
Legal Affairs, General Counsel & Corporate
Secretary, Legal Services Corporation,
transmitting the semiannual report on the
activities of the Office of Inspector General
for the period April 1, 2000, through Sep-
tember 30, 2000, and the corresponding report
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