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That is money that can be spent for
education or even retirement savings.
It also means $5,200 in savings for every
American family, which is enough
money for annual tuition at a public
university.

Mr. Speaker, this Congress has ended
the old spend-now-and-pay-later atti-
tude that created deficits as far as the
eye could see. I believe it is morally
wrong to pass on our debt to our chil-
dren and grandchildren. They should
not have to inherit prior profligate
spending. By committing to dedicate at
least 90 percent of future surplus to re-
ducing the national debt, we will se-
cure America’s future for our children
and our grandchildren.

f

SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT IN THE
MATTER OF REFUSALS TO COM-
PLY WITH SUBPOENAS ISSUED
BY COMMITTEE ON RESOURCES

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska, from the Com-
mittee on Resources, submitted a privi-
leged supplemental report (Rept. No.
106–801, Part II) in the matter of the
Refusals to Comply with Subpoenas
Issued by the Committee on Resources,
which was referred to the House Cal-
endar and ordered to be printed.

f

CONCERNING VIOLENCE IN
MIDDLE EAST

(Mr. FORD asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. FORD. Mr. Speaker, on October
25, yesterday, the House of Representa-
tives passed H.Con.Res. 426, a resolu-
tion concerning violence in the Middle
East.

Like those who supported the resolu-
tion, I am profoundly saddened by the
loss of life precipitated by the recent
outbreak of violence in Gaza and the
West Bank. My support for the State of
Israel and Israeli people as my voting
record has demonstrated during my
brief tenure here in the Congress has
been unwavering. However, I could not
support the resolution in the form it
was presented yesterday because in my
view it unfairly and broadly assigned
blame for the violence in the Middle
East.

A lasting Middle East peace can only
be achieved if all parties demonstrate
courage in the negotiation process.
Central to this is the immediate renun-
ciation of all violence and an expres-
sion of willingness by both sides to re-
turn to the negotiating table. Chair-
man Arafat’s words and actions dem-
onstrate his unwillingness to partici-
pate. I strongly support President Clin-
ton’s efforts to bring both sides to the
negotiating table to begin again the
slow and often difficult work that is
necessary to ensure a lasting and just
peace.

b 1045

ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF LAST 7
YEARS

(Mr. EHLERS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. EHLERS. Mr. Speaker, I have
been in this House approximately 7
years now, and as we approach the end
of this session, it is time for a retro-
spective.

When I arrived in this House, we had
a deficit of $300 billion. And, in addi-
tion to that, we spent every cent, every
single penny of the money that came in
for Social Security, and it was spent on
behalf of general government projects
rather than on behalf of the people who
contributed it.

Today we have a surplus of over $100
billion, plus we are not taking one cent
of the Social Security money that is
coming in. What a difference in 7 years!
If you want to know what that dif-
ference means for the average tax-
payer, it is more than $2,200 for each
and every taxpayer in this country.

What a change! What an accomplish-
ment! I am very proud to have been
part of the House during this transi-
tion, from a time of immense deficit
spending, stealing Social Security
money, and now not touching the So-
cial Security money and saving the
money, having a surplus.
f

REAL HEALTH CARE REFORM
NEEDED FOR AMERICAN PEOPLE

(Mr. WATT of North Carolina asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WATT of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, for the last several years,
since the passage of the Balanced
Budget Act, all health care providers
who provide medical services under
Medicare have been suffering, and we
have been making efforts to try to ad-
dress that problem.

Unfortunately, the bill that is being
brought to the floor today will give 47
percent of the benefits of the bill to
HMOs who provide only 15 to 16 percent
of the health care coverage for Medi-
care recipients. In the process, it short-
changes the other health care pro-
viders, such as hospitals, home health
agencies, nursing homes, hospices and,
more importantly, beneficiaries under
Medicare.

Additionally, this bill would break
faith with the commitments that we
made during the census that we would
keep all information from the census
private. We made a commitment. We
went out and told people that their in-
formation would be private. Now the
same people who said that the informa-
tion would not be revealed are here of-
fering a bill to reveal the information.
What a reversal of roles here.

We should oppose this bill, sustain
the President’s veto, and get a real bill
for the American people.

LOCAL CONTROL OF EDUCATION
NEEDED

(Mr. BARTLETT of Maryland asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. BARTLETT of Maryland. Mr.
Speaker, Republicans know that chil-
dren are our top priority. We are work-
ing to get dollars directly to the class-
room. We want to encourage greater
accountability for schools to raise test
scores and graduation rates. We want
to maximize our education funding by
rooting out waste, fraud, and abuse.

Parents should have the right to save
money for educational opportunities
for their children, and they should be
able to choose the school that best
works for them. Even Democrats real-
ize that there is growing frustration
with the current state of education in
America, and perhaps it is time for
major reform.

Mr. Speaker, the Federal Govern-
ment must continue to free States to
use funds for proven State education
programs.

President Clinton and Vice President
GORE want more Washington control.
They think Washington knows best. We
know that parents, teachers, and local
school boards know better. There is no
one-size-fits-all program for America’s
children. Some schools need more
teachers, others need better teacher
training, new computers or new build-
ings. Even the hardest working, best
intentioned bureaucrat in Washington,
D.C. cannot know what our needs are
at home.

f

TIME TO UNMASK REPUBLICAN
CONGRESSIONAL LEADERSHIP

(Mr. LEVIN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, the Repub-
lican campaign strategy has been to
hide the Republican congressional
leadership. Maybe that is one reason
we are still here in D.C. But the need
to end this session has forced the Re-
publican leadership into the open,
showing true Republican colors.

Take the health field as an example.
It appears that, in the bills today, no
patients’ bill of rights, no prescription
drugs, no help for legal immigrant kids
and pregnant women, shortchanging
hospitals in need to give a bundle to
their HMO contributors.

President Clinton will veto these
bills. I hope the President will take his
fight against a do-harm Republican
Congress to the countryside and use
this Halloween period to unmask who
the Republican opposition really is and
is about.

f

PUT EDUCATION DOLLARS IN
LOCAL HANDS

(Mr. THUNE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
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minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. THUNE. Mr. Speaker, the Repub-
lican Congress differs with Democrats
on the policy aspect of who should con-
trol our children’s education, Wash-
ington, or parents and teachers. The
education debate is not about money;
it is about Federal versus local control
of our schools and our children’s fu-
ture.

Two schools in South Dakota almost
did not get their critical funds because
of the bloated bureaucracy in Wash-
ington. Instead, $2 million in funding
was diverted from the Federal Depart-
ment of Education to bank accounts in
Maryland and used to purchase two
luxury SUVs, a house and property in
upper Maryland. I know the students,
parents, teachers and administrators
that make up the school districts of
Wagner and Bennett County schools
would not squander $2 million.

Mr. Speaker, the writing is on the
chalkboard. We need to put the dollars
in local hands, not keep it here in
greedy hands where it can be stolen,
wasted or abused, and not used how it
was intended. We do not need more
Federal control of education dollars,
we need more local control.
f

UNITED STATES STEEL INDUSTRY
BLEEDING TO DEATH

(Mr. VISCLOSKY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, as we
meet today, the United States steel in-
dustry continues to bleed to death. Let
me give you but one example. LTV
stock has plummeted 75 percent since
January, and its year-end losses are
likely to approach $2 per share.

On October 5, they essentially gave
away two tin mills, one in Gary, Indi-
ana, the other in Aliquippa, Pennsyl-
vania. Most importantly, today they
are going to announce that one out of
every ten people who yesterday were
working in East Chicago, Indiana, are
not going to continue to work there.
There will be 30 people today, one out
of every ten employees, who will not
have a job at day’s end.

That is why, under the leadership of
the gentleman from New York (Mr.
QUINN) and the gentleman from West
Virginia (Mr. MOLLOHAN), 236 of us
have asked the President to initiate a
201 trade action on those countries and
those companies that are dumping
steel and violating our law.

It is time that the administration
initiate that 201 trade action, and it is
also time that the administration
should immediately take action
against non-WTO member nations who
import steel in order to stem the tide
of illegally imported steel from some of
the worst violators of our trade laws.
f

TRIBUTE TO SAM WALKER
(Mr. BILBRAY asked and was given

permission to address the House for 1

minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BILBRAY. Mr. Speaker, this
week, there is a man named Sam Walk-
er who passed a way in Picayune, Mis-
sissippi, GENE TAYLOR’S district.

This man had moved from Nebraska
down into the deep South and found his
bride in New Orleans. He served in the
United States Navy; and, as he didn’t
always remind his family, he had a de-
stroyer shot out from under him during
World War II. He settled down in Mis-
sissippi, and was called back into serv-
ice as a reservist during the missile cri-
sis in Cuba.

This man had served his community
in many ways, but he was truly the
salt of the Earth. He was a man who
worked with his hands, a member of
the Plumber’s Union, and somebody
who had served his country as a civil-
ian and active duty military.

It is sad for me to ask that this body
forgive that I will not be here tomor-
row or Saturday, because I feel it is my
obligation to be there for his wake and
funeral.

Sam Walker was a great American, a
great father, and a great father-in-law.
I think we should all remember the
Sam Walkers all over this country that
have served, that have been there.

Sadly, the time has come for us to
say good-bye and let him pass.

f

DO NOT BREAK CONFIDENTIALITY
OF CENSUS

(Mrs. MEEK of Florida asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
there are some in this Congress who
want to take time out and break the
confidentiality of the census. This is
really a terrible thing to do. We prom-
ised the people of this country when we
were taking the surveys in the census
that we would not break their con-
fidentiality. We gave them a solid
promise that we would not. Now there
is an attempt to do it.

I think everyone in this Congress
should fight back this attempt to re-
veal confidential information. Remem-
ber, we have a trust with the American
people and that is to tell them the
truth. When we went out to get these
surveys, we told them the truth. I, for
one, would never turn back on what I
told the people, that the things that
they were revealing to the census oper-
ators and to the census takers would be
held in strict confidentiality.

Wake up, Congress. Speak the truth,
so that the people of this country will
respect us more than they do now. We
need this respect, and the only way we
can do it is to speak the truth.

Mr. Speaker, it is time for every
Member of this Congress to say ‘‘no’’ to
revealing confidential information, and
‘‘yes’’ to truthfulness and honesty in
government.

RESPONDING TO NEEDS IN
EDUCATION

(Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of
Texas asked and was given permission
to address the House for 1 minute and
to revise and extend her remarks.)

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of
Texas. Mr. Speaker, I am here this
morning just to address education. I
hear the rhetoric about one size fits all
and what have you. Let me just say
that we are here because we are trying
to get the body to address the edu-
cational needs.

Yes, one size does fit all when we are
talking about more teachers, where
there is such a shortage. One size does
fit all when we are talking about
smaller classes so students can get
more attention, about after-school pro-
grams, and then the bonds that they
need. How do we know? Because the
people have told us so.

Mr. Speaker, we represent the real
people who stand for these goals. We
are listening to the people. We are re-
sponding to their stated needs.

This is not just one size fits all, this
is addressing needs that most of them
have, because we have got to do this
for the children of this Nation. We have
got to preserve our future, and the only
way to do it is to address these needs
with the surplus that we have, instead
of giving it all in tax breaks to the
rich.

f

QUESTIONING GEORGE W. BUSH’S
TRUTHFULNESS

(Mr. NADLER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I heard
George W. Bush the other day say that
he led the effort on a bipartisan basis
in Texas to pass a strong patients’ bill
of rights. I wonder why he did not tell
the truth.

The truth is that the Texas legisla-
ture, on a bipartisan basis, passed a
strong patients’ bill of rights. George
Bush vetoed that bill. Two years later
when the legislature was again in ses-
sion they passed it again, this time
with more than two-thirds of the votes
in each House, so he knew his veto
would be overridden. Now, he did not
sign the bill, he let it go into law with-
out his signature, expressing, by refus-
ing to sign the bill, his lack of support
for it. Now he comes before the Amer-
ican people and tells us untruthfully
that he supported it.

Vice President GORE, his truthfulness
is questioned because he exaggerates. I
wonder why George Bush’s truthfulness
is not questioned when on a very im-
portant public policy matter, he lies
outright.

f

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
QUINN). The Member is admonished to
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