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Mr. SCHAFFER changed his vote
from ““yea’ to ‘‘nay.”

Mr. PETRI and Mr. CHABOT changed
their vote from “‘nay”” to “‘yea.”

So the Senate bill was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

Stated for:

Mr. BALLENGER. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall
No. 534, | was inadvertently detained. Had |
been present, | would have voted “yes.”

PERMISSION TO FILE SUPPLE-
MENTAL REPORT ON H.R. 4541,
COMMODITY FUTURES MOD-
ERNIZATION ACT OF 2000

Mr. LEACH. Mr. Speaker, | ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on
Banking and Financial Services be au-
thorized to file a supplemental report
on the bill, H.R. 4541.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
OsE). Is there objection to the request
of the gentleman from lowa?

There was no objection.

MOTION TO GO TO CONFERENCE
ON S. 2796, WATER RESOURCES
DEVELOPMENT ACT OF 2000

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, pursu-
ant to House Resolution 639, | offer a
motion.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
Clerk will report the motion.

The
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The Clerk read as follows:

Mr. SHUSTER moves to insist on the House
amendment to S. 2796, and request a con-
ference with the Senate thereon.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
SHUSTER).

The motion was agreed to.

MOTION TO INSTRUCT OFFERED BY MR.
OBERSTAR

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Speaker, | offer
a motion to instruct conferees.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
Clerk will report the motion.

The Clerk read as follows:

Mr. OBERSTAR moves to instruct the con-
ferees to insist on section 586 of the House
amendment.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Minnesota (Mr. OBERSTAR) and the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. SHU-
STER) will each be recognized for 30
minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Minnesota (Mr. OBERSTAR).

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Speaker, | yield
myself such time as | may consume.

(Mr. OBERSTAR asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Speaker, | urge
adoption of the motion to instruct, and
I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, | yield
myself such time as | may consume to
simply accept the motion, and | yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the previous question is or-
dered on the motion to instruct.

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion to instruct
offered by the gentleman from Min-
nesota (Mr. OBERSTAR).

The motion was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the Chair appoints the fol-
lowing conferees: Messrs. SHUSTER,
YOuNG of Alaska, BOEHLERT, SHAW,
OBERSTAR, BORSKI, and MENENDEZ.

There was no objection.

The

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, | ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and to insert extraneous mate-
rial on S. 2796.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania?

There was no objection

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Ms. Evans, one
of his secretaries.
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PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 4635, DEPARTMENTS OF
VETERANS AFFAIRS AND HOUS-
ING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT,
AND INDEPENDENT AGENCIES
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2001

Ms. PRYCE of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, by
direction of the Committee on Rules, |
call up House Resolution 638 and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 638

Resolved, That upon adoption of this reso-
lution it shall be in order to consider the
conference report to accompany the bill
(H.R. 4635) making appropriations for the De-
partments of Veterans Affairs and Housing
and Urban Development and for sundry inde-
pendent agencies, boards, commissions, cor-
porations, and offices for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2001, and for other pur-
poses. All points of order against the con-
ference report and against its consideration
are waived. The conference report shall be
considered as read.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LATOURETTE). The gentlewoman from
Ohio (Ms. PRYCE) is recognized for 1
hour.

Ms. PRYCE of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, for
purposes of debate only | yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to my friend and
colleague the gentleman from Massa-
chusetts (Mr. MOAKLEY) pending which
I yield myself such time as | may con-
sume. During consideration of this res-
olution, all time yielded is for the pur-
pose of debate only.

Mr. Speaker, House Resolution 638 is
a rule waiving all points of order
against the conference report and
against its consideration to accompany
H.R. 4635, the fiscal year 2001 appro-
priations bill for the Departments of
Veterans Affairs, Housing and Urban
Development, and Independent Agen-
cies.

Mr. Speaker, this conference report
provides another example of a carefully
crafted bill that strikes a balance be-
tween the fiscal discipline and social
responsibility Americans expect of this
Congress. | would like to once again
commend the chairman of the sub-
committee, the gentleman from New
York (Mr. WALSH) and the ranking
member, the gentleman from West Vir-
ginia (Mr. MoLLOHAN), and all the
members of the Committee on Appro-
priations for making the tough deci-
sions required to produce a very
thoughtful bill that meets our most
important priorities.

I would also like to express a per-
sonal note of gratitude for the assist-
ance to help increase affordable hous-
ing opportunities in my district of Co-
lumbus, Ohio. This conference report
provides a small amount of needed
funding which will, in turn, become the
foundation to give more people in Co-
lumbus the opportunity to fulfill the
dream of home ownership.

The VA-HUD appropriation bill funds
a variety of important programs to
take care of our veterans, address the
Nation’s critical housing needs, pre-
serve and protect our environment, in-
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vest in scientific research, and con-
tinue our exploration into space.

The conference report maintains our
commitment to our Nation’s veterans,
who selflessly place themselves in
harm’s way so that we may enjoy the
very freedoms which we so much cher-
ish. This year, it provides an additional
$1.36 billion over last year’s historic in-
crease for veterans’ medical health
care. It increases veterans’ medical and
prosthetic research by $30 million, and
provides an extra $73 million over last
year’s funding level for the Veterans
Benefits Administration to expedite
claims that need processed for our vet-
erans.
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Finally, this conference report pro-
vides $100 million for Veterans State
Extended Facilities, an increase of $40
million above the President’s request.

Mr. Speaker, along with providing for
the needs of our veterans, this con-
ference report makes available impor-
tant resources to help the most vulner-
able in our society and place roofs over
their heads.

Low-income families will benefit
through this bill’s investment in the
Housing Certificate Program, which
provides funding for section 8 renewals
and tenant protection.

A $2.5 billion increase over last year’s
funding level will allow for the renewal
of all expiring section 8 contracts and
provide needed relocation assistance at
the level requested by the President. A
total of $14 billion is provided for this
important program in fiscal year 2001.

Other needed housing programs that
help our elderly, people with AIDS, and
Native Americans will also receive in-
creases above last year’s funding levels
in this conference report.

H.R. 4365 also looks toward the future
by preserving and protecting our envi-
ronment for the next generation to
enjoy.

It is my understanding that the con-
ference report before us today resolves
a number of outstanding environ-
mental concerns which were previously
expressed and are no longer considered
controversial. The bill targets funding
and places an emphasis on State grants
to protect the water that we drink and
the air that we breathe.

The State Revolving Fund for Safe
Drinking Water is increased by more
than $5 million from last year’s level,
and the Clean Water State Resolving
Fund is increased by $550 million over
the President’s request. And finally,
State Air grants are increased $6 mil-
lion.

Finally, Mr. Speaker, this conference
report provides important funding
which maintains our commitment to
the exploration of space and the im-
provement of science.

Total funding of $4.4 billion for NSF
is the largest budget in its history and
will help this important agency con-
tinue its mission of developing a na-
tional policy on science and promoting
basic research as well as increasing sci-
entific education.
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NASA also receives an increase that
will bring total funding to more than
$14.3 billion.

Mr. Speaker, it is also important to
note that this conference report in-
cludes two other important provisions.

First, like other appropriation con-
ference reports considered and passed
this year, the VA-HUD Conference Re-
port maintains our commitment to
debt reduction by providing yet an-
other $5 billion to pay down the public
debt.

Second, it contains a new version of
the previously passed fiscal year 2001
Energy and Water appropriations bill,
which now has the support of the ad-
ministration.

Mr. Speaker, it is a good conference
report and deserves our support. It
takes a responsible path toward re-
sponding to our Nation’s most pressing
needs and priorities.

I urge all of my colleagues to support
the straightforward, noncontroversial
rule as well as this must-do piece of
legislation.

Mr. Speaker, | reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. MOAKLEY. Mr. Speaker, | yield
myself such time as | may consume. |
thank my colleague and dear friend,
the gentlewoman from Ohio (Ms.
PRYCE), for yielding me the customary
half hour.

Mr. Speaker, | rise in support of this
rule providing for the consideration of
VA-HUD and Energy and Water appro-
priations bills.

I would like to congratulate my col-
leagues, the gentleman from New York
(Chairman WALSH) and the gentleman
from West Virginia (Mr. MOLLOHAN),
the ranking member, for their excel-
lent work on this very, very difficult
subject matter and the excellent work
on this conference report.

When this bill came to the floor the
first time in June, it really needed a
lot of help. But lucky for the American
veterans and the American families, it
did get that help.

This conference report, Mr. Speaker,
is a welcomed and radical departure
from the first VA-HUD appropriations
bill. This bill provides more money for
veterans medical research and State
veterans homes. It also does a better
job of funding housing programs, which
people in my home State of Massachu-
setts will be very, very happy to hear.

Mr. Speaker, | believe that veterans
and housing programs are very, very
important. They give people hope.
They save lives. And they should be
adequately funded, especially given to-
day’s strong economy. And lucky for us
and thanks to the gentleman from New
York (Chairman WALSH) and the gen-
tleman from West Virginia (Mr. MoL-
LOHAN) this conference report does just
that.

It also includes the Energy and
Water Appropriations Conference Re-
port, which now has been attached to
the VA-HUD Appropriations Con-
ference Report. Thanks to the hard
work of the gentleman from California
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