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that SSA will process fee payments to attor-
neys in a timely fashion.

The legislation we are introducing today
simply seeks to put that reasonable expecta-
tion into law. H.R. xxxx would prohibit the So-
cial Security Administration from charging an
attorney the 6.3 percent assessment unless
the agency certifies his or her fee for payment
within 30 days of the award of past-due bene-
fits to his or her client. Without this common-
sense legislation, SSA would be permitted to
charge the 6.3 percent assessment without re-
gard to how long the agency takes to process
attorneys’ fee payments.

As necessary as this legislation may be, it
is not all that is required of this and future
Congresses. We in Congress must also re-
main vigilant and ensure that the new adminis-
trative assessment imposed by the Work In-
centives Improvement Act does not deter at-
torneys from representing disability claimants.
Given the complexities of the disability deter-
mination process, if claimants are unable to
secure professional legal representation, the
results could be disastrous.

Claimants without professional legal rep-
resentation appear to be far less likely to re-
ceive the benefits to which they are entitled.
For example, in 1998, 57.6 percent of claim-
ants represented by an attorney, but only 35.7
percent of those without one, were awarded
benefits at the hearing level.

As mandated by the Work Incentives Im-
provement Act, the General Accounting Office
will examine the impact of this new administra-
tive assessment upon claimants’ access to
legal representation. If the GAO finds that the
assessment does impair claimants’ access, I
fully expect that, consistent with the con-
ference agreement on the Work Incentives Im-
provement Act, Congress will revisit this issue
once more.

In closing, I look forward to working with
Chairman SHAW on this piece of legislation in
the same bipartisan manner that characterized
our successful efforts last fall on the Work In-
centives Improvement Act and again this
spring on the repeal of the Social Security re-
tirement earnings test. With this sort of col-
laboration, I am certain that we can pass this
bill as well, thereby creating incentives for
SSA to improve its procedures for making
payments to attorneys and ensuring that dis-
ability claimants have qualified and reliable at-
torneys to whom they can turn for assistance.
f
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Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, it is my
honor to recognize and join in the celebration
of the Make-A-Wish Foundation’s 20th Anni-
versary. In its twentieth year, the Make-A-Wish
Foundation is a non-profit organization that ful-
fills the wishes of children fighting life-threat-
ening illnesses. This organization provides
once in a lifetime experiences to children,
under the age of 18, who may not have the
rest of their lives to seek opportunity. Born out
of a wish made by a seven-year-old fighting
Leukemia in Arizona, the Make-A-Wish Foun-
dation has grown to 80 chapters in the United

States and 20 international affiliates on five
continents and is the largest wish granting
foundation in the world. In its twenty years of
existence, the Make-A-Wish Foundation has
granted wishes to over 66,000 children world-
wide. The Make-A-Wish Foundation of the
Mid-Atlantic, Inc., in particular, helps to serve
children in my district as well as other children
throughout the entire state of Maryland.

The Make-A-Wish Foundation has granted
wishes to children as simple as trips to Disney
World and other amusement parks to meeting
their favorite entertainer or role model. One
young man from my district had his wish ful-
filled when he met South African leader and
political figure Nelson Mandela. He remarked
that there was no better way to learn about
blacks and whites living together in peace
than to learn firsthand about the life of some-
one so oppressed yet as unbroken as Mr.
Mandela.

The Make-A-Wish Foundation gives children
that are fighting life-threatening illnesses a
positive break from a world of doctors, hos-
pitals and medicine. I salute the Make-A-Wish
Foundation’s volunteers and supporters who
work to make wishes come true not only in
Baltimore City and Baltimore County, but lit-
erally all over the world. Congratulations on 20
years of making wishes come true.
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Mr. ORTIZ. Mr. Speaker, today I pay tribute
to a South Texas educator, Anita Hinojosa,
who will retire in July after 31 years in voca-
tional and adult education. Anita helped make
Corpus Christi a better place by virtue of her
lifetime commitment to education.

After working as a home economics teacher
after graduating from Texas A&I University at
Kingsville, and as a consultant, Anita became
the Vocational Education Coordinator while
also working as an adjunct Professor of Occu-
pational Education at Corpus Christi State Uni-
versity.

In 1990, she became the Career and Tech-
nology Education Director for the Corpus
Christi Independent School District, the posi-
tion she will soon leave to enjoy retirement.
During the course of her work here, she has
supervised some of the most important pro-
grams available at CCISD, those programs
that work with those who need special training
because of their age or special circumstances.

Anita currently oversees the following pro-
grams: Adult Basic Education; Alternative High
School Center; Summer Training and Edu-
cation Program (STEP); Pregnancy, Edu-
cation, and Parenting; Guidance and Coun-
seling; Instructional Technology; and several
at-risk programs.

I ask my colleagues to join me today in
commending a special patriot, one who spent
a lifetime in pursuit of education and teaching,
Anita Hinojosa.
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Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, public service,
when performed wisely and well, is the most
noble of callings. Today I honor a man who
has been in public service and who performed
in just those ways. Edward Weiss is retiring
from the United States Department of Justice,
Immigration and Naturalization Service, after
30 years of service.

In his many capacities with the Department,
Ed has received outstanding performance rat-
ings from every United States Attorney Gen-
eral under whom he has served since 1981.
He is well known for his ability to prepare and
litigate cases. He also coordinated the Crimi-
nal Alien Program for the New Jersey District.

Ed received his BA degree from Syracuse
University and graduated from Brooklyn Law
School. He and his wife Susan have two
daughters; Robyn, in a pre-doctorate program
in Religion at Hebrew University, and Karen,
studying law at George Washington University.

Ed is retiring to follow his other passions,
hiking and traveling. He is a dedicated profes-
sional of who we can all be proud. I join his
many friends in wishing him and his family
many happy years in his retirement.
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Mr. MCKEON. Mr. Speaker, today I pay trib-
ute to a very special man. He is a friend, a
community leader, and an exceptional educa-
tor. His dedication, competence and respon-
sible attitude exemplify all that is right with
America’s public school system.

For more than twenty-five years, Justin
‘‘Jay’’ Caufield has served as a Principal in the
Saugus Union School District. He has been a
very active member in the community and in
the school district.

Prior to entering the field of education, Mr.
Caufield served four years in the U.S. Army in
Special Forces. Mr. Caufield is highly re-
spected by his peers, teaching staff and par-
ents. As a teacher and principal in the Saugus
School District, Jay Caufield has touched the
lives and made a difference for thousands of
students.

For the past 17 years, Mr. Caufield has
served as the Principal at Emblem Elementary
School. As a result of his fine leadership and
commitment to excellence, Emblem has
earned both State and National recognition. In
1995, Emblem achieved the status as a Cali-
fornia Distinguished School. In 1996, the
school received recognition from the California
School Board Association by earning the
Golden Bell award for its highly regarded
TEAMS program. In 1997, Emblem Elemen-
tary School received the highest possible rec-
ognition by being named a National Blue Rib-
bon School. Under Mr. Caufield’s direction,
Emblem has continued to excel and uphold its
high academic standards.
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I want to commend Mr. Jay Caufield for his

selfless commitment to the students and to the
entire educational community. His distin-
guished career has been a shining example
for all.
f
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The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 4205) to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2001 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of Defense
and for military construction, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for fiscal year
2001, and for other purposes.

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Chairman, I
rise in opposition to the Defense Appropria-
tions bill for fiscal 2001. I believe that a strong
and effective defense system is vital to the fu-
ture of this country. I believe that we must do
all we can to identify potential threats in this
new post-Cold War environment and to pre-
pare for the possibility that these threats might
require a military response. But I question the
price that this bill is asking us to pay to
achieve these goals.

My concerns about this bill have to do with
priorities. By that, I mean I think the priorities
among the programs funded in the bill are
wrong. But, even more importantly, I think the
sheer size of the bill reflects an imbalance be-
tween military spending and other important
priorities.

First, the big picture: At $15.8 billion over
FY2000 appropriated levels, the President’s
budget request for defense programs in
FY2001 indicates the importance of defense
spending for this Administration. But—not con-
tent with a bill to meet the President’s request
for $60 billion in weapons procurement as well
as to fully fund missile defense and other
major weapons systems—the Republicans
want more.

The bill we will vote on today appropriates
$4 billion more than the budget request, and
$22.4 billion more than last year’s appro-
priated levels. Along with defense funds pro-
vided in the recently passed Military Construc-
tion Appropriations bill and funds expected to
be provided in the FY2001 Energy and Water
Appropriations bill, total defense appropria-
tions this year come to about $310 billion—
more than $4.5 billion over this year’s budget
request.

With this defense bill alone appropriating
more than half of the discretionary funds avail-
able to Congress, it is clear to me that some-
thing is wrong with our priorities. The Presi-
dent’s budget balanced increases in defense
with increases in funding for education, health
care, national parks, science, environmental
protection, and other non-defense programs.
What the Republicans have done is to in-
crease defense spending even more, all at the
expense of domestic programs that are so im-
portant to the citizen of this country.

Second, there are the bill’s own priorities:
Not only would this bill provide too much, but

it also would provide too much of the wrong
thing.

I can’t support funding F–22 production
when the Appropriations Committee’s own
Survey and Investigations staff reported that a
December 2000 date for beginning production
is premature, and when the GAO rec-
ommended that six, not ten, planes be built,
which could save as much as $828 million.

Nor can I support funding for national mis-
sile defense procurement until the technology
has been proven and until we’ve come to
some agreement with our allies as to how to
proceed. We must not view national missile
defense as a substitute for arms control ef-
forts. I believe Congress should primarily be
encouraging further reductions in global nu-
clear weapons, while examining the need for,
timing of, and feasibility of national missile de-
fense within a global arms-control context. I
don’t believe that we should be doing anything
more than examining these questions at this
time.

There are some good things about the bill.
For example, I’m pleased that the measure
provides a 3.7 percent pay increase for mili-
tary personnel, and that the bill includes im-
portant provisions to revamp the military
health care system, including restoring access
for all Medicare-eligible military retirees and
creating a plan to implement a permanent
health care program for military retirees over
65.

But Mr. Speaker, this bill does not provide
a balance between our domestic and inter-
national responsibilities. We may be more se-
cure than ever before, but I question whether
the country wouldn’t be better off if we were
to invest more in education, health care, and
the needs of our children. We must remember
that this nation’s strength comes not just from
military preparedness, but also from its citi-
zens. Adequate investments in them are just
as important as protection for them.
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Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Speaker, today I honor
retired Commander William Robert Anderson
for his service to his Country in both the mili-
tary and the House of representatives.

Commander Anderson distinguished himself
in combat and scientific accomplishment dur-
ing his long career in the submarine service.
During World War II, he completed a total of
11 submarine war patrols and earned a
Bronze Star for his assistance in the sinking of
17 cargo-carrying crafts and the rescue of a
downed aviator.

In May of 1953, Captain Anderson was
granted his first command, the submarine
U.S.S. Wahoo, and saw even more action dur-
ing the Korean War. Two years later he would
be chosen for another type of command, as
head of the Tactical Department at the U.S.
Submarine School in New London, Con-
necticut.

This would not be the end of his sea duty,
though. In fact, his most important command
and date with history was yet to come. It was
actually while Anderson was at the U.S. Sub-

marine School that the United States commis-
sioned its first nuclear submarine, the U.S.S.
Nautilus on January 17, 1955.

The potential of this new type of submarine
brought a need for more officers trained in nu-
clear operations. And so, Commander Ander-
son found himself being called into Rear-Ad-
miral H.G. Rickover’s office to interview for the
program in January of 1956.

He soon found himself recruiting and await-
ing a new command. During this time Rickover
asked Anderson to devise a method of study
for new officers entering the program. This
project eventually evolved into the core study
program for all nuclear submarine com-
manders.

It was on April 30, 1957, that Captain An-
derson was ordered to assume command of
the U.S.S. Nautilus. His classified mission was
to be ready to take his submarine and crew
under the Arctic polar ice cap whenever he re-
ceived the order.

Known as ‘‘Operation Sunshine’’ by the
Navy, this project would challenge both Cap-
tain Anderson’s leadership skills and his nau-
tical training.

No one had ever succeeded in finding a
northern sea passage before, and the lack of
information and charts on the pack ice, the in-
ability of normal navigational instruments to
operate so near to the magnetic North Pole
and other instrumentation problems had to be
sorted out and solved—all in the deepest of
secrecy.

With the summer of 1957 ending, the crew
of the Nautilus made its first attempt to tra-
verse the ice pack while submerged. Using
special ice detecting sonar, the Nautilus start-
ed maneuvering around the icebergs. It would
not succeed on this attempt or the next one in
June of 1958.

The same cannot be said for the third at-
tempt, and on August 3, 1958, Captain Ander-
son and the crew of the Nautilus finally
crossed under the North Pole. Upon return to
the United States, the entire crew was hon-
ored with a ticker tape parade in New York
City and Anderson was personally awarded
the Legion of Merit by President Eisenhower.

Commander Anderson’s career continued to
flourish—from his serving as an aide to the
Secretary of the Navy, Fred Korth, to his ap-
pointment as the Director of the National Serv-
ice Corps, which would be renamed the Peace
Corps in later years by President Kennedy.

In 1960, Anderson was even considered as
a possible gubernatorial candidate in Ten-
nessee, but he decided to fulfill his 20 year
commitment to the Navy. Upon retirement
from the Navy, Anderson was elected as the
Representative from the Sixth District of Ten-
nessee in 1965, and he continued to serve his
constituents for four successive terms in office
before retiring to Virginia.

I, for one, am proud of the accomplishments
of my fellow Tennessean, William Robert An-
derson. For his diligent and long-standing
service to this great Country and the State of
Tennessee, I would like to return the honor by
paying him this tribute to his great accomplish-
ments.

While Commander Anderson now resides in
the great state of Virginia, we Tennesseans
still choose to claim him as one of our native
sons.
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