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would make the distribution of funding more
equitable and would ensure that the bill ac-
complishes its environmental purposes.

(2) Water Resources and Development Act
(WRDA)/Everglades Restoration

We support the authorization of environ-
mentally friendly flood control and water
projects, particularly work to restore the
Everglades. Such projects are expected to be
included in the WRDA bill, which will be
drafted by the House Subcommittee on
Water Resources and Environment, chaired
by Congressman Boehlert. Boehlert is also
heading up an effort to increase funding for
water infrastructure by beefing up the state
revolving funds under the Clean Water Act.

(3) Environmentally Sound Electric
Deregulation

We support efforts to ensure that electric
deregulation benefits the environment. Done
properly, electric deregulation can improve
the environment while lowering utility
rates. But deregulation must include provi-
sions to limit emissions from coal plants and
to encourage the use of renewable sources of
energy. Congressmen Rick Lazio (R–N.Y.),
Jim Greenwood (R–Pa.) and Sherry Boehlert
are leading the effort to ensure that such
provisions are included in any legislation to
reduce limits on sulfur dioxide and nitrogen
oxides to prevent acid rain. Boehlert is also
pressing to control all four utility pollut-
ants.

(4) Credit for Voluntary Action (H.R. 2520)
We support Congressman Rick Lazio’s bill

to create credits for companies that are re-
ducing emissions of greenhouse gases. Cred-
its would encourage voluntary reductions in
greenhouse gas emissions and could be used
as part of any future regulatory regime.

(5) Beaches Environmental Assessment,
Clean Up and Health Act (H.R. 999)

We support legislation to ensure that our
coastal waters do not pose a health threat to
bathers, boaters and surfers. This bill, intro-
duced by Rep. Brian Bilbray (R–CA) and ap-
proved by the House, would require states to
update their water quality standards to pro-
tect human health in coastal recreation wa-
ters. The bill would provide grants to states
to implement the program.

(6) The Estuary Habitat Restoration
Partnership Act (H.R. 1775)

We support legislation introduced by Rep.
Wayne Gilchrest (R–Md.) that would restore
and protect our nation’s estuaries, which
harbor ecosystems that are vital to environ-
mental health and the fishing industry.
(7) The Long Island Sound Restoration Act

(H.R. 3313)
We support legislation, introduced by

Reps. Nancy Johnson (R–Conn.) and Rick
Lazio, which would authorize additional
funds to clean up the pollution in the Long
Island Sound, a critical estuary and one of
the nation’s most populous coastal areas.
The bill addresses the non-point source pol-
lution that may be causing the dramatic de-
creases in lobster and other shellfish popu-
lations in the Sound.

(8) Promoting cleaner, more efficient
transportation

We support efforts to promote fuel effi-
ciency and to reduce auto emissions. Con-
gressmen Boehlert and Jim Greenwood are
circulating a letter, urging the President to
work with the congress to tighten Corporate
Average Fuel Economy (CAFE) standards for
Sport Utility Vehicles (SUVs). In addition,
Congressman Brian Bilbray has a bill (H.R.
1976) requiring labeling on automobiles so
that consumers know the emission levels of
the cars they are purchasing.

(9) Promoting alternative-fueled vehicles
We support efforts to promote alternative-

fueled vehicles. As part of AIR–21, the Presi-

dent signed into a law a measure introduced
by Congressman Boehlert that will provide
grants for airports in non-attainment areas
to purchase clean vehicles, such as natural
gas and hybrid-electric buses. This builds on
alternative fuel vehicle programs that were
included in ‘‘TEA–21.’’ Boehlert also worked
with the U.S. Postal Service, Ford Motor Co.
and Baker Electromotive to engineer the
largest purchase of electric vehicles in his-
tory—up to 6,000 vehicles. Additional bills
are being drafted to help more municipali-
ties purchase clean vehicles.

(10) Superfund Reform/Brownfields
Redevelopment

We support broad Superfund reform that
will eliminate needless litigation that has
delayed the clean-up of Superfund sites and
prevented the redevelopment of brownfields.
Superfund must have a rational liability sys-
tem that exempts small businesses that con-
tributed little to Superfund sites and must
facilitate the redevelopment of brownfields,
which are a blight in so many of our cities.
One moderate approach to this bill is em-
bodied in Congressman Boehlert’s H.R. 1300,
the Recycle America’s Land Act, which has
support from a wide range of groups includ-
ing the National Association of Manufactur-
ers and the U.S. Conference of Mayors, and
the National Federation of Independent
Business.
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Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it gives me
great pleasure to pay tribute to an outstanding
citizen of Indiana’s First Congressional District,
Mr. Andrew Brennan. On Saturday, April 15,
2000, Mr. Brennan will be honored for his ex-
emplary and dedicated service to our commu-
nity. His praiseworthy efforts will be recog-
nized at the Trade Winds Gala 2000 banquet
at the Radisson Hotel at Star Plaza in
Merrillville, Indiana.

A longtime resident of Northwest Indiana,
Andrew Brennan has been an active member
of the TradeWinds Board of Directors for more
than 13 years. TradeWinds Rehabilitation
Center, Inc. is a private, not-for-profit entity
that provides services to children and adults
with disabilities and functional limitations to
enhance independence, productivity and com-
munity participation. In April of last year, the
TradeWinds Executive Board asked Mr. Bren-
nan to serve as its full-time Interm Executive
Director while they searched for a permanent
director. Mr. Brennan graciously accepted the
position.

Prior to volunteering his time at TradeWinds
as the Interim Executive Director, Mr. Brennan
owned and operated Viking Engineering Com-
pany with two plants in Northwest Indiana and
one in Chicago, Illinois. In July of 1998 he
sold two of the plants, but continued to work
for the new owner. Mr. Brennan’s expertise in
manufacturing and production as well as his
exceptional management and aggressive moti-
vational style has proven successful within the
TradeWinds organization. During the past
year, he has done a marvelous job in mending
strained relationships, opening lines of com-
munication, and organizing and running an ef-

ficient organization. To date, Mr. Brennan has
dedicated over 1,000 volunteer hours and has
provided continuity, leadership, diplomacy and
encouragement to staff, clients and the com-
munity.

While Mr. Brennan has dedicated consider-
able time and energy to this work, he has al-
ways made an extra effort to give to the com-
munity. Throughout the years, Brennan has
served in many different leadership positions
and has been very involved in several organi-
zations including: Hoosier Boys Town, St.
Margaret Merch Hospital, Hammond Chamber
of Commerce, the Northern Indiana Arts Asso-
ciation and the Boy Scouts.

Though Mr. Brennan is dedicated to his ca-
reer and community, he has never limited his
time and love for his family. He and his wife
Sarah, have three children: Sally, Susan and
Jeffrey, of whom they are immensely proud.

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you and my distin-
guished colleagues join me in congratulating
Mr. Andrew Brennan for his outstanding devo-
tion to Northwest Indiana. His dedicated serv-
ice is commendable and admirable. Indiana’s
First Congressional District is proud to count
such a committed and conscientious citizen,
Andrew Brennan, among its residents.
f

IN HONOR OF THE ROBINSON SEC-
ONDARY SCHOOL’S DECA CHAP-
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TORS (AED)
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Mr. DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, it gives
me great pleasure to rise and pay tribute to
the members of the Distributive Education
Clubs of America (DECA) Chapter at Robin-
son Secondary School in Fairfax, Virginia. The
three hundred forty-one members of the Rob-
inson DECA chapter have launched a dual
campaign to not only educate the public about
the benefits of Automatic External
Defibrillators (AED), but to also increase sup-
port in Congress for the lifesaving bill H.R.
2498, the Cardiac Arrest Survival Act.

Robinson’s DECA Chapter recognized that
a group of potential sudden cardiac arrest vic-
tims have been ignored by the public: teen-
agers. These energetic members sought to
rectify this situation by initiating a public rela-
tions campaign to raise general awareness
about the benefits of AED’s and to outfit high
schools with these valuable devices. In a
school as large as Robinson Secondary
School, with 5,000 teachers, students, admin-
istrators, and community members, the need
for an AED is particularly evident. In order to
acquire the first student-purchased AED in the
country, Robinson DECA held the Heart Start
Shopping Night and raised the needed $3,500.

In working with the American Heart Associa-
tion and a professional adult advisor com-
mittee, Robinson DECA realized that not every
state currently has legislation to provide Good
Samaritan protection for operators of the AED.
This motivated DECA to work in support of the
passage of H.R. 2495, the Cardiac Survival
Act. This important piece of legislation, of
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which I am proud to be a co-sponsor of, would
remove some of the barriers concerning the
placement of AED’s in public places by ex-
tending the Good Samaritan protection to AED
users. Their lobbying efforts included devel-
oping a slogan and logo, researching H.R.
2495 in order to write a research paper, per-
sonally lobbying all 435 House of Representa-
tive members and staff, staging a rally on the
steps of the United States Capitol, holding a
press conference, and designating and oper-
ating an internet home page.

As all members of Congress surely know by
now, once Robinson DECA rallies in support
of a cause, they will not rest until the job is
done. This was evident with their successful
work towards the signing of the Ricky Ray He-
mophilia Relief Fund Act and in their efforts to
promote organ and tissue donation among our
young people in America. Their current cam-
paign for H.R. 2495 is traveling down that
same road to success. Their dedicated, hard
work has led to a substantial increase in co-
sponsors and wide-spread support for the bill
in the House of Representatives. Furthermore,
their public educational campaign has enlight-
ened the public about AED’s and imple-
menting them to save someone in cardiac ar-
rest.

Mr. Speaker, everyday 1,000 Americans
suffer from sudden cardiac arrest, usually out-
side of a hospital setting. Unfortunately, more
than 95 percent of the victims die because
life-saving equipment is not readily available
or arrives too late. Therefore, the work of Rob-
inson’s DECA chapter is vitally needed, and I
applauded their enthusiasm and dedication in
helping others understand the great need for
AED’s.
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Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, today I rec-
ognize the Hoboken Little League for the 50
years it has provided young people with ac-
cess to one of America’s greatest athletic tra-
ditions. Baseball teaches responsibility, team-
work, sportsmanship, and nurtures self-es-
teem.

Fifty years ago, on April 15, 1950, the Little
League began its commitment to the young
people of Hoboken with four teams. This com-
mitment has grown to 12 teams, with 144
boys and girls between the ages of 9 and 12
currently participating in what has become one
of the finest youth organizations in the coun-
try.

Of historical importance: In 1972, Maria
Pepe, the first female to play Little League
Baseball, joined the Hoboken Little League.
Maria became the force behind the Supreme
Court’s 1974 ruling that gave women the right
to participate in any and all sports.

This great youth organization would not
have been possible without the dedication and
hard work of those who understand the posi-
tive impact sports have on the lives of our
young people. I would like to thank everyone
who has contributed to the growth and con-
tinuation of the Hoboken Little League, espe-

cially the following dedicated individuals: Tim
Calligy, James Farina, Charles Casalinos, An-
thony Cardino, Dominick Miele, and Mike
Turner.

I ask my colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating the Hoboken Little League on its 50th
anniversary.
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Thursday, April 13, 2000

Mr. WELLER. Mr. Speaker, today, I join my
colleagues, TOM DAVIS of Virginia, BILLY TAU-
ZIN of Louisiana and JENNIFER DUNN of Wash-
ington, in introducing the Computer Deprecia-
tion Reform Act of 2000 to allow businesses to
expense their computer equipment. Currently,
businesses must depreciate their computer
equipment over a 5-year period. I believe that
this 5-year depreciation lifetime for tax pur-
poses is clearly outdated. Many companies
today must update their computers as quickly
as every 14 months in order to stay current
technologically.

I believe it is time to update an outdated
Tax Code to reflect the realities of today’s
technology-based workplace. A 5-year depre-
ciation schedule for business computers is no
longer realistic.

The Computer Depreciation Reform Act al-
lows every company, from the neighborhood
real estate office, to the local hospital, to the
local bank to fully depreciate, or expense, their
computer equipment during the tax year in
which the equipment is purchased. As a re-
sult, these companies will no longer be forced
to keep their equipment ‘‘on the books’’ for tax
purposes long after its useful life has become
obsolete.

Mr. Speaker, I look forward to working with
my colleagues on both sides of the aisle, the
leadership, and Chairman ARCHER to update
the Tax Code to reflect the realities of today’s
technological workplace.
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Ms. MCCARTHY of Missouri. Mr. Speaker,
today I honor Robert J. Gillihan, president of
Teamsters Joint Council No. 56. Bob Gillihan
is a valued member of the Missouri-Kansas
community and a leading force in the fight for
workers’ rights.

Since an early age Bob Gillihan has dem-
onstrated his untiring service to his country,
his community, and his union. Joining the Ma-
rines in 1949, Bob honorably served our na-
tion in Korea. While in the service, Bob dis-
played not just the courage of his convictions,
but the persistence and determination nec-
essary to lead. His personal and professional
aspirations found ample expression in boxing’s
‘‘sweet science.’’ Between the ropes, Bob dis-
tinguished himself and his service, becoming
All Service Middleweight Champion.

Following his career in the military, Bob re-
turned to the Kansas City area and started

working in the construction industry. Joining
Teamsters Local 541, Bob began work on the
Kansas Turnpike. His outstanding work ethic
and determined nature earned Bob the re-
spect of another dedicated union man, vice
president of the Local, Red Ruark, who guided
Bob into the concrete industry, and in 1968
seized upon his leadership and elevated him
into the Local 541 office. Based on Red’s en-
dorsement and his own outstanding work,
President Curly Rogers hired Bob as a Busi-
ness Agent.

In his new role in the Union Leadership,
Bob became intimately involved in negotia-
tions to improve the working conditions for his
fellow men and women of the Local. Bob’s
tireless efforts on behalf of his colleagues led
to significant improvements in wages, health,
welfare, and pension benefits, and annual va-
cation time. In the course of his duties, Bob
has improved the quality of life, refined the
meaning of living, and cultivated a culture of
values under which we all live. Bob Gillihan
has spent his entire life on the front lines,
fighting for the interests of families that need
it most, and most deserve it.

In 1980, Bob followed his old friend, Red
Ruark, as vice president of Local 541, and
was elected president in 1990, a position he
holds today. Bob is also president of the
Greater Kansas City Building and Construction
Trades Council. A year later, Bob was elected
secretary-treasurer of Teamsters Joint Council
No. 56, a position he held until his appoint-
ment and subsequent election as the presi-
dent of Joint Council 56 in 1999.

In addition to his union duties, Bob has
worked throughout his career on issues of im-
portance to the community at large. Bob
served for 9 years on the Board of Directors
of Park Lane Hospital, currently serves as a
Commissioner for the Kansas City Area Trans-
portation Authority, and served as Trustee for
the Mo-Kan Teamsters Pension Health and
Welfare Trust Fund. A dedicated family man,
Bob and his lovely wife, Marlene have raised
eight children and are the proud grandparents
of many future leaders.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the constituents of
the 5th District of Missouri—on behalf of work-
ing families across America—I rise today to
salute Bob Gillihan. Thank you, Bob, for all
you have done, and all you continue to add to
our lives.
f

HONORING THE CROATIAN SONS
LODGE NUMBER 170 OF THE CRO-
ATIAN FRATERNAL UNION

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY
OF INDIANA
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Thursday, April 13, 2000

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is my dis-
tinct honor to congratulate the Croatian Sons
Lodge Number 170 of the Croatian Fraternal
Union on the festive occasion of its 93rd Anni-
versary and Golden Member banquet on Sun-
day, April 30, 2000.

This year, the Croatian Fraternal Union will
hold their gala event at the Croatian Center in
Merrillville, Indiana. Traditionally, the anniver-
sary celebration entails a formal recognition of
the Union’s Golden Members, those who have
achieved fifty years of membership. This
year’s honorees who have attained fifty years
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