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Lisa Brown, Lois Brown, Diane Buchner,
Nadenka Butko.

Penn Clissold, Mary Therese Collins, Karen
Conners, Jean Cooper, Dorine Cope, Betsy
Cunningham, Alice D’Amore, Rosie Deitrick,
Marilyn Demaree, Lou Ditro, Jean Dolan,
Chester Dombrowski, Helene Dombrowski,
Betty Dorwart, Elizabeth Dorwart, Margaret
Duell, Doug Dykhouse.

Mary Earley, Adrienne Ehle, Jean Everett,
Gerry Filemyr, Gertrude Flicker, Kathleen
Foglia, Dorothy Folk, Helen Fox, Susan
Fritz.

Lar Garman, Gail Geist, Steve Gendall,
Marion Gewartowski, Joyce Gobrecht,
Connie Graaf, Lorraine Gyauch, Mary Haas,
Jeanne Hagemes, Susan Hamill, David
Hankard, Lori Henninger, Jack Helt, Doro-
thy Hoffman, Jane Holland, Barbara Hydro.

Karen Jacob, Marymae Jansson, Ann
Karas, Pat Keinert, Barbara Kelly, Mary Lou
Kenney, Becky Korman, Gina Kramer, Sarah
Kutz, Shirley Lafaver, Roberta Lambert,
Helen Lamparella, Joan Laudenslager, Mar-
garet Liebl, Martha Lopez, Anne Lynch,
Wendy Lynn.

Ed Magocs, Jean Magocs, Kathryn Major,
Ken Mangano, Helen Maron, Yvette Mar-
tinez, Linette Martino, Joan May, Donnal
Mayotte, Suzanne McCready, Anne
McCullough, Tracey McGee, Susan McGrath,
Jean McNamara, Lettie Mearhoff, Kristy
Parks Mesh, Sue Micek, Rodney Miller,
Carolyn Momm, Joan Moran, Elsie Mory,
Valerie Moyer.

Ruth Nigro, Pat Pluchinsky, Angie
Pontician, Sylvia Prorok, Frederika Rhodes,
Nancy Rich, Elizabeth Rodriguez, Kim Roth,
Lillian Rozenburgh.

Laurette Sabolick, Jean Sauder, Carol
Saxman, Marion Schaffer, Ann Schuck, Mary
Sechler, Jan Seem, Eileen Serow, Elaine
Sheninger, Brenda Smith, Sherri Smith,
Brenda Stahley, Kathy Sterner, Justine
Stoudt, Arlan Strubeck.

Fran Tapper, Mary Thompson, Karen
Toole, Dorothy Tramontano, Beverly Van
Kuren, Jeaninne Wagner, Frank Walsh, Elea-
nor Wetherhold, Janet Whitehill, Ann Wil-
helm, Anne Yori, Rita Zanders, Susan Zern,
Bill Zoshak.

In memoriam—Michael McNamara and
Ethel Strubeck.
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SALUTE TO THE 1999 LOS ANGE-
LES POLICE RESERVE OFFICER
OF THE YEAR, SPECIALIST RE-
SERVE OFFICER ERICA DESMITH

HON. HOWARD P. ‘‘BUCK’’ McKEON
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 3, 2000

Mr. MCKEON. Mr. Speaker, today I salute
my constituent, a resident of North Hills, who
truly embodies the spirit of national service.

Erica DeSmith, who is assigned to the
LAPD Devonshire Area, was selected as the
Los Angeles Police Department’s Reserve Of-
ficer of the Year for 1999 at the annual Re-
serve Award’s Banquet on March 25th. As a
Specialist Reserve Police Officer, Erica
DeSmith volunteers her time to the Devon-
shire Area community-policing program four
days a week, seven hours a day, and has
amassed over 13,000 hours over the past 6
years.

Officer DeSmith is the mainstay of the com-
munity-policing program who takes calls from
community members who have problems
ranging from graffiti to noisy neighbors to
speeding on their streets. She handles the in-

quiries that do not need direct police re-
sponse, thus saving countless valuable hours
for police officers to focus on other duties and
responsibilities.

Officer DeSmith has established a solid rep-
utation with the sworn officers, civilian employ-
ees of Devonshire Area, and the community;
and is a person who can be relied on to get
the job done. Her commitment to the self-ex-
cellence, her leadership qualities, and her abil-
ity to motivate her fellow officers and all add
up to making her an outstanding public serv-
ant. Her tireless efforts and personal interest
have contributed significantly toward ensuring
the success of community based policing in
the Devonshire Area.

I ask my colleagues to join me in recog-
nizing the unbridled commitment and dedica-
tion of Los Angeles Police Specialist Reserve
Officer Erica DeSmith. I also recognize thou-
sands of her fellow officers, both sworn and
reserve, who give so much of themselves to
ensure the safety of our citizens and commu-
nity, many times at the expense of their own
families. Thank you for a job well done.
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2000 EMERGENCY SUPPLEMENTAL
APPROPRIATIONS ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. J.C. WATTS, JR.
OF OKLAHOMA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 29, 2000

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 3908) making
emergency supplemental appropriations for
the fiscal year ending September 30, 2000, and
for other purposes:

Mr. WATTS of Oklahoma. Mr. Chairman,
last night in my district in McClain County,
Oklahoma, a home was completely destroyed
in a methamphetamine lab explosion. The ex-
plosion was so intense the toxic waste dis-
posal team could not clean the area for sev-
eral hours. Every day in Oklahoma, families
are exposed to toxic fumes that are disbursed
in meth lab explosions. Earlier this month, in
Grove, Oklahoma, 26 people were rushed to
the emergency room as a result of another
meth lab explosion. The Oklahoma State Bu-
reau of Investigation estimates that there are
900 meth labs in Oklahoma, and thousands
upon thousands of these illegal meth labs
across the country.

The DEA, which funds the clean up of these
illegal meth labs, has already run out of funds
for this year.

Today, this body has the opportunity to help
the people of Oklahoma and thousands of
other communities across this country. Rep-
resentative HUTCHINSON’s amendment will use
existing Justice Department funds to supply
the Drug Enforcement Administration with 15
million dollars to clean up meth labs across
the nation.

I urge my colleagues to stand with Rep-
resentative HUTCHINSON and myself to provide
our communities with protection from these
dangerous illegal meth labs. Vote ‘‘yes’’ on the
Hutchinson amendment.

CONGRATULATING CHARLES AND
BERNICE COVELLI UPON THEIR
FIFTIETH WEDDING ANNIVER-
SARY

HON. DAVID D. PHELPS
OF ILLINOIS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 3, 2000

Mr. PHELPS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute and honor the fiftieth wedding anni-
versary of Charles and Bernice Covelli. They
were married fifty years ago last Friday, on
March 31, 1950 at the First Christian Church
in West Frankfort, Illinois. Charles and Bernice
Covelli were both born in West Frankfort, Illi-
nois, which is in my district, and still reside
there today. Charles was born to Steve and
Mary Covelli and Bernice was born Bernice
Stephens to Jack and Lydia Stephens. To-
gether they have one daughter named Debbie
Ricci, who is married to Tim Ricci. Debbie and
Tim gave Charlie and Bernice two wonderful
granddaughters named Chelcee and Lacee.

Charles was the self-employed owner and
operator of Covelli’s Steve’s Place and Italian
Restaurant in Royalton, Illinois for fifty years.
Charlie also served in the United States Army
and now is retired. Bernice was a employee of
the Illinois State Board of Education for thirty
years and is also now retired. In their retire-
ments, Charlie and Bernice both enjoy spend-
ing time with their grandchildren. Charlie, a
sports fan, also like attending sporting events
and Bernice enjoys reading and discussing
politics.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to take this oppor-
tunity to encourage all my colleagues in the
House of Representatives in wishing a happy
anniversary to Charles and Bernice Covelli. I
know that this is a very special time for the
Covellis, their family and friends, and I am
honored to have this opportunity to commemo-
rate their fiftieth wedding anniversary in the
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD.
f

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. SUE WILKINS MYRICK
OF NORTH CAROLINA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 3, 2000

Mrs. MYRICK. Mr. Speaker, on March 9, I
voted incorrectly on rollcall vote No. 45, the
final passage vote for H.R. 3846. My intention
was to vote ‘‘nay.’’
f

TRIBUTE TO MRS. DOROTHY
MIREE OF HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA

HON. ROBERT E. BUD CRAMER, JR.
OF ALABAMA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 3, 2000

Mr. CRAMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize the outstanding contributions of Mrs.
Dorothy (Dot) Miree to the Huntsville-Madison
County Chamber of Commerce. Every year
about this time. Mrs. Miree has made an ap-
pearance here in Washington with the annual
Chamber trip. This year will be her last trip as
she is retiring shortly. Over her twelve year
career with the Chamber, she has led hun-
dreds of Chamber members to Washington,
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D.C. and Montgomery for annual trips. She
has also planned and organized the Cham-
ber’s Washington and Alabama updates,
Armed Forces Celebrations, annual outings
and more than 100 other events. All of these
have been very professionally administered
with a careful eye for detail and a very person-
alized touch.

We have a very open and warm working re-
lationship with Mrs. Miree. Working together to
bridge the connection between the Tennessee
Valley and the federal government, we have
taken giant steps towards generating more
economic development in North Alabama. As
a resident of Huntsville since 1952 and a long
time member of First Presbyterian Church,
Mrs. Miree cares about her community and it
shows.

I want to offer my best wishes and con-
gratulations to Mrs. Miree and her family: her
husband Reggie, her three children, Lucia,
Marian and Trey and her three grandchildren,
Jessica, Brandon and Alexandra.

For her dedication, hard work and loyalty, I
feel that this is an appropriate honor. Over her
twelve year career, she has become a role
model for her work ethic and competence. On
behalf of the U.S. Congress, I pay homage to
Mrs. Miree and thank her for a job well done.
I wish her a well-deserved rest and I wish the
Chamber the best of luck in coping without
her.
f

2000 EMERGENCY SUPPLEMENTAL
APPROPRIATIONS ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. STENY H. HOYER
OF MARYLAND

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 29, 2000

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 3908) making
emergency supplemental appropriations for
the fiscal year ending September 30, 2000, and
for other purposes:

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chairman, in 1973, the Na-
tional Commission on Fire Prevention and
Control issued its ‘‘America Burining’’ report.
For the fire service this was a turning point in
its 350 year history and led to the creation of
the United States Fire Administration.

Today is another such turning point because
this afternoon we will see a renewed Federal
commitment to the fire service. I will get into
the details in a moment but first I would like
to thank a few of my colleagues for their lead-
ership.

First, is my good friend from Pennsylvania
CURT WELDON. As all of you know, Represent-
ative WELDON is the founder of the Fire Cau-
cus and has done more to advance the cause
of first responders than any other Member in
Congress.

Secondly, I would like to thank my friend
from New Jersey Representative BILL
PASCRELL. Congressman PASCRELL is the
sponsor of the FIRE Act, H.R. 1168. The FIRE
Act has energized the fire service and the
grant provisions to our first responders in-
cluded in the amendment today are largely de-
rived from his legislation.

Finally, are my Fire Caucus Co-chairs. Rep-
resentative ROB ANDREWS and Representative
SHERRY BOEHLERT, and Representatives NICK

SMITH who serves as Chairman of the Basic
Research Subcommittee of the Science Com-
mittee. All of them have worked very hard to
get us here today.

Mr. Chairman, as I said before this is a wa-
tershed moment for the fire service. The pro-
posed amendment does four very important
things for the fire service. First, it makes avail-
able $10 million for the Volunteer Fire Assist-
ance program. This program helps fire depart-
ments in rural and suburban areas prepare for
and fight wildfires.

The second component is $10 million for a
competitive grant program administered by
FEMA for burn prevention, research, and
treatment. This money will be used by groups
like Safe Kid, AARP, and NFPA to prevent
fires before they start.

Groups like the International Association of
Fire Fighters will be able to apply for the
money to augment their very successful burn
camp. Unlike other accident victims, burn sur-
vivors are often permanently disfigured and re-
quire extensive physical therapy, job re-train-
ing and counseling.

The fourth item is the $80 million that will be
made available to fire fighter health and safe-
ty. Sadly, every year roughly 100 fire fighters
are killed in the line of duty. This money will
be used to purchase turnout gear, commu-
nications equipment, promote fire fighter fit-
ness, increase training, and enforce the fire
codes.

Mr. Chairman, I want to urge all of my col-
leagues to support this amendment.
f

IN HONOR OF ABBY SNAY

HON. NANCY PELOSI
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 3, 2000

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, on Thursday,
April 6, 2000, Abby Snay will be honored at a
luncheon in San Francisco for her 25 years of
service to the Jewish Vocational and Career
Counseling Service (JVS).

Abby Snay first joined JVS in 1975 as a
part-time counselor for high school students.
In 1981, she became Assistant Director of
JVS and in 1984 assumed her current position
as the Executive Director. It is truly remark-
able that for more than two decades she has
remained with JVS benefitting that organiza-
tion and the larger San Francisco community
with her insight, wisdom, and hard work.

For twenty-five years, Abby has worked
closely with leaders of business and govern-
ment to provide employment-related services
for people with diverse backgrounds and from
diverse communities in San Francisco. She is
well known for her ability to develop innovative
partnerships with local educational institutions,
private companies and other community-based
organizations to train adults and youth and
place them into jobs. Abby has possessed the
ability to anticipate trends before they happen
and to reinvent JVS as the community’s needs
change. Her many accomplishments include:
rehabilitation programs for people with disabil-
ities, including two current programs for indi-
viduals living with HIV/AIDS; occupational
training programs in computer assisted draft-
ing and design, nursing and related medical
skills, computer literacy, and vocational
English as a second language (VESL); school

to work programs for students with disabilities;
and job search and placement programs for
welfare recipients and homeless men and
women.

Under Abby’s leadership, JVS has grown
from a small organization with four employees
and a $300,000 budget to an influential com-
munity-based organization with more than 70
full time employees and a budget of over $4
million. Abby was named the Jewish Commu-
nity Federation’s Professional of the Year in
1993, and since she became Executive Direc-
tor in 1984, JVS has received numerous
awards for its innovative programs.

Mr. Speaker, I join with Abby’s many friends
in San Francisco in celebrating her career.
She is a remarkable person and San Fran-
cisco has benefitted greatly from her contribu-
tions.
f

IN HONOR OF CELINE MARCUS ON
THE OCCASION OF HER NINE-
TIETH BIRTHDAY

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 3, 2000
Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Mr. Speaker,

I rise today to pay special tribute to Celine
Marcus. Mrs. Marcus is well known and broad-
ly respected as a leading advocate for tenants’
rights, seniors, and the poor. She is a role
model and an inspiration to countless resi-
dents in New York City. I ask my colleagues
to join me in celebrating Mrs. Marcus’s 90th
birthday by expressing our Nation’s deep ap-
preciation and gratitude for her life and work.

A civic activist for more than 30 years, Mrs.
Marcus has devoted herself to helping the
poor, the elderly, and the homeless in her
community on the Upper East Side of Manhat-
tan. As an advocate for tenant rights and rent
protections, Mrs. Marcus was a founder of the
Neighborhood for Shelter, the Stanley M.
Isaacs Neighborhood Center, and Interfaith
Neighbors.

Serving first as Associate and then as Exec-
utive Director of the Lenox Hill Neighborhood
House, Mrs. Marcus created such innovative
programs as the Lenox Hill Senior Center and
Project SCOPE, which provides home care
services for housebound older adults in the
community. As Executive Director, Mrs.
Marcus has thoroughly advanced the mission
of The Lenox Hill Neighborhood House, to
help those in need on Manhattan’s East Side
while improving the quality of life for all the in-
dividuals and families in its community.

In recognition of her leadership and great
commitment to those in need, the City Council
of New York has declared March 30, 2000,
‘‘Celine Marcus Day.’’ For more than 30 years,
Mrs. Marcus has devoted herself to the under-
served residents of her community. She cre-
ated numerous tenant and block associations
and organized neighbors to fight for fair hous-
ing protections. In her every endeavor Mrs.
Marcus has brought health and happiness to
others and touched the lives of countless New
Yorkers.

Mr. Speaker, I salute the life and work of
Celine Marcus, and I ask my fellow Members
of Congress to join me in recognizing her sig-
nificant contributions to the Lenox Hill commu-
nity, to the city of New York, and to our great
Nation.
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