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family: his wife, Bobbie Nail; his daughter,
Jackie Soltys; his son, Randy Ketchum; his
stepson, Dr. Roger Nail; his stepdaughter, Pa-
tricia Stokes; his brother, two grandchildren
and five step grandchildren.
f

TRIBUTE TO MR. AND MRS. PHIL
AND CHARLOTTE PETERSON

HON. CARRIE P. MEEK
OF FLORIDA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 23, 2000

Mrs. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, it is in-
deed a great privilege to pay tribute to Phil
and Charlotte Peterson, who will be feted by
hordes of friends and admirers this Sunday,
March 26, 2000, beginning at 6:30 p.m. at his-
toric Miami Shores Country Club. If there was
ever a dynamic duo that genuinely enhances
the good name and stellar reputation of a par-
ticular community, then Phil and Charlotte
would admirably fit that billing.

Phil Sheridan Peterson, Jr. was born in
Sturgeon Bay, WI and comes from a very dis-
tinguished lineage. Named after his grand-
father, the legendary General Philip Sheridan,
Phil faithfully upholds to this very day the tra-
dition of duty to country and honor to God that
buttressed the much-heralded exploits of his
granddad. Growing up during the Depression
era and losing his mother at the tender age of
three, Phil had to quickly become the steady
hand and exemplar to three other younger sib-
lings, a sister and two brothers.

His wife Charlotte, on the other hand, was
delicately schooled in the appreciation of
music and the arts. As fate would have it, she
met Phil when she was barely 12 years old,
while picking cherries to contribute to her fam-
ily’s sustenance at a Wisconsin orchard man-
aged by him. It was indeed love at first sight,
and as she is wont to say: ‘‘* * * from that
day on, I’ve been working for him ever since.’’

As World War II unleashed its fury, young
Phil, then a fresh high school graduate,
unhesitantly responded to his country’s call to
duty and joined the U.S. Navy. His tour of
service sent him to the Baltic Sea where he
soon braved numerous air raids, sea battles
and killer storms that wrecked havoc on his
fleet ships, tragically claiming the lives of
some 1,200 brave Americans. Having survived
the war’s harrowing ordeals. Phil Peterson re-
turned home a much-decorated hero and
thereby earned his rightful niche in the annals
of the greatest generation of Americans who
ever lived.

Upon his discharge from the U.S. Navy, Phil
went back to school to finish his education at
the University of Wisconsin where he became
an extraordinary feature on the school’s foot-
ball and wrestling team. During this time Char-
lotte was also at the end of getting her college
degree. Upon graduation from college, Phil
and Charlotte got married on December 27,
1947. Through this union they were blessed
with five wonderful children, who are now
themselves successful and productive adult
members of society.

While they managed to get back and tend to
the family Peterson orchard farm in Wisconsin,
their adventurous spirit soon propelled their re-
location in Florida’s Key West, finally settling
down in what was then called Miami’s model
community of ‘‘Liberty City.’’ Working as entre-

preneurs for the first Harley Davidson’s motor-
cycle franchise in South Florida, Phil and
Charlotte found time to immerse themselves in
key leadership positions helping several civic
organizations, such as the American Red
Cross, the Muscular Dystrophy Association,
Easter Seals, the Covenant House, Toys for
Underprivileged Children, St. Jude’s and
Miami Children’s Hospital, Shelters for Abused
Women, Miami Rescue Mission, Ronald
McDonald House, Paralyzed Veterans of
America, the Florida Motorcycles Dealers As-
sociation, the Knights of Columbus, St. Vin-
cent de Paul Society, and many local schools.

Phil & Charlotte Peterson truly epitomize the
preeminence of ordinary and decent folks who
have tried to do their level best toward contrib-
uting to the amelioration of their community
and the welfare of their fellow human beings.
Indeed, we have tremendously benefitted from
their unique brand of tireless commitment and
generosity.

In fact, Phil’s first-hand experience, thor-
ough knowledge and solid reputation at Harley
Davidson motivated him to address the varied
issues and complex problems surrounding
America’s burgeoning motorcycle business.
Accordingly, his compelling testimonies before
the U.S. Congress paved the way for shed-
ding light on the devious schemes of fast-buck
entrepreneurs who were illegally dumping for-
eign-made substandard motorcycles in the
American market. His expert observations
subsequently led to the adoption of important
pieces of initiatives that have now become our
nation’s laws in this area.

In their own quiet but dignified way, Phil &
Charlotte Peterson have been and continue to
be our community’s consummate activists.
They genuinely abide by the dictum that those
who have less in life, through no fault of their
own, deserve the help of community leaders
to help them get back up and lead normal,
productive lives. Friends and admirers are of-
tentimes touched by their unique sincerity and
selfless giving. The numerous accolades from
various organizations represent an unequivo-
cal testimony of the utmost respect and admi-
ration they both enjoy from our community.

Their word is their bond to those who have
dealt with them not only in their moments of
triumphal exuberance, but also in their quest
to help us transform our community into the
kind of a caring neighborhood where the
young and the old, the rich and the poor, the
mighty and the humble converge together to
hasten the emergence of the spirit and opti-
mism that nobly represent the true character
of America.

I am deeply honored to extend my best
wishes and utmost gratitude to Phil & Char-
lotte Peterson for what they have done to our
community. They truly exemplify a genuine
leadership whose courage and kindhearted-
ness appeal to our noblest character as a na-
tion.
f
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The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under

consideration the bill (H.R. 3822) to reduce,
suspend, or terminate any assistance under
the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 and the
Arms Export Control Act to each country de-
termined by the President to be engaged in
oil price fixing to the detriment of the
United States economy, and for other pur-
poses:

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Chairman, I am an original
cosponsor of the Oil Price Reduction Act. We
simply must take some common sense steps
to reduce the price of gas. In my district,
which normally has some of the highest gas
prices in the country, gas now costs over $2
per gallon. My constituents are hurting and
need help.

In its original form, H.R. 3822 would have
allowed the Administration to halt arms sales
to countries that are gouging American con-
sumers by raising oil prices. But the House
leadership has weakened the bill and now it
only counsels diplomacy.

I’m all for diplomacy and have encouraged
the Administration to forcefully engage all the
OPEC countries about this issue. But diplo-
macy has its limits. Simply put, this country
should seriously reexamine our policy of sell-
ing arms to countries that seek to gouge
American consumers and hurt our economy.

And to add insult to injury, these are some
of the same countries that American men and
women risked their lives for in the Persian
Gulf war. Today, thousands of dedicated sol-
diers, sailors, airmen and women continue
putting their lives on the line to keep Saddam
at bay and these countries safe.

I will vote for this bill, but we need to take
a much firmer stance with the OPEC nations.
For example, while the original bill would allow
the administration to restrict arms sales, I
might have gone further and required that arm
sales be halted. Amendments to that effect
won’t be allowed in today’s debate.

In addition, I am very disappointed that the
House is not going to be voting on other key
issues to address high gas prices.

I believe we should stop exporting Alaskan
oil to foreign countries and I have cospon-
sored legislation to do that. While our gas
prices have doubled over the last year, we
send 60,000 barrels of oil a day to Asia. If not
exported, this oil would go to the west coast.
We should be voting to halt those exports and
give American families the benefit of American
oil.

We should also consider proposals to swap
oil out of the Strategic Petroleum Reserve.
Making available oil from the SPR could offset
the shortages produced by the OPEC coun-
tries production cuts. This would weaken
OPEC’s ability to unilaterally raise our gas
prices.

Finally, we should be aggressively devel-
oping renewable energy sources and alter-
native fuels. This would reduce our reliance on
foreign fuels, while at the same time helping to
preserve our environment.

But we must also make sure we don’t do
certain things that would not lower the price of
gas, but would reduce safety on our roads and
threaten the Central Coast economy and envi-
ronment.

For example, some have advocated getting
rid of the 4.3 cents federal gas tax. That won’t
help consumers who have seen a gallon of
gas double in price. And it would cost Cali-
fornia alone over $1.7 billion over the next 2
years in funds to build and maintain our roads
and bridges. This funding has provided for the
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installation of call boxes on Highway 166 near
Santa Maria and will support the widening of
the dangerous Highway 46 near Paso Robles
in my district.

Others have advocated more oil drilling off
the California coast. This would be a huge
mistake—most of the oil there is for making
roads and tar, not gasoline. And new oil drill-
ing threatens to devastate the local economy
and environment.

Mr. Chairman, we need to take some seri-
ous steps to address high gas prices and I am
deeply disappointed that the House will only
be allowed to vote today on one, largely sym-
bolic gesture. The American people deserve a
lot more than that.
f
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Ms. SANCHEZ. Mr. Speaker, I proudly rec-
ognize a wonderful citizen and community
member from my Congressional District in
California. Alice Rumbaugh will be recognized
this weekend by the Sister City Association of
Garden Grove.

This is a local grassroots, citizen-directed
effort to promote international understanding
and build bridges between communities. The
association carries on a relationship with Gar-
den Grove’s sister city, Anyang, South Korea.
In a city that is home to so many Korean
Americans, the association is to be com-
mended for its work.

And it is clear why Alice Rumbaugh was
chosen for this honor. Alice is a master teach-
er who has proved her dedication to teaching
our children to appreciate Hispanic culture.
She was key to the establishment of the
Spanish culture program at Pacific High
School, a program that now travels throughout
the district.

Alice’s colleagues, and all our city students,
are fortunate to have the opportunity to take
advantage of these resources and of Ms.
Rumbaugh’s tireless work.

She is an award-winning educator, a master
educator who has never given up in her efforts
to inspire and empower her students. She is
also known for her work as a mentor and a
peer leader among her colleagues. Ms.
Rumbaugh has been honored repeatedly for
her innovation and excellence in her field.

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank Alice for her
work. I am proud to honor her in Congress
today.
f
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Mrs. MYRICK. Mr. Speaker, due to nec-
essary medical treatment, I was not present
for the following votes. If I had been present,
I would have voted as follows.

March 14, 2000—Rollcall vote 46, on the
motion to suspend the rules and pass H.R.
3699, designating the Joel T. Broyhill Post Of-
fice Building, I would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ Roll-

call vote 47, on the motion to suspend the
rules and pass H.R. 3701, designating the Jo-
seph L. Fisher Post Office, I would have voted
‘‘yea.’’

March 15, 2000—Rollcall vote 48 on agree-
ing to the Conference Report to H.R. 1000,
The Wendell H. Ford Aviation Investment and
Reform Act for the 21st Century, I would have
voted yea. Rollcall vote 49, on passage of
H.R. 3843, the Small Business Authorization
Act, I would have voted yea. Rollcall vote 50,
on the motion to instruct Conferees for H.R.
1501, the Juvenile Justice Reform Act, I would
have voted nay.

March 16, 2000—Rollcall vote 51, on agree-
ing to the Resolution, H. Res. 441, providing
for consideration of the Private Property
Rights Implementation Act of 2000, I would
have voted yea. Rollcall vote 52, on agreeing
to the Watt Amendment, I would have voted
nay. Rollcall vote 53, on agreeing to Boehlert
substitute amendment, I would have voted
nay. Rollcall vote 54, on the motion to recom-
mit with instructions, I would have voted nay.
Rollcall vote 55, on passage of H. 2372, the
Private Property Rights Implementation Act of
2000, I would have voted yea.
f
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Thursday, March 23, 2000

Mr. EHLERS. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pleasure that I rise today to honor the NCAA
Division III National Basketball Champion Cal-
vin College Knights from Grand Rapids, Michi-
gan. The Knights capped off their magical
season on March 18, by defeating a very
strong and talented Wisconsin-Eau Claire
squad in the championship game, 79–74. The
Knights finished their dream season with a
30–2 overall record enroute to the school’s
second national basketball title.

Under the tutelage of fourth-year Head
Coach Kevin VandeStreek and assistants Tim
VanDyke and Chris Fear, the Knights provided
excitement every time they hit the floor this
season. Not only did these young men provide
numerous memorable moments for the Calvin
faithful, they did so with a strong sense of
teamwork both on and off the floor.

Members of the 1999–2000 Calvin College
Knights include Kyle Smith, Bryan Foltice, Jon
Potvin, Aaron Winkle, Dave Bartels, Nate Bur-
gess, Nate Karsten, Tim Bruinsma, Jason
DeKuiper, Jeremy Veenstra, Brian Krosschell,
Nick Ploegstra, Jon VanderPlas, Derek
Kleinheksel, Josh Tubergen, and Rob Dykstra.

National championships are becoming the
norm at Calvin College. In addition to the
men’s basketball championship, the women’s
cross country team has captured national titles
the past two seasons. And if there were a
championship for fans, Calvin would also be in
the running for that title. Calvin College fans,
also known as the best fans anywhere, are
also to be commended for the tremendous
support they provide to the student-athletes
that represent Calvin College.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me
today in saluting these young men for their
fine conduct and stellar play throughout this

storybook season. Not only did they serve as
fine representatives for Calvin, they also
served as ambassadors for all of West Michi-
gan and for their league, the Michigan Inter-
collegiate Athletic Association. Congratulations
and best wishes to everyone associated with
the Calvin College Knights!
f

TURKEY REMAINS A STRATEGIC
U.S. ALLY
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Thursday, March 23, 2000

Mr. WEXLER. Mr. Speaker, President Clin-
ton’s trip to South Asia, home to one-fifth of
the world’s population and to two nuclear pow-
ers, reminds us of the volatility of the world
around us. It reminds us as well of our obliga-
tion, as the world’s remaining superpower and
as the world’s greatest exponent of democ-
racy, to seek a strengthening of the demo-
cratic principles wherever we are.

Over the years, we have forged a network
of allies who have shared this burden with us,
often at considerable human and economic
cost to themselves. Few of our allies have
been as important to us as Turkey.

During the Cold War era, Turkey guarded
NATO’s southern flank. For five decades, Tur-
key stood as a bulwark against the Soviet
Union’s southern expansion. Its soldiers stood
side by side with ours in Korea and its land
was utilized by our armed forces for bases.

During the Gulf War, Turkey was integral to
our strategy for blunting and then defeating
the aggression launched by Saddam Hussein.
Turkish bases were the launching pad for the
northern attacks and our large base at Incirlik
continues to offer protection for Iraqi opposi-
tion as part of Operation Northern Watch. Tur-
key’s alliance with us cost it $35 billion in fore-
gone trade and pipeline fees—a sum whose
equivalence in the U.S. context would be $900
billion.

Today, even as the Cold War is a decade
gone, Turkey remains one of our most stead-
fast and crucial allies. Their contributions to
the United States, and the policies we seek to
implement remain crucial to us. Let me offer
several examples:

Turkey is the only secular democracy in the
Islamic world. At a time when Islamic fun-
damentalism and its attendant anti-American
stance are on the rise, Turkey provides a
model for the co-existence of Islam and a plu-
ralistic society.

Turkey is central to the containment of Sad-
dam Hussein and ultimate removal of him
from office. There can be no successful anti-
Saddam strategy without the full involvement
and support to Turkey.

Turkey was the first Muslim nation to recog-
nize Israel and remains one of only a few
Muslim nations to establish full diplomatic rela-
tions with that nation. The two have forged
close military and political linkages that serve
as a means to help bring peace and security
to the Middle East.

Turkey will be home to new pipelines car-
rying oil and gas from the Caspian Basin to
U.S. and Western markets. Turkey is integral
to our long-term energy security.

Turkey is partnering with the United States
in an effort to provide economic and technical
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