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district, Dr. Karen Forys. The Washington As-
sociation of School Administrators recently se-
lected Dr. Forys, the Northshore School Dis-
trict Superintendent, as Washington State Su-
perintendent, 2000. The Northshore School
District is responsible for over 20,000 students
in King and Snohomish Counties, and is the
eighth largest school district in Washington
State.

Dr. Forys, in her sixth year at Northshore,
has served as superintendent in the Clover
Park and Riverview School Districts. She ob-
tained her Ph.D. at the University of Arizona
and conducted post-gratuate work at Columbia
University.

The support that Dr. Forys receives from the
teachers, parents, and board members is in-
deed inspiring. They all recognize Dr. Forys as
an educational leader in her unwavering com-
mitment to the students of Northshore. The
deep level of respect and admiration can be
seen in the Northshore School District’s nomi-
nation letter. They write:

. . . Clearly, Karen exemplifies excellence
in educational leadership . . . She is stead-
fast in providing varied learning opportuni-
ties, teaching styles and career choices for
our students. Karen Forys personifies our
District’s mission statement. She truly
seeks to strengthen our community through
excellence in education.

I am also proud that Dr. Forys was among
the first to champion High Tech Learning Cen-
ters (HTLCs) for every high school. Thanks to
Dr. Forys’ vision, HTLCs currently prepare
high school students for post-secondary edu-
cation in information technology and for ca-
reers in these fields. She clearly recognizes
that the students of today must receive a high
tech education in order to make them competi-
tive in the global economy of the 21st century.
This is particularly important for the 1st Con-
gressional District, home to many exciting and
innovative software, electronic, and biotech
companies.

I am proud to have school administrators
like Dr. Forys preparing our students for the
future, and I ask my colleagues to join me in
congratulating Dr. Forys as Washington State
Superintendent, 2000.

IN MEMORY OF THE HONORABLE
RUSSELL J. McFATRICH

HON. IKE SKELTON
OF MISSOURI

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, January 31, 2000

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, it is with deep
sadness that I inform the House of the death
of the Honorable Russell J. McFatrich of Se-
dalia, MO.

Russell McFatrich was born May 14, 1923,
near Bahner, MO, a son of James H. and
Cleo E. Rhodes McFatrich. He was an active
member of his community, generously sharing
many of his diverse interests and talents. In
1965–66, he and his wife received the State
and County Extension Farm Management
Award. Mr. McFatrich served as Pettis County
Commissioner for the Eastern District from
1975 to 1979. He was a board member of
many organizations, including the Salvation
Army, Production Credit Association, Mid-
America Dairymen, Farm and Home Adminis-
tration, the Children’s Therapy Center, Com-

munity Bank, and the County Extension Coun-
cil. He also was a member of Rotary and was
named Rotarian of the Year in 1994 and a
Paul Harris Fellow.

Russell McFatrich was a 4–H leader, a
State Fair Statesmen, and a member of Seda-
lia Knife and Fork. He also sang tenor beau-
tifully and was asked to sing at many wed-
dings, funerals, church services and commu-
nity events. He was a life-long United Meth-
odist Church member and attended the New
Bethel United Methodist Church.

I know the Members of the House will join
me in extending heartfelt condolences to his
family: his wife of 54 years, Helen Lucille
Franklin McFatrich; his son, Jerry; his two
daughters, Carolyn and Mitzi; his mother, his
brother and four sisters, seven grandchildren,
and five great-grandchildren.

2000 COLORADO BUSINESS HALL OF
FAME INDUCTEE, MR. GERALD
PHIPPS

HON. SCOTT McINNIS
OF COLORADO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, January 31, 2000
Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to

take this opportunity to recognize an inductee
for the 2000 Colorado Business Hall of Fame,
Mr. Gerald Phipps.

Jointly produced by the Denver Metro
Chamber of Commerce and Junior Achieve-
ment, the Colorado Business Hall of Fame
recognizes outstanding Colorado businesses
and civic leaders from the past and present,
publicizes the contributions of business lead-
ers to our community and promotes the impor-
tance and value of the private enterprise sys-
tem.

From their ownership of the Denver Broncos
to the innovation that has preserved the Win-
ter Park ski area, one cannot look at the his-
tory of Colorado and not find evidence of the
Phipps’ brothers outstanding accomplishments
and contributions.

Gerald Phipps was born on March 4, 1915,
in Denver, Colorado. For generations, the
Phipps family has been important to Colorado.
Lawrence Phipps, Sr. was a United States
Senator and his wife, Margaret Rogers
Phipps, was the founder and president of the
Denver Symphony.

When Congress declared war on Japan in
1941, Gerald joined the United States Navy.
After the war he returned to Colorado.
Gerald’s construction company, Gerald H.
Phipps, Inc., built the Boettcher Conservatory
at the Botanic Gardens, the business adminis-
tration building and general classroom building
at the University of Denver, and recently the
company has begun work on the new Denver
Bronco football stadium.

Gerald and his brother, Allan, purchased the
Denver Broncos franchise and turned ex-
penses into revenue. Their purchase was in-
strumental in keeping the Broncos in Colo-
rado.

They were also very active in the commu-
nity through civic organizations and boards.
Gerald was the first and only non-player mem-
ber of the Denver Broncos Ring of Fame,
president of Gerald H. Phipps, Inc., Colorado
College Board of Trustees, Diocese of Colo-
rado Board of Trustees and various hospital
projects throughout Colorado.

Sadly, Gerald passed away in August of
1993. Many people have been inspired by the
leadership of Gerald Phipps and even more
have respected him.

It is with this, Mr. Speaker, that I would like
to recognize an inductee of the 2000 Colorado
Business Hall of Fame, Mr. Gerald Phipps, a
truly great businessman and American.

NATIONAL BIOTECHNOLOGY
MONTH

HON. BRIAN P. BILBRAY
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, January 31, 2000

Mr. BILBRAY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize and celebrate the designation of
January as ‘‘National Biotechnology Month.’’

Today, Americans are living longer and
healthier lives, thanks in part to modern medi-
cine. Death rates from heart disease, cancer,
and stroke are going down, and hundreds of
new medicines are being developed to combat
diseases, including Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s,
and arthritis.

Biotechnology not only creates new medi-
cines and treatments, but it also improves the
livelihood of individuals and our community at
large. More than 212,000 Californians are em-
ployed due to biomedical research and devel-
opment, earning an average salary of
$64,000. They are developing products that
generate more than $4.2 billion in exports. In
San Diego, the University of California at San
Diego, Scripps Research Institute, and the
Salk Institute lend their expertise to and par-
ticipate in a biotechnology cluster of over
27,000 jobs. In addition, San Diego County is
privileged to have hundreds of small start-up
biotech companies producing innovative and
life-saving drugs, biologics and devices.

Mr. Speaker, as a follow-up to a CALBIO
Summit meeting in which Congressman BURR
and I participated this past fall, I followed up
with many of the biotechnology companies
that are members of BIOCOM, San Diego.
What I learned from these technology leaders
is that Congress must work to assist these
companies and enable them to produce these
life-saving drugs and devices, while not hin-
dering their growth and innovation.

For example, every company that I met with
expressed their frustration with the lack of sta-
bility in securing reimbursement from the
Health Care Financing Administration (HCFA).
Not only do these companies have to work
their way through the FDA approval process,
but after they toil for years and finally receive
FDA approval, they then have to begin an
often arduous fight with HCFA to receive ade-
quate reimbursement for their products. Mr.
Speaker, I have had companies in my district
dissolve because they have lost the battle with
HCFA, after receiving approval for their prod-
ucts from the FDA. We must address this seri-
ous issue and develop a solution to ensure
that these companies do not become finan-
cially insolvent as a result of bureaucratic
delay.

While this is a serious problem faced by the
biotech industry, we must also praise their
hard work and innovation, which improves all
of our lives and the community at large. I com-
mend the biotechnology industry and the
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many companies in California and San Diego
that are producing innovative and life-saving
drugs and devices. I urge my colleagues to
lend their support and appreciation to this cru-
cial and resourceful industry.

A TRIBUTE TO DEACONESS ROSA
A. JENNINGS, LIFELONG DIS-
TRICT OF COLUMBIA RESIDENT,
JANUARY 26, 1914–JANUARY 26,
2000

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, January 31, 2000

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, Deaconess
Rosa Jennings, affectionately referred to as
‘‘Rosie’’, was born in Freedman’s Hospital,
Washington, DC. She resided in the District of
Columbia until her husband’s death, in 1994.
Rosa Jennings was the daughter of the late
Wallace and Mary Toles. She committed her
life to Christ in her early teens and she had
been a member of the 12th Street Christian
Church for her entire adult life. She loved her
church and was willing to lend a helping hand.
She was very active in the flower club, and
the nursing unit. She also found time to sing
in the Senior Choir, and ultimately became a
faithful Deaconess.

Ms. Jennings was educated in the Wash-
ington, DC public school system, graduating
from M Street High (Dunbar High School). She
completed two years of higher education at
Minor Teacher’s College. She was a Federal
service employee for over 36 years, retiring as
a military personnel supervisor at the Pen-
tagon. She received several letters and certifi-
cates of commendation and appreciation, dur-
ing her Federal service.

Rosie was actively involved in volunteer
community organizations, within the Wash-
ington, DC area, following her retirement from
the Federal Government. As a longstanding
resident of Washington, DC, she served as a
volunteer worker at various voting poll loca-
tions, during every city-wide election. She
loved caramel popcorn and looked forward to
attending the Circus each year. She was a
very quiet person in nature, but her presence
was felt by all that knew her.

Peacefully, on Wednesday, January 26,
2000 (her birthday), she quietly obeyed God’s
call to enter his holy gates. She fought the
battle, keeping the faith, and now is resting in
peace. She was preceded in death by her
husband William Jennings, her three siblings,
Arthur Toles, Gladys King, Lois Akins, and a
loving daughter, Theresa Curtis and her hus-
band, Everett Curtis.

She leaves behind to mourn her loving
daughter Sylvia B. Miller, and her husband,
Vandy L. Miller; eight grandchildren—Kerwin
Miller, Karen Saunders, Karmen Miller, William
Jennings, Lois Williams, Joyce Middleton,
Michelle Curtis and Everett Curtis, Jr.; five
great grandchildren—Robyn Williams, Markia
Burch, LaShawn White, Phillip Brooks and
Vandy Brooks; a loving niece and nephew,
Rosa Lee and Monty Denny; three grandsons-
in-law—Russell Saunders, Gregory White and
Bobby Williams; five sisters-in-law-Carrie
Toles, Belle Jennings, Margaret Hargrove,
Hazel Williams, Gwen Anderson; and a host of
other relatives and friends.

CONTINUED SUPPORT FOR A FREE
TIBET

HON. LUIS V. GUTIERREZ
OF ILLINOIS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, January 31, 2000

Mr. GUTIERREZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to give my full support once again to the work
of Chicago civil and human rights leader Rev-
erend Ronald I. Schupp, who is embarking on
his fourth annual peaceful twenty-four hour
fast and vigil outside of the Chinese Consulate
in Chicago. Reverend Schupp is calling upon
the government of the People’s Republic of
China to grant independence to Tibet and its
people.

His vigil will be held on March 10, the day
that is known each year as Tibetan National
Day. This day recognizes the ongoing efforts
and continuing struggle of the Tibetan people
to gain their freedom.

The fourteenth Dalai Lama, who in 1989
won the Nobel Peace Prize for his continuing
efforts for a non-violent and peaceful solution
to end the occupation of Tibet, is still laboring
ceaselessly to accomplish this goal. I fully
support Reverend Schupp and the vigil he is
undertaking once again.

HONORING CHARLES H. GREEN

HON. SCOTT McINNIS
OF COLORADO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, January 31, 2000

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
take a moment to remember the life of a man
that will be missed by all those who knew him,
Charles H. Green who passed away while vis-
iting friends in Arkansas on November 24,
1999.

Mr. Green was born on September 29,
1933, in Kansas City, Missouri to Dorris Irwin
and Henry Green. He was raised in Chicago
and studied electrical engineering at DeVrey
Institute. Charles displayed loyalty to his coun-
try by serving in the United States Army for
two years.

Mr. Green relocated to Glenwood Springs in
1972. He was the owner of Summit Heating
and Sheet Metal, worked in real estate and
then established Air Maintenance Company.
Charles liked to travel across the country and
in Canada and Mexico. Charles loved boating,
hiking and was pursuing his lifelong dream of
learning to fly.

It is with this, Mr. Speaker, that I wish to re-
member Mr. Charles H. Green for being a lov-
ing and caring person that will be missed by
all those who knew him.

HONORING ERIN BREEZE

HON. MARK UDALL
OF COLORADO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, January 31, 2000

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor Erin Breeze, one of my con-
stituents from Nederland, Colorado who was
one of twelve Americans selected as an inau-
gural George J. Mitchell Scholar.

Erin was selected from more than 250 appli-
cants in a nationwide competition to pursue
one year of post-graduate study at a university
in Ireland or Northern Ireland. The scholarship
is named in honor of former Senator George
Mitchell’s contribution to the Northern Ireland
peace process and is awarded to individuals
who have shown academic distinction, com-
mitment to service and potential for leader-
ship. Indeed, Erin has rose to the occasion.
Erin will graduate in May with a degree in
International Affairs from the University of Col-
orado. She is a Dean’s Scholar, recipient of a
service learning scholarship and member of
numerous honor societies.

Erin spent a year as a volunteer for
AmeriCorps, where she completed 1800 hours
of service in the areas of education, environ-
ment, and public safety. While tutoring first
and second grade students in San Diego, CA,
Erin also assisted the school district in assess-
ing the needs and conditions of primary and
secondary schools. Additionally, after becom-
ing a certified wildland firefighter, she helped
develop a community education project with
the Flagstaff Fire Department in Flagstaff, AZ
and provided disaster relief to residents in
Lama, NM following a forest fire.

As an intern for the Youth Volunteer Corps
in Santa Rosa, CA, Erin designed an edu-
cational seminar to teach seventh grade stu-
dents about the subject of child labor. She
then led a group of students through the orga-
nization and completion of a school supplies
drive for their peers in the Philippines. Re-
cently, Erin returned from Geneva, Switzerland
where she was an intern at the International
Peace Bureau and The Hague Appeal for
Peace.

As a George J. Mitchell Scholar, Erin will be
enrolled at the University of Limerick for a
master’s degree in Peace and Development
Studies. Her long-term goal is to pursue a ca-
reer in which she can facilitate collaborative
approaches to peacebuilding.

Mr. Speaker, for the past year we have
heard so much about how our young people
are being led astray and turning to violence.
However, from my visits with young people in
my district, I have seen how they are showing
great promise for our nation’s future. Erin
Breeze is one of those promising individuals
who is making a difference both in her local
community and the global community. Be-
cause of her unswerving dedication and talent,
I have no doubt that Erin will be a future world
leader for peace.

NATIONAL BIOTECHNOLOGY
MONTH

HON. JAMES C. GREENWOOD
OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, January 31, 2000

Mr. GREENWOOD. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today on behalf of myself and Representative
CLIFF STEARNS to recognize January 2000 as
National Biotechnology Month.

It is fitting that in the first month of this new
year, at the start of a new century, we look to
biotechnology as our greatest hope for the fu-
ture.

Mapping the human genome, for example,
is ahead of schedule and nearly complete.
That achievement, begun 10 years ago, will
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