March 9, 2000

Housing Administration (FHA) single family
Mutual Mortgage Insurance Fund (MMIF) in
low down payment mortgages, to help local-
ittes with the recruitment and retention of
qualified K-12 teachers, policemen and fire-
men, and to make it easier for these public
servants to buy a home. This bill is supported
by the National Education Association, the
American Federation of Teachers, the Amer-
ican Association of School Administrators, and
the Fraternal Order of Police.

Specifically, the HOUSE Act authorizes 1%
down FHA mortgage loans for qualified teach-
ers, policemen, and firemen, and defers the
2.25% up-front FHA premium normally
charged for such loans until the loan is repaid.
The effect of this is dramatic. A typical bor-
rower buying a $130,000 home would see
their down payment reduced by $5,000, from
$6,300 to $1,300.

In addition, the bill provides an incentive for
continued service as a teacher, policeman, or
fireman, by waiving 20% of the deferred FHA
premium for each year that a borrower con-
tinues to live and work in the school district or
local jurisdiction that employs them. Thus,
after five years, the FHA premium would not
only be deferred, it would be waived alto-
gether.

To qualify, a teacher must be a full time K—
12 teacher, buying a home within the school
district in which that teacher is employed, or a
policeman or fireman who is buying a home in
the jurisdiction that employs them.

The FHA single family MMIF mortgage fund
is strong. This week, FHA released audited fi-
nancial results for fiscal year 1999, which
showed a $5 billion increase in the fund's cap-
ital from the previous year. FHA's capital level
of over $16 billion is substantially in excess of
Congressionally required capital standards.
The HOUSE bill proposes to use a very small
portion of these profits to help public servants
who teach our children and who police our
streets to buy a home in the community in
which they serve. | urge its adoption.

HONORING THE POLICE OFFICERS
OF THE 114TH PRECINCT, NEW
YORK CITY

HON. JOSEPH CROWLEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 9, 2000

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, too often our
news headlines are filled with bad news, while
good stories and honorable people are over-
looked. That is why today. | rise to pay tribute
to some heroes who put their lives on the line
to save then people, including two young chil-
dren.

In the cold, early morning hours of January
26, 2000, Anti-crime unit Officers Daniel Lewis
and Steve Zanetis of the 114th Precinct of the
New York City Policy Department responded
to a burglar alarm. Instead of a crime scene,
they smelled smoke and heard the cries of
people trapped in the upper floor apartments.

Close behind the two anti-crime officers,
Sergeants Andre Allen and Gary Placco ar-
rived with other officers from the 114th to as-
sist in a rescue. Amidst smoke and flames,
the officers proceeded to locate and rescue 10
children, women and men trapped in the
apartments.
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Other 114th Precinct personnel on the
scene were: Captain Ordonex, Officers Adam
Schneider, John Pranzo, Jeffrey McRae, Greg
Fraccalvieri, Joseph Reznick, James Kostaris,
Greg Link, John Seymour, Kenneth Marchello,
Sue Lentini, Frank Caruso, Wayne Kendall,
and Terrence Floyd.

Thanks to the quick thinking and actions of
these brave officers of the 114th Precinct, all
residents survived. Three officers suffered
minor injuries and were treated, then released
from area hospitals.

Mr. Speaker | recently had an opportunity to
meet these courageous officers who went
above and beyond the call of duty, and to
issue each of them Congressional Citations.
Now | ask you to please join me in com-
mending these intrepid police officers.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. JUANITA MILLENDER-McDONALD

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 9, 2000

Ms. MILLENDER-McDONALD Mr. Speaker,
on Tuesday, February 29, 2000 and Wednes-
day, March 1, 2000 | was unable to vote due
to an illness. Had | been present | would have
voted “yea” on rollcall vote number 26, S.
613, “yea” on rollcall vote number 27, H.R. 5,
and “yea” on rollcall vote number 28, H.R.
1883.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 9, 2000

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Mr. Speaker, due to
an unavoidable scheduling conflict in my Con-
gressional District on Wednesday March 8, |
was not present for rollcall votes 29-33. Had
| been present, | would have voted “yea” on
all five votes.

THE KUNO RADIO STATION

HON. SOLOMON P. ORTIZ

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 9, 2000

Mr. ORTIZ. Mr. Speaker, | ask my col-
leagues to join me today | commending the
pioneering Spanish-language radio station in
Corpus Christi, Texas, KUNO Radio Station
on their 50th anniversary. KUNO Radio has
long been a force in my hometown of
Robstown and my adopted home of Corpus
Christi.

KUNO, which first went on the air in May of
1950, has been the political and cultural cen-
ter of the Hispanic community of South Texas.
KUNO was the first radio station in South
Texas, and the second in the nation, to offer
public affairs, talk radio and editorial program-
ming in Spanish. KUNO takes a democratic
approach to talk radio: whoever shows up to
comment on programming gets air time.

On that note, let me offer a special tribute
to Victor Lara Ortegon, one of the great radio
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personalities of South Texas who essentially
grew up with KUNO. victor joined the station
in 1953, and he is the one who instituted the
wildly popular public affairs show,
“Comentarios.” If you are a political candidate
in South Texas, you go to “Comentarios” or
you lose.

One of the early and great contributions to
modern music by KUNO was the access and
exposure they gave Tejano music and musi-
cians. KUNO is recognized as one of the
venues that launched a thousand Tejano tal-
ents, including the late, great Selena, who
grew up in Corpus Christi. The Tejano genre
grew up in South Texas, fortified by KUNO
and other stations that followed their lead,
launching Tejano as a strong, multi-million-
dollar international industry.

KUNO has been a news leader in South
Texas; they are often the first news organiza-
tion to announce election results. Their tireless
dedication to news and information is leg-
endary. In 1970, Hurricane Celia knocked all
local programming off the air. KUNO was the
first radio station back on the air, thanks to an
affiliate’s generosity with a generator and
emergency antenna.

Through the years, KUNO has provided for
the culture of South Texas by holding large,
outdoor concerts, bringing music to the people
directly. They have provided for the political
sensibilities of South Texas by providing a
forum for political debates and treating us all
to the best election and candidate coverage
available. They have been a part of the jour-
ney of the local, state and federal govern-
ments in the last half of the 20th Century.

| ask that my colleagues join me today in
recognizing the contributions made by KUNO
to the social and political lives of South Texas.

INVESTING IN OUR COMMUNITIES

HON. DAVID E. BONIOR

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 9, 2000

Mr. BONIOR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
commend Comcast Cablevision, for investing
in our future. In Macomb County, Michigan,
Comcast has offered free high speed Internet
service to schools and libraries. More than
seventy schools are already using this service
and more schools are being wired each week.

While many Americans are prospering, it is
important that we do all we can to ensure that
everyone has the same opportunity to learn
and excel in this digital age. It is crucial that
all students have access in school to the latest
technology and training so that when our chil-
dren enter the workforce they are fully pre-
pared to meet the challenges of the future.

Since passage of the Telecommunications
Act of 1996, telecommunications companies
have had a great incentive to invest in our
communities and improve service to con-
sumers. Comcast and many other tele-
communications companies are beginning to
offer more advanced services and lower prices
for consumers and | applaud their efforts and
the progress we have made since passage of
the 1996 Act.
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HONORING THE LATE DONALD C.
DONALDSON

HON. RALPH M. HALL

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 9, 2000

Mr. HALL of Texas. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today in tribute to Donald C. Donaldson, a
man who dedicated more than thirty-five years
of his life to federal service, who died on De-
cember, 12, 1999.

Mr. Donaldson was born on May 27, 1922,
in Akron, Ohio. He lived through the Great De-
pression and went on to attend Akron Univer-
sity, where he enrolled in the ROTC program.
The following year, in August of 1941, he en-
listed as an Aviation Cadet in the Navy Re-
serve V-5 program. He was enlisted in the
Naval Cadet Program at NACSB in Detroit. He
went through flight preparation schools and
graduated from Naval Air Training Command
in Pensacola, FL, in 1944. This period in Mr.
Donaldson’s life was signified by his realiza-
tion of his life’s passion, which was to fly air-
planes.

Mr. Donaldson subsequently accepted a
commission in the United States Marine Corps
as 2nd Lt. and took his oath of office on May
13, 1944. At this time he also received his
Civil Aeronautics Administration Certificate for
single engine aircraft. He served in the Pacific
Theater of World War I, and at the end of the
war, he was stationed in Okinawa. Afterwards,
he returned to a reserve squadron in Akron.

2nd Lt. Donaldson worked tirelessly to be-
come qualified on an astounding number of
airplanes. He was certified to fly more than
forty different aircraft at the end of his life, with
the F4U Corsair being his favorite. 2nd Lt.
Donaldson continued to improve his aviation
skills and knowledge by attending numerous
flight schools. He attended the Naval Justice
Program at the U.S. Naval Academy. In Janu-
ary of 1951, he was promoted to the rank of
Captain, and he was subsequently transferred
to Carrier Air Group, Fleet Marines Fleet Pa-
cific, Marine Corps Air Station El Toro. At-
tached to VMF(N)-513, Captain Donaldson
flew over thirty-three missions against the sup-
ply routes of North Korea and was awarded
the Air Medal at the forward airbase of 1st
Marine Air Wing. In May of 1955, Cap. Don-
aldson was presented with permanent cita-
tions and Gold Stars for his service.

On June 30, 1956, Cap. Donaldson re-
signed his commission and was given his
Honorable Discharge. Upon his departure from
the USMC, Cap. Donaldson was a highly
decorated officer. He had been presented with
the Distinguished Flying Cross, Air Medal,
PUCW 1*, American Defense, WWII Victory
Medal, Asiatic Pacific 1*, Korean Service Rib-
bon 1*, UN Ribbon, National Defense Service
Medal, Presidential Unit Citation with 1%
American Campaign Medal, Asiatic Pacific
Campaign, Korean Service Medal w2*, UN
Service Medal, Korean PUC, and the Orga-
nized Res. Medal.

After the military, Cap. Donaldson continued
to pursue his passion for aviation by accepting
a job with the Goodyear Aircraft Corporation,
where he continued to gain certifications on
numerous aircraft. He then left Goodyear to
accept a position with the National Aviation
Facilities Experimental Center in Atlantic City,
NJ, as an experimental systems pilot. He par-
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ticipated in the “Runaway Jetliner” experiment
as well as being involved in the development
and modernization of the national system of
navigation and traffic control facilities. He test-
ed the Doppler radar which is now widely
used in airports. In 1967, he was transferred
to Dallas, where he became an Air Carrier In-
spector with the Air Carrier District Office. He
would later become a supervisor. Upon his re-
tirement in 1986, he was recognized as the
pilot qualified to fly the most airplanes as First
seat.

He is survived by his wife of forty-nine
years, Darlene Donaldson; his four sons
James, Richard, Robert, and David; four
granddaughters; and one grandson. Captain
Donaldson dedicated his entire life to his fam-
ily and country, all the while pursuing his life’s
calling aviation. So, Mr. Speaker, as we ad-
journ today, let us do so in the memory of
Donald C. Donaldson and his many contribu-
tions to his family, aviation, air safety, and the
people of America.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. JUANITA MILLENDER-McDONALD

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 9, 2000

Mr. MILLENDER-MCDONALD. Mr. Speaker,
on Wednesday March 8, 2000, | was in my
district attending to district business therefore
missing roll call votes 29 through 33. Had |
been present | would have voted “yea” on
these roll call votes.

HONORING THE 111TH ENGINEER

BATTALION  FROM  ABILENE,
TEXAS
HON. CHARLES W. STENHOLM
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, March 9, 2000

Mr. STENHOLM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the 111th Engineer Battalion,
based in Abilene, Texas. This group of sol-
diers has been mobilized to serve our Nation
in Bosnia to enforce provisions of the Dayton
Peace Accords.

| include for the RECORD a copy of a resolu-
tion that | offered the Battalion as they pre-
pared to leave for Bosnia. | know all of my col-
leagues would join me in wishing these men
and women our best wishes and hopes for a
successful mission and a safe return home to
their families.

RESOLUTION

Whereas, The 111th Engineer Battalion has
been mobilized to serve our nation in Bosnia;
and

Whereas, Their mission will serve to en-
force the provisions of the Dayton Peace Ac-
cords, as well as, to serve as representatives
of the United States to many citizens
abroad; and

Whereas, The soldiers who serve in the
111th Engineer Battalion, based in Abilene,
Texas, represent communities from across
the Big Country and this Nation with great
pride and distinction; and

Whereas, Not only have these brave indi-
viduals made tremendous sacrifices to serve
their nation, but so have their families and
employers; and
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Whereas, We understand the growing un-
rest in our world today and the importance
our military plays in the world scene, be it

Resolved, That I, Charles W. Stenholm, as
Congressman for the 17th District of Texas,
do officially recognize and extend my best
wishes to the 111th Engineer Battalion, their
successful mission, and their safe return
home, and present this flag flown over the
United States Capitol as a symbol of my
pride in these distinguished military per-
sonnel.

CHARLES W. STENHOLM,
Member of Congress.

THE 75TH ANNIVERSARY OF KGO
RADIO

HON. NANCY PELOSI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 9, 2000

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the 75th anniversary of KGO Radio,
a renowned San Fransciso media institution.

| commend KGO for taking its commitment
to our Bay Area Community seriously, both on
and off the air.

KGO’s news team and talk show hosts a
trusted source of local information and com-
mentary. The station has an outstanding
record in giving back to the community. Per-
haps that's why KGO has been Northern Cali-
fornia’s most listened to station for more than
2 years.

In addition to its seven hours of comprehen-
sive news programming, KGO’s programming
menu also includes extensive local public af-
fairs talk shows that provide the area with in-
valuable community forums.

But | am most pleased by enormous, dec-
ades-long commitment that KGO has made to
its community off the air—efforts that have
gone far beyond lip service to have a positive
impact on the Bay Area. In 1999 alone, it
sponsored and promoted more than 50 com-
munity events. For these events, KGO aired
more than 1,800 promotional announcements,
worth more than $1,000,000. And, during the
same period, it ran more than 3,500 public
service announcements worth more than
$800,000. Finally, KGO-sponsored community
service efforts raised $1,950,000 for charitable
causes.

Mr. Speaker, let us join in congratulating
KGO on its 75th anniversary of serving the
Bay Area Community. There is much here to
celebrate—whether for the KGO Radio’s
award-winning news team or its efforts to sup-
port its local community; whether for its work
in providing important on-air community fo-
rums or its willingness to promote local efforts
from coastal cleanups to cultural diversity.

ALTERNATIVE EDUCATION FOR
SAFE SCHOOLS AND SAFE COM-
MUNITIES ACT OF 2000

HON. DALE E. KILDEE

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, March 9, 2000
Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, today | am intro-

ducing the Alternative Education for Safe
Schools and Safe Communities Act of 2000.
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