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similar in appearance. To compound matters
even further, there is a third Member, TOM
EWING of Illinois—and TOM is also retiring this
year—who is said to share our resemblance.
Well, I can’t say for certain which of the three
of us gets the better end of that comparison,
but I do know that I wouldn’t mind being con-
fused for BILL BARRETT when it comes to this
enthusiasm for smaller, more efficient govern-
ment. Since helping to bring a Republican ma-
jority to Congress in 1994, BILL BARRETT has
been a steadfast voice in bringing fiscal re-
sponsibility back to the federal budget proc-
ess. His efforts to ensure a balanced budget
and to restrain federal spending over the past
ten years have been instrumental in bringing
about the budget surplus that we enjoy today.
That is something that BILL can be very proud
of during this retirement years.

I’ve known BILL and Elsie since I was first
elected to this House in 1992. BILL quickly be-
came a trusted friend, one who could always
be counted on to provide clear and useful in-
formation, wise insight, and good, solid coun-
sel. To a freshman Member of Congress in
1992, BILL’s friendship and wisdom meant a
great deal to me. It still does. I place the high-
est value on that friendship.

I wish BILL and his family heartfelt congratu-
lations on his retirement and I thank him for
his many years of public service to America.
f

TRIBUTE TO THE HONORABLE
SIDNEY R. YATES

HON. OWEN B. PICKETT
OF VIRGINIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 3, 2000

Mr. PICKETT. Mr. Speaker, it is with sad-
ness and a sense of loss that we ponder the
passing of a truly great public servant, Sidney
Yates. I had the pleasure of working with Sid
during my entire career in the U.S. House of
Representatives. During that time, I came to
know him as a tireless servant to the people
of the Ninth Congressional District of Illinois
and the nation as a whole.

Sid served with distinction in the House of
Representatives for 24 terms. During his ten-
ure, he was a constant champion of the arts
and, as Chairman of the House Interior Appro-
priations Subcommittee, an unswerving advo-
cate for the conservation of our public lands.
To many of his colleagues, however, Sid was
an inspiring example of dedication, character
and integrity. He has been and will continue to
be missed in the halls he walked in for so
many years.
f

TRIBUTE TO LINCOLN S. TAMRAZ

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 3, 2000

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor a distinguished American who has been
honored with the AMVETS Silver Helmet
Americanism Award, Lincoln S. Tamraz.

Lincoln S. Tamraz has been an active mem-
ber of AMVETS for over 50 years. He has
held numerous leadership positions, including
being elected national commander of

AMVETS. He worked successfully to establish
the Assyrian American AMVETS Post No. 5.
Mr. Tamraz is serving his second term as na-
tional president of the Past Association of Na-
tional Commanders.

In addition to his extraordinary leadership of
AMVETS, Mr. Tamraz has also dedicated him-
self to spreading the ideals of the American
flag. He has been an active member of the
AMVETS Flag Day committee where he has
assisted with the establishment of the Avenue
of Flags, which places flags on the graves of
veterans in Illinois cemeteries. He has also
tirelessly worked to ensure that Chicago public
schools receive an American flag each year.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me
in paying tribute to Lincoln S. Tamraz and his
superb leadership and patriotism of over half
a century. I am exceedingly proud to know
him and honor him for making our country a
better place for all.
f

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. BOB ETHERIDGE
OF NORTH CAROLINA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 3, 2000

Mr. ETHERIDGE. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall
No. 592, H.J. Res. 123, the 13th Continuing
Appropriations Resolution, had I been present,
I would have voted ‘‘yea.’’
f

MINORITY HEALTH AND HEALTH
DISPARITIES RESEARCH AND
EDUCATION ACT OF 2000

SPEECH OF

HON. J.C. WATTS, JR.
OF OKLAHOMA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 1, 2000

Mr. WATTS of Oklahoma. Mr. Speaker, I
would like to begin by thanking my House col-
leagues JOHN LEWIS, BENNIE THOMPSON,
CHARLIE NORWOOD, and JESSE JACKSON, Jr.
who are champions in this important effort to
address the issue of minority health dispari-
ties. This is a matter of deep concern to not
only African-Americans, but also to Hispanic-
Americans, Native-Americans, and other mi-
norities who are clearly underserved by the
American health care system.

Despite continuing advances in research
and medicine, disparities in American health
care are a growing problem. This is evidenced
by the fact that minority Americans lag behind
in nearly every single measure of health qual-
ity. Those measures include life expectancy,
health care coverage, access to care, and dis-
ease rates. Ethnic minorities and individuals in
medically underserved rural communities con-
tinue to suffer disproportionately from many
diseases such as cancer, diabetes, and car-
diovascular diseases. There have been nu-
merous studies in scientific journals showing
the severity of racial and ethnic health dispari-
ties and the need for action in order to remedy
this grave problem.

For these and countless other reasons, it is
time for the Nation to focus on this problem
and to work to bring fairness to our minority
citizens in the Nation’s public and private
health care systems. There is no better place

to start this effort than the focal point for Fed-
eral health research, the renowned and highly
respected National Institutes of Health.

Since 1996, Congress has increased fund-
ing for basic medical research at NIH from
$12 billion to over $18 billion—over a 50 per-
cent increase. These funds support 50,000
scientists working at 2,000 institutions across
the United States. I have been proud to sup-
port these increases, but I think it is now time
that we target some portion of those funds on
the Nation’s most acute health problems
among our minority citizens—and I might add,
minority taxpayers.

Let me say that I am delighted to be a co-
sponsor of H.R. 3250. Among other provi-
sions, this legislation will elevate the existing
office of Research on Minority Health at NIH
to a National Center for Research on Minority
Health. This upgrade to the level of National
Center would in itself underscore the impor-
tance of this work, and along with expanded
research and education, improved data sys-
tems and strengthened public awareness, we
will be taking a great leap forward in address-
ing this critical national problem.

The Minority Health and Health Disparities
Research and Education Act will increase our
knowledge of the nature and causes of health
disparities, improve the quality and outcomes
of health care services for minority popu-
lations, and aid in bringing us closer to our
mutual goal of closing the long-standing gap in
health care.

I am deeply committed to this legislation,
and I urge you to support my colleagues and
me in our effort to rectify this inequality in
health care.
f

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. RUBE
´
N HINOJOSA

OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 3, 2000

Mr. HINOJOSA. Mr. Speaker, on November
1, I missed several votes. Had I been here I
would have voted as follows: Roll No. 588,
that when the House adjourns today, it ad-
journ to meet at 6 p.m. on Thursday, Novem-
ber 2—‘‘no’’; Roll No. 589 to agree to H. Con.
Res. 397, Violation of Human Rights in Cen-
tral Asia—‘‘yea’’; Roll No. 590, Holt Motion to
Instruct—‘‘yea’’; Roll No. 591, Wu Motion to
Instruct—‘‘yea’’.
f

THE WESTFIELD SHOPPINGTOWNS
IN MARYLAND

HON. CONSTANCE A. MORELLA
OF MARYLAND

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 3, 2000

Mrs. MORELLA. Mr. Speaker, for the third
year in a row, the Westfield Shoppingtowns in
Maryland have been fulfilling dreams in their
local communities.

Westfield Works Wonders is a fundraising
event that has helped over 125 Maryland non-
profits raise funds for their organizations. Tra-
ditionally held on the Sunday before Thanks-
giving, tickets to the event are sold by local
charities for an exclusive evening of shopping
and festivities. One hundred percent of the
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ticket proceeds benefit the participating char-
ities.

This year Westfield Works Wonders will be
held on Sunday, November 19th from 6:30 to
9:30 p.m. at Westfield Shoppingtowns Mont-
gomery Mall, Wheaton, and Annapolis. Last
year over $160,000 was raised for the partici-
pating organizations.

I applaud the Westfield Shoppingtowns for
their committed spirit of volunteerism and ex-
tend best wishes for a ‘‘wonderful’’ evening.
f

A TRIBUTE TO SIDNEY YATES

HON. MARCY KAPTUR
OF OHIO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 3, 2000

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, it is a great
honor for me to be able to enter these pre-
cious remembrances of our dear friend and
able attorney, Congressman Sidney Yates,
into the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. His illus-
trated career spanned half a century, 24 terms
as a Member of the people’s House. And what
a stellar human being, citizen, and Member he
was! I had the distinct pleasure of serving with
him on the Appropriations Committee and in
that capacity deepened my respect for him
each passing year.

When I think of this true gentleman from Illi-
nois, I remember his engaging smile, his
brillant intellect, his love of the arts and of the
environment, his puckish humor, and his devo-
tion to human and civil rights. His knowledge
of the Rules of the House knew no equal. And
he applied his legislative skills with a mastery
that elevated us all. Yes, Sid Yates, Master of
the House.

How many times I recall Sid standing up for
recognition in the Committee to carry his argu-
ments. Eloquent. I admired his ability highly.
So erudite was he, holding the attention of all
listeners. Were it not for the fact that he left
the House briefly to run for the U.S. Senate,
I have no doubt he would have attained the
Chairmanship of the Appropriations Com-
mittee. He certainly possessed all the ability
and respect required of it.

Just before Sid left Congress, I asked him
what he considered his major accomplish-
ments as a tenured Member of this body. I
thought he would answer that his legacy in-
cluded major expansion of our national park
system, or our institutions of art and culture, or
improvements to his home district on Chi-
cago’s northwest side. Or, I imagined he
would mention the major donations of art he
had given to museums across our nation. For
indeed his accomplishments included all of
these. Yet he mentioned none of this. First, he
said he considered his efforts to achieve the
integration of the Capitol Police Force in the
late 1940’s to be a stellar achievement. Then,
he said helping establish the United States
Holocaust Memorial Museum would remain in
his memory always.

One cold winter evening, when the National
Gallery of Art had a modernist exhibition, I
was strolling through the galleries and came
upon Sid with his beloved wife, Addie. As al-
ways, he greeted me warmly and called me
‘‘dearie’’, too, as I imagine he did with all the
women Members. He was always encour-
aging, cajoling, lifting us all. I think he took
special satisfaction in helping the minority of

women in this institution rise to full accept-
ance.

My heartfelt sympathies go out to the family
of this magnificent man who loved his nation
and dedicated his entire life to the business of
democratic governance. What a joy to have
known him and learned from him! What a leg-
acy he has left for America.
f

RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING THE
ARMENIAN GENOCIDE

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 3, 2000

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, the Congress
was set to vote on a historic resolution recog-
nizing the Armenian Genocide but it was
pulled because the lobbying power of the
Turkish Government has once again stifled it.
Opponents have argued that passage of this
resolution would severely jeopardize United
States-Turkey relations. This resolution is not
an indictment of the current Turkish Govern-
ment nor is it a condemnation of any current
leader of Turkey. It is an acknowledgment of
genocide perpetrated by the Ottoman Empire
almost a century ago.

In 1915, 1.5 million women, children, and
men were killed and the Ottoman Empire forc-
ibly deported 500,000 Armenians during an 8-
year reign of brutal repression. Armenians
were deprived of their homes, their dignity,
and ultimately their lives. Yet America, the
greatest democracy and land of freedom, has
not made an official statement regarding the
Armenian Genocide. I am dismayed and an-
gered by this hypocrisy and I will not rest until
this resolution passes the Congress.

The Armenian Genocide has been acknowl-
edged by countries and international bodies
such as Argentina, Belgium, Canada, the
Council of Europe, Cyprus, the European Par-
liament, France, Great Britain, Greece, Leb-
anon, Russia, the United Nations and Uru-
guay. All of these countries and organizations
believed that recognizing this resolution out-
weighed any potential repercussion from Tur-
key. We should be part of this honor roll of na-
tions and organizations.

Mr. Speaker, as the only Member of Con-
gress of Armenian and Assyrian descent, I am
very proud of my heritage. I sat at the knees
of my grandparents and elders as they told
their stories of hardship and suffering endured
by so many at the hands of the Ottoman Em-
pire. That is how I came to this understanding
and this knowledge and why I bring this story
to the House of Representatives.

It is important to appreciate fully that the Ar-
menian people have made great contributions
to our nation. They have distinguished them-
selves in the arts, in law, in academics, in
every walk of life and they continue to make
significant contributions in communities across
our country today.

It is time, Mr. Speaker, that Congress begin
to heal the wounds of the past. It’s critically
important for our nation to acknowledge what
happened, but also as a nation it is important
to understand that we are teaching present
and future generations of the Armenian Geno-
cide.

In closing, I want to express my gratitude to
the Armenian community for their hard work

on this resolution. This work is not in vain be-
cause we’ve brought the genocide into our na-
tion’s consciousness against great odds. In
another Congress, in another time, we shall
complete this effort and I shall do everything
I can to see that this resolution and all it rep-
resents will be the official expression of our
nation.
f

HONORING JENNIFER AND MARK
EDWARDS, JR.

HON. BOB ETHERIDGE
OF NORTH CAROLINA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 3, 2000

Mr. ETHERIDGE. Mr. Speaker, today I con-
gratulate Jennifer and Mark Edwards, Jr. of
Raleigh, North Carolina. On October 31, 2000,
they welcomed into the world a seven-pound,
four once baby girl, Avery Sutton Edwards. As
the father of three wonderful children myself,
I know that there is nothing more wonderful
and joyous than the experience of watching a
child grow. I know that they will treasure every
new day with their new daughter. Faye joins
me in wishing the Edwards family great happi-
ness during this very special time of their
lives.
f

TENNESSEE DIVISION I
GOVERNORS CUP RECIPIENTS

HON. ED BRYANT
OF TENNESSEE

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 3, 2000

Mr. BRYANT. Mr. Speaker, today I con-
gratulate the Adamsville, Tennessee Junior/
Senior High School Band for winning the gov-
ernors cup in the Tennessee Division I State
Championship.

In addition to winning this distinguished
award, the band also did well in several areas.
The band received first place in the percus-
sion division and third place overall in the
guard division. The field commander was
fourth overall and the band received an award
for High Music. The band percussion color
guard and the field commander received supe-
rior ratings from the judges.

I would like to further recognize Ms. Lyndi
Henline, the first chair trumpet, who was rec-
ognized as being the best soloist in the com-
petition. Band director Frankie Congiordo, as-
sistant band director Scott King and color
guard coordinator Kelly Wilder should be com-
mended for their tremendous coaching job.
But these accomplishments required a fine
group of young adults and I would like to rec-
ognize the whole band and color guard for
their accomplishments.

The members of the band and color guard
are: Felicia Jenan Acker; Jonathon Garrett Al-
exander; Catherine Elizabeth Bart; Jennifer
Lynne Boyd; April Lynn Britt; David Seth
Brooks; Jessie Lauren Bryant; Jessica Brooke
Carr; Brandon James Choate; Alex Sagan
Eubank; Lauren Elaine Finley; Jessica Ashley
Bearden; Kevin Wesley Blythe; Christy Lynn
Brewer; Allyson Paige Browning; Matthew
Rogers Browning; Adam Neal Carothers;
Stephanie Anne Casey; Trina Corine Doyle;
Adam Ryan Eubank; Matthew David Fer-
guson; Lydia Ruth Gillis; Lyndi Nicole Henline;
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