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a good deal of the rest of the renaissance of
the Nation’s Capital makes him the perfect
partner for this bill. Because the bill embodies
much of the breadth of concerns of the man
and his career, I believe that the passage of
the United States Commission on Security in
an Open Society Act during this Congress
would be another fitting tribute to Senator
MOYNIHAN’s service.

Recent history has been marked by the rise
of terrorism in the world and in this country.
As a result, American society faces new and
unprecedented challenges. We must provide
higher levels of security for our people and
public spaces while maintaining a free and
open democratic society. As yet, our country
has no systematic process or strategy for
meeting these challenges.

When we have been faced with unprece-
dented and perplexing issues in the past, we
have had the good sense to investigate them
deeply and to move to resolve them. Exam-
ples include the Warren Commission following
the assassination of President John F. Ken-
nedy and the Kerner Commission following ri-
otous uprisings that swept American cities in
the 1960’s and 1970’s.

The problems associated with worldwide ter-
rorism are of similar importance and dimen-
sion. The Act requires that a commission be
presidentially appointed because to be useful
in meeting the multiple problems raised, a
careful balance of members representative of
a cross section of disciplines will be nec-
essary. To date, questions of security most
often have been left to security and military
experts. They are indispensable participants,
but they cannot alone resolve all the issues
raised by terrorism in an open society. In
order to strike the balance required by our tra-
ditions, constitution and laws, a cross cutting
group representing our best and wisest minds
needs to be working at the same table.

With only existing tools and thinking, we
have been left to muddle through, using blunt
19th century approaches, such as crude
blockades and other denials of access. The
threat of terrorism to our democratic society is
too serious to be left to ad hoc problem-solv-
ing. Such approaches are often as inadequate
as they are menacing.

We can do better, but only if we recognize
and then come to grips with the complexities
associated with maintaining a society with free
and open access in a world characterized by
unprecedented terrorism. The place to begin is
with a high-level presidential commission of
wise experts from an array of disciplines who
can help chart the new course that will be re-
quired to protect both our people and our pre-
cious democratic institutions.
f
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Mr. INSLEE. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to in-
troduce two bills to address organ scarcity,
The Organ Coordinator Improvement Act and
The Organ Donor Enhancement Act. These
bills complement each other in their purpose
to increase the number of recoverable organs

and make the best use of available organs for
transplant.

Every 14 minutes, a new person is added to
the list of patients in need of an organ trans-
plant. This list is 72,000 patients long today.
Last year, we recovered over 21,000 organs
for transplant from just over 10,000 individ-
uals. In the same amount of time, we added
38,850 people to the list. These numbers illus-
trate the urgency behind this issue. Ten peo-
ple die every day because there was no organ
available for transplant. The single greatest
barrier to saving lives with organ transplants is
the scarcity of available organs.

I realize that we are at the end of session
and the likelihood of these bills being enacted
is minimal. But it is a crucial time to introduce
these concepts and ask for support on this vi-
tally important legislation. I am hopeful we can
use this time between now and the start of the
new Congress to build consensus on these
initiatives. I want to gather opinions and exper-
tise from my fellow members and the patients,
organizations, and experts in their districts.
The sooner we can get the ball rolling on this
issue, the faster we will be able to save lives.
We must act now to make progress on this
heartbreaking inadequacy.

The problem is easy to define. There are
simply not enough organs to meet the needs
of the patients waiting for them on the trans-
plant lists. The challenge before us is to maxi-
mize the number of available organs and to
maximize the recovery of organs available for
donation. When an organ becomes available
for transplant, we must spare no resource to
ensure that it is delivered to a patient in need.
We can do this in three ways. We must first
educate more people about organ donation
and encourage them to become organ donors.
HHS should be congratulated for their efforts
in this regard. Next we must invest in research
and resources for hospitals and medical
schools to improve the success rates of organ
donation and options available to those who
are in need of organ transplants. Finally, we
must make absolutely sure that no organ goes
to waste. Currently only a fraction of organs
available for donation are actually recovered
and made available for transplant. That’s
where this legislation comes into effect.

Today I rise to introduce the Organ Coordi-
nation Improvement Act, which would dramati-
cally improve the organ recovery rate. I asked
the experts in hospitals and in organ procure-
ment organizations what the single best thing
Congress could do to assist with organ recov-
ery efforts. The answer was simple: provide
more staff in the hospital dedicated to this ef-
fort. This deceptively simple answer points to
a greater truth. Only a very few hospitals and
Organ Procurement Organizations actually
have specifically trained and dedicated staff in
the very setting that they are needed most—
the front lines of our health care system,
When those staff do exist, they make a dra-
matic difference. A pilot program through HHS
to put specifically trained Organ Coordinators
in hospitals in Maryland and Texas had a dra-
matic effect. In one year, Organ Coordinators
more than doubled the recovery rate for or-
gans. By placing Organ Coordinators in the
hospitals, hospital consortiums or OPOs with
the greatest potential for organ coordination,
there is a tremendous opportunity to double
the number of lives saved through organ
transplants.

This legislation does just that. The bill pro-
vides grants to fund staff positions for Organ

Coordinators. A person in this position would
be charged with coordinating the organ dona-
tion and recovery efforts within a hospital, or
in some cases, a group of hospitals.

Half of Organ Coordinators would be em-
ployed by hospitals and the other would be
employed by Organ Procurement Organiza-
tions (OPOs). Both hospitals and OPOs are
leaders in organ recovery efforts and both
should be involved in this process. To build on
this positive partnership, a control board would
be established to coordinate the activities of
the Organ Coordinators. The control board
would have representation from both the hos-
pital and the OPO, irrespective of which entity
received the grant.

By placing Organ Coordinators in the hos-
pitals, hospital consortiums or OPOs with the
greatest potential for organ coordination, there
is a tremendous opportunity to double the
number of lives saved through organ trans-
plants. Hospitals and OPOs share an impor-
tant goal and this bill will serve to augment
local success stories and local partnerships
that already exist in our communities.

The second bill that I am proposing is the
Organ Donor Enhancement Act, which would
establish a national living donor registry based
on the National Bone Marrow Registry. Last
year, 10,538 people made their organs avail-
able for transplants. Of these, 4,640 people
were living donors. Last year there were 9,237
kidney transplants performed, 4,441 trans-
plants from living donors. Clearly, organ trans-
plants have progressed to the point where
nearly 45 percent of all kidney transplants
done in 1999 were from living donors.

Mr. Speaker, no longer must a patient on
the transplant list wish for an organ to become
available from a horrible accident. Now kid-
neys and livers may be transplanted from one
person to another and we have an obligation
to help save the lives of the more than 62,000
people waiting for them.

The National Bone Marrow Registry has op-
erated successfully since 1986 by registering
people who are willing to donate their bone
marrow to save somebody’s life. Sometimes
these are family members, friends or even
strangers who possess the courage and com-
passion to be a living organ donor. While
maintaining the highest privacy protections for
registered volunteers, doctors are able to
search and locate potential organ matches.
The sheer scale of a national organ registry
will enhance the practice of organ transplan-
tation with increased speed and efficiency that
no other resource could offer.

The National Living Donor Registry aims to
break down the largest barrier to organ trans-
plantation. It increases the number of potential
donors and establishes a mechanism for doc-
tors to match organs to patients. Here in the
shadow of the Capitol Dome, the Executive
Director of the Washington Regional Trans-
plant Consortium reports that more than 2
people a week contact her and inquire about
becoming a living organ donor. Currently, liv-
ing donors comprise 45 percent of all kidney
transplants that are performed. The availability
of living donors means particularly strong hope
for liver and kidney transplants, especially be-
cause kidney patients make up two-thirds of
the transplant wait list. The time is now for a
voluntary, national list to enable these every-
day heroes to become life-savers.

In the midst of a tragedy, an organ trans-
plant can create something awesome. A trag-
edy can save a life. For grieving families, it
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can be consolation that death has not struck
in vain, and that indeed, their loved one con-
tinues to give energy and life. For thank every-
day heroes who seek to become living donors,
their gifts are the greatest gift of all. It is won-
drous that medical technology has brought us
so close to the miracle of life through organ
transplant. Transplants have been performed
since the 1960’s and are now performed for
11 organs. Just last year, new types of liver
transplants were being performed.

We must work to maximize our resources
and make the most efficient use of them.
There is no doubt about the need for organs.
The potential lives that could be saved should
encourage us to work on these two pieces of
legislation to increase the number of recover-
able organs and maximize the potential of
available organs.

Lastly, I must offer my gratitude to the nu-
merous patients, doctors, hospitals, organ pro-
curement organizations and other individuals
who offered valuable feedback on these bills.
Many people have already put much time and
effort in assisting me with the best ways to ad-
dress organ scarcity. They have provided in-
valuable assistance and counsel, advice and
criticism, and I thank them for their help. I ask
my colleagues and others interested in organ
recovery, organ donation and organ transplan-
tation to examine these bills and provide me
with their comments.

It is my hope that by introducing these bills,
more patients and professionals in the field
will be inspired by these efforts to work with
me. It is essential that they continue to be
generous in their comments, opinions, ques-
tions, criticism, and ultimately, support. I wel-
come the response of my colleagues on these
two bills and look forward to further discussion
next session.
f
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Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, today I

honor three recently retired police officers,
who have dedicated their lives to serving and
protecting Jersey City, New Jersey.

Lieutenant Eugene Canfield, Detective Jo-
seph Lopez, and Police Officer Angel
Maldonado retired on September 1, 2000,
after exceptional careers as law enforcement
officers. During their careers, these fine offi-
cers held one principle foremost in their
minds: namely, that residents of Jersey City
need and deserve a safe community.

Lieutenant Eugene Canfield began his ca-
reer as an officer with the Jersey City Police
Department on September 11, 1976. He is the
recipient of two excellent police service
awards and one police commendation. Lieu-
tenant Canfield served in Operations (Patrol
Division); Special Patrol Bureau; Central Com-
munications Bureau; and the Field Leadership
and Training Unit. Lieutenant ‘‘Gene’’ Canfield
was not only an exceptional police officer, but
also a talented actor, playing Al Pacino’s
chauffeur in ‘‘Scent of a Woman.’’

Detective Joseph Lopez began his career
as an officer with the Jersey City Police De-
partment on September 11, 1976. He is the
recipient of eight excellent police service
awards, two commendations, the class ‘‘E’’
award, and a unit citation. Detective Lopez
served in the East District Patrol; the Car
Pound Administration; the Special Investiga-
tions Unit, the Auto Theft Squad, and the
North District Detective Division.

Police Officer Angel Maldonado began his
career with the Jersey City Police Department
on February 23, 1981. He is the recipient of
four excellent police service awards and two
commendations. Officer Maldonado served in
the Detective Squad; the Juvenile Bureau; the
West District Patrol; and the East District Pa-
trol.

I commend these officers for their courage
and commitment, and I ask that my colleagues
join me in honoring them today.
f
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Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, on September
21, the Jersey Shore Chapter of The National
Conference for Community and Justice
(NCCJ) held its 32nd Anniversary Humani-
tarian Awards ceremony. NCCJ is a national
human relations organization with local chap-
ters dedicated to fighting bias, bigotry, and
racism. It promotes understanding and respect
among all races, religions and cultures
through advocacy, conflict resolution and edu-
cation.

So it is with great pride that I congratulate
the recipients of this year’s awards for their
outstanding community service to the Jersey
Shore, much of which I represent in Congress.
They include:

Dr. Frank Arlinghaus, founder of our Con-
gressional Award, chairman and president of
the N.J. Congressional Award Council, Naval
Reserve captain and Special Assistant for Re-
serve Affairs to the Medical Officer of the Ma-
rine Corps, and a pulmonary and critical care
physician in Red Bank, N.J.;

Bahiyyah Abdullah, director of Marketing
and Membership for the Ocean County Girl
Scout Council for the last 12 years and active
in numerous civic organizations, including the
NAACP, Ocean County Human Relations
Commission and Jack and Jill of America;

Solomon S. Greenspan, managing partner
of Rudolf, Cinnamon & Calafato, LLC. He is
on the board of the Monmouth County Jewish
Federation, and the Urban League and is a
Councilman for the Township of Ocean. He is
past president of the Monmouth County Jew-
ish Community Center and United Way.

The following two physicians helped develop
the Parker Family Health Clinic, a free health
center on Red Bank’s west side:

Dr. Eugene F. Cheslock, an internist, is ex-
ecutive vice president of Meridian Health Sys-
tem, Riverview Medical Center’s Riverview
Foundation. He is past president of the Mon-
mouth County Cancer Society and has re-
ceived prestigious awards from the Urban
League and the Salvation Army, among oth-
ers.

Dr. Timothy Sullivan, an otolaryngologist, is
senior vice president for medical affairs at Me-
ridian Health System, Riverview Medical Cen-
ter. He is a member of the Boards of Trustees
of Volunteers in Medicine and Rio Vista
Equipo Medico. He also serves as co-leader
of medical missions to Guatemala to provide
medical care, including cleft palate surgery.

The Women’s Center of Monmouth County
has, for 24 years, provided invaluable services
to families affected by domestic violence and
sexual assault and has received five major
awards for its outstanding work. Anna M.
Diaz-White, executive director and a staff
member for 16 years, accepted the award on
behalf of the Center. I congratulate Ms. Diaz
White and all the staffers and volunteers who
make the Center the valuable community
asset that it is.

The Jersey Shore Chapter of NCCJ also ap-
plauded Anytown, NJ, a week-long program
for high school students in which they break
barriers, deal with biased behavior and de-
velop an action plan to reduce prejudice in
their hometowns.

I have worked with Dr. Arlinghaus for many
years on the Congressional Award which
seeks to encourage strong values and com-
munity service. Before that, he worked with
the late Rep. James J. Howard, the original
sponsor of the law enacting the Congressional
Award program. Because of his association
with an important Congressional initiative, I
wanted to share with my colleagues a ex-
cerpts from his acceptance speech:

I submit the following excerpts from Dr.
Arlinghaus’s September 21 speech into the
RECORD.

‘‘It was many years ago this month that
Joe Gouthro and I met the then Congress-
man Howard to describe to him a dream
called the Congressional Award and ten
years later it became a Public Law. Since
that very humble beginning much has passed
into our history. And from that very unique
experience of working with Congress, I have
observed many unique events and personal-
ities and beg your indulgence to share a
thought and a theme with you this evening.

A new millennium has begun and our re-
public stands as what has been described as
the world’s indispensable nation. Two thou-
sand years ago the Roman Empire in the
western world occupied very much the same
position economically, militarily and in the
minds of those who lived then. The mythic
story of the founding of the Roman Republic
by the poet Virgil in the Aeneid emphasized
one essential point, one essential virtue, one
essential value. Aeneas was pious. He was
humble before his ‘‘gods’’and from that piety
flowed his strength and the future moral vi-
brancy of Rome. When Aeneas lost his piety,
when Rome forsake that piety, when indi-
vidual citizens abandoned that value, Rome
was lost.’’

‘‘. . . . . Like pious Aeneas we are warned
by history how important these values are.
Can we be successful in keeping our sense of
Community or our sense of Justice without
such values? Whether it be through the
NCCJ or the Congressional Award or through
the works of our fellow citizens: Bahiyyah
and Sol, Eugene and Tim, and the Women’s
Center, these values are self-evident and
command our allegiance. Such values are at
the heart of the wonderful acts of service of
my more-than-distinguished co-recipients
this evening. As Hans Kung the noted philos-
opher and moralist wrote ‘‘the will of the al-
mighty is carried out through service to
human beings.’’ And as our Founding Fa-
thers prayed: ‘‘We have given you a Repub-
lic. It is up to you to keep it.’’

VerDate 11<MAY>2000 03:41 Oct 14, 2000 Jkt 089060 PO 00000 Frm 00020 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A12OC8.052 pfrm04 PsN: E13PT1


		Superintendent of Documents
	2022-10-19T19:19:35-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




