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HONORING BILL O’'DWYER

HON. SCOTT McINNIS

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 12, 2000

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
sadness that | take this moment to recognize
the extraordinary, Bill O'Dwyer of Grand Junc-
tion, Colorado. Bill recently passed away at
the age of 74. While family, friends, and
neighbors mourn this immense loss, | would
like to pay tribute to a wonderful human being.

Bill was a valued member of the Grand
Junction community and he will be greatly
missed. Bill served his country admirably dur-
ing World War I, fighting with distinction in the
Battle of lwo Jima. After returning a proud vet-
eran he began O’Dwyer Electric in Grand
Junction. While building a successful busi-
ness, Bill began to realize the importance of
civic duty and he turned to local government.
For a number of years Bill served in the Grand
Junction City Council where his accomplish-
ments were great in number. On the top of the
list was his work to build the current terminal
at Walker Field Airport.

Bill's leadership abilities brought a number
of wonderful things to the community of Grand
Junction. When not serving the community in
City Council, Bill could be found serving in a
religious capacity, where he was Bishop for
the Church of Jesus Christ and Latter-day
Saints. Whether in church or in a council
meeting, Bill always exemplified the qualities
of a great leader and caring and generous
human being.

Bill served his community, State, and Nation
proudly. Though he is gone his memory will
live on within all that knew him. Mr. Speaker,
on behalf of the State of Colorado and the
U.S. Congress, | would like to pay tribute to
this great Coloradan.

TRIBUTE TO LIEUTENANT GEN-
ERAL RANDOLPH W. HOUSE, USA

HON. IKE SKELTON

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 12, 2000

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, let me take
this means to pay tribute to Lieutenant Gen-
eral Randolph W. House upon his retirement
from the United States Army.

General House has served our nation with
honor and distinction for over 32 years, and
his performance throughout his career has
been characterized by the highest standards
of professional ethics and commitment to sol-
diers. General House was commissioned a
second lieutenant in 1968 upon completion of
the Reserve Officers’ Training Corps and
graduation from Texas A&M University. During
his military career, he completed the Infantry
Officer Basic and Advanced Courses, the
United States Army Command and General
Staff College, and the National War College.

General House's record of service is out-
standing. Throughout his long and distin-
guished career, he has held numerous key
command and staff positions, including the fol-
lowing: Helicopter Platoon Leader and Infantry
Company Commander in South Vietnam;
Armor Brigade Commander during Operation
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DESERT SHIELD/DESERT STORM; Division
Commander of 1st Infantry Division; Senior
Military Assistant to Secretary of Defense, Dr.
William Perry; Commanding General, Eighth
U.S. Army and Chief of Staff, United Nations
Command/Combined Forces Command/U.S.
Forces, South Korea; and Deputy Commander
in Chief and Chief of Staff, U.S. Pacific Com-
mand.

His assignments include Deputy Chief of
Staff, 5th Infantry Division (Mechanized), Fort
Polk, Louisiana; Commander, 1st Battalion,
61st Infantry, 5th Infantry Division (Mecha-
nized), Fort Polk, Louisiana; Chief, Force
Planning Integration Team, War Plans Divi-
sion, Office of the Deputy Chief of Staff for
Operations and Plans, United States Army,
Washington, DC. He has also held a variety of
important command and staff positions to in-
clude Executive Assistant to the Vice Director
and Director of the Joint Staff, The Joint Staff,
Washington, DC; Commander, 2d Brigade, 1st
Cavalry Division, Fort Hood, Texas and Saudi
Arabia; Assistant Division Commander, 4th In-
fantry Division (Mechanized), Fort Carson,
Colorado; Deputy Commandant, United States
Army Command and General Staff College,
Fort Leavenworth, Kansas; Commanding Gen-
eral, 1st Infantry Division (Mechanized), Fort
Riley, Kansas; Senior Military Assistant to the
Secretary of Defense, Office of the Secretary
of Defense, Washington, DC; Assistant Chief
of Staff for Installation Management, United
States Army, Washington, DC; Commanding
General, Eighth United States Army/Chief of
Staff, United Nations Command/Combined
Forces Command/United States Forces Korea.
He culminated his career with his most recent
duty as Deputy Commander in Chief/Chief of
Staff, United States Pacific Command, Camp
H.M. Smith, Hawaii.

General House was awarded the Silver Star
during actions by his brigade of the 1st Cav-
alry against elements of the Iragi Republican
Guards during DESERT STORM and received
twenty-two Air Medals as a young helicopter
pilot in the Republic of Vietnam. His other mili-
tary awards and decorations include the De-
fense Distinguished Service Medal (with 2 Oak
Leaf Clusters), Distinguished Service Medal,
the Defense Superior Service Medal, the Le-
gion of Merit (with 2 Oak Leaf Clusters), the
Distinguished Flying Cross (with 3 Oak Leaf
Clusters), the Soldier's Medal, the Bronze Star
Medal (with Oak Leaf Cluster), the Army Com-
mendation Medal (with Oak Leaf Cluster), the
Combat Infantryman Badge, and the Ranger
Tab.

General House has positively impacted our
Army and our Nation. His leadership, innova-
tive ideas and operational knowledge left an
indelible, mark on soldiers, family members,
the units he commanded, the Department of
the Army, the Department of Defense, and the
American people. Through superb leadership
and the care and concern he demonstrated to
soldiers and their families, he developed
warfighters that accomplished every mission.
During war, he led from the front, always by
example, earning the respect and admiration
of every soldier. During peacetime, he pro-
moted sound political and military relationships
among unified and combined forces and en-
hanced the quality of life of United States per-
sonnel and their families. General House also
worked to produce improved relations with a
large number of countries within the Asia-Pa-
cific region and to improve crisis and contin-
gency planning.
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| would ask my colleagues to join me in
wishing General House and his wife, Jeanie,
all the best. We thank them for over 32 years
of dedicated and unselfish service to the
United States of America.

HONORING CHAIRMAN TOM BLILEY

HON. JIM DeMINT

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 12, 2000

Mr. DEMINT. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
take this opportunity to honor my colleague,
Chairman BLILEY, for his faithful service in the
U.S. House of Representatives. As his many
years as a dedicated public servant in the
House come to a close, | am sure he is look-
ing back at the many accomplishments of his
time here. | would like to highlight his activity
in one specific area—adoption.

Chairman BLILEY, as the adoptive father of
two and co-chairman of the Congressional Co-
alition on Adoption, has championed adoption
issues in Congress. Most recently he has
worked to make sure pregnancy counselors
are trained to provide complete and accurate
information on adoption to women with un-
planned pregnancies. He has also worked to
increase the adoption tax credit to $10,000 in
relief for families dealing with the high cost of
adopting children.

Adoption is a wonderful thing because it
brings a positive, life-giving end to what could
be difficult circumstances. The mother can
place her child in a loving family, the child re-
ceives a warm and welcoming home, and an
adoptive couple gets to wear one of the great-
est titles in America—parent.

| applaud the chairman for his tireless ef-
forts to help the birthparents, adopted children,
and adoptive parents around this country.
There are many children who have been
blessed with parents and a loving home be-
cause of the work of Chairman BLILEY. | thank
and salute him for all of his work and wish him
well in retirement.

CONGRATULATIONS MAYOR EU-
GENE SIEGEL, VILLAGE OF CHI-
CAGO RIDGE, 25 YEARS OF PUB-
LIC SERVICE

HON. WILLIAM O. LIPINSKI

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 12, 2000

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, today | offer my
congratulations to Mr. Eugene L. Siegel, a
friend and colleague from the Third Congres-
sional District of lIllinois, whom recently cele-
brated 25 years in public service as the Mayor
of Chicago Ridge, lllinois.

Mayor Siegel is a hardworking, devoted
man. He is a long-time resident of Chicago.
Gene and his late wife, Virginia, have four
children, Gary, Janet, Andrew and Matthew,
and four grandchildren, Steven, Bradley, Vic-
toria and Alexandria. Gene became involved
in politics in 1963, and since then, has been
involved in public service on both the local
and state levels.

Mayor Siegel has always maintained an
open door for all of his family, friends, con-
stituents, and employees. He began working
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in public service as the Deputy Coroner for
Cook County Coroner’s Office; a post he held
for eight years. Throughout the 70's and 80’s
he served as the mayor of the Village of Chi-
cago Ridge on a part-time basis. Then, in
1993, Gene was elected as the full-time mayor
and has served in this capacity for the last
seven years.

Mayor Siegel is a man for the people. As
mayor, he has been actively involved with
people of all ages throughout the community
that he serves. For example, he was instru-
mental in the development of a Senior Citizen
Center and the establishment of the Youth
Service Bureau with a Youth Director to coun-
sel families and their children.

As mayor, Gene has made remarkable eco-
nomic, environmental and infrastructure im-
provements to the Village of Chicago Ridge.
For example, he created a solvent tax base by
implementing the development of both the
Chicago Ridge Mall and the Commons of Chi-
cago Ridge. He also was involved with the im-
provement of Ridgeland Avenue to establish
commercial land use, the installation of an
adequate water system with a two million gal-
lon reservoir, and a plumbing station.

Mayor Siegel has been instrumental in
bringing economic prosperity to the commu-
nity. He has proven to be a true asset to his
family, friends and community. | am proud to
have Mayor Siegel as a colleague of mine in
the district.

| wish to extend my heartiest congratula-
tions to Mayor Siegel and his family as he
celebrates 25 years in public service. This is
a remarkable accomplishment and Mayor
Siegel deserves great credit for the vast im-
provements and economic development that
he has brought to the Village of Chicago
Ridge. My best wishes to the Mayor and his
family on this wonderful milestone.

IN MEMORY OF JUDGE BILL
COATS

HON. RALPH M. HALL

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 12, 2000

Mr. HALL of Texas. Mr. Speaker, it is an
honor to pay tribute today to the late District
Court Judge, W. E. “Bill"” Coats, of Tyler, TX,
who died in April of this year at the age of 76.
Judge Coats served Smith County for 30
years as judge and district attorney. He had
practiced law in Smith County since 1954.

He was elected the first Republican district
attorney in Texas, serving from 1963 until
1967. He also served as judge of County
Court at Law No. 2, from 1975-79, and served
as 7th District Court Judge to complete his 30
years of service in Smith County. He also was
appointed by the Tyler City Commission in
1968 to serve as Municipal Court Judge.
Judge Coats was a Mason and Shriner and
served in the Army Air Corps during World
War II.

Survivors include a son, William Fred Coats
of Tyler; daughters, Fonda Reeves of Tyler,
Ardis Maxwell of Luling, and LeAnn Craven of
Wills Point; a brother, James Coats of
Whitehouse; 10 grandchildren and two great-
grandchildren.
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Judge Coats brought dignity and honor to
the courtroom—and in all that he accom-
plished. His distinguished career and contribu-
tions to the practice of law and the judiciary in
Smith County will be long remembered, and |
would like to take this opportunity to join his
family, his friends, and his peers in paying our
last respects to this respected District Court
Judge, Bill Coats. As we adjourn today let us
do so in his memory.

HONORING TILLIE BURGIN, EXECU-
TIVE DIRECTOR OF MISSION AR-
LINGTON/MISSION METROPLEX

HON. MARTIN FROST

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 12, 2000

Mr. FROST. Mr. Speaker, today | wish to
honor Tillie Burgin, executive director of Mis-
sion Arlington/Mission Metroplex. Mrs. Burgin
was recently inducted into the Texas Women'’s
Hall of Fame. Called the Mother Teresa of Ar-
lington, Tillie Burgin works through Mission Ar-
lington to provide the community’s poor and
underprivileged families food, clothing, shelter,
counseling, childcare, healthcare, and a myr-
iad of additional services.

Tillie Burgin originally founded Mission Ar-
lington in August 1986 to fulfill her vision of
“taking church to the community.” Mrs. Burgin
began with just two Bible study meetings in an
apartment community. As Mission Arlington
grew, however, so did Tillie’s vision. The im-
portance of meeting people’s physical and
emotional, as well as spiritual needs, became
immediately apparent. The organization has
since expanded to provide a number of social
services to Arlington, bringing hope and op-
portunity to every person in the community.

| am proud of the work that Tillie Burgin and
Mission Arlington do to strengthen the city of
Arlington and its families. She has changed in-
numerable lives with her great energy and
dedication. Texas is honored to be home to
Tillie and her Mission. | cannot think of a more
passionate, humble, or deserving woman to
receive this honor. | salute her today.

TRIBUTE TO ST. CLEMENT
CATHOLIC CHURCH

HON. SANDER M. LEVIN

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 12, 2000

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor St. Clement Catholic Church in Center
Line, Michigan as they celebrate 150 years of
service to the Warren and Center Line com-
munities with an anniversary mass on October
15, 2000.

Generation after generation has been
blessed and served by St. Clement Catholic
Church which has held a prominent place in
their lives. Beginning in 1857, the Church has
engaged in a series of reconstruction and ex-
pansion programs in order to accommodate
the growing number of students.

Today, their present church is an out-
standing edifice—adorned with stainglassed
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panes, a marble altar, and has a seating ca-
pacity, of 1600 parishioners.

St. Clement Catholic Church has benefitted
from outstanding leadership, and the commu-
nities are most grateful to the service and
dedication of members of the clergy, past and
present. Education has been a priority and
though there were periods of financial hard-
ship, the students were always a priority.

Today, Father Ron Victor continues the tra-
dition of caring and devotion to the commu-
nities of Center Line and Warren. | have thor-
oughly enjoyed attending many events at St.
Clement including its traditional festivals and
fish-fries. Over the years, it always has been
a pleasure to meet and spend time with many
parishioners of the church.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in congratulating St. Clement Catholic Church
as they continue their mission of faith and
service to the parish and broader community,
and wish them continued success.

HONORING SHERI ROCHFORD

HON. SCOTT McINNIS

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 12, 2000

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
take this moment to commend Sheri Rochford
on her outstanding commitment to education
at Fort Lewis College in Durango, Colorado.
Sheri’s contributions as Dean of Development
have helped to foster the educational environ-
ment that Fort Lewis takes such great pride in.
Her efforts deserve the praise of this body.

Sheri was born in Denver, Colorado, but her
family soon made Durango her home. She at-
tended school in Southern Colorado, grad-
uating from Durango High School and then
moving on to Fort Lewis College where she
graduated in 1977 with a degree in business
and history. Her graduate work was done at
Lesley College in Cambridge, Massachusetts.
After completing a master's degree in coun-
seling, Sheri went on to do her doctorate with
Harvard by attending classes on weekends
and during summers in Farmington, New Mex-
ico.

For the past five years, Sheri has been the
Dean of Development at Fort Lewis College.
After receiving her education, she joined the
Fort Lewis College staff as a secretary for the
sciences faculty. Her natural ability to lead and
desire to succeed soon moved her up the lad-
der of advancement. Before becoming Dean,
she served Fort Lewis College in the capacity
of Director of Admissions.

Along with her duties at Fort Lewis, Sheri is
also quite active in the community of Durango.
She has served as president of the Durango
Foundation for Educational Excellence and
has been a long time supporter and member
of the La Plata County Historical Society and
the Animas Museum. Sheri has worked dili-
gently for the community of Durango and Fort
Lewis College. Her contributions have been
great in number. As she continues to serve as
Dean of Development, | wish her the very
best. Sheri is one of our own in western Colo-
rado and she has made us all very proud.
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