September 27, 2000

In September 1900, Bishop Michael J.
Hoban officiated at the dedication of Sts. Cyril
and Methodius Church on Grove Street in
Edwardsville. Until the winter of 1901, the pas-
tor of St. Stephen’s Church in Plymouth also
served as their pastor, when the arrival of Fa-
ther John Jedlicka gave the parishioners of
Sts. Cyril and Methodius Church their own
clergyman.

Father Jedlicka oversaw several modifica-
tions to the church structure, including the
tower and much of the interior, at a cost of
$1,400, quite a sum at the time. During his
tenure, the parish also purchased land on
Pringle Hill for a cemetery and started a four-
classroom school in the church basement.

In 1904, Father Jedlicka was replaced by a
newly ordained priest, who had to leave be-
cause he could not find a place to live. The
parishioners borrowed $3,000 to build a rec-
tory, which was completed in 1905, and Fa-
ther Jedlicka returned. That building still
stands today on the corner of Grove and
Hurbane streets in Edwardsville.

The following year, the parish tragically lost
its church building, dedicated only six years
before, in a fire. The current church on Zerbey
Avenue was built in 1907 to replace it.

In 1921, Father Jedlicka died and was re-
placed by Father Edward Bellas, who served
the parish for about eight years. He in turn
was replaced by Father Stephen Gurcik, who
was pastor until 1943, guiding the parish dur-
ing the difficult years of the Great Depression.
Many events were held to raise money, nota-
bly parish picnics, and finances began to im-
prove in the 1940s. Father Gurcik loved the
outdoors and often took the alter servers
camping. During his tenure, the parish also
sponsored a baseball team.

Father Joseph Podskoch served as pastor
from 1943 until his death in 1949. He held
bingo and other events to reduce the church’s
still-considerable debt. He was well-known in
Edwardsville and would often walk up and
down the streets to meet the people.

Father Michael Harvan, who became pastor
in 1949, instituted a “day’s wage” collection.
During his pastorate, a few parishioners made
sizable donations to the parish, and many im-
provements to the church were made. It also
became possible to pay all existing debts.
While pastor at Sts. Cyril and Methodius, Fa-
ther Harvan was honored by becoming a Mon-
signor, or Prelate of Honor to the Pope. Upon
his retirement in 1985, he left the parish with
a sizable amount in its savings account.

In 1985, Sts. Cyril and Methodius Church
was joined with St. Anthony of Padua Church
in Larksville, and both shared the same pas-
tor, Father Joseph Ziobro. Since Father Ziobro
lived at St. Anthony's Rectory, the one at St.
Cyril and Methodius was sold at that time. Fa-
ther Ziobro worked hard to bring the two
churches together as one parish family.

In 1990, Father Ziobro was transferred and
Father Andrew Strish became pastor of the
two churches until he was transferred in 1996.
Father Bernard Evanofski then became pastor
of the two churches. Upon his arrival, it was
obvious that Sts. Cyril and Methodius Church
was in need of a new roof and other repairs.
Through a capital fund campaign and the gen-
erosity of the parishioners, all needed repairs
were made, including a new roof.

Mr. Speaker, the people of Sts. Cyril and
Methodius church continue to be active and
strongly supportive of all parish functions as
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they celebrate both the centennial of the
church’s founding and the Great Jubilee of the
Year 2000. | salute them on the occasion of
this milestone anniversary, and | am pleased
to call their faith and service to the attention
of the House of Representatives.

PRESCRIPTION DRUG RELIEF

HON. RUBEN HINOJOSA

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 27, 2000

Mr. HINOJOSA. Mr. Speaker, time is run-
ning out. We are coming down the home
stretch of the 106th Congress. Shortly we will
be returning home to our respective congres-
sional districts to report to our constituents
what we have accomplished these past 2
years. | would like to be able to say that we've
done something about the sky rocketing prices
of prescription drugs.

This has certainly been a priority for me.
This has defiantly been a priority for Demo-
crats. Sadly, there are some for whom this is
not a priority—and just who is going to pay the
price for this indifference. The answer is
America’s seniors. The one issue that | have
heard more about from senior citizens as well
as their sons and daughters, these past 2
years than any other, is the outrageous cost of
prescription drugs. | can’t even begin to count
the number of letters | have received, the
phone calls | have had and the people that
have come up to me when | am at home in
my district, all imploring me to pass prescrip-
tion drug legislation now.

The voices of seniors must be heard—Now.
| urge my colleagues in the House—lets pass
a prescription drug bill before we adjourn in
October of this congress. The Nation’s seniors
deserve more than rhetoric—they deserve ac-
tion.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. JAMES E. ROGAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 27, 2000

Mr. ROGAN. Mr. Speaker, | was unavoid-
ably detained on the afternoon and evening of
September 26, 2000 and, therefore, was un-
able to attend any votes held during the pe-
riod. Had | been present, | would have voted
in the affirmative on every recorded vote.
These votes include: H.R. 1248—the Violence
Against Women Act; H.R. 2572—the Apollo
Exploration Award Act; H.R. 5117—the Miss-
ing Children Tax Fairness Act; H.J. Res.
109—making continuing appropriations for the
fiscal year 2001; H.R. 5175—the Small Busi-
ness Liability Relief Act; and H.R. 4292—the
Born Alive Infants Protection Act.

PEACE THROUGH NEGOTIATIONS
ACT OF 2000

SPEECH OF

HON. DAVID E. BONIOR

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 26, 2000

Mr. BONIOR. Mr. Speaker, like all Members
of this body | share the hope that Israel and

E1613

its neighbors—including the Palestinians—uwiill
negotiate a comprehensive and lasting peace.

In fact, recent news suggests that Pales-
tinian and Israeli negotiators may soon re-
sume their formal discussions.

Does America have a role to play in helping
the two sides reach a final settlement?

Of course we do.

As President Clinton has shown us—time
and again—American leadership makes the
difference.

But, as any mediator will tell you, there is a
difference between leading—and interfering.

The measure before us is interfering.

It will have only one effect: to polarize a
complex situation even further, and undermine
America’s ability to help the two sides come
together.

That doesn’t help the Israelis.

That doesn’t help the Palestinians.

And it certainly doesn't help the cause of
peace.

In his recent speech before the United Na-
tions, Prime Minister Barak said: “We are
standing at the Rubicon and neither of us can
cross it alone.”

Mr. Speaker, | for one believe America has
to be prepared to cross that Rubicon with
them.

But being a partner in helping to win peace,
does not give us the authority to dictate its
terms.

ANTI-SEMITIC NEWSPAPER
ARTICLE IN RUSSIA

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 27, 2000

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, the
fall of the Soviet Union saw the emergence of
open anti-Semitism in Russia. While the gov-
ernment was abandoning its official policy of
discrimination against Jews, anti-Semitism
was being resurrected by certain political and
social elements within Russian society, or
“privatized,” as one observer put it.

Not that anti-Semitism is a distinctly Russian
phenomenon. Our own history has shown that
at times of economic difficulties or societal
challenge extremist figures and groups ped-
dling anti-Semitic or other hate philosophies
may arise within our midst.

Nevertheless, | was surprised and disturbed
when the Union of Councils for Soviet Jews
called my attention to a recent article in the
Russian newspaper Nezavisimaya Gazeta en-
titled “Strategy of ‘Globallization Leadership’
For Russia. First Priority Indirect Strategic Ac-
tions To Ensure National Security.” This article
was penned by a Mr. Alexandr Ignatov, the di-
rector of a think tank under the jurisdiction of
the Presidential Administration of Russia. In
his lengthy opus, the author asserts that the
activities of a “world government” are a key
influence on globalization processes, and that
a “Hasidic-paramasonic group” has usurped
power within this world government. Moreover,
this “Hasidic-paramasonic group” has alleg-
edly decided that Russia should be excluded
from leadership in the globalization process
and be viewed exclusively as a source of raw
materials for the “New World Order.”

This “usurpation of power in the world gov-
ernment by the Hasidic-paramasonic group re-
quires immediate correction,” says Mr.
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Ignatov, which should include such initiatives
as establishing Orthodox and Islam as state
religions and imposing a departure tax on per-
sons of childbearing age and “trained special-
ists.”

Mr. Speaker, what can we say? Do Mr.
Putin and others in the Russian Government
take seriously the advice of people who prattle
on about “Hasidic-paramasonic” groups
usurping power in a so-called “world govern-
ment’? The Ignatov article is, at best, a vacu-
ous ramble about the “New World Order and
world government, and, at worst, a vicious
piece of anti-Semitism reflecting the mind set
of the Protocols of the Elders of Zion. To wrap
fish in it would be to insult fish.

For the record, the Russian Orthodox
Church, for all its claims as the historic Chris-
tian faith in Russia, has rejected the idea of
becoming the state church. Even the Soviet
government backed down from the departure
tax idea back in the early 1980s.

In my opinion, this article is unworthy of
Nezavisimaya Gazeta, a widely read news-
paper of a generally “centrist” orientation. |
don't deny their right to print whatever they
want, but | find it hard to believe that the edi-
tors of Nezavisimaya Gazeta want their publi-
cation to resemble some of the many anti-Se-
mitic rags that have emerged in post-Soviet
Russia.

In any event, | would certainly hope that the
leadership of the Russian Government dis-
avows the article, the author and certainly the
policy prescriptions suggested.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. SUE WILKINS MYRICK

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 27, 2000

Mrs. MYRICK. Mr. Speaker, due to weather
delays, | was unable to participate in the fol-
lowing vote. If | had been present, | would
have voted as follows:

September 25, 2000, rollcall vote 478, on
recognizing the 25th anniversary of the enact-
ment of the Education for All Handicapped
Children Act of 1975, | would have voted
“yea.”

SERBIA DEMOCRATIZATION ACT
OF 2000

SPEECH OF

HON. MARSHALL “MARK” SANFORD

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 25, 2000

Mr. SANFORD. Mr. Speaker, | rise to sup-
port of H.R. 1064, The Serbia Montenegro De-
mocracy Act of 1999. In April of last year, | of-
fered a bill containing many of the same provi-
sions of Mr. Smith’s bill with the belief that we
needed to come up with some alternative
strategy, in dealing with Milosevic and the situ-
ation in the Balkans.

In wake of the alleged fraud during yester-
day’s election, | believe it is as important now
as it was last April that we begin focusing on
what we are doing in the former Yugoslavia.
What this bill attempts to do is look towards
the future of the region, and | believe begs a
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larger point of what are we doing in that part
of the world.

For starters, look at the cost of our military
operations in Kosovo, such as Noble Anvil,
Joint Guardian, Balkan Call, Eagle Eye, Sus-
tained Hope, Task Force Hawk thus far these
programs have totaled over $5 billion. Then
add in the cost in Bosnia, roughly $8.95 bil-
lion. Lastly, add in other missions in the Bal-
kans and the total amount of United States
taxpayers money spent in the region since
1991 comes to $15.7 billion. | have to ask the
question, where does it end?

We still have troops in Bosnia and Kosovo,
despite promises to bring them home. If we
have not begun to find some kind of alter-
native to our current strategy in Montenegro,
history will repeat itself. The U.S. has already
made commitment after commitment in the
Balkans and a break away Montenegro would
probably be no different.

So | would applaud Mr. Smith’s leadership
for incorporating my bill into today’s legislation.
I would hope that this and future administra-
tions come up with some kind of strategy
other than sending troops and bombs through
the sky with the Balkans, because that seems
to be our current strategy. | think that this bill
is a more effective and efficient alternative.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. LUIS V. GUTIERREZ

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 27, 2000

Mr. GUTIERREZ. Mr. Speaker, | was un-
avoidably absent from this Chamber on Mon-
day, July 25, 2000 when rollcall vote No. 487
was cast and on Tuesday, July 26, 2000 when
rolicall vote No. 493 was cast. Had | been
present in this Chamber at the time these
votes were cast, | would have voted “yes” on
each of them.

IN HONOR OF ADAM VENESKI,
PRESIDENT OF THE PEOPLE’S
FIREHOUSE OF WILLIAMSBURG,
BROOKLYN

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 27, 2000

Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today with my colleague NyDIA
VELAZQUEZ, to pay special tribute to Adam
Veneski, the President of The People’s Fire-
house and a pillar of the Northern Brooklyn
community, who recently passed away.

Mr. Veneski, who in early 1975 was a well-
liked neighborhood grocer in Williamsburg,
Brooklyn, suddenly became a passionate polit-
ical activist after his neighborhood firehouse,
Engine 212, was closed as a result of the
Mayor Abe Beame'’s financial cutbacks. Disillu-
sioned by the excessive number of firehouse
closings and concerned for the safety of his
neighbors, Mr. Veneski organized a campaign
against the city government aimed at changing
the Mayor’s mind. Mr. Veneski, using every re-
source he had, however limited, strove to-
wards achieving a single, meaningful goal—to
save Engine 212.
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Conceiving one of New York City’s most
memorable acts of civil disobedience, Mr.
Veneski encouraged neighbors to sleep in the
firehouse on round-the-clock shifts for nearly
eighteen months while holding the fire truck
hostage as a direct message to the city to
keep North Brooklyn's firehouse open. When
the Mayor ordered his opposition removed, a
deputy fire chief said, “We’re not going to re-
move them, it's the people’s firehouse.” The
name has stuck around since—and so has
Adam Veneski.

Mr. Veneski's goal was not only achieved
through his public protests, but it was also re-
alized as a result of his relentless research
into facts that exhibited the necessity of pre-
serving Engine 212. Mr. Veneski became an
expert on fire-related injuries in his neighbor-
hood, pointing out that eight fire-related deaths
had occurred during the eighteen months En-
gine 212 was closed. As a result of the valiant
efforts of Mr. Veneski and his neighbors, En-
gine 212, now known as the People’s Fire-
house, was reopened and the alarming in-
crease in fire deaths in Williamsburg strongly
reduced.

Mr. Veneski, fresh from his triumphal suc-
cess as a community activist and invigorated
by his role in helping the community, contin-
ued to serve his North Brooklyn neighborhood.
After Engine 212 was reopened as a fully
operational fire station, Mr. Veneski and his
united neighbors formed a community assist-
ance program, the People’s Firehouse, Inc.
(PFI). PFI provides legal outreach and medi-
ation services, language education specialists,
and housing development assistance to the
residents of North Brooklyn. The People’s
Firehouse is celebrating its twenty-fifth year of
public service this year and owes it success to
a kind and personable grocer from Williams-
burg Brooklyn—Adam Veneski.

From simple beginnings and with few re-
sources, Mr. Veneski pioneered a movement
that not only assisted in the improvement of
the lives of those in his community, but
through the preservation of the People’s Fire-
house and his dogged determination, saved
many of those lives as well. North Brooklyn
lost a tenacious advocate with the death of
Adam Veneski. He will be sorely missed.

HONORING GEORGE H. WELDON,
SR.

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 27, 2000

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor and congratulate a long-time constituent
of the 15th Congressional District of New York
and certainly a very dear friend, George H.
Weldon, Sr.

On September 28, 2000, George Weldon
will receive the Tenth Annual Samuel DeWitt
Proctor Phoenix Award from the Abyssinian
Development Corporation which is a com-
prehensive community development and
human services organization serving the Har-
lem community.

George Weldon is one of Harlem's leading
businessmen. He has operated the George H.
Weldon Funeral Home, Inc., a well-respected
family owned funeral business located in Har-
lem, for over forty years.
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