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all barriers. It also proves that law never
bends before justice on the land of Sri Guru
Nanak Dev, Sri Guru Teg Bahadar and Sri
Guru Gobind Singh.

Why Sukhbir Singh Osan’s result/degree of
LL.B. course is being withheld by the Panjab
University for the past about seven years is
a apathetic story because he in the capacity
of a journalist tried to expose corruption,
high-handedness and other irregularities at
different levels in the University affairs
through his dispatches in a leading daily
during 1991.

Narrating chronology of his ‘ordeal’
Sukhbir Singh Osan in a writ petition filed
by him ‘‘in-person’’ in the Punjab and
Haryana High Court has said that in August,
1990 he was granted admission in LL.B.
course under the Riot affected (November,
1984) category in the Department of Laws,
Panjab University, Chandigarh. Being a jour-
nalist he in good faith published certain
news items pertaining to nefarious activities
including corruption, high-handedness,
moral turpitude and other irregularities at
different levels in the university affairs.
Smitten by a news-item, Sukhbir Singh was
asked by Dr. R.K. Bangia, Prof. & Chairman,
Department of Laws in a written commu-
nication on May 29, 1991 ‘to furnish some au-
thentic proof as evidence of the facts as stat-
ed by you’’ in the news-item ‘‘Teen Hazaar
Mein Uttirne Karva Date Hain Kanoon Ki
Pariksha’’ otherwise strict action would be
taken against him. On September 30, 1991 in
an arbitrary and illegal manner his admis-
sion was cancelled when he was studying in
the 3rd semester of the LL.B. course, since
Dr. J.M. Jairath, Dr. R.K. Bangia and Dr.
R.S. Grewal were got annoyed due to news
reports filed by S.S. Osan. Sukhbir Singh
Osan approached the Punjah & Haryana High
Court against the Panjab University, but the
High Court relegate him for his remedy to
Civil Court. The Civil Court of Chandigarh
after four years of hectic activities of exam-
ining evidence and witnesses termed the ad-
mission of Sukhbir Singh Osan as genuine
and according to law. The judge in his 27
page order also declared Sukhbir Singh Osan
as ‘November 84 riot victim’. It was perhaps
the first ever case in the history of India and
Indian judiciary, that a riot victim was
asked to prove that he is a ‘November 1984
Riot affected person’ and Sukhbir Singh
Osan has proved the same in the civil court.
Here it is pertinent to mention that Sukhbir
Singh Osan along with his family migrated
from Madhya Pradesh to Punjab in the year
1985 after November 1984 anti-Sikh riot
which broke through out India after the as-
sassination of the then Indian premier Indira
Gandhi. Such was the agony of Sukhbir
Singh Osan that he has to recall all those
days, which his family has suffered during
1984.

The miserable plight of Sukhbir Singh
Osan proves that in India law and judiciary
are not meant for those who obey them but
are subservient to those who outrage the
modesty of the very concept of law & justice
and that too, in connivance of those who are
considered to be the custodian of law & jus-
tice. Will the law of India be able to punish
those who have ruined the life of Sukhbir
Singh Osan? Whither Indian Judiciary?
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Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to

pay homage to a veteran political leader of our

9th Congressional District. Arthur Wilkowski,
former state legislator and judge, passed from
this life on November 30, 1999 at the age of
70 years.

After teaching for many years and eventu-
ally earning a law degree from the University
of Toledo in 1959, Art began his foray into pol-
itics the hard way. He ran unsuccessfully for
state representative in 1960 and Toledo City
Council in 1963. In 1969, after gaining ap-
pointment to the Ohio House Representatives
he battled his way to re-election, and held the
position until his resignation in 1983. Through-
out his tenure in the Ohio General Assembly,
and later during brief stints as a federal judge
and magistrate, Art was widely regarded as
among the finest of orators and his speeches
were well known. Former colleague Barney
Quilter, Speaker Pro Tempore, recalled ‘‘When
he spoke on the floor of the House, everybody
listened. They knew they would know more
than when the speech started.’’ Current Ohio
House Minority Leader Jack Ford ‘‘was in awe
of the former legislator’s talent’’ though he did
not serve with him. ‘‘He would do everything
from a little Shakespeare to language from the
Founding Fathers,’’ Representative Ford said.

Art Wilkowski championed causes near and
dear to him, regardless of controversy or pop-
ularity. He worked tirelessly on many different
issues, but was most devoted to the creation
of the Ohio Civilian Conservation Corp and the
development of a high-speed passenger rail
system. In his tribute to Art, Mr. Quilter noted,
‘‘He took his ideas and turned them into law
in Columbus. He was probably the brightest
person I knew in the legislature.’’ Perhaps the
highest praise comes from long-time con-
sumer advocate and community leader Mike
Ferner who commented, ‘‘He was uncom-
monly courageous. A lot of people will remark
on his oratorical skills, but to me, his courage
and integrity were more significant.’’

Choosing to resign from the Ohio General
Assembly in July of 1983, Art wrote that ‘‘pub-
lic service was the fulfillment of all my boy-
hood dreams and aspirations, as such related
to a productive life.’’ Though his presence and
skill were sorely missed in the Ohio House of
Representatives, he was able to resume his
law practice in Toledo’s Polish Village taking
on more legal work on behalf of clients who
could not pay a cent for his brilliant work,
serve an appointment to the 6th District Court
of Appeals, and write. He was serving on the
Lucas County Probate Court as Magistrate at
the time of his death.

Art Wilkowski was genuine and generous,
and a man committed to his ideals. He will be
missed not only by his family, but our commu-
nity as well. We offer our heartfelt condo-
lences to his children Kathy, Craig, and Keith,
grandchildren, and sisters Helen, Wanda, and
Olga. May fond memories of the precious gift
of Art’s life sustain them.
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Mr. COLLINS. Mr. Speaker, since the early

days of this century, it has been Federal policy

to insure a proper, dignified burial for veterans
who are qualified to receive a VA pension or
compensation. Today, I will introduce legisla-
tion to insure that after years of inadequate
support this policy is actually implemented.

Ever since veterans were first provided with
a burial allowance following World War I, the
benefit has been slowly eroding. If the original
allowance were adjusted for inflation, the $100
World War I benefit would total over $1,000
today. The $150 benefit provided after World
War II would total over $850 today. The $300
benefit that has been provided since 1978, the
last time the benefit was increased, would
total over $700 today if it were adjusted for in-
flation. Today, however, veterans’ families re-
ceive exactly what they would have received
22 years ago—$300—a fraction of the cost of
even the most basic memorial. Our veterans
deserve better.

The Veterans Burial Benefits Improvement
Act enhances the current, insufficient burial al-
lowance, providing $1,000 to each qualified
veteran. This brings the benefit in line with
Congress’ original intent—allowing veterans’
families to provide our soldiers, sailors, air-
men, and Marines with dignity in death. I urge
my colleagues to join me in this effort by co-
sponsoring this important initiative.

f

INTRODUCTION OF H.R. 3670

HON. JAMES L. OBERSTAR
OF MINNESOTA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 16, 2000

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Speaker, today, I am
introducing legislation to enhance the protec-
tion of the Great Lakes, and to begin the
cleanup of our industrial legacy. My bill will re-
authorize the Great Lakes Program of the En-
vironmental Protection Agency, significantly in-
creasing the authorization for this highly suc-
cessful program, and authorize the funding for
cleanup of contaminated Areas of Concern as
provided in the President’s budget.

The Great Lakes are the Nation’s largest
fresh water resource and the largest system of
fresh water on Earth, containing nearly 20 per-
cent of the world supply. The Great Lakes
contain 5,500 cubic miles of water and cover
94,000 square miles. Only the polar ice caps
contain more fresh water.

Great Lakes Basin is of critical importance
to the economy of two nations. The Basin is
home to more than one-tenth of the U.S. pop-
ulation, and one-quarter of the Canadian pop-
ulation. One of the world’s largest concentra-
tions of economic capacity is located in the
Basin—some one-fifth of U.S. industrial jobs
and one-quarter of Canadian agricultural pro-
duction.

Notwithstanding the immense size of the
Lakes, outflows from the Lakes are less than
1 percent per year. When pollutants enter the
lakes by pipe, as wet weather runoff, or as air
deposition, they are retained in the system
and become more concentrated with time.
They settle in the sediments, and accumulate
in the food chain.

We may have restored certain fisheries,
such as walleyes in Lake Erie, but these fish
still bear the burden of pollution and contami-
nation sediments. Fish continue to be found
with cancers and sores and high levels of
PCBs and dioxin. If you eat fish once a week
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and live within 20 miles of one of the Great
Lakes, you are likely to have 440 parts per bil-
lion PCBs in your body. That is more than 20
times higher than people living elsewhere in
America and not exposed to Great Lakes fish.

It is past time that we aggressively clean up
the persistent pollution captured in the sedi-
ments of the Great Lakes. The 1987 amend-
ments to the Clean Water Act established the
Great Lakes National Program Office and
called for a demonstration project for the re-
moval of toxic pollutants from sediments. The
Great Lakes Critical Programs Act of 1990 re-
quired the establishment and implementation
of Great Lakes water quality guidance. Now
we should permanently address the problem
of contaminated sediment.

The United States and Canada have jointly
identified 43 Areas of Concern in the Great
Lakes. Thirty-one of these fall wholly or partly
in U.S. waters. Even though over 1.3 million
cubic yards of contaminated sediments have
been remediated over the past 3 years, the
challenge is so great that remediation is not
complete at any U.S. Area of Concern.

The bill I am introducing today, in support of
the President’s budget proposal, represents a
dramatic increase in support for Great Lakes’
states and communities. This bill will:

Reauthorize the Great Lakes Program at
$40 million annually for 2001–2005.

Authorize $50 million annually for 2001–
2005 for projects to improve water quality at
Areas of Concern in the Great Lakes. The fed-
eral share would be 60%.

Amend the current Great Lakes Program to
authorize projects to improve degraded fresh
water estuary habitat. The federal share would
be 65%.

I will be working toward the swift enactment
of this legislation, and I urge all of my col-
leagues to join me in protecting this precious
fresh water resource.
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Ms. BERKLEY. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
take a moment to recognize a man who has
dedicated his life to public service in the com-
munity.

G. Thomas Miller, married 33 years to his
wife, Carmen, and has four grown children, is
a devoted family man who has been recog-
nized time and again for his outstanding
achievements and service. Inspired by his
Catholic faith, he has made a positive dif-
ference in the lives of literally thousands of
people.

Tom began his service to the community 31
years ago with the Catholic Community Serv-
ices of Nevada, now known as Catholic Char-
ities. For twenty-three of his years at Catholic
Charities, Tom worked as the Executive Direc-
tor. Tom began the Meals and Wheels pro-
gram, and initiated several other senior pro-
grams and youth programs, such as the Holy
Family and Henderson Day Care Centers, and
the Sunrise Boy Ranch.

In addition to his post at Catholic Charities,
Tom committed his time to various groups
such as the Knights of Columbus #2828, Las
Vegas Rotary Club, and as a lector for St.

Ann’e Catholic Church, to name only a few.
Tom’s dedication and devotion to the commu-
nity was evident in positions he assumed as a
Board Member of National Catholic Charities,
and of St. Rose Dominican Hospital. Tom has
also been appointed to state-wide commis-
sions by three Nevada Governors.

Tom has attributed his work and successes
to the late Monsignor Charles Shallow, who
encouraged him to come and work for Catho-
lic Charities in Las Vegas.

Tom’s most recent honor was bestowed
upon him by the Holy Father, Pope John Paul
II, who offered Tom an apostolic papal bless-
ing for all of his good works and deeds for the
poor and youth of America.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring a great Nevadan and a great
American, Tom Miller, for his commitment to
our communities, and his ability to spread
peace and kindness through service to the
community.
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Mrs. NAPOLITANO. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize the outstanding achieve-
ments of Coach Marijon Ancich. It may come
as no surprise to the students and faculty at
St. Paul High School in Santa Fe Springs,
California, nor in fact, to those in the entire
southland who follow high school sports, that
one of their own has won the NFL/KABC High
School Coach of the Year Award. This award
is given to the high school coach who best ex-
emplifies the meaning of sports and who goes
above and beyond the call of duty. That only
begins to describe the life and career of this
year’s most deserving recipient.

At age five, during the height of World War
II, Marijon Ancich fled Yugoslavia with his
mother and brother to escape the advancing
German army. They arrived in New York, but
it would be seven years later that his family
moved and eventually settled in Southern Cali-
fornia. Little did the twelve-year-old Marijon
know that he would someday, touch the lives
of thousands of young men. Believing in
sports as more than just a game, Coach
Ancich instilled in his players a set of values
and ethics that would help prepare them for
the world. Over a hundred of his players have
become coaches around the country and he
has helped over two hundred students win
athletic scholarships that enabled them to at-
tend some of the most prestigious universities
in America.

In his 37 years as a dedicated football
coach, Marijon Ancich has brought home three
California Interscholastic Federation cham-
pionships, and his record of over 300 wins
makes him one of only two coaches to have
reached that milestone in the history of Cali-
fornia high school football. For those who
know Coach Marijon Ancich, this award is long
over due. But to say that this latest accolade
is the culmination of all his hard work would
be a disservice. For the people of St. Paul
High School know there is more to the coach
than the awards on his mantle. To them, he is
a man who is active in the community, a man

devoted to his beautiful wife Jacquie, and fa-
ther to seven wonderful children. He is one of
their own: a man who truly exemplifies the
very finest traditions and values of the Amer-
ican family and the American sportsman.

It is with deep respect for his many out-
standing achievements and the tremendous
contributions he has made to countless young
people throughout his illustrious career that I
commend him and thank him on the floor of
the House of Representatives and further ex-
tend our warmest wishes to him and his fine
family for every continued happiness and suc-
cess.
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Mr. WEXLER. Mr. Speaker, recently, the
world’s oldest democracy, the United States,
and the world’s largest democracy, India, joint-
ly agreed to work together to fight a common
enemy—international terrorism. The agree-
ment between our nation and India is a rec-
ognition that terrorism is a worldwide threat
that singles out those nations who have con-
sistently followed the democratic path. It is
also recognition that we face a common foe—
Osama bin Laden.

The joint agreement to work together rep-
resents not only a combining of effort but rep-
resents as well as new area of cooperation
between our two nations. This agreement
builds on the strong relations existing between
the United States and India.

Just last week here in Washington, the first
tangible expression of the joint agreement be-
came evident. Representatives from the two
countries held their first meeting as part of the
Joint Working Group on Terrorism (JWG)
under the leadership of the Department of
State and India’s Ministry of External Affairs.
Other organizations represented at the meet-
ing included the United States Department of
Justice, the Federal Bureau of Investigation,
India’s Home Ministry and its Intelligence Bu-
reau.

According to the JWG, the first joint action
is to apprehend and bring to trial the hijackers
of Indian Airlines Flight 814 who used inno-
cent civilians as bargaining chips to further
their terrorist ends. But the working group has
a larger agenda, eradicating terrorism and
those who sponsor or finance it.

I rise today, Mr. Speaker to applaud our
joint efforts with India. This is an initiative that
is long overdue. If their efforts result in suc-
cess, whether in the capture of the Indian Air-
lines hijackers, or in the reduction of terrorism
itself, the citizenry of our two democracies,
and the citizens of all the world’s democracies,
will be well served.
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Mr. BERRY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay trib-
ute to a man who is a dear friend of mine,
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