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THE LEON S. BENSON HOLOCAUST

STUDIES COLLECTION AT THE
SAN MATEO PUBLIC LIBRARY

HON. TOM LANTOS
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 21, 2000

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to the Leon S. Benson family and
others who have made the contributions to the
Leon S. Benson Holocaust Studies Collection
of the San Mateo Public Library. The official
dedication ceremony for this excellent collec-
tion will take place this Sunday, September
24, 2000, and I wanted to take a moment to
share with my colleagues some information
about this wonderful educational endeavor.

Leon S. Benson, like myself, was a survivor
of the Holocaust. After he passed away in
January of last year, his family embarked on
a fund-raising drive to create a permanent
Holocaust studies collection at the San Mateo
Public Library that would honor his legacy. I
am delighted that our library will have this col-
lection of books and multimedia reference ma-
terials.

Mr. Speaker, it is extremely important to
have this type of research facility at the San
Mateo Public Library. First and most impor-
tantly, it provides a resource for students of
San Mateo and neighboring communities. As
many of you are aware, California public
schools require High School students to study
the Holocaust, as well as the policies of Nazi
Germany that led up to it. The Benson collec-
tion provides an excellent local resource which
our students will put to good use when they to
do research for their assignments.

Second, the collection will be a valuable
asset to all who visit the San Mateo Public Li-
brary. I would hope that the Leon S. Benson
Holocaust collection is utilized, not just by stu-
dents, but by others who need to know of this
dark period in the history of mankind. Only
through education and awareness can we
confront anti-Semitism, racism, xenophobia
and bigotry and work to eradicate them.

One of the major problems facing Holocaust
historians in this country, as well as the rest
of the world, is the fact that people who lived
through the atrocities, people like Mr. Benson,
are passing on, and their first-hand knowledge
of the Shoah passes with them. Preserving
the history of that dark era of humanity is a
critical necessity. Mr. Speaker, I can think of
no better way to honor the legacy of a survivor
of the Holocaust than in the manner which
Leon Benson’s family have chosen to honor
him.
f

CHILDHOOD CANCER AWARENESS
MONTH

HON. RON PAUL
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 21, 2000

Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, because Sep-
tember is Childhood Cancer Awareness Month
this is an excellent time to reflect on the prob-
lems faced by working parents struggling to
meet the needs of a child stricken with cancer.
I am sure that all would agree that there are
few Americans more in need of tax relief than

families forced to devote every available re-
source to caring for a child with a terminal ill-
ness such as cancer. This is why I have intro-
duced the Family Health Tax Cut Act (H.R.
4799). This legislation provides a $3,000 tax
credit to parents caring for a child with cancer,
another terminal disease, or any other serious
health condition requiring long-term care. H.R.
4799 also helps all working parents provide
routine health care for their children by pro-
viding them with a $500 per child tax credit.

The bill will be particularly helpful to those
parents whose employers cannot afford to pro-
vide their employees’ health insurance. Often-
times those employees work in low-income
jobs and thus must struggle to provide ade-
quate health care for their children. This bur-
den is magnified when the child needs special
care to cope with cancer or a physical dis-
ability. Yet, thanks to Congress’ refusal to
grant individuals the same tax breaks for
health-care expenses it grants businesses,
these hard-working parents receive little or no
tax relief to help them cope with the tremen-
dous expenses of caring for a child requiring
for a child requiring long-term or specialized
care.

According to research on the effects of this
bill done by my staff and legislative counsel,
the benefit of these tax credits would begin to
be felt by joint filers with incomes slightly
above 18,000 dollars a year or single income
filers with incomes slightly above 15,000 dol-
lars per year. Clearly this bill will be of the
most benefit to working families balancing the
demands of taxation with the needs of their
children.

Under the Family Health Tax Cut Act, a
struggling single mother with an asthmatic
child would at last be able to provide for her
child’s needs; while a working-class family will
have less worry about how they will pay the
bills if one of their children requires lengthy
hospitalization or some other form of special-
ized care.

Mr. Speaker, it is tough enough for working
families to cope with a child with a serious ill-
ness without having to sacrifice resources that
should be used for the care of that child to the
federal government. It is hard to think of a
more compassionate action this Congress can
take than to reduce taxes on America’s par-
ents in order to allow them to help provide
quality health care to their children. I therefore
call on my colleagues to join me in helping
working parents provide health care to their
children by cosponsoring H.R. 4799, the Fam-
ily Health Tax Cut Act.
f

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. XAVIER BECERRA
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 21, 2000

Mr. BECERRA. Mr. Speaker, on September
14, 2000, I was detained with business in my
District, and therefore unable to cast my votes
on rollcall numbers 472 through 476. Had I
been present for the votes, I would have voted
‘‘aye’’;’’ on rollcall vote 475, and ‘‘no’’ on roll-
call votes 472, 473, 474 and 476.

Mr. Speaker, I am unable to support the
Conference Report for H.R. 4516, the Legisla-
tive Branch Appropriations for F.Y. 2001, be-
cause it bypassed the normal appropriations

process. Moreover, this legislation raises
Members’ salaries while falling half a million
dollars short of the Administration’s budget to
fund more important priorities of the American
people. However, there are several provisions
in the report which I strongly support. I ap-
plaud the conferees for fully funding the Ad-
ministration’s law enforcement initiatives, in-
cluding a proposal to add 600 AFT agents to
more fully enforce existing gun laws. In addi-
tion, I strongly support the provision which
would repeal the 3 percent telephone excise
tax that was levied as a luxury tax over 100
years ago to fund the Spanish American War.
Finally, the $258 million for the U.S. Customs
Department’s automation program in the legis-
lation is critical, and I am pleased the con-
ferees recognized its importance. I look for-
ward to enacting these measures in a bill that
better funds other needed priorities, which is
arrived at through a more thorough discussion
between Members of Congress.
f

INTRODUCTION OF THE HEREDI-
TARY DISORDERS NEWBORN
SCREENING ACT OF 2000

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR.
OF NEW JERSEY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 21, 2000
Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, there is no uni-

form federal standard for screening newborn
infants for hereditary disorders. Currently,
states decide for themselves on an individual
basis the types of disorders for which
newborns are screened. As a result of this
piecemeal approach, a haphazard system pre-
vails under which detectable disorders—dis-
orders that can profoundly affect the health of
an infant for life—may or may not be found
early enough to make a difference depending
on the state in which a newborn lives. If a
newborn lives in a state that happens not to
screen for a particular disorder, the failure to
screen could result in a tragic outcome that
might have been different had the infant sim-
ply lived in another state. This system essen-
tially subjects newborns with detectable dis-
orders to a game of ‘‘Russian Roulette’’.

Last month, the Newborn Screening Task
Force, which was convened by the American
Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) at the request of
the Health Resources and Services Adminis-
tration, published a report on newborn screen-
ing in the AAP journal Pediatrics. Among the
report’s recommendations is a call to ‘‘adhere
to nationally recognized recommendations and
standards for the validity of tests.’’ ‘‘State new-
born screening systems’’ the Task Force ob-
served ‘‘have a responsibility to review the ap-
propriateness of existing tests [and] tests for
additional conditions.’’ In other words, the
Task Force is calling on the states to eliminate
the disparities that exist in newborn screening
by expanding their programs to test for a com-
mon set of core disorders.

Achieving this goal is no small task for the
states. The technology for screening, which
continues to advance at a rapid pace, is ex-
tremely expensive, and there needs to be a
more coordinated system for developing and
implementing an expanded newborn screening
program. The federal government can and
should assist in creating this system.

Today I am introducing legislation that will
work towards eliminating the disparities that
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exist between states and improving the new-
born screening system. The Hereditary Dis-
orders Newborn Screening Act of 2000 will es-
tablish a grant program for the states to be
administered by the Health Resources and
Services Administration to achieve this and
other important related goals in an effort to
strengthen our nation’s newborn screening
system.

I urge all of my colleagues to join me in
eliminating these testing disparities and the
preventable tragedies they produce by co-
sponsoring the Hereditary Disorders Newborn
Screening Act of 2000.
f

INTRODUCTION OF THE YOUNGER
AMERICANS ACT

HON. GEORGE MILLER
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 21, 2000
Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Mr.

Speaker, I am pleased today to introduce,
along with my colleagues Mrs. ROUKEMA, Mr.
FROST, and Mr. GILMAN, the Younger Ameri-
cans Act. This is landmark legislation that will
dramatically increase after-school opportuni-
ties for young children and teenagers by pro-
viding them with adult mentors, education,
sports, and volunteer activities.

As any parent or teacher knows, the best
way to keep kids out of trouble and help them
learn and grow is to keep them busy and give
them opportunity. Today’s bill is an historic op-
portunity to dramatically expand safe and ex-
citing programs for children and youth after
school, a time when too many kids suffer from
a lack of activity and adult supervision. A re-
cent Urban institute study found that one in
five young people age 6–12 are left without
adult supervision after school and before their
parents come home from work, a critical pe-
riod during the day to keep youth both posi-
tively engaged and out of trouble.

Thirty-five years ago, Congress made a de-
cision to help seniors and passed the Older
Americans Act. In doing so, Congress
launched a series of highly effective local ef-
forts that have improved and enriched the
lives of our nation’s elderly. It helped pay for
senior centers, Meals on Wheels, and commu-
nity service programs like Green Thumb.

For too long, however, Congress has ig-
nored the needs of our nation’s young people.
It has failed to make the issues of young peo-
ple a priority and has failed to make an ade-
quate investment in their development and
well-being.

Our new bill attempts to correct that over-
sight. Today, we seek to repeat the success of
the Older Americans Act by funding a national
network of high-quality programs tailored to
the particular challenges faced by youth today.

Too often, we find that public programs for
young people focus on the problems of youth
and promote piecemeal policies that seek to
redress negative behaviors like juvenile delin-
quency or teen pregnancy.

But the evidence shows that the most prom-
ising approaches are those that foster positive
youth development, build social and emotional
competence, and link young people with adult
mentors. This is the future of youth social pro-
grams in the 21st century and it is an ap-
proach we seek to advance through this legis-
lation.

The Younger Americans Act will help coordi-
nate and fund youth-mentoring, community
service through volunteerism, structured aca-
demic and recreational opportunities, and
other activities aimed at fostering the positive
educational and social development of teens
and pre-teens.

Under the bill, the federal government would
distribute funds by formula to community
boards that would oversee the planning, oper-
ation, and evaluation of local programs. Fund-
ing for local programs in the initial year would
be $500 million, and would rise to $2 billion in
2005, in addition to matching funds provided
by local and state governments and the pri-
vate sector.

To qualify, each local program would be re-
quired to adopt a comprehensive and coordi-
nated system of youth programs with the fol-
lowing five general components: ongoing rela-
tionships with caring adults; safe places with
structured activities; access to services that
promote healthy lifestyles, including those de-
signed to improve physical and mental health;
opportunities to acquire marketable skills and
competencies; and, opportunities for commu-
nity service and civic participation.

Thirty percent of funds would be targeted to
youth programs that address specific, urgent
areas of need such as youth in correctional fa-
cilities and situations where youth are at high
risk due to neglect or abuse.

The bill has a vast national coalition of sup-
porters including former Joint Chiefs of Staff
Chairman Colin Powell, the Boys & Girls
Clubs of America, Big Brothers/Big Sisters, the
National Urban League, America’s Promise,
the Child Welfare Leagues of America, United
Way, the National Mental Health Association,
and others.

I want to thank all of members of the coali-
tion behind this bill for bringing us together. I
applaud their work on this legislation and the
work that they do every day in each of our
local communities.

I want to express special appreciation to all
of the young people from these associations,
who have rightly played such a key role in
drafting and advocating for this legislation.

Congress has enacted many worthwhile
programs to help young people. But the bill we
are introducing today has a different message.
Our bill responds to the tremendous desire of
young people to have the greatest opportunity
possible to be active, creative, and productive
citizens in our society, rather than receiving
society’s help only after they are in trouble.
Kids are asking to be given a chance to make
a difference in their own lives. We are saying
today that that is exactly what Congress can
and should do.

I am confident we can make that happen. I
look forward to working with my colleagues to
pass this legislation.
f

HONORING THE 352ND FIGHTER
GROUP, THE BLUE NOSED BAS-
TARDS OF BOSNEY

HON. MICHAEL BILIRAKIS
OF FLORIDA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 21, 2000

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, today I recog-
nize a special group of World War II veterans.

The 352nd fighter group, known as the Blue
Nosed Bastards of Bosney, was named for the

farm land where they were based and the
bright blue paint on the cowling of each of
their P–51 Mustangs. The primary purpose of
the fighter group was to escort bombers
across the English Channel to France and
Germany (and eventually Berlin) where they
bombed the Germans relentlessly. Once the
bombers had completed their missions and re-
turned to base, the 352nd would attack var-
ious military targets before returning home.
The fighter group also participated in D–Day
by neutralizing the German Air Force before
the invasion and then providing cover for the
Allies during the invasion.

Since the end of World War II, the brave
men of the 352nd fighter group have reunited
every year somewhere in the United States.
This year will be their 50th reunion which is
being held in Richmond, Virginia. It will also
be their last reunion. This historic reunion was
brought to my attention by Howard Polin, a
corporal in the Army Aircorp, who served on
the ground crew with the 352nd fighter group
in England from December 7, 1942 until Feb-
ruary 4, 1946.

I want to take this opportunity to salute the
men of the 352nd fighter group. They, along
with the millions of young men and women
who served our country in uniform during
World War II, served side by side to restore
the peace and the freedom to those over-
whelmed by tyranny.

Americans of all religions, of all races, and
of diverse political philosophies, came together
on the battlefield and on the homefront, help-
ing to extinguish the flames of oppression and
the evil that infected mankind throughout the
world. America provided a beacon of hope in
a dark sea of despair.

We must never forget those brave men and
women who served in the war that changed
our future. Since they have returned home,
they have faithfully served this country with
dignity and with strengthened character. They
have all helped to create the single greatest
country on the face of the earth and have al-
tered, for the better, the future of mankind,
both at home and abroad.

America can never fully repay her veterans.
However, we can honor these courageous in-
dividuals by treasuring the freedom they pre-
served.

Mr. Speaker, the men of the 352nd fighter
group all answered the call to duty when their
country needed them. They are true American
heroes.
f

CONGRATULATING PORTER-
STARKE SERVICES

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY
OF INDIANA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 21, 2000
Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is my dis-

tinct pleasure to congratulate Porter-Starke
Services, located in Porter County, Indiana, as
it celebrates its 25th anniversary this Friday,
September 22, 2000. Porter-Starke Services
will commemorate its 25 years of dedicated
service to the community of Northwest Indiana
in a gala celebration entitled ‘‘A Silver Lining,’’
to be held at the Porter County Expo Center
in Valparaiso, Indiana. The celebration will
serve as an opportunity for Porter-Starke to
reaffirm its commitment to excellence in men-
tal health services for individuals in
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