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fighting City Hall for ten years, Ken Lassen,
Louis’ grandson, agreed to move the lunch-
eonette to its present Crown Street location.
To help with the reconstruction, patrons do-
nated bricks for the new walls. Today, as he
takes you on the ‘‘tour of the walls’’, Ken re-
counts each brick’s unique story and can point
to stones from Rome’s Colosseum, paving
bricks from Lisbon, Portugal, even a chunk of
rock from the Church of the Holy Sepulchre in
Jerusalem. Designated an historic landmark in
1967, it was with great pride that I nominated
Louis’ Lunch as a part of the Library of Con-
gress’ ‘‘Local Legacies’’ project earlier this
year. The Lassens and the community of New
Haven shared unparalleled excitement when
the Library of Congress named Louis’ Lunch a
‘‘Connecticut Legacy’’—-nothing could be
more true.

The Lassen family has left an indelible mark
on our community’s history—and our country’s
history. I know the New Haven community will
join me as I stand today to extend my heartfelt
congratulations to Ken Lassen and his family
on the 105th anniversary of Louis’ Lunch. My
best wishes for another century of success.
f

IN CELEBRATION OF THE 65TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF SOCIAL SECU-
RITY

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH
OF OHIO
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Thursday, July 27, 2000
Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to

celebrate a great day in our nation’s history.
On August 14, 1935, President Franklin Dela-
no Roosevelt signed into law the historical So-
cial Security Act. This law has been improving
Americans’ lives for sixty-five years, and I rec-
ognize the anniversary of its signing.

Social Security represents a sacred com-
pact between the generations that benefits
both seniors and younger members of our na-
tion. Senior citizens have earned the right to
these benefits from a lifetime of work. Social
Security has granted our elders the peace to
live independently and with dignity. In addition,
the great pressures placed on our younger
generations to support their elderly parents
are lessened because of America’s Social Se-
curity program.

Complementing retirement benefits, the So-
cial Security Administration also provides citi-
zens with disability, survivor, Medicare, and
family benefits. In fact, one in three social se-
curity beneficiaries is, in fact, not a retiree. As
a result, Social Security has grown into a fam-
ily protection plan which forms a base of eco-
nomic security in today’s society. In my view,
Social Security is the most successful federal
program in history.

As President Roosevelt explained upon
signing the Social Security Act, ‘‘this law . . .
represents a cornerstone in a structure which
is being built but is by no means complete.’’
As he predicted, the program has been
amended many times throughout the past
sixty-five years. With each change, the Social
Security Administration has extended its aid to
another group of needy Americans. Once
again, as Roosevelt foreshadowed, the law
has served to ‘‘take care of human needs and
at the same time provide the United States an
economic structure of vastly greater sound-
ness.’’

These social insurance programs have
blessed America with a reputation of pro-
tecting her citizens. As the Declaration of
Independence famously states, our govern-
ment has the responsibility to secure the rights
of life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. In
the past sixty-five years, the Social Security
Administration has been safeguarding these
rights for citizens who otherwise may easily be
overlooked. Our great nation has earned its
reputation for greatness in partial measure be-
cause of the accomplishments the Social Se-
curity Administration has achieved in the past
sixty-five years.

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate the Social Secu-
rity Administration, Congress, and the Amer-
ican people for their commitment to the social
security system. I look to the past and recog-
nize the magnitude of the Act’s effect; I look
to the future and envision the achievements
that are yet to come. I ask my colleagues to
join me in this celebration and recognize the
sixty-five years that Social Security has been
improving America.
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Mr. GARY MILLER of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise to congratulate Officer Brian Rose, of
the Montclair, California Police Department, for
earning the Montclair Chamber of Commerce
Officer of the Year Award for 1999.

Officer Rose began his law enforcement ca-
reer in 1993 with the Adelanto Police Depart-
ment. While in Adelanto, he served as a K–9
Officer on the HINET task force which tar-
geted drug transportation on the desert road-
ways.

In 1997, Officer Rose was hired by the
Montclair Police Department. Since his arrival,
he has been an outstanding law enforcement
officer. Last year, Officer Rose maintained a
stellar record of arrests, averaging over 14 ap-
prehensions each month. Many of these ar-
rests were felony drug charges which
stemmed from routine traffic stops. Officer
Rose also made over 20 DUI arrests, assisted
in the discovery of a methamphetamine lab in
the city, and aided in the investigation and ar-
rests on the charge of kidnapping for ransom.
A vehicle pursuit and stop conducted by Offi-
cer Rose resulted in the arrests of parolees,
the recovery of a firearm, drugs and over
$20,000 in drug monies. Most recently, he
stopped an out-of-state plated car which re-
sulted in the arrests for car theft and for a
murder warrant.

In addition to his work on the streets, Officer
Rose has been training to become an ‘‘Officer
in Charge’’ for his shift, as well as performing
the duties of a Field Training Officer. Officer
Rose serves as the Montclair Police Depart-
ment’s Drug Recognition Expert and trainer.

Officer Rose’s outstanding service to the
City of Montclair distinguishes him as a true
American hero, worthy of this Congress’
praise and gratitude.
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Mr. HORN. Mr. Speaker, today I honor and
recognize Mr. Carl L. Blum, on the announce-
ment of his retirement as a Deputy Director of
the Los Angeles County Department of Public
Works.

Carl has served the people of the County of
Los Angeles with nothing less than the utmost
integrity and professionalism. During his years
of service at the Los Angeles County Flood
Control District and Department of Public
Works, Carl demonstrated an unwavering
commitment to making Los Angeles County a
better—and safer—place to live.

After 21 years with the Los Angeles County
Flood Control District, Carl joined the Los An-
geles County Department of Public Works. In
the many capacities he has served in, Carl
has played a large part in the successful man-
agement of public works in the County. I want
to commend Carl in particular for his integral
role in working with local, State, and Federal
officials and members of the community to
construct the Los Angeles County Drainage
Area Project (LACDA). It is a testament to
Carl’s work—and that of other officials with
County and Corps of Engineers—that the
LACDA project has been one of the most suc-
cessful public projects in Los Angeles Coun-
ty’s history.

Mr. Speaker, I am saddened to see Carl re-
tire, but I want to congratulate him on his
many accomplishments and thank him for his
dedication to the people of Los Angeles Coun-
ty. I ask my colleagues to join me in wishing
Carl health and happiness in his future en-
deavors.
f
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Mr. DEMINT. Mr. Speaker, the journey of a
thousand miles begins with a single step. This
was true when our founding fathers decided to
pledge their lives, their fortunes, and their sa-
cred honor to secure freedom and democracy
in our country. It is also true of our work in
Congress, where even the most difficult tasks
must begin with a single step.

Today we are here to take the first-step on
an issue crucial to the American people and to
me—fundamental tax reform. My friend ROB
PORTMAN and I are introducing legislation cre-
ating a national commission on fundamental
tax reform and simplification. The Portman/
DeMint bill establishes a commission to study
tax reform. and report to Congress with find-
ings and recommendations, so we can go for-
ward.

A similar commission was passed as part of
my friend STEVE LARGENT’s bill which would
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sunset the Federal Tax Code and allow Con-
gress to debate a replacement. I am still hope-
ful the Senate will do the right thing and take
up that bill. However, it is becoming increas-
ingly clear that this is an issue that, if we hope
to make serious progress, we must have a se-
rious study. A serious and comprehensive re-
port to Congress and the President will allow
us to move forward on this issue with some
foundation.

The Tax Code has become so intrusive, it
invades the daily decisions of families and
businesses. I know this from my own experi-
ence in starting and running a small business,
as well as from raising a family. As Ameri-
cans, I know we can do better.

There is no question that fundamental tax
reform is desperately needed. The Federal
Tax Code is 7 million words long, a patchwork
maze of complexity and confusion. It is intru-
sive, invasive, and overly complex—as my
constituents continually remind me.

The majority of Americans now turn to tax
professionals to prepare their tax forms. This
is hard to believe, but it is true. Many have no
choice—they simply do not understand all the
tricks and traps. Unfortunately, many of these
same tax professionals are calling for tax re-
form and simplification as well. I have spoken
with accountants and tax professionals from
my district who have told me of their struggles
and uncertainty.

This is not just my district. In 1998, Money
Magazine asked 46 tax professionals to cal-
culate a hypothetical family’s tax responsibil-
ities. Not one got the correct answer, and no
two even got the same answer. When tax pro-
fessionals do not understand the Federal Tax
Code, what about American families?

There are exemptions you may never know
you qualified for, and deductions you forgot to
take. There are different rates, and different
dates by which you need to file different forms
to qualify for those rates. There are ways in
which money must be moved through a com-
plex series of traps to avoid paying maximum
taxes, and there are mine fields of forms you
may never have known existed, which you
needed to file last week to avoid the fine you
just received. And there are people who make
their living mapping out the maze and guiding
others through this code. I do not fault these
people—it is a good living, and they are only
dealing with something that we in Congress
created. But is this the best we can do? Is this
in keeping with a government of the people,
by the people, for the people?

The Internal Revenue Service, which is gen-
erally made up of honorable men and women,
has been given the task of managing this
monster. It takes 136,000 people to administer
our federal tax laws. The FBI employs less
than 30,000—and they combat terrorism.

Since 1986, there have been over 5400
modifications to the Tax Code—and it is still
not fixed.

We must return fairness and simplicity to
our federal tax policy. I recognize this will not
be an easy task, I know that some are com-
fortable with the way things are, but I believe
it is the right thing to do.

I believe we are most secure when we are
most free, and the complexity and confusion
of the federal tax code hinders our freedom. I
am convinced that we can do better.

The journey of a thousand miles begins with
a single step. When I came to Congress, I
came with a dream of increasing freedom for

people. In this, I continue to dream of a world
in which Americans live under a tax code that
is simple and fair, a code that makes sense.
To get there, it takes courage. To get there,
we must take the first step.

I invite my colleagues to cosponsor the
Portman/DeMint tax reform commission bill
and help us move forward on this issue in a
responsible way. We can get a handle on this
issue, and get a foothold to move forward with
fundamental tax reform. This is what the
American people have entrusted us to do, and
I ask for your help in securing the future for
our country.
f
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Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, the
Chief Minister of Kashmir, Farooq Abdullah,
recently called for greater autonomy for the
state of Kashmir. However, Abdullah is closely
allied with India’s ruling BJP, and the BJP
government firmly rejected the demand. Other
state leaders like Gurcharan Singh Tohra and
Simrangid Singh Mann asked Chief Badal to
pass a similar measure in the Punjab Assem-
bly.

Under India’s constitution, Kashmir was sup-
posed to have a special status, but India has
systematically chipped away at it. How would
Chief Minister Abdullah make sure that they
do not do so under his autonomy plan? The
Indian government has imposed President’s
Rule on Punjab nine times. How would
Punjabi leaders ensure that it would not hap-
pen again if Punjab has autonomy?

When India forcibly and illegally occupied
Kashmir, they promised that there would be a
plebiscite on Kashmir’s status. That promise
has not been kept. The Sikhs in Punjab were
promised ‘‘the glow of freedom’’ in Punjab.
That promise, too, has been broken. India pro-
claims its democratic principles loudly, but fails
to live up to them when the time comes.

Mr. Speaker, the book The Politics of Geno-
cide by Iderjit Singh Jaijee reports that the In-
dian government has murdered over 250,000
Sikhs since 1984, over 70,000 Kashmiri Mus-
lims, more than 200,000 Christians in
Nagalim, and thousands of others. According
to Amnesty International, thousands of inno-
cent civilians are being held as political pris-
oners. Christmas of 1998 unleashed a waive
of violence against Christians that has resulted
in church burnings and bombings, the murders
of priests and missionaries, and other atroc-
ities. Just recently, two extensive, independent
studies concluded that the Indian government
killed 35 Sikhs in Chithi Singhpora. Amnesty
International has also said that India is re-
sponsible. How is autonomy going to prevent
these things from happening?

America should support self-determination
for all the peoples and nations of South Asia.
We should act against the atrocities by cutting
off American aid against India until basic
human rights are enjoyed by all people within
its borders. We should declare India a terrorist
nation. And we should declare our support for
self-determination in South Asia by calling for

a free and fair plebiscite on the question of
independence. Not autonomy, but independ-
ence. That is the only solution, the only way
to bring true freedom to all the peoples and
nations of South Asia. If India is truly a de-
mocracy, why can’t it allow the people of
Kashmir to have the plebiscite fifty-two years
ago? Why can’t it allow the people of
Khalistan, Nagalim, and the other nations
seeking their freedom to vote on their status
the democratic way? Is that too much to ask
of democracy?
f
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Mr. WYNN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor a constituent and one of Capitol Hill’s
finest, Officer Moses Hart. Officer Hart was
appointed to the United States Capitol Police
Force on October 15, 1973. He will be retiring
on July 31, 2000, after almost 27 years of dis-
tinguished service. He has spent his entire ca-
reer assigned to the House Division of the
Capitol Police. For the past 10 years, he has
been assigned to the Ford House Office Build-
ing. Over these years, Moses has made a tre-
mendous difference in the lives of Members of
the House, Congressional staff, and visitors
from throughout the world.

I wish him well in his retirement and hope
he will take the time to enjoy fishing, one of
his favorite hobbies. In addition, I am sure he
will devote time to his number one love, bar-
bering. Moses has been a licensed barber for
more than 30 years.

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues join
me in extending our sincerest appreciation
and best wishes to Moses Hart upon his re-
tirement for the United States Capitol Police
Force.
f

NATIONAL UNDERGROUND
RAILROAD FREEDOM CENTER ACT

SPEECH OF
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Mr. HILL of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in strong support of H.R. 2919, the Na-
tional Underground Railroad Freedom Center
Act. As the Representative of a Southern Indi-
ana district that housed many ‘‘stops’’ on the
Underground Railroad, I am a co-sponsor of
this legislation to promote preservation and
public awareness of the Underground Railroad
and those who helped African American
slaves escape to freedom in the North.

As we all know, the Underground Railroad
was an informal system of transporting run-
away slaves to freedom in the North and Can-
ada. The ‘‘stations’’ of the Railroad were
homes of slavery’s staunchest opponents, and
the ‘‘conductors’’ took the fugitives at night to
the next station along the secret routes. The
brave individuals who took these runaway

VerDate 11<MAY>2000 04:40 Jul 29, 2000 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00025 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A27JY8.080 pfrm04 PsN: E27PT2


		Superintendent of Documents
	2022-10-19T21:22:24-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




