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Avon and the Citizen Patrol were not Mrs.

Isley’s only passions. She was also a member
of the Camarillo Christian Church and a volun-
teer for the American Red Cross for more than
20 years.

She was also a mother, grandmother and
great-grandmother.

Mr. Speaker, I know my colleagues will join
me in honoring the memory of Barbara Rose
Isley as a woman of strength and dedication
whose work will continue to have a positive ef-
fect on her community, her friends and her
family.
f

JUSTICE FOR VICTIMS OF
TERRORISM ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. JOSEPH M. HOEFFEL
OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 25, 2000

Mr. HOEFFEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise in sup-
port of H.R. 3485, the Justice for Victims of
Terrorism Act. This legislation strengthens fed-
eral laws designed to combat state sponsored
terrorism, and I am pleased that it is finally
coming before the entire House for a vote.

The United States justice system is the envy
of the world. We pride ourselves on affording
due process to all who come before the court
while simultaneously ensuring that no one is
above the law. Confidence in our judiciary is
the cornerstone of our democracy. Citizens
need to know that if they are harmed, the gov-
ernment will stand behind them. This con-
fidence is especially important when Ameri-
cans are abroad.

This principle was behind passage of the
1996 antiterrorism bill. The legislation gave
American citizens injured by an act of ter-
rorism the right to bring a private lawsuit
against the terrorist state responsible for the
act. Three years later Congress approved leg-
islation which allowed the attachment of as-
sets of terrorist states to satisfy judgements.
The President was given a waiver in that bill
which allowed him to block attachment of as-
sets if it was in the interest of national secu-
rity.

H.R. 3485 allows victims of terrorism to sat-
isfy judgements against foreign states by al-
lowing assets frozen by the U.S. to be subject
to attachment. The bill shields diplomatic prop-
erty from attachment, but does not protect any
property which has been used for any non-dip-
lomatic purpose including rental property.

This issue has special importance for me
because a native of Montgomery County,
Pennsylvania has been trying to achieve some
justice in this area of the law since his kidnap-
ping almost 15 years ago. Mr. Joseph Cicippio
was an employee at the American University
in Beirut. On September 12, 1986, he was kid-
napped by terrorists and held hostage for five
years under terrible conditions including
threats of death, physical violence and brutal
interrogation.

In 1997, Joseph Cicippio brought a suit
under the 1996 terrorism bill against the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran for his injuries. He re-
ceived a judgement for $20 million in the U.S.
District Court for the District of Columbia. Un-
fortunately, he has not received any portion of
this judgement. The Justice for Victims of Ter-
rorism Act would go a long way toward help-

ing Mr. Cicippio and other plaintiffs like him
who together have over $650 million in judge-
ments against Iran. This bill sends a signal
loud and clear that justice for U.S. citizens will
not stop at the water’s edge.
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FAMILY FARM SAFETY NET ACT

HON. EARL POMEROY
OF NORTH DAKOTA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 26, 2000

Mr. POMEROY. Mr. Speaker, today, I am
pleased to join Representative DAVID MINGE of
Minnesota in introducing the Family Farm
Safety Net Act. The Family Farm Safety Net
Act is designed to permanently extend the
availability of marketing assistance loans,
raise the loan rates of all commodities and
make the loan rates more equitable with each
other. This legislation, which is supported by
the National Farmers Union, the North Dakota
Farmers Union, and the National Barley Grow-
ers Association, will go a long way in providing
additional assistance to our nation’s family
farmers.

As we all know, our nation’s federal farm
policy has been a disaster, mostly because of
its removal of a price safety net to protect our
nation’s farmers in times of low prices and bad
weather. In many ways, the Northern Plains
and especially my home State of North Dakota
represents ground zero in the farm crisis, hav-
ing experienced the twin evils of production
loss caused by severe weather and rock-
bottom commodity prices.

In 1996 when Congress passed Freedom to
Farm, farm prices were at near record highs.
In 1996, wheat was $4.30 per bushel, soy-
beans were at $7.35 per bushel, and corn was
$2.71 per bushel. Total net farm income for
2000 is projected to be only $40.4 billion,
nearly $14 billion below what it was in 1996.
And, according to the University of Missouri’s
Food and Agricultural Policy Research Insti-
tute (FAPRI), by 2009, net farm income will
fall to $37 billion if the current farm program
is not changed. Moreover, in 2000, direct gov-
ernment payments through the form of Agricul-
tural Market Transition Act (AMTA) payments
and market loss assistance payments will be
more than $16 billion, nearly 40 percent of
total farm income.

I opposed this legislation because of my
fear of exactly what we are seeing now—the
abysmal collapse of commodity prices and the
lack of a safety net to protect farmers. At the
time, opposing Freedom to Farm was not a
politically popular position. Many believed that
the opponents were afraid of change and not
willing to allow the farmer to take advantage of
the free market. Today, 4 years after its pas-
sage, my fear has come true. Wheat is now
selling at $2.54 per bushel—a 40 percent drop
in price. Corn is now selling at $1.36 per
bushel—a 50 percent drop in price, and soy-
beans are now selling at $4.82—a 34 percent
drop in price.

Our legislation is quite simple. It raises the
loan rate levels of all commodities by making
the loan rates more equitable and extends the
lengths of the terms of the loan period from to
9 to 20 months. Our legislation restores a
price safety net by creating loan rates that are
more reflective of producers’ costs of produc-
tion and by providing producers with more

time to best determine when to sell their grain
in today’s volatile market.

Under our legislation the loan rate for
wheat, which is the largest commodity grown
in North Dakota, will be raised from $2.58 per
bushel to $3.40 per bushel. Through this in-
crease in the loan rate for wheat, North Dako-
ta’s family farmers will see an average of
nearly $19 per acre more in a loan deficiency
payment (LDP) for their wheat. And, if the
Family Farm Safety Net were law during the
1999 crop year, North Dakota wheat pro-
ducers would have received an additional
$200 million in LDPs.

This legislation makes the loan rates for all
the commodities more comparable to each
other. Under the current farm bill, the loan rate
for soybeans is $5.26 and the loan rate for
wheat is only $2.58. This distortion in loan
rates is causing the market to become dis-
torted because many producers are being
forced to grow soybeans as their only hopes
of ‘‘breaking even.’’ As a result of this distor-
tion in loan rates, soybean acreage in the
United States has grown more than 10.5 mil-
lion acres to all-time record of 73.1 million
acres since the passage of the farm bill. No
other example of this is more evident than in
my home State of North Dakota where soy-
bean acreage has grown by more than 100
percent since the passage of the farm bill.

As Congress begins to consider alternatives
for its next farm bill, I believe the Family Farm
Safety Net is the right step to provide a safety
net for America’s producers who have suffered
so severely the last four years. I look forward
to working with my colleagues on our efforts to
assist our nation’s family farmers.
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TRIBUTE TO DR. JAMES EDISON
BROWN

HON. JAMES A. TRAFICANT, JR.
OF OHIO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 26, 2000

Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to pay tribute to a wonderful man, Dr. James
Edison Brown. Dr. Brown was a terrific physi-
cian and a loving family man. I have had the
privilege of working with his daughter Trinita
on transportation issues in the House of Rep-
resentatives, and I can attest that this apple
has not fallen far from the tree. Dr. Brown’s
list of accomplishments is endless. However,
contributions to his community and his triumph
over the barriers of a society which tried to
limit him are what impress me most. It is with
honor and sadness that I pay tribute to Dr.
James Edison Brown.

I submit the following passage for the
RECORD:

Dr. James Edison Brown, the first black
Ophthalmologist trained in the state of New
Jersey, died Friday June 30, after a short ill-
ness.

Born in Camden, South Carolina, the
youngest son of the late Willie Carlos and
Mamie Ballard Brown, he graduated as the
valedictorian of Jackson High School at age
15 and made his way from the segregated
South to New York City with less than $20 in
his pocket.

Brown hoped things would be better in the
North. While he worked to convince the best
universities in New York City to admit him,
he took a variety of jobs in an effort to save
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money for college. One of his jobs was as a
waiter at one of the elite men’s clubs at the
time. Amid the laughter and ridicule of his
fellow wait staff, Brown persevered.

In 1951, Uncle Sam called and Brown served
honorably in the Intelligence Division of the
United States Army in Europe. When he re-
turned from Europe, he entered and grad-
uated from New York University with a de-
gree in Biology in 1956. Later that summer
he married Theresa Hundley of New York
City.

Undaunted, Brown faced continuing resist-
ance to his efforts to gain admission at the
nation’s top medical schools. Brown returned
to Europe to pursue his medical education.
He attended the Faculty of Medicine at the
University of Paris, France, the University
of Lausanne, Switzerland and the University
of Vienna, Austria. While abroad, he was
able to complete his Master’s Degree in Bio-
chemistry from Columbia University in New
York City.

Upon his return, Brown decided to enter
medical school at Howard University in
Washington, DC to pursue his dream of be-
coming an orthopedic surgeon. In his third
year of medical school, Brown suffered a
near fatal car accident, spent eight months
in the hospital and lost a year of medical
school. This event changed his career in two
ways. First, because of his injuries to his leg,
he would not be able to stand for the long
hours that orthopedic surgery often de-
mands. Secondly, because of the skills of the
eye surgeon who treated him during the acci-
dent, he decided to become an ophthalmol-
ogist. Brown graduated from medical school
in 1964.

Dr. Brown returned to the New York met-
ropolitan area with his young family. After
his internship in Staten Island, he was ad-
mitted to the residency program in Ophthal-
mology at the New Jersey College of Medi-
cine. In 1970, Dr. Brown completed the pro-
gram as Chief Resident to become the first
black Ophthalmologist trained in the state
of New Jersey, where he remained on the fac-
ulty until his passing.

Dr. Brown maintained a practice in New
York and New Jersey for over 30 years. He
was affiliated with many of the top hospitals
in the metropolitan area. For the next 30
years, Dr. Brown distinguished himself and
was honored by many medical and scientific
societies including becoming a Fellow in the
American College of Surgeons and a Fellow
in the International College of Surgeons. He
is also listed in Who’s Who in America and
Who’s Who in Physicians and Surgeons
among others.

His quiet determination and kind de-
meanor led Dr. Brown to many leadership
positions in various fraternal, civic and so-
cial organizations including, the Lions Club,
the H.M. Club (Hundred Men Club of Amer-
ica), the Norjermen, Sigma Pi Phi (The
Boule) and Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, In-
corporated, where he was a member for al-
most 50 years.

Dr. Brown cared deeply for his church and
church family at New Hope Baptist Church
in East Orange, New Jersey. He was able to
share his medical skills in innovative ways.
He was active in the prison ministry and he
helped establish the New Hope Baptist
Church Health Ministry. Under his leader-
ship, many church members became certified
in CPR.

Dr. Brown leaves to cherish his memory,
Theresa Hundley Brown, his wife of almost
44 years; his son Dr. Terrence Edison Brown
of Stockholm, Sweden; his daughter, Trinita
Evon Brown, Esq. of Washington, DC; his
son-in-law, Peter Niel Thomas of Wash-
ington, DC; his god-children: Jinene Foye,
Brandon Costner and Sheree Gaddy; his
brothers, John Brown and Leroy Brown; his

sisters: Alice Brown Gadsen, Odell Brown
Crouch, Orlee Brown Gibbs, Alberta Brown,
Janie Mae Brown; sisters-in-laws Charlotte
Brown and Ethel Brown; three aunts, many
nieces, nephews, grandnieces, grandnephews,
cousins, and many family and friends.
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A TRIBUTE TO DR. JAN KARSKI,
COURIER OF HISTORY AND IM-
MORTAL HERO

HON. WILLIAM O. LIPINSKI
OF ILLINOIS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 26, 2000

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to Dr. Jan Karski, who sadly
passed away on July 13, 2000, at the age of
86 in Washington, DC. I have little doubt that
my colleagues will agree that Dr. Jan Karski is
perhaps an unknown, yet irrefutable hero for
his courageous and selfless actions during
World War Il. Under the height of Nazi Ger-
many’s occupation, Karski flirted with torture
and execution to give the disbelieving free-
world knowledge of the unspeakable crimes
committed in Eastern Europe. It now gives me
great honor to tell Jan Karski’s courageous
story to the U.S. House of Representatives.

After completing his education in several so-
cial sciences, Jan Kozielewski entered the
Polish diplomatic service in 1938. Given the
covert nature of his service, Kozielewski
changed his name to Jan Karski—a surname
he retained for the remainder of his life. Karski
could not have entered diplomatic service at a
more perilous time, as Poland was being dev-
astated via Hitler and Stalin’s secret agree-
ment to overthrow the democratic nation. In
August 1939, Karski was captured by the Red
Army and sent to a Russian prison camp.
Three months later, he luckily escaped Russia
and returned to Poland to join the anti-Nazi
Underground organization.

In Poland, Jan Karski would use his eidetic
memory, knowledge of foreign countries and
fluency in four languages to serve the Polish
resistance, humankind and history. For rough-
ly 3 years, he served as a courier between the
Polish government-in-exile and the Under-
ground authorities in Poland. During arduous
journeys through the Tatra Mountains bor-
dering Czechoslovakia, Karski often traveled
in disguise as a German officer, or merely
eluded border patrols. In 1940, the courier
was actually arrested and tortured by the Ge-
stapo in Slovakia, but was later rescued by
underground forces.

Karski’s most heroic actions undoubtedly
occurred around September 1942. In a July
1988 Washingtonian interview, Karski re-
counted that representatives from two Jewish
underground organizations informed himself of
Hitler’s ‘‘Final Solution.’’ Knowing that direct
evidence would be far more convincing, Karski
was smuggled into the Warsaw ghetto twice,
which had suffered a virtual eradication of the
Jewish population from 450,000 to 50,000.
With the help of the resistance, Karski,
dressed as a military fighter, witnessed actual
mass murders at the lzbica death camp in
Eastern Poland.

In late 1942 and 1943, Jan Karski reported
to western governments regarding the geno-
cide. In August 1943, he personally spoke with
a disbelieving President Roosevelt, Henry

Stimson, Cordell Hull, and other high govern-
ment and civic leaders in the United States.

Unfortunately, Jan Karski was soon proven
to be tragically correct, as nearly one-half of
the 6 million European Jews were murdered in
Nazi-occupied Poland. In his 1944 bestselling
book, Story of a Secret State, Karski re-
counted his witness of ‘‘horrible things—hor-
rible, horrible things.’’ After the war, Karski re-
fused to return to his homeland, as the Polish
Underground continued to be murdered under
Communist rule.

After attaining a doctorate at Georgetown in
1952, Dr. Karski taught at the local university
for 40 remarkable years, and guest lectured
on behalf of the U.S. Government on several
occasions. In 1954, Dr. Karski honored Ameri-
cans by becoming a fellow citizen. Not surpris-
ingly, the freedom fighter was awarded numer-
ous citations by several governments. He re-
ceived Poland’s highest civic decoration, and
twice its highest military award for bravery in
combat. In addition, Dr. Karski is an Honorary
Citizen of the State of Israel. Furthermore, five
universities around the world have given him
honorary degrees.

Mr. Speaker, Dr. Jan Karski and his story
should never be forgotten. I hope that my
words today will help refresh Americans’ mem-
ory of a holocaust that occurred not too long
ago. Most importantly, I urge all young Ameri-
cans to learn the story of the holocaust and
World War II. In 1816, Thomas Jefferson
wrote: ‘‘Enlighten the people generally, and
tyranny and oppressions of body and mind will
vanish like evil spirits at the dawn of day.’’
Colleagues, let us continue toward that en-
dearing goal.
f

REMEMBERING THE LIFE OF DEA-
CON JOHN SIDNEY (SID) HOL-
LAND

HON. THOMAS M. DAVIS
OF VIRGINIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 26, 2000

Mr. DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to pay tribute to Deacon Sid Holland, a
long-time friend and colleague of mine, who
departed this life on July 5, at the age of 92
after sustaining injuries in an automobile acci-
dent. He was a Mason and served as past
Master of King Tyree Lodge No. 292 and was
a Charter member of the Fairfax County
Democratic Party. Sid was a small business
owner of the J. S. Holland Sand and Gravel
Hauling Co. He was a hard worker and a dedi-
cated family man.

Born on August 13, 1907, in Palmyra, VA,
Sid was one of 10 children born to the late
John and Mary Odie Holland. As a young
man, Sid came to Fairfax County seeking em-
ployment and subsequently joined the Mount
Pleasant Baptist Church. He also became in-
volved in a number of civic and social organi-
zations. Sid was a natural leader transition
Fairfax County through the Civil Rights revolu-
tion. Sid always was respected for his ability
and friendly demeanor.

As a dedicated member of the Mount Pleas-
ant Baptist Church for over 65 years, Sid
served as Sunday School Superintendent,
Chairman of the Deacon Board, Trustee and
member of the Senior Choir, Usher Board,
Pinkett and Chairman Emeritus of the Deacon
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