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class of venture capital funds that target low-
to-moderate income communities.

In addition to attracting investors and busi-
nesses to these distressed areas, this legisla-
tion addresses the housing needs of commu-
nity residents. One provision, in particular, ex-
pands the low income housing credit from
$1.25 per capita to $1.75 per capita. This tax
credit, administered by the states, helps build
90,000 affordable housing units each year.
However, the demand for the credits is greater
than the supply by three to one. This proposal
would help create an additional 180,000 units
of affordable housing over the next 5 years for
low-income families.

In order to sustain this economic boom, it
must benefit everyone. The New Markets Ini-
tiative helps achieve this goal by providing the
tools and incentives to foster and sustain eco-
nomic growth in distressed areas.

I urge my colleagues to support this impor-
tant piece of legislation.
f

IN HONOR OF BASIL M. RUSSO

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH
OF OHIO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 26, 2000

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor Basil M. Russo, recently named the
‘Italian Man of the Year’ by The Italian Sons
and Daughters of America.

Mr. Russo has been closely involved with
the social, cultural and political life of Ohio
throughout his distinguished career. After
graduating from Cleveland Marshall College of
Law in 1972, Basil Russo was a prominent
member of Cleveland’s City Council, serving
as a Councilman for eight years between 1972
and 1980. Indeed, in 1978 Basil became the
Majority Leader of the council, before leaving
to take up responsibilities as a judge in the
Court of Appeals, and then a Common Pleas
Court judge. Basil’s professional life has also
included the foundation of his own law firm,
Basil Russo & Co., L.P.A., which he still runs
to this day, and the production of a feature
film entitled Places in 1997.

As this award acknowledges, Basil Russo
has also been a vibrant member of the Italian
American community at a local and national
level. He currently serves as the National
Vice-President of the Italian Sons and Daugh-
ters of America, the third largest Italian Amer-
ican fraternal organization in the United
States. This organization is involved in numer-
ous social and political events that range from
sponsoring the Debutante Ball, to owning and
operating a senior citizen housing complex.
His status in the legal community also means
that since 1992 Basil has served as President
of the Justinian Forum; the Italian American
Bar Association for Cuyahoga County com-
prising 22 Judges and 250 attorneys of Italian
American descent. It is fitting therefore that
Basil was also the founding member of the
Italian Americans of Northeast Ohio, estab-
lished in 1994. He has also made a significant
contribution to the religious life of Ohio
through his co-chairmanship, alongside his
wife Patricia, of the Advisory Board of the De-
partment for Marriage and Family Ministry of
the Diocese of Cleveland between 1992 and
1995. In fact, Basil still serves as a Lector and
Eucharistic Minister at Holy Rosemary Parish.

Basil’s talents for film-making and the legal
profession have clearly been inherited by his
four grown-up children. Anthony, Joseph and
Angela are all studying film-making at univer-
sity, while Gabrielle is studying for a J.D. in
law at Basil’s alma mater in Cleveland. My
best wishes go to Mr. Russo and his family,
and I would invite my fellow Congressmen to
join me in commending his outstanding
achievements in Ohio and beyond.
f
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Mr. WALSH. Mr. Speaker, today marks the
historic celebration of the ten-year anniversary
of the Americans with Disabilities Act. As a
strong supporter of the ADA from the very
start, I join with you in reflecting upon all the
great changes this law has brought to the dis-
ability community.

The ADA is more than access and accom-
modations. Those are the legal words for what
the Act is all about. Quality of life issues are
what is really at stake.

Going to the doctor where an interpreter is
provided to accurately receive proper diag-
nosis and treatment. Being able to get to work
and perform a meaningful job with assistance.
Accessing public transportation for a day or
evening out with family or friends. Shopping
for groceries or other needed items—these
are the type of quality of life issues that the
ADA set out to guarantee just ten years ago.

In the Central New York area, we are fortu-
nate to have several agencies that work tire-
lessly to promote the type of access the ADA
protects. In Syracuse, Enable and Arise have
fought from the ground level with a ‘‘hands
on’’ approach to make this law a reality. They
are to be commended. In Cortland, the Access
to Independence of Cortland County works to
bring services and education to both the dis-
ability and non-disability community. And in
Auburn, Options for Independence advocates
for people with disabilities. In addition, there
are numerous individuals across the 25th Con-
gressional District who have contributed to the
success of this program.

Some ADA changes are subtle, others more
drastic. But in every case their impact has had
an immeasurable effect on the quality of life
we all enjoy. I take this opportunity to com-
mend all those involved in removing obstacles,
eliminating barriers and ensuring equal access
for all.
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Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I recently joined
with 20 of our colleagues in a letter to Presi-
dent Clinton urging him to declare India a ter-
rorist state because of its repression of Chris-
tians Sikhs, and other minorities. Today in

India, Christians, Sikhs, Muslims, and others
are being subjected to a reign of terror at the
hands of the Indian government. Since Christ-
mas Day 1998, there has been a wave of per-
secution and terrorism against Christians in
India. Churches have been burned, Christian
schools and prayer halls have been attacked,
nuns have been raped, and priests have been
killed.

Earlier this month, two more churches were
bombed in the Indian state of Karnataka, ac-
cording to a report from Newsroom.org. These
attacks came just a month after a Catholic
church was bombed in Bangalore. This is a
frightening reminder of the resistance to civil
rights in the South of the 1950s.

Late last month, a Hindu woman poured
boiling oil on a group of militant Hindu nation-
alists who were attacking her tenant, a Catho-
lic priest. Four Christian missionaries were
beaten last month, one so severely that he
may lose his arms and legs. These mission-
aries were beaten for distributing Christian reli-
gious literature and Bibles. The RSS, a Fas-
cist organization that is the parent organization
of the ruling BJP, has published a booklet on
how to implicate Christians in false criminal
cases. On Easter, a group of nuns on their
way to Easter services were run down by
Hindu fundamentalists riding motor scooters.
In March, a Sikh family saved some nuns
whose convent was attacked by Hindu fun-
damentalists.

Last month, a women’s prayer meeting was
bombed by militant Hindu fundamentalists. In
April, fundamentalist Hindus attacked a Chris-
tian group and burned biblical literature. These
are, unfortunately, just the latest incidents in a
pattern of oppression of Christians.

The pattern has been long term. Last fall,
Hindu fundamentalists aligned with the ruling
BJP abducted a nun named Sister Ruby and
forced her to drink their urine. Hindus chanting
‘‘Victory to Hannuman,’’ a Hindu god, burned
missionary Graham Staines to death along
with his 8-year-old and 10-year-old sons, while
they slept in their jeep. The violence has been
carried out by the RSS and other allies and
supporters of the BJP government in India and
no one ever seems to be punished for these
acts.

Sikhs and Muslims have also been targeted,
and we should take note of that. In March,
while President Clinton was visiting India, 35
Sikhs were murdered in the village of Chithi
Singhpora. Two independent investigations
have shown that the Indian government car-
ried out this massacre. This, too, is part of a
pattern of genocide.

India’s campaign of terror against minorities
is clearly designed to wipe out the minorities.
It is time to declare India a terrorist state and
it is time to cut off American aid to India to
help strengthen the hand of human rights
there. And we should support self-determina-
tion for all the minority nations seeking their
freedom from India. The predominantly Chris-
tian nation of Nagalim, which India holds, is
about to begin talks with the Indian govern-
ment on their political status. I hope that these
talks will be the beginning of freedom not just
for the people of Nagaland but for all the mi-
nority peoples and nations of South Asia.

Strong action must be taken. We should cut
off India’s aid until human rights are re-
spected. We should demand self-determina-
tion for the people of Khalistan, Kashmir,
Nagalim, and the other minority nations under
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Indian rule in the form of a free and fair plebi-
scite on the question of independence. That is
the way democratic nations do it. Is India the
democracy it claims to be or not?

I would like to place the Newsroom article of
July 10 into the Record for the information of
my colleagues. I urge my colleagues to take a
look at it.

TWO CHURCHES HIT WITH BOMB ATTACKS IN INDIA

July 10, 2000 (Newsroom)—Bomb blasts
damaged two churches in India’s southern
Karnataka state over the weekend as Chris-
tians across the nation staged marches and
rallies to protest sectarian violence.

Early on Saturday a low-intensity bomb ex-
ploded at the doors of a Protestant church in
Hubli, about 270 miles north of the state cap-
ital, Bangalore. Police the blast occurred be-
tween 4 a.m. and 4:30 a.m. at St. John’s Lu-
theran Church in Hubli’s Keshavapura area,
which has a 15,000-strong Christian popu-
lation. The explosion damaged the church’s
steel gates and its belfry, but no injuries were
reported, police said.

On Sunday an explosion left a small crater
and shattered windows in the St. Peter and
Paul Church in Bangalore.

The attack in Hubli came exactly one month
after a bomb blast shook a Roman Catholic
church in Wadi in the north Karnataka town of
Gulbarga. Three other bomb attacks on
churches occurred on June 8, in the coastal
town of Goa and the southern state of Andhra
Pradesh. Police say that the attack on Satur-
day is similar to the June 8 blasts, which are
still under investigation.

The federal government blames sympa-
thizers of the Pakistan intelligence agency ISI
(Inter Service Intellegence) and claims the
neighboring nation is out to destabilize India
and drive a wedge between Christians and
Hindus.

Church leaders allege, however, that right-
wing Hindu groups are behind a series of at-
tacks against India’s 23 million Christians, and
may be responsible for the latest church
bombings. Christians believe many of the
Hindu groups are closely connected to near
the Hindu nationalist Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP), which leads the federal government’s
ruling coalition. A number of marginalized so-
cial groups have been victims of radical Hin-
dus who go unpunished by the regime, said
Sajan George, national convenor of the Global
Council of Indian Christians. ‘‘It becomes clear
from these attacks that whether it is Chris-
tians, Muslims, or Dalits, the attacks never
end; they are part of the continuing spiral built
into the sectarian ideology, out to justify acts
of blatant violence and denial of fundamental
rights to life, equality before the law, freedom
of religion, and freedom of expression,’’
George said after the Hubli church bombing.

In the BJP-ruled northern state of Uttar
Pradesh a Roman Catholic priest was mur-
dered last month as he slept in the town of
Mathura, near the Taj Mahal. One of the key
witnesses to the murder, a cook called Ekka,
died mysteriously under police custody.

Bangalore was one, of several state capitals
where Christians marched on Saturday in re-
membrance of victims of religious persecution
and in protest of continuing violence. At a rally
in Hyderabad on Sunday the president of the
All India Christian Council, Joseph D’Souza,
read a list of demands to which a crowd of
some 100,000 expressed agreement by rais-
ing their hands. The demands included state

protection for church property and arrest and
prosecution of all who openly engage in hate
campaigns against Christians.

The Deccan Herald of Bangalore reported
Monday that city police had been directed by
the Congress Party-led Karnataka government
to step up security churches and other places
of worship.
f
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Wednesday, July 26, 2000

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, it gives me
great pleasure to rise today to pay tribute to
a native of New Haven, Connecticut and out-
standing member of the United States Capitol
Police, Sergeant Carleton ‘‘C.C.’’ Jenkins. Ser-
geant C.C.—as he was affectionately called by
the men and women he supervised—retired
from the United States Capitol Police on June
30, 2000 ending a career of dedicated and
distinguished service that spanned over three
decades.

Before arriving in Washington, Sergeant
C.C. served the New Haven community in
several ways. Working for the State Highway
Department, the City Welfare Department, and
the Redevelopment Agency of New Haven, he
focused his efforts on enriching our commu-
nity, building strong neighborhoods where
families could raise their children. His good
work made a real difference in the lives of
many. An active member of the local NAACP,
he brought a strong voice to Connecticut dur-
ing the historical March on Washington. Draft-
ed into the United States Army, Sergeant C.C.
proudly served his country during the Vietnam
war. It was upon his return from service that
Sergeant C.C. decided to leave New Haven
for Washington to begin his career with the
United States Capitol Police.

As Members of Congress, we owe a-debt of
gratitude to each Capitol Police officer who
protects our safety and that of the visiting pub-
lic. Sergeant C.C. is certainly no exception.
Joining the U.S. Capitol Police shortly after his
discharge from the United States Army, Ser-
geant C.C. demonstrated a unique commit-
ment to public service. The first fifteen years
of his service were spent with the House of
Representatives, most of those stationed at
the horseshoe entrance of the Rayburn Build-
ing. With refreshing sincerity and an unforget-
table smile, Sergeant C.C. made it a point to
get to know Members and their staffs person-
ally. His promotion to sergeant brought him to
the Senate side of Congress where he spent
the remainder of his career. Over the years,
he became an irreplaceable fixture on the Hill
by meeting every challenge, regardless of its
difficulty, with unparalleled integrity. For thirty-
one years, he has upheld and exemplified the
mission of law enforcement officials—pro-
tecting and serving the people.

Always dedicating his time and considerable
energy to others, Sergeant C.C. continued his
outstanding record of community service in
Washington. For many years he served as a
volunteer Director and Vice-Chairman of the
Wright-Patman Congressional Federal Credit
Union as well as one of the founders and di-

rectors of his local church credit union. Ser-
geant C.C. has dedicated his career, and in-
deed his life, to the betterment of his commu-
nity and neighbors.

Sergeant Jenkins has repeatedly distin-
guished himself as an outstanding public serv-
ant and citizen. I am proud to join his wife,
Diane, their children, Carleton Jr. and Jason,
family, friends, and colleagues to extend my
best wishes for continued health and happi-
ness in his retirement. His legacy will serve as
an example for all who serve. Sergeant C.C.—
New Haven is proud of you, the congressional
community will miss you, and a grateful public
thanks you.

f

TRIBUTE TO THE LATE LEON E.
COHEN

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR.
OF NEW JERSEY
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Wednesday, July 26, 2000

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, on July 8,
2000, the Highland Park area of New Jersey
lost one of its most distinguished members
with the passing of Leon E. Cohen of Highland
Park. Mr. Cohen was a man deeply involved
with the Highland Park and Franklin Township
government. His presence and knowledge will
be sorely missed, while his contributions to
civic life continue to impact the community.

Mr. Speaker, Leon Cohen’s service to High-
land Park began in 1991 when he was elected
to a borough council seat. During his nine
years on the borough council he served as
Chairman of the borough council finance com-
mittee where he excelled in municipal finance
management. Twice during his tenure, Leon
served as Council President where he pro-
vided outstanding leadership. As Chairman of
the finance committee, Leon was responsible
for the Finance, Tax, and Court Departments
and he also represented the borough council
on the planning board and as council liaison to
the Library Board of Trustees. Leon’s financial
expertise saved the Borough of Highland Park
tens of thousands of dollars during his tenure
in office. Single handedly, he put together a
most creative financing package that made
possible the Highland Park Public Library ex-
pansion project. He also played a major role
in developing the finance package that made
possible the new Senior/Youth Center in High-
land Park.

Leon E. Cohen was bom September 9,
1929 in Brooklyn, NY to Russian immigrants
Jacob and Bella Cohen. As a student, Leon
excelled in math and science at the City Col-
lege of New York in Manhattan, where he
earned a bachelor’s degree in chemistry. In
1952, Leon wed Evelyn Schwarz. They be-
came the proud parents of a son, Steven, and
two daughters, Ann and Laurie. Leon and—his
family moved from Brooklyn to the Bronx and
then to Franklin Township in Somerset Coun-
ty. He worked for FMC Corporation in Prince-
ton for 41 years before his retirement in 1943,
in the process, becoming well published in the
chemistry of phosphorous based compounds.
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