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Should any contractor be worried about this
measure?

Not the reputable ones who follow the law.

Today we can send a powerful message.
The message is that, from here on in, when it
comes to spending tax dollars, the United
States government is going to be one tough
customer.

LET’S REQUEST THE INTER-
NATIONAL TRADE COMMISSION
TO STUDY HOW HIGH DRUG
PRICES HURT THE U.S. ECONOMY

HON. FORTNEY PETE STARK

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 20, 2000

Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, the Chairman of
the Ways and Means Committee recently
wrote to the U.S. International Trade Commis-
sion requesting a section 332 study relating to
the pricing of prescription drugs by certain
U.S. trading partners. The questions asked—
if one reads between the lines—seem to be
designed by the pharmaceutical lobby to study
whether countries that control drug prices are
being unfair to the drug companies; whether
such price controls have caused U.S. prescrip-
tion medication prices to be higher than they
would otherwise have been. Implicit in the
phrasing of the questions, is the assumption
that other countries should be paying more.

Other sources of information suggest an-
other approach. Perhaps Americans should be
paying less.

The pharmaceutical industry is in an envi-
able financial position. Drug firms enjoy, on
average, three times the profitability (28 per-
cent) of the other 36 industry groups in the
Fortune 500. While maintaining the present
level of research and development, they were
able to invest, last year, about $14 billion in di-
rect-to-consumer advertising, public relations,
lobbying and promotion to doctors. Taxpayers
paid more than 30 percent of the costs of
R&D through government grants, in addition to
the millions in benefits from the government
from R&D tax credits. The industry reaps huge
benefits, while poor Americans choose be-
tween needed medications and paying the
rent or for food; or they cut prescriptions in
half to try and prolong their pharmaceutical
supplies.

The U.S. spends far more than any other
country on health care (14 percent of GDP)
yet it ranks 37th in the world in the quality of
health systems; we rank in the lowest 25 per-
cent of industrialized nation’s in life-expect-
ancy and infant mortality. Our system is ineffi-
cient and wasteful. American health care has
an over-emphasis on state-of-the-art cure in-
stead of preventive care; relatively, we are
overwhelmed by MRIs, CAT scanners and
high priced drugs. Why have drug costs in-
creased at more than twice the general infla-
tion rate, leading to prescription drug spending
growing at twice the rate of all other health ex-
penditures, accounting for 10 percent of total
health expenditures?

Perhaps, the chairman’s requested study
could be extended to include the increased
productivity our economy might enjoy if drug
prices were lower and the resources used in-
stead on repairing the country’s infrastructure,
on education or even to lower taxes. How
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does the high cost of health care impact our
trade balance? How much of the “extra” cost
of an American car is attributable to the in-
flated cost of providing health care to workers,
driven by such factors as rapidly rising phar-
maceutical prices?

We may be able to coerce our trading part-
ners into allowing prices to be raised for their
citizens. However, | doubt that Americans will
be overjoyed to discover that the efforts of the
International Trade Commission resulted in
poor Mexicans being deprived of their life-sav-
ing medications, to further enrich the pharma-
ceutical industry (which will not be passed on
to American consumers, in any case). The an-
swer is obvious, we should be concentrating
not on forcing others to pay more, but on con-
vincing the prescription drug manufacturers to
be a little less aggressive in maximizing profits
here at home.

CENTRAL NEW JERSEY CELE-
BRATES THE ACCOMPLISHMENTS
OF THE FLEMINGTON AMERICAN
LEGION AUXILIARY #159

HON. RUSH D. HOLT

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 20, 2000

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in rec-
ognition of the accomplishments of the
Flemington American Legion auxiliary #159.
This organization has continually made lasting
contributions to its local communities through
hard work and dedication to those in need.

For nearly fifteen years, its members have
canvassed the Flemington Area for needy
families during the holiday season. Last De-
cember, they raised enough money to shop
for sixty families with over one hundred chil-
dren. Four “Santas” personally presented
each family with two large boxes of food, toys,
games and clothing for the children.

This past January, the organization made
another demonstration of its commitment to
the community during times of crisis. On Janu-
ary 22, a gas explosion badly injured and
burned a fire chief and police patrolman after
they responded to a 911 call, resulting in their
lengthy hospitalization. in response, the orga-
nization hosted a benefit spaghetti dinner.
With a massive volunteer effort, members
worked as cooks, dishwashers, and parking
attendants. Contributing both time and money,
the group served over 800 dinners, raising
enough funds to present the two men checks
of $5,000 each when they were finally dis-
charged from the hospital.

As extraordinary as this effort was, it was
just one of many times that the American Le-
gion Auxiliary #159 has worked on behalf of
those in need. Throughout the years, the
American Legion Auxiliary #159 has donated
money to Special Olympics, Childrens Miracle
Network, Cancer Research, March of Dimes,
Red Cross, Salvation Army and numerous
other local charities. Working with its “Legion
Family” that includes the American Legion and
Sons of the American Legion Post #159, it has
continually demonstrated its dedication to the
community.

The American Legion Auxiliary #159 is a
great asset to both Central New Jersey and
our nation. | urge all my colleagues to join me
today in recognizing its dedication to commu-
nity service and Central New Jersey.
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TRIBUTE TO MR. GEORGE DONALD
O’QUINN

HON. BOB ETHERIDGE

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 20, 2000

Mr. ETHERIDGE. Mr. Speaker, today | pay
tribute to the life and career of Mr. George
Donald O’'Quinn. Two weeks ago, Mr. O’Quinn
retired as Principal of Boone Trail Elementary
School after 38 years of committed and dedi-
cated service. Mr. O’'Quinn has never asked
for a medal or a monument; he has only
hoped for the success of his students, his
school, and his community. It is fitting then
that today we honor the accomplishments of
this humble public servant.

Mr. O’'Quinn was born in 1937 and raised in
the community he so proudly served. In fact,
he attended the same school that he would
later capably lead for so many years. After
earning his Bachelors of Science degree in
Agriculture from North Carolina State Univer-
sity in 1961, Mr. O'Quinn began teaching at
Coats High School, in Dunn, NC. Over the
next five years, he taught at Lillington High
School and worked at Southern National Bank
as that institution’s vice president. Fortunately
for the people of Lillington, Mr. O’Quinn re-
turned to the classroom in 1972. After four
years of teaching Vocational Education at
Boone Trail, he was named Principal, a posi-
tion he would hold for the next 27 years.

It is also important to note that Mr. O’Quinn
was engaged in the affairs of his community.
He served and held leadership positions in nu-
merous organizations, including the Harnett
County Community Development Association,
the North Carolina Farm Bureau, the Boone
Trail and National Ruritan Club, and the
Lillington Jaycees. Mr. O’Quinn also served as
a Deacon and Sunday School Teacher at
Anitoch Baptist Church. On top of his commu-
nity activities, he was also able to raise a
beautiful family with the able assistance of his
wife Elaine.

Mr. Speaker, Donald O’'Quinn’s love for his
community, his school, the children he
mentored, and his family is truly remarkable.
Tonight | praise him for nurturing so many
children, embodying the spirit of his commu-
nity, and sharing his gifts with us all.

TRIBUTE TO DOUGLAS “JOCKO”
HENDERSON

HON. ROBERT A. BRADY

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 20, 2000

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, |
rise to honor Douglas “Jocko” Henderson,
who passed away July 15, 2000. Douglas
“Jocko” Henderson was an innovative radio
pioneer whose contribution to the industry is
legendary. One of the first African American
disc jockeys in Philadelphia, “Jocko” was
known for his smooth rhyming rap before rap
had a name.

From 1952 to 1974, Jocko hosted his
“Rocketship” music program on radio stations
WHAT and WDAS. He played the popular
records of the day but introduced them with
his silver-voiced rhyming style that other disc
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jockeys began to imitate. For many years he
hosted popular radio programs in Philadelphia
and New York. He also produced sell-out
rhythm and blues shows at theaters on the
east coast, from Miami to Boston.

In 1993 he was honored with a plaque on
the Philadelphia Music Alliance’s Walk of
Fame.

In later years he developed and marketed a
series of educational audiotapes designed to
help teach children to read by utilizing his
rhyming style.

Douglas “Jocko” Henderson was an inno-
vator and a man of great talent and dignity.

HONORING RETIRING
NECTICUT STATE
ADELA “DELL” EADS

HON. JOHN B. LARSON

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 20, 2000

Mr. LARSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor a former colleague in the Connecticut
State Senate, who after many dedicated years
of service to the people of Connecticut, the
Senate and our political atmosphere as a
whole, is stepping down.

Adela “Dell” Eads was born 80 years ago in
Brooklyn, New York. She attended Sweet
Briar College in Virginia as well as the Gibbs
School in New York City. She began her polit-
ical career in 1976 in the State House of Rep-
resentatives where she served two terms. Dell
was first elected to the Connecticut State Sen-
ate in 1980, and in her 20 years of service
held numerous leadership positions in her
party and the senate including Senate Presi-
dent Pro Tem and Minority Leader.

In a time where our political dialogue seems
to be clouded by partisan bickering an
grandstanding, Dell has always been the epit-
ome of dignity and class. She is known today,
as well as when | served with her in the state
senate, as a bridge builder who always chose
to do what she knew was best for her District
and the State of Connecticut as a whole, rath-
er than what was simply popular.

Even though we represent different political
parties, | have nothing but sincere admiration
for her as a former colleague and consum-
mate public servant. The State of Connecticut
and the Senate will surely miss her.

| ask the House of Representatives to rec-
ognize her career in public service as well as
applaud the manner in which she has con-
ducted herself during the last 24 years; with
grace, understanding and most of all the will-
ingness to work with others to accomplish
what is right.

CON-
SENATOR

HONORING ED WATSON ON HIS
80TH BIRTHDAY

HON. KEN BENTSEN

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 20, 2000

Mr. BENTSEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor
Ed Watson of Houston for his abiding commit-
ment to public service as he celebrates his
80th birthday. Texas is fortunate to have a na-
tive son who has spent his life working on be-
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half of his community, contributing unselfishly
to numerous causes while raising a fine fam-
ily.

Ed was born in “Pole Cat Ridge,”
Wallisville, Texas, on July 20, 1920. He grad-
uated from Anahuac High School in 1939 and
joined the U.S. Navy in 1942. After his service
in World War Il, he attended the University of
Houston until he went to work in 1946 at Shell
Oil Refinery in Deer Park. Ed and his wife
Jerry were married at the Lawndale Baptist
Church more than 50 years ago, on May 7,
1948.

Shortly after, Ed was called back into serv-
ice during the Korean Conflict in 1950 for 15
months. In 1954, having outgrown their home
in Pasadena, the Watsons and their four chil-
dren moved to Deer Park. In March 1955, his
family became members of the First Baptist
Church of Deer Park.

Ed has been involved in politics and com-
munity affairs since 1947. He has been a
member of the Oil, Chemical, and Atomic
Workers International Union for more than 50
years, and he was serving as President of
Local 4-367 when elected in 1972 as a mem-
ber of the Texas House of Representatives, a
position in which he served for 8 terms. In the
Texas Legislature, Ed was a leader on issues
of law enforcement, education, environmental
protection, and creating economic oppor-
tunity,and he served several terms as Chair-
man of the Harris County Delegation. Cur-
rently he is a Community Liaison on my con-
gressional staff in Pasadena and Deer Park,
Texas.

Ed is a charter member of the Deer Park
Chamber of Commerce and a charter member
of the Lions Club. He served fourteen years
as a volunteer fireman and is now one of six
honorary members. He has been actively in-
volved in the Wheel House, a 30-day alcohol
rehabilitation facility, since 1954 and serves on
their board of directors. Ed visits daily, reach-
ing out to the residents, solving problems
when they arise, and fundraising.

Ed also serves on the board of directors of
the Interfaith Helping Hands Ministry. He also
volunteers his time at First Baptist Church,
serving on the Benevolence Committee and
reaching out to people not only in the church,
but in the community as well. Because of his
caring ways, Ed was named Dear Park Citizen
of the Year in 1987. With Jerry, Ed also works
with the Interfaith Helping Hands Ministry and
she has served on the Bereavement Com-
mittee at First Baptist Church many times.

In all that he has done, Ed Watson has
been a leader, organizer, and innovator.
Known for his activism and leadership in both
politics and public service, his legacy will be
remembered by the community and to the
many who have benefited from his good
deeds.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to recognize Ed
Watson on the occasion of his 80th birthday
and to commend him on a lifetime of achieve-
ment. | join Ed's family and friends and all
those he has inspired in honoring him on this
occasion. May the coming years bring good
health, happiness, and time to enjoy his
grandchildren and great grandchildren.
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPOR-
TATION RULEMAKING PROCESS
NEEDS A JUMP START

HON. JAMES L. OBERSTAR

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 20, 2000

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Speaker, the Depart-
ment of Transportation’s Office of the Inspec-
tor General today released the results of a
study, done at my request, of the Depart-
ment’s rulemaking process. The IG’s report
conforms what many of us involved in trans-
portation policy have suspected, that the DOT
is doing a poor job meeting rulemaking dead-
lines.

According to the report, DOT is taking, on
average, twice as long to issue rules as it did
just six years ago. The report compares the
number of significant rules completed in 1999,
and the average time it complete each proc-
ess, with corresponding figures from 1993.
The results are not encouraging. In 1993, the
department issued 45 rules and took an aver-
age of 1.8 years to complete work on each; in
1999, the department issued 20 new rules
after working an average of 3.8 years on
each. In other words, DOT is taking twice as
long to do half as much.

The study further shows that the Office of
the Secretary is the slowest among the oper-
ating administrations in the department, taking
an average of 6.6 years in 1999 to complete
action on proposed rules. In 1993 the Sec-
retary’s office took an average of 4.4 years.
The office issued the same number of rules—
three—in 1993 and 1999.

The Federal Aviation Administration showed
the most significant drop in rulemaking pro-
ductivity in the study. In 1993, the FAA issued
17 significant rules and took an average of
eight to nine months (0.7 years) to complete
the process. In 1999, the FAA issued only
three rules, and took an average of three
years to finish work on each, four times as
long to complete less than one-sixth the work-
load.

Only the Federal Railroad Administration
and the Federal Transit Administration showed
improvement in the average time to complete
rulemaking between 1993 and 1999. However,
the FRA issued only two rules in each of the
two years studied, and FTA issued two rules
in 1993 and one rule in 1999.

The report goes on to say that the depart-
ment routinely misses statutory deadlines for
issuing rules. The report shows that the DOT's
record was poor in 1993 and has improved
only marginally since then. In 1993, the de-
partment completed only 12 of 29 rules man-
dated by Congress (41.4 percent) and com-
pleted only four of the 29 by the mandated
deadline (13.8 percent). In 1999, the depart-
ment completed 21 of 43 such rules (48.8 per-
cent) and met the deadline on 10 of them
(23.2 percent). This is a dismal record.

The IG’s report cites several reasons for
these delays. In the case of Congressionally
mandated rules, work is often delayed by a
disagreement between Congress and the de-
partment over the content of the rule. The
complexity of the rulemaking process also
contributes to the problem. However, the re-
port cites poor management by the modal ad-
ministrators as a significant contributor to the
lack of progress on new rules.
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