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TRIBUTE TO DAN SANDEL

HON. HOWARD L. BERMAN
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 15, 2000

Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, today we pay
tribute to our friend, Dan Sandel, who will be
awarded the Yitzhak Rabin Peace Award to-
night by Americans for Peace Now. Dan has
been chosen for this prestigious award for his
many years of leadership and outstanding
service in the struggle for peace in the Middle
East.

Dan has not only served on the Board of
Americans for Peace Now, he has served on
many others including the Tel Aviv University
Board and the Education for Israeli Civil
Rights and Peace Board. His work to provide
solutions to the Arab-Israeli conflict would cer-
tainly make the reserve officers and soldiers of
the Israel Defense Forces who founded Ameri-
cans for Peace Now in 1978 proud.

In addition to being a peace activist, Dan is
a very successful businessman who founded
Devon Industries. He not only invented and
patented all of the disposable surgical equip-
ment manufactured and distributed by Devon
Industries, but he lead the company so well
that it was hailed as one of the fastest growing
companies in the medical industry.

In 1994 after the devastating Northridge
earthquake, Dan used his political acumen
and understanding of business needs to help
the Small Business Administration address the
concerns of the local business community. His
efforts helped effectuate a change in the law
pertaining to the amount of money a business
can receive for recovery from a natural dis-
aster.

Dan is also involved with many political,
community and charitable programs both in
the U.S. and in Israel. The groups he has
helped run the gamut from Bedouin commu-
nities in Israel to students and faculty in
Malibu. He has been particularly concerned
with the homeless and has even created a
new program called ‘‘Fresh Start’’ which offers
homeless people housing and jobs.

It is our distinct pleasure to ask our col-
leagues to join with us in saluting Dan Sandel
for his outstanding achievements and to con-
gratulate him for receiving the prestigious
Yitzhak Rabin Peace Award.
f

IN HONOR OF MARIO DE LA
TORRE

HON. NANCY PELOSI
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 15, 2000

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay trib-
ute to Mario De La Torre on the occasion of
his retirement after forty years as a member
and leader of the Laborer’s International Union
of North America. Mr. De La Torre’s life is an
example of the American dream fulfilled and
he deserves recognition for his able service to
his fellow workers and the San Francisco
community.

Born in Mexico, Mario came to the San
Francisco Bay Area as a young man. He im-
migrated to America in search of the oppor-
tunity that he knew would come from hard

work and determination. At first he worked a
series of jobs, including as a dishwasher and
a cook, but he soon found his calling in the
construction trades. At age twenty-three, he
joined the Laborer’s International Union of
North America Local 261 and went to work as
Laborer for various contractors.

Mario’s leadership abilities soon became
clear and he rose to the position of foreman.
Mario served as foreman for prominent com-
panies where his talents drew the notice of the
San Francisco Housing Authority, and he was
recruited to assume a leadership role with the
agency.

By 1978, Mario had firmly established him-
self in the community and with his fellow La-
borers. Well-respected by his peers, he was
appointed that year as Field Representative
for Local 261. He then began a second phase
of his career as a leader in San Francisco’s
labor community.

Over the next twenty-one years, Mario held
several different positions for the laborer’s
Local 261, serving as an Executive Board
member, a Vice-President, the Business Man-
ager, and eventually President. In all of these
capacities, he executed his duties with distinc-
tion.

As is the pattern with Mr. De La Torre’s life,
his able work earned him the recognition of
others. In 1991 he was selected for the post
of Vice-President of the San Francisco Build-
ing and Construction Trades Council. In 1993,
he joined the Executive Board of the Northern
California District Council of Laborers and later
served as Secretary/Treasurer of the Council.
During this time, he also became a Trustee for
the Aggregates and Concrete Association and
a Delegate to the San Francisco Labor Coun-
cil

Mario is a leader within our community,
serving as President of the Centro Social
Obrero, as the Secretary/Treasurer of the
Labor Council of Latin American Advance-
ment, and as an Executive Board member of
the Mexican-American Political Association.

Mr. Speaker, I join Mario’s four sons, Mario
Jr., Oscar, David, and Hugo, in wishing Mario
a very happy and healthy retirement. He truly
is an American hero.
f

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO GOLDY S.
LEWIS

HON. JOE BACA
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 15, 2000

Mr. BACA. Mr. Speaker, this week Goldy S.
Lewis will turn 79. I salute her, and wish her
a happy birthday and best wishes. Ms. Lewis
is the co-founder of Lewis Homes in my dis-
trict, which now goes under the name of Lewis
Operating Corp., and has been active in the
real estate development industry since 1955.
She is still very active in the business. As we
look to providing housing, it is important that
we recognize the pioneering efforts of those
who have sought to further the American
dream of having a place of one’s own. Our
community is better off, because of it.

A graduate of UCLA, Ms. Lewis has re-
ceived numerous honors, including American
Builder Magazine 1st Award of Distinction,
1963; West End YMCA Homer Briggs Service
to Youth Award, 1990; City of Hope Spirit of

Life Award, 1993; Professional Builder Maga-
zine Builder of the Year Award, co-recipient,
1988; National Housing Conference ‘‘Housing
Person of the Year’’ Award, 1990; Entre-
preneur of the Year Award, Inland Empire,
1990; Woman of the Year, California 25th
Senate District, 1989; Distinguished Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer (with husband, Ralph M.
Lewis), California State University, San
Bernardino, 1991; City of Rancho Cucamonga
Ralph and Goldy Lewis Sports Center, 1988;
several other parks and sports fields named
for the Lewises, including Lewis Park in Clare-
mont. She has been listed in Who’s Who in
America (with her husband, Ralph M. Lewis),
since 1980.

I have been very impressed with the exten-
sive civic commitment of Ms. Lewis and her
family. She has served on the City National
Bank Advisory Board; UCLA Graduate School
of Architecture and Urban Planning Dean’s
Council; Ralph and Goldy Lewis Hall of Plan-
ning and Development, University of Southern
California; UCLA Foundation Chancellor’s As-
sociates; National Association of Home Build-
ers, Building Industry Association of California,
Baldy View Chapter; International Council of
Shopping Centers; Urban Land Institute. She
has served on the UCR Foundation Board of
Trustees since January 1998, and was named
(with her husband Ralph M. Lewis) Manage-
ment Leaders of the Year, 1993.

In summary, it is indeed a pleasure to re-
flect on her many achievements, and to hope
that she has many more, now that we have
entered the new millennium.
f

TRIBUTE TO THE LATE EARL T.
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OF SOUTH CAROLINA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 15, 2000
Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, today I pay

tribute to Earl T. Shinhoster who tragically lost
his life last Sunday, and to offer my condo-
lences to his wife, Ruby, and son, Michael.
Earl Shinhoster was a family man and friend
on a private level, and a national hero in the
civil rights movement through his involvement
in the National Association for the Advance-
ment of Colored People (NAACP) on a very
public level. His efforts were far reaching, and
noticed across the nation, including the Sixth
Congressional District of South Carolina which
I represent.

Born in Savannah, Georgia, Shinhoster
grew up in the eastside neighborhoods and
graduated from Tomkins High School and
Morehouse College in Atlanta, Georgia. His
first involvement in the civil rights movement
was in the 1960s as a member of the Connie
Wimberly Youth Council.

Shinhoster will be fondly remembered for
many achievements, but perhaps most for his
30 years of dedicated service to the NAACP.
He served in many senior positions, including
National Field Secretary. He also served as
acting Executive Director and Chief Economic
Officer from August 1994 through 1996. Dur-
ing this time, the NAACP went through a pe-
riod of unprecedented growth going from
600,000 members to nearly 1 million.
Shinhoster is also credited with helping the
NAACP out of a period of considerable finan-
cial instability and internal strife. Shinhoster

VerDate 11<MAY>2000 07:19 Jun 16, 2000 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00006 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A15JN8.015 pfrm09 PsN: E15PT1



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E1023June 15, 2000
was a man of great ingenuity, integrity, and of-
fered leadership to the NAACP in a time when
the organization needed him most.

Aside from his service to the NAACP,
Shinhoster served as the Ghana Field Director
with the National Democratic institute for Inter-
national Affairs of Washington, D.C. He helped
to implement the Institute’s election observa-
tion process with the 1966 elections of Gha-
na’s president and parliament. He was also in-
strumental in election monitoring in Nigeria
and South Africa.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the Americans he
benefited during his lifetime of service, I ask
my colleagues to join me in paying tribute to
a man who devoted his entire life to the cause
of civil rights and the NAACP. Earl T.
Shinhoster will be sadly missed, but his legacy
will not be forgotten.

f

FLAG DAY

HON. RON PACKARD
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 15, 2000

Mr. PACKARD. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
take this opportunity to recognize our nation’s
flag. June 14th marks Flag Day, and the 223rd
birthday of ‘‘Old Glory.’’ The flag symbolizes
our national unity, our national endeavors, and
our national aspiration. There is no better
symbol of our country’s values and traditions
than the Flag of the United States of America.
Our flag’s proud Stars and Stripes have long
inspired our people, and its beautiful red,
white, and blue design is known around the
world as a beacon of liberty and justice.

Flag Day—the anniversary of the Flag Res-
olution of 1777—was officially established by
the Proclamation of President Woodrow Wil-
son on May 30th, 1916. While Flag Day was
celebrated in various communities for years
after Wilson’s proclamation, it was not until
August 3rd, 1949, that President Truman
signed an Act of Congress designating June
14th of each year as National Flag Day.

The stars and stripes on the flag represent
more than just the original colonies and the
number of states in this nation; they represent
freedom and independence for Americans. In
times of war, young soldiers have died to en-
sure it will continue to stand for a symbol of
freedom. They rush to the front of the battle
line to keep it waving strongly above the
heads of their fellow soldiers. Our brave
Armed Forces members carry ‘‘Old Glory’’ with
them as they fulfill their mission to defend the
blessings of democracy and peace across the
globe; our banner flies from public buildings as
a sign of our national community; and its folds
drape the tombs of our distinguished dead.
The Flag is a badge of honor to all—a sign of
our citizens’ common purpose.

The next time we rise to pledge our alle-
giance to our flag, let us also be reminded of
our duty as citizens to keep this nation one,
where liberty and justice can be enjoyed by
all.

RULE OF LAW DETERIORATING IN
INDIA

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 15, 2000

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, Newsroom.org
reported on June 6 that a group of human
rights and religious freedom activists in India
issued a written statement saying that political
leaders have failed to guarantee the rule of
law for religious minorities. This is significant,
Mr. Speaker, because these are Indians say-
ing this. The statement follows a similar one
from the All-India Christian Council (AICC).
The AICC said that it ‘‘holds the government
responsible for the lack of safety of Christians
in various parts of India.’’

The recent statement was signed by Hasan
Mansur, head of the Karnataka unit of the
People’s Union for Civil Liberties; Ruth
Manorama of the National Alliance of Wom-
en’s Organizations; Sister Dolores Rego, who
represents 10,000 Catholic nuns in India; and
H. Hanumanthappa, former chairman of the
National Commission for Scheduled Castes
and Scheduled Tribes, among others.

The statement said that the Indian govern-
ment is ‘‘incapable of guaranteeing the rule of
law for protecting the right to life and security
of peace-loving citizens’’ and ‘‘has become so
anarchic as to have derailed democracy.’’ In-
dian human rights activists are saying that
there is effectively no democracy in India.

There have been several recent incidents.
Just within the past few days a priest was
murdered and five churches were bombed. A
group of Christians was savagely beaten while
distributing religious literature and Bibles.
These are just the latest incidents of violence
against Christians, a reign of terror that has
been going on since Christmas 1998. In
March, the Indian government murdered 35
Sikhs while President Clinton was visiting
India. Remember that these Indian human
rights leaders hold the government respon-
sible for all these incidents. They were carried
out by militant Hindu nationalists under the
umbrella of the RSS, the parent organization
of the BJP, the political party that rules India.

The Indian government has murdered over
250,000 Sikhs, according to the Politics of
Genocide by Inderjit Singh Jaijee of the Move-
ment Against State Repression. And why does
a democracy need a Movement Against State
Repression? India has also killed more than
20,000 Christians in Nagaland, more than
70,000 Kashmiri Muslims, and tens of thou-
sands of Dalits, Assamese, Manipuris, Tamils,
and others. It is holding about 50,000 Sikhs as
political prisoners without charge or trial, as
well as thousands of others.

It offends me that our government continues
to funnel aid to a government that has such a
complete disregard for basic human rights. We
should immediately cut off American aid to
India until everyone there enjoys the liberties
that we expect from democratic states. India
should be declared a terrorist state. And we
should put the Congress on record in support
of self-determination for the people of
Khalistan, Kashmir, Nagaland, and all the
other nations seeking their freedom. That is
what we can do to ensure freedom and the
rule of law in the troubled South Asian sub-
continent.

Mr. Speaker, I submit the Newsroom Article
of June 6 into the RECORD.
INDIAN HUMAN RIGHTS ACTIVISTS CHASTISE

POLITICIANS FOR DETERIORATING RULE OF
LAW

DELHI, India, 6 June 2000 (Newsroom)—
Prominent Indian advocates of human rights
and religious freedom accused political lead-
ers in a written statement of failing to guar-
antee the rule of law for social and religious
minorities and appealed to the government
to uphold the rule of law and India’s con-
stitutional democracy.

The All Indian Christian Council last week
had issued a similar statement expressing
concern ‘‘about the unabated violence
against Christians’’ taking place in the state
of Gujarat and elsewhere. The council said it
‘‘holds the central government responsible
for the lack of safety of Christians in various
parts of India.’’

Among the signatories of last month’s
statement were Hasan Mansur, a Muslim in-
tellectual who also heads the Karnataka unit
of the People’s Union of Civil Liberties, a
well-known civil rights group; Ruth
Manorama of the National Alliance for Wom-
en’s Organizations; Sister Dolores Rego, who
represents 10,000 Catholic nuns in India; and
H. Hanumanthappa, former chairman of the
National Commission for Scheduled Castes
and Scheduled Tribes.

Indians are ‘‘deeply disturbed about the
virulent, premediated, and recurrent attacks
on persons and institutions of the social, cul-
tural, and religious minority communities
being carried out in recent months by the
Sangh Parivar (various Hindu groups) in dif-
ferent parts of the country,’’ the advocates
said. ‘‘The unending spate of propaganda un-
leashed against these communities is a mat-
ter of rave concern to us. We are very much
distressed about the dubious manner in
which the political leaders at the helm of af-
fairs in this country today have been re-
sponding to such methodically orchestrated
malicious behavior of these communal out-
fits.’’

Government at the national and state lev-
els is so disorganized that it is ‘‘incapable of
guaranteeing the rule of law for protecting
the right to life and security of peace-loving
citizens.’’ It ‘‘has become so anarchic as to
have derailed democracy that was built up
very assiduously during the past 50 years,’’
the group charged.

The statement comes amid continuing at-
tacks against Christians and Muslims, as
well as Dalits, the lowest group in India’s
caste system. Dalits typically perform the
most menial tasks in Indian society and are
shunned by members of upper castes.

The rights advocates expressed their shock
at recent attacks on Christians and members
of the so-called ‘‘untouchable’’ community
in India. They took particular note of the
murders of seven Dalits who were burned to
death by members of the dominant castes in
Kambalapalli village in the south Indian
state of Karnataka on March 11. Eleven
Dalits died in the same way last month in
the north Indian state of Bihar.

‘‘We are dismayed at the direction in
which the nation is moving,’’ the statement
said: ‘‘. . . Social, cultural and religious mi-
norities are the constant targets of these
atrocious attacks. Recurrence of such as-
saults has become the order of the day. Inac-
tion, or the lethargic response, to say the
least, of the law-enforcing machinery is the
maximum that the citizens are (accultur-
ated) to expect from the governance sys-
tem.’’

The Christian Council was especially crit-
ical of what it called ‘‘the whitewashing of
communal incidents by the minority Com-
mission’’ and apathy on the part of the Delhi
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