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For example, many people have heard
that the unique geography of Los An-
geles creates extreme atmospheric in-
version conditions that contributes to
its air pollution. However, I have been
told that my home town of Fairbanks
actually has a greater inversion prob-
lem than not only Los Angeles, but
also anywhere else in the world except
for the South Pole.

I also believe that the cost issue is an
important one since creation of a re-
gional office would lower the tremen-
dous travel and temporary duty costs
faced by lower 48 based EPA staff who
must fly back and forth to Alaska. Bas-
ing them in Alaska should signifi-
cantly reduce these travel costs.

I recognize that some may feel that
the creation of a new regional office in
Alaska is unwise. I would point out
that I do not believe that the Seattle
office has regularly handled Alaska
issues poorly, but I do believe that
these issues could be handled better if
there was a regional office located in
Alaska. Alaska faces wetland chal-
lenges like no other state. Our nation
has seen a tremendous loss in wetlands
in states such as California that has
lost over 80% of its original wetlands.
In comparison, Alaska has lost less
than half of one percent of our nation’s
wetlands due to development even
though we are a large producer of our
nation’s natural resources. Alaska is a
state where wetlands banking is not an
appropriate solution to address the loss
of wetlands in California. Alaska’s wet-
lands are also very different than those
found in California or anywhere else in
our nation. Much of Alaska’s wetlands
are frozen for all but a few months of
the year.

Even the Clean Air Act has a dif-
ferent application in Alaska. Low sul-
fur diesel in the lower 48 for on-road
usage is not appropriate for my state
where the percentage of diesel used for
on-road uses is minuscule compared to
that of the off-road uses. This situation
is reversed in every other state. Fortu-
nately, the EPA has seen fit to waive
the low sulfur diesel requirement until
a new lower national standard for both
off and on-road diesel is in place during
the next decade. However, we need to
ensure that all federal regulations put
into place reflect the realities of every
state in our nation. Creation of a new
Alaska based regional office of the
EPA would be a firm step forward to-
wards this goal.

In conclusion, Mr. President, I en-
courage my colleagues to support this
bill in order to make the EPA more ef-
ficient and responsive to some unique
environmental challenges in my state.

I ask unanimous consent that the
text of the bill be included in the
RECORD.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. ESTABLISHMENT OF EPA
FOR ALASKA.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator of the
Environmental Protection Agency shall es-
tablish—

REGION
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(1) an eleventh region of the Environ-
mental Protection Agency, comprised solely
of the State of Alaska; and

(2) a regional office for the region located
in the State.

(b) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There are authorized to be appropriated such
sums as are necessary to carry out this Act.

————

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 51
At the request of Mr. BIDEN, the
name of the Senator from Alaska (Mr.
STEVENS) was added as a cosponsor of
S. b1, a bill to reauthorize the Federal
programs to prevent violence against
women, and for other purposes.
S. 85
At the request of Mr. BUNNING, the
name of the Senator from Iowa (Mr.
HARKIN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
85, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to reduce the tax on
vaccines to 25 cents per dose.
S. 242
At the request of Mr. JOHNSON, the
name of the Senator from Colorado
(Mr. CAMPBELL) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 242, a bill to amend the Fed-
eral Meat Inspection Act to require the
labeling of imported meat and meat
food products.
S. 285
At the request of Mr. MCCAIN, the
name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Mr. GREGG) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 285, a bill to amend title
II of the Social Security Act to restore
the link between the maximum amount
of earnings by blind individuals per-
mitted without demonstrating ability
to engage in substantial gainful activ-
ity and the exempt amount permitted
in determining excess earnings under
the earnings test.
S. 343
At the request of Mr. BOND, the name
of the Senator from Iowa (Mr. GRASS-
LEY) was added as a cosponsor of S. 343,
a bill to amend the Internal Revenue
Code of 1986 to allow a deduction for 100
percent of the health insurance costs of
self-employed individuals.
S. 386
At the request of Mr. GORTON, the
name of the Senator from Wisconsin
(Mr. KoHL) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 386, a bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to provide for tax-
exempt bond financing of certain elec-
tric facilities.
S. 421
At the request of Mr. ABRAHAM, the
name of the Senator from Tennessee
(Mr. FrIST) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 427, a bill to improve congressional
deliberation on proposed Federal pri-
vate sector mandates, and for other
purposes.
S. 459
At the request of Mr. HATCH, the
name of the Senator from Washington
(Mr. GORTON) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 459, a bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to increase the
State ceiling on private activity bonds.
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S. 472
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the
names of the Senator from Minnesota
(Mr. WELLSTONE), the Senator from
Utah (Mr. BENNETT), the Senator from
Alaska (Mr. MURKOWSKI), and the Sen-
ator from Montana (Mr. BURNS) were
added as cosponsors of S. 472, a bill to
amend title XVIII of the Social Secu-
rity Act to provide certain medicare
beneficiaries with an exemption to the
financial limitations imposed on phys-
ical, speech-language pathology, and
occupational therapy services under
part B of the medicare program, and
for other purposes.
S. 600
At the request of Mr. WELLSTONE, the
name of the Senator from Iowa (Mr.
HARKIN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
600, a bill to combat the crime of inter-
national trafficking and to protect the
rights of victims.
S. 632
At the request of Mr. DEWINE, the
name of the Senator from Florida (Mr.
MACK) was added as a cosponsor of S.
632, a bill to provide assistance for poi-
son prevention and to stabilize the
funding of regional poison control cen-
ters.
S. 642
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the
name of the Senator from Missouri
(Mr. BoND) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 642, a bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to provide for
Farm and Ranch Risk Management Ac-
counts, and for other purposes.
S. 761
At the request of Mr. ABRAHAM, the
names of the Senator from Kansas (Mr.
BROWNBACK) and the Senator from Ten-
nessee (Mr. FRIST) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 761, a bill to regulate
interstate commerce by electronic
means by permitting and encouraging
the continued expansion of electronic
commerce through the operation of
free market forces, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 75
At the request of Mr. TORRICELLI, the
name of the Senator from New York
(Mr. SCHUMER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 775, a bill to require the Ad-
ministrator of the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency to conduct a feasibility
study for applying airport bubbles as a
method of identifying, assessing, and
reducing the adverse environmental
impacts of airport ground and flight
operations and improving the overall
quality of the environment, and for
other purposes.
S. 796
At the request of Mr. WELLSTONE, the
name of the Senator from Rhode Island
(Mr. REED) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 796, a bill to provide for full parity
with respect to health insurance cov-
erage for certain severe biologically-
based mental illnesses and to prohibit
limits on the number of mental illness-
related hospital days and outpatient
visits that are covered for all mental
illnesses.
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S. 800
At the request of Mr. McCCAIN, the
name of the Senator from Rhode Island
(Mr. CHAFEE) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 800, a bill to promote and enhance
public safety through the use of 9-1-1
as the universal emergency assistance
number, further deployment of wireless
9-1-1 service, support of States in up-
grading 9-1-1 capabilities and related
functions, encouragement of construc-
tion and operation of seamless, ubig-
uitous, and reliable networks for per-
sonal wireless services, and for other
purposes.
S. 821
At the request of Mr. LAUTENBERG,
the name of the Senator from Illinois
(Mr. DURBIN) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 821, a bill to provide for the col-
lection of data on traffic stops.
S. 826
At the request of Mr. THOMAS, the
name of the Senator from Wyoming
(Mr. ENzI) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 826, a bill to limit the acquisition by
the United States of land located in a
State in which 25 percent or more of
the land in that State is owned by the
United States.
S. 879
At the request of Mr. CONRAD, the
name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. JOHNSON) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 879, a bill to amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to pro-
vide a shorter recovery period for the
depreciation of certain leasehold im-
provements
S. 881
At the request of Mr. BENNETT, the
name of the Senator from Idaho (Mr.
CRAPO) was added as a cosponsor of S.
881, a bill to ensure confidentiality
with respect to medical records and
health care-related information, and
for other purposes.
S. 965
At the request of Mr. JEFFORDS, the
name of the Senator from Hawaii (Mr.
AKAKA) was added as a cosponsor of S.
965, a bill to restore a United States
voluntary contribution to the United
Nations Population Fund.
S. 1043
At the request of Mr. MCCAIN, the
name of the Senator from Wyoming
(Mr. ENZI) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 1043, a bill to provide freedom from
regulation by the Federal Communica-
tions Commission for the Internet.
S. 1053
At the request of Mr. BOND, the name
of the Senator from Virginia (Mr. WAR-
NER) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1053, a bill to amend the Clean Air Act
to incorporate certain provisions of the
transportation conformity regulations,
as in effect on March 1, 1999.
S. 1074
At the request of Mr. TORRICELLI, the
name of the Senator from Nebraska
(Mr. HAGEL) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1074, a bill to amend the Social
Security Act to waive the 24-month
waiting period for medicare coverage of
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individuals with amyotrophic lateral
sclerosis (ALS), and to provide medi-
care coverage of drugs and biologicals
used for the treatment of ALS or for
the alleviation of symptoms relating to
ALS.
S. 1139

At the request of Mr. REID, the
names of the Senator from Maine (Ms.
SNOWE), and the Senator from Illinois
(Mr. DURBIN) were added as cosponsors
of S. 1139, a bill to amend title 49,
United States Code, relating to civil
penalties for unruly passengers of air
carriers and to provide for the protec-
tion of employees providing air safety
information, and for other purposes.

S. 1155

At the request of Mr. ROBERTS, the
name of the Senator from Kentucky
(Mr. BUNNING) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1155, a bill to amend the Federal
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act to pro-
vide for uniform food safety warning

notification requirements, and for
other purposes.

S. 1197
At the request of Mr. ROTH, the

names of the Senator from Michigan
(Mr. ABRAHAM) and the Senator from
Connecticut (Mr. LIEBERMAN) were
added as cosponsors of S. 1197, a bill to
prohibit the importation of products
made with dog or cat fur, to prohibit
the sale, manufacture, offer for sale,
transportation, and distribution of
products made with dog or cat fur in
the United States, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 1225

At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the
name of the Senator from Minnesota
(Mr. GRAMS) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1225, a bill to provide for a rural
education initiative, and for other pur-
poses.

S. 1217

At the request of Mr. BAUCUS, the
name of the Senator from South Caro-
lina (Mr. HOLLINGS) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1277, a bill to amend title
XIX of the Social Security Act to es-
tablish a new prospective payment sys-
tem for Federally-qualified health cen-
ters and rural health clinics.

At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the
name of the Senator from Hawaii (Mr.
INOUYE) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1277, supra.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 128—DESIG-
NATING MARCH 2000, AS “ARTS
EDUCATION MONTH”

Mr. COCHRAN submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred
to the Committee on the Judiciary:

S. REs. 128

Whereas arts literacy is a fundamental
purpose of schooling for all students;

Whereas arts education stimulates, devel-
ops and refines many cognitive and creative
skills, critical thinking and nimbleness in
judgment, creativity and imagination, coop-
erative decisionmaking, leadership, high-
level literacy and communication, and the
capacity for problem posing and problem-
solving;
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Whereas arts education contributes signifi-
cantly to the creation of flexible, adaptable,
and knowledgeable workers who will be
needed in the 21st century economy;

Whereas arts education improves teaching
and learning;

Whereas when parents and families, art-
ists, arts organizations, businesses, local
civic and cultural leaders, and institutions
are actively engaged in instructional pro-
grams, arts education is more successful;

Whereas effective teachers of the arts
should be encouraged to continue to learn
and grow in mastery of their art form as well
as in their teaching competence;

Whereas the 1999 study, entitled ‘‘Gaining
the Arts Advantage: Lessons from School
Districts that Value Arts Education’, found
that the literacy, education, programs,
learning and growth described in the pre-
ceding clauses contribute to successful dis-
trictwide arts education;

Whereas the 1997 National Assessment of
Educational Progress reported that students
lack sufficient opportunity for participatory
learning in the arts;

Whereas educators, schools, students, and
other community members recognize the im-
portance of arts education; and

Whereas arts programs, arts curriculum,
and other arts activities in schools across
the Nation should be encouraged and pub-
licly recognized: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved,

SECTION 1. DESIGNATION OF ARTS EDUCATION
MONTH.

The Senate—

(1) designates March 2000, as ‘‘Arts Edu-
cation Month”’; and

(2) encourages schools, students, educators,
parents, and other community members to
engage in activities designed to—

(A) celebrate the positive impact and pub-
lic benefits of the arts;

(B) encourage all schools to integrate the
arts into the school curriculum;

(C) spotlight the relationship between the
arts and student learning;

(D) demonstrate how community involve-
ment in the creation and implementation of
arts policies enriches schools;

(E) recognize school administrators and
faculty who provide quality arts education
to students;

(F) provide professional development op-
portunities in the arts for teachers;

(G) create opportunities for students to ex-
perience the relationship between participa-
tion in the arts and developing the life skills
necessary for future personal and profes-
sional success;

(H) increase, encourage, and ensure com-
prehensive, sequential arts learning for all
students;

(I) honor individual, class, and student
group achievement in the arts; and

(J) increase awareness and accessibility to
live performances, and original works of art.
e Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President, today
I am submitting a Senate Resolution
to designate March, 2000 as Arts Edu-
cation Month. This legislation com-
plements S. 1293, the Congressional
Recognition for Excellence in Arts
Education Act, which I introduced ear-
lier this week.

Instruction in music, visual arts, the-
ater and dance occurs in schools across
the nation. There is growing awareness
of arts education as a serious academic
subject with a list of benefits that in-
clude ensuring America’s arts tradi-
tions, higher 1.Q.’s, better SAT scores,
better math and language skills, less
juvenile delinquency, better chances of
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