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States has the continued responsibility
to protect and defend the Panama
Canal. And the duration of this treaty
is indefinite. In the event that some-
thing happens to the Panama Canal,
just a few hundred miles from Colom-
bia, how would the United States re-
spond then?

I have spent most of my time talking
about the worsening civil strife in Co-
lombia. But I cannot end this speech
without talking about the final war in
Colombia. It’s the war Americans prob-
ably have heard the most about—the
war prompted by the fact that Colom-
bia is the world’s most important co-
caine producer and a leading producer
of heroin.

According to our State Department,
over 75% of the world’s cocaine HCL is
processed in Colombia. 1998 marked the
third consecutive year of significant
increase in Colombia coca crop size; re-
cent statistics indicate that about 75%
of the heroin seized in the northeast
United States is of Colombian origin.
Colombian heroin is so pure—roughly
80% to 90%—that in 1998, the number of
heroin overdose cases in the United
States went up significantly. In fact, in
1998, the number of heroin overdoses in
Orlando surpassed the number of homi-
cides.

Drug trafficking is profitable, and
provides the FARC with the largest
share of its income. Sixty percent of
FARC fronts are involved in the drug
trade. About 30% of ELN war fronts are
likewise engaged in drug trafficking.
This includes extortion/taxation of
coca fields and yields, precursor chemi-
cals and security of labs and clandes-
tine air strips. The insurgents control
the southern rural terrain of Colombia
where the largest density of cocaine
fields and production is found.

Mr. President, I have outlined a dete-
riorating situation in Colombia. I have
spoken to you about Colombia’s ongo-
ing and escalating four wars. These are
significant issues that have a direct
impact on our hemisphere and our Na-
tion. The future of Colombia as a uni-
fied country, and the stability of an en-
tire hemisphere is at risk. The sad re-
ality is that our country is not yet
making an adequate response to this
crucial foreign policy challenge. We are
simply not paying attention, nor are
we adequately responding.

U.S. leadership in this Colombian cri-
sis is needed. This is no time to keep
our backs turned. Continued inatten-
tion will only contribute to continued
instability. Like Kosovo, the TU.S.
should mobilize the international com-
munity to play a role in resolving the
Colombian conflict. Certainly we
should pledge our support to the demo-
cratically elected Government. We
should also be ready to provide other
types of support such as training,
equipment, and professional develop-
ment to help Colombia overcome these
threats to democracy and freedom.

Finally, we must continue to work to
disrupt and dismantle the drug traf-
ficking organizations and to reduce
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their financial control of antidemo-
cratic elements in Colombia.

We are doing some things in Colom-
bia. I had the opportunity to see those
myself when I traveled there a few
months ago. But we simply have to do
more. We have to become more en-
gaged.

I remember President Ronald Rea-
gan’s profound wisdom in negotiating
from a position of strength in his ef-
forts to strengthen our military. This
strategic vision led to the crumbling
ultimately of our adversaries. Unfortu-
nately, this dynamic has not yet taken
hold in Colombia.

Because of the Colombian Govern-
ment’s weakness, no incentive appears
to exist for its multiple adversaries to
respect and to adhere to any agree-
ments. Their only incentive is to ex-
tract further concessions from the Gov-
ernment and to further attempt to
weaken the Colombian Government.

Before I close, let me quote a passage
from a report in Time magazine. I
quote:

The six members of the presidential peace
commission did not know where they were
headed when their Bell 212 helicopter took
off from Bogota at dawn. The pilot had been
given the top-secret coordinates minutes be-
fore takeoff, but not even he was sure of the
destination. Suddenly, the flag of the FARC,
the oldest, largest and bloodiest of the coun-
try’s numerous anti-government guerrilla
groups, was sighted in the jungle below. This
time, however, the flag signified the making
of history, not war. In a small clearing in the
Alto de la Mesa rain forest, FARC guerrillas
and the government’s representatives met to
sign a momentous eleven-point cease-fire
agreement.

While this article seems to depict the
present situation in Colombia in terms
of peace talks, the fact is that it does
not. The main reason is that there has
not yet been a cease-fire agreement as
a result of this latest round of talks.

Let me repeat that. There has not
yvet, to this day, been a cease-fire
agreement as a result of this latest
round of talks.

The article I quoted appeared in
Time magazine’s issue dated April 16,
1984.

In April 1984, the then-Colombian
President triumphantly announced on
national television his Government’s
formal acceptance of that pact with
the FARC guerrillas. He thought that
he had negotiated an end to the guer-
rilla conflict with the FARC leader-
ship.

Let me note that there have been nu-
merous other accounts by other Colom-
bian Presidents throughout the years
to negotiate a resolution to the guer-
rilla wars in Colombia. Each time the
peace talks have failed, and each time
the guerrilla groups have been further
strengthened.

While the current President of Co-
lombia is negotiating with the very
same FARC leader, a few things have
changed over the last 15 years. Back in
1984, the Time article reported that the
FARC consisted of 2,060 guerrillas
backed by an additional 5,000 people in
“‘civil defense cadres’ spread mainly

S7917

throughout the countryside. But today
the FARC has about 10,000 to 15,000 ac-
tive combatants—quite a change.

In 1994, the ELN had roughly 200 men
and the Popular Liberation Army had
about 275. The ELN today has between
5,000 and 7,000 troops.

It is simply amazing to me what a
difference 15 years has made in Colom-
bia, a difference, unfortunately and
tragically, for the worse. We have gone
from seeing Colombia’s combat-ready
guerrilla number in the 2,000 range—
2,000 is what it was—to a situation
today where there is likely a guerrilla
combatant rebel for every Colombian
military combatant person available, a
1-to-1 ratio.

My question to this Congress and to
this administration is, How can we ex-
pect Colombia to overcome these mul-
tiple wars? The rebel personnel re-
sources have significantly increased
since the mid-1980s and are one of the
main reasons behind this rise in the al-
liance between the guerrillas and the
drug traffickers.

This strategic alliance, in which each
party benefits from the other’s involve-
ment, makes it very clear that it is ex-
tremely difficult to separate the drug
war from guerrilla and paramilitary
wars. That is why the United States
must play a role to help Colombia over-
come all of its wars—not just the drug
dealers. We must understand that our
drug consumption only further exacer-
bates the Colombian crisis. And we
must be involved in helping them re-
solve the four wars I have described.

In the 1980s, the United States made
a major investment in the struggle for
democracy and human rights in Latin
America. We pretty much succeeded.
We basically went from a situation a
generation or two ago where half the
countries were democratic to a situa-
tion today where every country save
one is democratic, or is at least moving
rapidly towards democracy. We have
succeeded.

But if we want Latin America to con-
tinue to evolve into a stable and peace-
ful trading partner and a friend of the
United States, we will have to make a
more serious commitment to Colom-
bia. No one wants to see Colombia de-
volve into a criminal narcostate. But
unless we act soon in partnership with
the democratically elected Govern-
ment of Colombia, unless we act soon
to reverse this democratic death spiral,
it is only a matter of time before Co-
lombia ceases to exist as a sovereign
nation with democratic principles.

President Ronald Reagan showed pro-
found wisdom in leading this hemi-
sphere toward democracy and toward
free markets. We must do all we can to
make sure that this positive tide is not
rolled back for our neighbors to the
south.

I thank the Chair for his indulgence.

———
RETIREMENT OF DR. KENT WYATT

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I want to
pay tribute to Dr. Kent Wyatt who is
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retiring today after serving as the
President of Delta State University for
the past 24 years. During his tenure at
Delta State, Dr. Wyatt has repeatedly
been recognized as one of America’s
premier higher education administra-
tors.

Kent was born in Berea, Kentucky
and later moved to Cleveland, Mis-
sissippi. He earned an undergraduate
degree in education from Delta State
and a Masters degree in education from
the University of Southern Mississippi.
Kent topped off his formal education at
the University of Mississippi where he
received a Doctorate in Education.

After completing his doctoral studies
at Ole Miss, Kent commenced his
teaching career back home in Cleve-
land, Mississippi where he served as a
mathematics teacher, a coach, and
then as a principal for the School Dis-
trict. Kent soon followed in his father’s
footsteps, Forest E. Wyatt, who served
as a teacher and the head football
coach at Delta State University.

In 1964, Kent’s alma mater, Delta
State University, hired him as its
Alumni Secretary. But, he quickly
shifted over to the university’s man-
agement. Recognizing his leadership
and vision, Kent was named Delta
State’s fifth President in 1975 after
serving six years as assistant to the
president.

During the last quarter century,
Kent has amassed an impressive
record. He continuously emulated
“‘quality without compromise.” As a
result of his stewardship, Delta State’s
faculty has grown from 202 to 328, with
all academic programs receiving na-
tional accreditation, and 18 new facili-
ties were built. Since 1975, Delta
State’s enrollment has grown by 32%.
Equally astounding, Kent increased the
university’s financial assets by a factor
of ten since 1975. A most impressive
record for Dr. Wyatt and Delta State
University.

Kent’s peers in Mississippi and across
the nation have repeatedly drawn on
his academic leadership. For example,
Kent recently served on the Search
Committee for the Executive Director
of the National Collegiate Athletic As-
sociation (NCAA) and on the NCAA’s
President’s Commission.

Running a large university would
challenge many, but Kent also man-
aged to serve those off campus too.
Kent also served his community for
over three decades. He was the Presi-
dent of the Cleveland Lions Club as
well as the President of the Chamber of
Commerce. He also served on the
boards of the United Way, Mississippi
Economic Council, Grenada Banking
System, Union Planters Bank of North-
west Mississippi, and the Southern
Baptist Theological Seminary. Kent
currently serves as a Deacon at the
First Baptist Church.

Kent’s wife Janice, their children
Tara and Elizabeth, as well as their
grandchildren Kent Wyatt Mounger
and Collins Hartfield Mounger, have
good reasons to be proud of his many
accomplishments.
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As Congress addresses the many chal-
lenges facing higher education in
America today, my colleagues and I
can benefit from the many contribu-
tions Kent has made in Cleveland, Mis-
sissippi. Not only has he been an inspi-
ration to the more than 15,000 college
students who passed through the halls
of Delta State during his tenure, Kent
has helped to mold the future leaders
of this great country.

Kent and Janice have chosen to stay
in Bolivar County. While he will be
missed at Delta State, the town of
Cleveland, the County of Bolivar, the
State of Mississippi, and Mississippi’s
Congressional delegation are thankful
that Kent, a true Delta State States-
man, has chosen to remain in his
hometown to serve as a continuing in-
spiration for public service at its best.

Mr. President, I want to express to
Kent my heartfelt appreciation for ev-
erything he has done for his commu-
nity, our state, and the nation. I am
hopeful that Kent and Janice will
enjoy the next important phase of their
lives.

————

COMMEMORATION OF U.N.
TORTURE VICTIM SUPPORT DAY

Mr. WELLSTONE. Mr. President,
this past Saturday was the 2nd annual
U.N. International Day in Support of
Torture Victims and Survivors. The
practice of torture is one of the most
serious human rights abuses of our
time. According to Amnesty Inter-
national, torture conducted by govern-
ment security forces, or that is con-
doned by other government officials
occurs in at least 120 countries today.
We need look no farther than today’s
headlines about Turkey, Iraq, Kosovo,
China and Ethiopia to know that we
will be dealing with the problems that
torture victims face for many years.

We can and must do more to stop
such horrific acts of torture, and to
treat its victims. Focusing on treat-
ment and rehabilitation for torture
survivors is one of the best ways we
can manifest our concern for human
rights worldwide. As our recent inter-
vention in Kosovo to stop a humani-
tarian crisis demonstrates, both the
United States and the international
community have become aware of the
need to prevent these human rights
abuses and to punish the perpetrators
when abuses take place. Yet, too often
we have failed to address the needs of
the victims after their rights have been
violated. The treatment of torture vic-
tims must be a central focus of our ef-
forts to promote human rights.

This commitment to protect human
rights is one shared by many around
the world. In 1984 the U.N. approved the
United Nations Convention Against
Torture. The U.S. Senate ratified it in
April of 1994. And just last year the
Congress enacted the Torture Victims
Relief Act which authorizes funds for
treatment services for victims of tor-
ture in the United States and abroad. I
was pleased to learn that last week the
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Senate Committee on Appropriations
recommended that the funds author-
ized by the act be appropriated in full
in the foreign operations appropria-
tions bill. Under this recommendation,
AID will provide $7.5 million to support
foreign treatment centers and the U.S.
will contribute $3 million to the U.N.
Voluntary Fund for Victims of Tor-
ture. I hope this recommendation
makes it through to the final bill
which goes to the President. While
these are significant achievements, we
must focus on what more needs to be
done.

In many countries torture is rou-
tinely employed in police stations to
coerce confessions or obtain informa-
tion. Detainees are subjected to both
physical and mental abuse. Methods in-
clude beatings with sticks and whips;
kicking with boots; electric shocks;
and suspension from one or both arms.
Victims are also threatened, insulted
and humiliated. In some cases, particu-
larly those involving women, victims
are stripped, exposed to verbal and sex-
ual abuse. Medical treatment is often
withheld, sometimes resulting in
death.

The purpose of torture is intimida-
tion and the total destruction of an in-
dividual’s character. Torture impacts
on humanity in profound ways. The
shattering of lives, dispersing of fami-
lies, and destruction of communities
all result from this politically-moti-
vated form of violence. The destruction
of people’s humanity, cultures, and tra-
ditions are often the result for both the
torturer and the victim of torture.

Treating torture victims must be a
much more central focus of our efforts
as we work to promote human rights
worldwide. Without active programs of
healing and recovery, torture survivors
often suffer continued physical pain,
depression and anxiety, intense and in-
cessant nightmares, guilt and self
loathing. They often report an inabil-
ity to concentrate or remember. The
severity of trauma makes it difficult to
hold down a job, study for a new profes-
sion, or acquire other skills needed for
successful adjustment into society.

Friday morning I met with Sister
Dianna Ortiz and several other torture
survivors courageous enough to share
their stories. They related to me hor-
rific tales of family displacement, sex-
ual abuse, and mental and physical hu-
miliation. Mr. Feltavu Ebba, a survivor
from Ethiopia told me his horrific tale
of torture he received solely based on
his ethnic identification. He said:

I was locked up in a room 4 meters by 4
meters with more than 50 other prisoners. I
was not allowed to see my family and rel-
atives for the first six years.

Needless to say, the damage done to
his relationship with his children can
never be repaired. Also, every minute
of his existence in prison was wrought
with emotional and physical pain. He
said:

Again after three years of prison in 1982 I
was physically and mentally tortured for a
week ... This time by dipping me head-
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