S5098

Currently, the MACAA serves indi-
viduals and families in Baltimore City
and 23 counties throughout Maryland.
Working with 1000 agencies nationwide,
CAA’s serve 98% of our Nation’s cities
and counties and are a primary source
of support for the more than 38 million
Americans living in poverty in rural
and urban areas. Services provided by
CAA’s and their dedicated volunteers
include employment training, adult
and child educational services, senior
assistance, income management, hous-
ing and rental assistance, emergency
services and food and nutritional relief.
Whether it is through the exchange of
information on poverty issues, the pro-
vision of services and assistance, the
development of funding resources, or
the effort to influence public policy,
the ultimate mission of these agencies
and volunteers is to assist low-income
citizens to achieve a higher level of
self-sufficiency.

Mr. President, for more than 30
years, MACAA has sponsored this an-
nual conference which brings together
hundreds of individuals involved in the
effort to eliminate poverty. Appro-
priately, this May has been designated
National Community Action Month,
and May 4-10 has been designated Na-
tional Community Action week to pub-
licize the achievements of CAA’s and to
emphasize their continuing importance
in our communities. This is a most fit-
ting occasion to celebrate a coalition
such as MACAA, which is so integral to
the health and well being of citizens
throughout Maryland. I am pleased to
congratulate the MACAA for thirty
years of invaluable service, and for
their efforts to, to borrow the CAA
credo, provide a ‘‘hand up, not a hand
out.”e

———

TRIBUTE TO RITCHIE BERNARD,
THE 1999 LONDONDERRY BUSI-
NESS PERSON OF THE YEAR

e Mr. SMITH of New Hampshire. Mr.
President, I rise today to pay tribute
to Ritchie Bernard of Londonderry,
New Hampshire, for being named the
1999 Business Person of the Year’ by
the Londonderry Business Council. I
congratulate him for his record of ex-
cellence in business and community de-
velopment.

Ritchie owns the House of Samurai
in Londonderry, New Hampshire. Dedi-
cated to educating the youth of Lon-
donderry in the martial arts, the House
of Samurai is currently celebrating its
25th anniversary.

As a devoted contributor to the Lon-
donderry business community, Ritchie
has served on the Board of Directors of
the Londonderry Rotary Club, the Lon-
donderry Chamber of Commerce, and
the Greater Derry Boys and Girls Club.
His activism extends far beyond the
business realm and is evident by his
participation in various community or-
ganizations and causes. Ritchie is high-
ly regarded in the Londonderry com-
munity and across the state for his ka-
rate school programs, his support of
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town programs, and his involvement in
many volunteer organizations.

Small business is the backbone of our
economy in the United States. I am
proud to honor Ritchie for preserving
and establishing a thriving business in
New Hampshire. He has devoted him-
self to working toward the betterment
of the community through his activism
and his desire to educate the youth of
New Hampshire in the martial arts.

Mr. President, as a former small
business owner myself, I understand
the demands of running a business. I
commend Ritchie for his diligent work
in his business as well as the devotion
he has shown to the community. I wish
to congratulate Ritchie on receiving
this distinguished award, and it is an
honor to represent him in the United
States Senate.®

———————

HONORING SENATOR JOE BIDEN
ON THE OCCASION OF HIS
10,000TH VOTE

e Mr. REID. Mr. President, two Amer-
ican soldiers have died in Kosovo, the
first American casualties of a war to
stop a genocide.

The contrast between what is unfold-
ing in the Balkans, and what is hap-
pening here in Congress, could not be
more clear.

A dictatorship, like the government
of Slobodan Milosevic, imposes its will
through force.

A democracy expresses
through the act of voting.

Every vote that we cast in this body
is an affirmation of the power of a de-
mocracy to solve its problems peace-
fully.

Today, my colleague and good friend
JOE BIDEN cast his 10,000 vote in this
body. That number reflects a record of
public service matched by very few
even in an institution like this one,
through which so many great men and
women have passed.

As Senators, we are all Members of a
very exclusive club. We have been sent
here on behalf of the good people of our
respective States, to do their business.

With his 10,000th vote, JOE BIDEN has
joined an even more exclusive club.

Over the history of this republic,
thousands of men and women have
served as Senators. But only a very few
can say that they did such a good job—
and kept doing a good job over such a
long period of time—that they lasted
long enough to vote as many times, on
as many different issues, as JOE BIDEN.

But the thing that impresses me the
most about JOE BIDEN’s 27 years in the
Senate isn’t what he has done on the
floor, or the number of votes he has
cast—although his leadership, courage
and dedication are well-known to those
of us who are privileged to serve with
him every day.

Instead, what impresses me most is
his role as a husband to his wife Jill,
and father to his sons Beau and Hunter
and his daughter Ashley.

JOE BIDEN still lives in Delaware
with his family and commutes every
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day between Delaware and Washington
on the train.

Those 10,000 votes represent thou-
sands of hours spent alone on the train
to Delaware so that JOE BIDEN could
spend a few precious hours with his
family each night before returning to
Washington on the train the next
morning.

I also want to talk about the courage
that my friend JOE BIDEN has shown
during his long tenure as a Senator. I
want to do this so that people know
just what that number—10,000 votes—
really means.

Only one month after first being
elected to the Senate in 1972, JOE’s first
wife Neilia died tragically in an auto-
mobile accident along with his one-
year old daughter.

In 1988, JOE was almost killed by a
brain aneurysm. He under went two
risky operations and returned to the
Senate after only a few months.

Mr. President, I speak of these trage-
dies today because I know that it has
not been easy for JOE. But he has never
complained—just done his work. Sen-
ator BIDEN is a great orator, but an
even Better father, husband and friend.

When you see what he has had to
overcome, that gives a whole new
meaning to that number 10,000.

Those of us who work with JOE BIDEN
have long known of his dedication to
the ideals of this body, and his devo-
tion to his family.

With the attention that his 10,000th
vote should bring, I hope that more
people are able to see the qualities that
we are privileged to see every day.e

———

RECOGNIZING NEVADAN JERRY
CRUM

e Mr. BRYAN. Mr. President, I rise
today to recognize an outstanding Ne-
vadan for his exemplary volunteer
service to the disabled community both
in Northern Nevada and across the
United States. Jerry Crum has become
a recognized leader through his advo-
cacy on behalf of people afflicted with
Chronic Fatigue Immune Dysfunction
Syndrome, CFIDS. Since being diag-
nosed with CFIDS himself in the mid
1980’s, Jerry has worked to increase
awareness of this often misunderstood
disease, and to improve the lives of
those who suffer from it.

Jerry was incapacitated through
much of the 1980’s. After several years
in and out of hospitals, however, he
made a strong, though not complete re-
covery. As his strength increased, so
did his efforts to help others with this
debilitating condition. At the same
time, he also saw that people with
other disabilities and chronic illnesses
had encountered many of the obstacles
he had. He then sought to share his
story with others, and to teach others
with disabilities how to be effective ad-
vocates for themselves.

In 1990, Jerry became a charter mem-
ber of the CFIDS lobbying organization
called CACTUS. In 1992, he helped start
the CFIDS Association of America’s
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Public Policy Action Committee, and
later founded ‘‘Lobby Day,” an oppor-
tunity for people with CFIDS to travel
to Washington, DC to meet with their
federal representatives and advance
funding and policy needs of CFIDS.
Since then, he has testified at a Senate
hearing examining the affects of this
illness.

Although Jerry has always spoken on
behalf of all people with disabilities, he
specifically expanded his focus in 1998
to include people with lymphoma when
he was diagnosed with this rare form of
cancer himself. He became active in
the Carson Advocates for Cancer and
was the Nevada co-chair of the 1998 Na-
tional Cancer March. He came to Wash-
ington again, and marched along-side
cancer survivors such as Norman
Schwarzkoph as they crusaded to en-
courage research to find a cure for this
terrible disease.

Jerry has been a catalyst in bringing
advocates together to achieve victories
for the disabled. I thank him for his
service to Nevada and to all who suffer
from chronic, disabling conditions such
as CFIDS. He has made Nevada proud.e

———

TRIBUTE TO RE/MAX 1ST CHOICE
OF LONDONDERRY, NEW HAMP-
SHIRE

e Mr. SMITH of New Hampshire. Mr.
President, I rise today to pay tribute
to RE/MAX 1st Choice of Londonderry,
New Hampshire, for being mnamed
“Company of the Year’ by the London-
derry Business Council. It is indeed a
prestigious honor.

RE/MAX 1st Choice is a fast growing
real estate business that has recently
opened in Londonderry. Under the di-
rection of Arlene Hajjar, RE/MAX 1st
Choice has worked hard to establish
itself within the real estate market of
Londonderry.

RE/MAX 1st Choice has worked hard
for the community. It has sponsored a
number of activities to benefit both
charities and the community as a
whole. Admirable business practices,
community involvement, and chari-
table donations and sponsorships have
made the company a rising force in the
Londonderry business community. Its
dedication to the town has been admi-
rable and gracious.

Arlene has been one of the main rea-
sons behind RE/MAX 1st Choices’ suc-
cess. She is a member of the London-
derry Business Council and works dili-
gently to represent the business com-
munity. She has helped shape not only
her company, but also the community
through her activism with the town.

As a former real estate business
owner, I understand the demands and
the trials associated with owning and
operating a real estate business. I com-
mend Arlene Hajjar and the staff of RE/
MAX 1st Choice on their success. I wish
them the best of luck and congratulate
them once again for receiving this
award. It is an honor to represent them
in the United States Senate.®
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CONGRATULATING VALLEY HIGH
SCHOOL

e Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I ask
my colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating the students and teachers from
Valley High School in West Des
Moines, IA for achieving the top score
in the 1999 National GRAMMY Signa-
ture School Competition.

It took hard work and dedication to
achieve this honor, and I congratulate
the students, teachers, and others who
make it happen. Valley High School
enrolls over 2,200 students, and fully 600
students, nearly a third of the student
body, participates in one or more
music programs. On February 4, 1999
the GRAMMY Signature School des-
ignated Valley High School the best
music program among 250 public
schools from around the country. They
were judged by a panel of top musical
educators and professionals and were
selected based on their high level of
commitment to music education.

In light of this announcement, U.S
Secretary of Education Richard W.
Riley, said, ‘“‘At a time when creativity
and communication skills are at a pre-
mium, schools likes those being recog-
nized at this program are using arts for
their rich potential to captivate and
engage students in the process of learn-
ing. The arts help children learn to
solve problems, think creatively, and
develop mental discipline, which are
valuable skills for any academic en-
deavor.”

Mr. President, year after year under-
funded public schools continue to slash
funding for all forms of arts and hu-
manities education, thereby weakening
the strong cultural heritage the United
States has always enjoyed. We should
therefore commend the students and
teachers of the Valley High School
music program for their commitment
to a quality music education, and the
benefits their efforts reap upon the cul-
tural landscape of the state of Iowa. It
is a true honor to serve as their Sen-
ator, and I believe they are examples of
what all Americans should strive to
be.o

———
GIRL SCOUTS FROM KETCHIKAN

e Mr. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I
rise today to recognize the work of
three Girl Scouts from Ketchikan,
Alaska. Angela Pfeifer, Chelsea Pfeifer
and Tennille Walker are each working
towards the Girl Scout Gold Award. As
a part of their service, they are at-
tempting to enhance the visibility, re-
spect and care of the American flag in
Ketchikan.

The following is an excerpt from a
letter in which Chelsea explains the
pride and respect she has for our na-
tion’s flag.

This Spring Break I went down to Florida
to visit my grandparents. My Grandfather
served in World War II. At 87, he still put up
the U.S. flag every morning, and takes it
down every night. It makes my think of the
number of people who died serving this coun-
try, so that we could have the freedoms that
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we enjoy today. The flag serves as a symbol
of the respect and honor that should be given
to those who fought. I observed that many of
the retired people display the Flag proudly
on a daily basis outside their homes. It
would be my goal to see that my generation
carry out this tradition and be proud to be
an American.

In their efforts to instill this same
sense of pride and respect. Chelsea, An-
gela and Tennille have conducted
school assemblies at Ketchikan area el-
ementary schools, have placed flags in
every classroom at Ketchikan High
School and have spoken to local gov-
ernments officials about erecting a new
flag pole in Ketchikan City Park.

Currently, there is no flag flying in
Ketchikan City Park. Angela, Chelsea
and Tennille have addressed this with
Ketchikan—Gateway Borough Mayor
Jack Shay. As a result, the Mayor and
Borough Assembly agreed to install a
flag pole in City Park.

It is my honor to present these three
outstanding Alaskans with an Amer-
ican flag flown over the United States
Capitol. The flag will be presented to
the City of Ketchikan on June 14, 1999,
Flag Day, and will be the first flag to
fly in City Park.

I commend the work of Angela, Chel-
sea and Tennille and the Girl Scouts of
Ketchikan. They have shown their abil-
ity to make a difference and have made
a lasting impression on their commu-
nity.e

———

75TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
VERMONT STATE PARK SYSTEM

e Mr. JEFFORDS. Mr. President, I rise
today to recognize the 75th anniversary
of the Vermont State Park System.

In 1924 Frances Humphreys donated
the peak of Mt. Philo and surrounding
lands to the State of Vermont as the
first State Park. Mt. Philo was the per-
fect location for the first park; looking
east from the summit one views Lake
Champlain, North America’s most
beautiful lake stretching as far as the
eye can see to the north and south;
looking west one views the Green
Mountain range rolling across Vermont
to the Connecticut River. There are
limitless recreational opportunities
within and surrounding our first park.

After 75 years, Vermont now has 50
State Parks, from Alburg Dunes on
Lake Champlain, to Wilgus on the Con-
necticut River; from Mount Mansfield,
Vermont’s highest peak to Quechee,
our deepest gorge.

Vermont’s State Parks are rich in
history. Many of the nation’s first ski
trails were carved out in Vermont
State Parks by the Civilian Conserva-
tion Corps, creating the New England
ski industry. Under the direction Perry
Merrill, who oversaw the State Parks
for 37 years, more than 40,000 ‘“‘CCC
Boys” created a parks infrastructure
that is intact, and unparalleled even
today.

Recognition should also go to the
many Vermonters who, over the years,
have followed the example of Frances
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